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Definition: Academic Honesty is defined that each student will be responsible for the creation of 

his/her own course work, be that the end result of an assignment given, materials created, or 

responses to tests and evaluations given by a staff member. This does not preclude a 

circumstance wherein a staff member may establish a common assignment for more than one 

student to work on together. Plagiarism (the use of someone else’s material presented as one’s 

own) would be a violation of the Academic Honesty Rules and subject to consequences. 

 

Guidelines: At the elementary school level, all students will annually be given instruction as to 

the basic understandings of academic honesty as defined above by the classroom teacher. While 

this instruction may be brief/minimal, it will be reinforced several times each year. At the middle 

school level, the basic understandings of academic honesty will be reinforced several times each 

year by the classroom teacher. At the high school level, each teacher will review the concepts of 

academic honesty and be responsible for clearly defining the expectations of students regarding 

work that is to be done independently or to be done collaboratively. 

 

Consequences for Violation:  

At the elementary level, if there is suspicion that a student has violated the academic honesty 

policy the teacher will review the definition and guidelines with the student and have the student 

re-do the material in question. The teacher will create an anecdotal record of the incident. Upon a 

second incident, the teacher and the principal will review with the student the material in 

question and will discuss this as a “second” incident. The principal will send a letter to the 

parents describing both the first situation and the current situation. Upon further violations, the 

parents will be contacted to come to meet with both the teacher and the principal to determine 

further consequences. 

 

At the middle school level, parents will be notified that there has been a violation of the 

academic honesty policy. No credit will be given for the assignment or test. Multiple infractions 

in a class can result in removal from and receiving an “F” for the course. 

 

At the high school level, when a student has violated the academic honesty policy and that 

student admits to the violation, the student will be given an opportunity to re-do the material in 

question. One grade point will be deducted from the re-done material. A letter will be written to 

the parents by the teacher discussing the circumstance and a copy of that letter will be 

maintained in the students file. This initial violation (with student admission of violation) will 

not have any effect on class ranking or scholarship selections.  

 

At the high school, for a subsequent violation or for a violation where the student does not admit 

to the violation, a grade of “0” will be given for the material/project/test and the parents will be 

notified. The incident will be recorded and kept in the students file in the main office. In these 

cases the student will not be eligible for any school related scholarships. Such an individual will 

not be eligible for salutatorian or valedictorian status.  


