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Full Metal Jackets: Team 5205 secures a spot at the National level robotics competition for two consecutive years!  



   Greetings from Concord Community Schools.  
The year is flying by fast and we have lots of 
news and updates for you in this newsletter.  
First, I’d like to give a personal thank you to the 
community for supporting our November bond 
election.  Our board worked extremely hard to 
put together a responsible long term plan for 
improving our facilities and I’m excited to see 
it come to fruition.  Secondly, you’ll see a blurb 
in here celebrating the fact that we had more 
seniors enroll in a 2 or 4 year college this year 
than any other school in Jackson County.  In 
fact, our college enrollment level was more than 
20% higher than the county average!  Next, 
we’re excited to partner with ABC Academy 
to offer a lower price for pre-school next year 
and a very exciting summer camp for our kids.  
Lastly, I hope you enjoy our Alumni Spotlight.  
It’s amazing to hear the stories of our alumni 
who have gone onto really awesome things.  This 
edition highlights our Class of 2018 graduation 
speaker, Mrs. Cassandra Riske.

Superintendent’s 
MESSAGE:

Athletic Update
   Pocket schedules have been distributed to a variety 
of local businesses, including Brigham Hardware.  The 
weather is always a challenge during the spring with 
cancellations and games rescheduled.  I encourage you 
to follow Concord Athletics on Facebook, Twitter, and 
the district website for results, scheduling changes, and 
other news related to Concord sports.  Concord will 
be hosting some major events this spring including 
Baseball/Softball Districts, Boys Golf Regionals, and 
the Big 8 Conference Track Meet.  We hope to see you 
at Concord events this spring.

Commencement Speaker
   Cassandra Riske was a 2008 graduate of Concord 
High School. During her time at Concord, she 
played volleyball, basketball, and ran track, while 
being involved in Student 
Council, NHS, and 
SADD. Her community 
engagement continued, 
as she signed with Spring 
Arbor University to play 
on their volleyball team. 
During her time at SAU, 
she was a full time athlete, 
formed Jackson Young 
Professional Group, which 
partnered with the local 
group “Jackson Citizens 

for Economic Growth” (JCEG), served as the Jackson 
County Rose Queen, coming in first runner up to 
Miss Michigan, and was an ambassador for the Red 
Cross and National Bone Marrow Registry, raising 
over $10,000, and recruiting over 1,000 people to join 
the Bone Marrow Registry to serve as a lifeline for 
patients with cancer.

   After graduating Spring Arbor University with a 4.0 
GPA, she began her professional career with Stryker, 
a Medical Device company based in Kalamazoo, MI, 
a Fortune 500 company and ranked 16th for Fortune 
100’s best companies to work for, in the marketing 
department of the Neuro Spine and ENT division. She 
has traveled the nation, hosting educational events, 
supporting the salesforce, and providing surgeon 
support in the operating room. She has since had a 
successful sales career in Chicago, IL and Madison, 
WI, receiving accolades as “Rookie of the Year,” 
“Master Achiever,” “Rolex Recipient” and ranked in 
the top 7 of all sales reps, nationwide. Most recently, 
she has moved back to Kalamazoo, MI as a Marketing 
Manager for the US, and supports global marketing 
teams, managing two product lines, making up a $115 
million portfolio.



Robitics: Team 5205
   The Full Metal Jacket Robotics team had a tough 
battle this year but the team kept fighting and the 
result is that they are on their way to Worlds. The 
battle began long before their first competition. It all 
started at Concord High School with something that 
can either make or break it for the team, strategizing 
about the game and designing the robot. 

  It begins with the programming team getting on 
the computers, the design team brainstorming, the 
development team fundraising, and the rest of the team 
in the workshop. Within a couple of weeks, the team 
came up with a prototype and a plan for this season’s 
robot.  The first event of the season was just four weeks 
away & would take place in Gibraltar, Michigan. 

   At the team’s first competition, there were successes 
in spite of some complications. The robot was 
experiencing major power losses, and suffering 
from communication problems with the field, not to 
mention the welds on the arms broke, forcing the team 
to replace them.  By the end of the second day, 5205 
had resolved all of these issues & was good enough to 
be captain of the 8th seeded alliance. 

   Three weeks later the team had a competition in 
Mason, Michigan.  They knew they had to do well 
or their chance to advance to States would be gone. 
With the robot’s autonomous working just the way 
they wanted, and with quality performances in the 
qualifying matches, the results were 5205 became 
the 5th seed alliance captain, and advanced past 
the quarter-finals before losing to the #1 seed in the 
semifinals.  The team fought hard & worked together 
as one unit, drivers, scouts, and pit crew, to maximize 
their results.  In addition, they won the Quality Award 
for a robust robot design that performs consistently.  

   As a result of all this hard work and dedication, the 
Full Metal Jackets advanced to States at SVSU. At States, 
the team was fighting with all they had but still had to 
bounce back from a tough first day.  Imagine needing 
to get to the finals to advance to Worlds, and all the 
other alliances being full except the first alliance, and 
then seeing the first seed captain hold up the numbers 
the whole team had been hoping for… 5205. We 
were suddenly known as The Comeback Team.  The 

ABC Academy
   Epic Adventures Summer Camp!  ABC Academy 
offers a safe and loving environment for the children 
in our Summer Camp program. Our Certified 
Elementary Teachers ensure that the children in 
our program continue to learn through the summer 
months, ready to return to school in the fall.

   While in our program, their days are sure to go 
by quickly with fun activities, enriching S.T.E.A.M. 
curriculum and, of course, plenty of smiles, laughter, 
and love! New This Year… Ready, Set, Drone Camp!  
In addtion students will be: Building and Flying 
Drones, Film-making, Kayaking, Snorkeling, Skating, 
Rock Climbing, Archery, and Bubble Soccer.

    Our Summer Youth Program provides: Weekly Field 
Trips, Virtual Interactive Playground Special Guest 
Instructors, Art Program, Music Program, Sporting 
Events, Overnight Camp Out, S.T.E.A.M. Curriculum 
and so much more!  Give Your Child a Summer of 
Epic Adventures to Remember!  For more information 
contact Cody at cody@abcacademyjackson.com.

team roared with excitement as they prepared for the 
upcoming battle. The next day, the alliance that the 
Jackets were a part of went through the quarterfinals, 
& semifinals with relative ease and advanced to the 
finals.  The team won the first finals match by a large 
margin. The next two matches were close, but not 
close enough for the Jackets to take home the win & 
a blue banner. Still, the team earned enough points to 
advance to Worlds for the second straight year.  They 
were the only school from Jackson County to earn a 
trip to Worlds this year.  Go Full Metal Jackets!



2017 Bond Update
   We’d first like to thank the community again for 
supporting our November bond proposal.  The work 
to be done will provide needed improvements to our 
facilities.  Since the November election, we have been 
busy hiring a construction management firm and 
working with the architects on schematic designs.  Our 
schedule calls for us to go out for bids this summer with 
work to begin in the fall.  The work schedule should 
last 10-12 months with all work being completed prior 
to the beginning of the 2019-2020 school year.  We’ve 

attached a few pictures here of design renderings for 
the media center and the new lobby area outside the 
entrance at CHS.  You can review the entire scope of 
work on our website using the Bond 2017 link in the 
menu.  Please look forward to future updates as work 
progresses.  The district is also providing tours of the 
facility to anyone wishing to walk around and see the 
areas that will be most affected.  To schedule a tour, 
please contact the administration office at 524-8850.  

Architect’s rendering of the high school entrance.



Concord’s Class of 2017 
#1 in college enrollment for Jackson County
   The Michigan Department of Education maintains 
records for the percentage of graduating classes 
enrolled in a 2 or 4 year college program within 6 
months of graduation.  We are proud to announce that 
Concord’s Class of 2017 has the highest percentage of 
college enrollment in Jackson County at 74%.  The 
county average is 53.7% of students enrolled in a 2 
or 4 year program 6 months after graduating with 
districts ranging from 74% at the top (Concord) to 
15.4% at the bottom.  This success is due to the hard 
work of our students, parents, and staff.  In addition, 
our partnership with the Jackson County College 
and Career Access Center has been instrumental in 
helping our students navigate the transition from 
high school to post-secondary endeavors.  Concord 
Schools is working hard to meet the individual needs 
of our students, and this measure is one indication of 
our recent success.  We look forward to seeing what 
Concord’s Class of 2018 has in store for their futures.  
This data can be viewed at mischooldata.org

HS Marching Band
   Spring Break 2018 was an exciting time for the 
Concord High School Band!  The band traveled to 
Orlando, Florida for some fun in the sun as well as 
an exciting performance at Epcot.  We spent time 
swimming in the ocean at Cocoa Beach and had 
three days to explore the magical wonders of Disney.  
Our students represented Concord with pride and in 
style.  Multiple people commented on the kindness 
and responsibility they demonstrated everywhere we 
went. This trip wouldn’t have been possible without 
the support of our community as we worked to raise 
funds so all of our students could attend.  Special 
thanks to the many people who donated to the 
Scholarship Fund, especially the Concord Firefighters 
Club!  Thanks all and bravo, Jackets!Exchange Students

   This year Concord HS has had the pleasure of having 
students from Moldova.  For next year, Concord 
Schools is looking for loving families that can host an 
exchange student.  These students have been hand-
picked by their country’s organization and by F.L.A.G. 
What does it take to be a Host Family?  You don’t 
need to be perfect.  The host family needs to have a 
welcoming home, provide room and board, and be 
interested in learning about another culture as well 
as sharing American culture.  The exchange students 
are interested in learning about a normal American 

high school expericence.  There are many benefits 
for all CHS students by building friendships with  
students from other  countries.  It is a great way to 
teach others about the American traditions and values 
and learn about their traditions and values. Need more 
information?  Contact Dan Strouss at dstrouss@flag-
intl.org, cell: 517-262-7010 or visit www.flag-intl.org.  



Technology
   It’s amazing to see how technology is changing at 
an increasing rate.  As technology expands in our 
workplaces, we are also working hard to provide our 
students with a rich technology experience at Concord 
Schools.  Our goal is for every student to be college 
and career ready prior to graduation.  Whether our 
students attend college, go to trade school, or enter the 
workforce we know that they will need to have strong 
technology skills in addition to a mindset for continual 
learning.  Concord Schools has demonstrated our 

dedication to this effort by providing every 6th-12th 
grader with a laptop.  The laptop is a tool for learning 
that allows our students to develop those skills each 
and everyday.  In addition to the 1:1 computing 
program, every grade in our elementary school has a 
laptop cart.  

  Our dedication to providing our students with the 
technology they need has allowed us to offer blended 
learning environments in our classrooms, online 
learning opportunities to our students that wouldn’t 
otherwise be possible, adaptive learning software in 
math and reading, and it allows us to assess students 
with instant feedback.  Using technology to assess our 
students also mirrors what they will have to do for 
M-Step, PSAT, and the SAT.  We’re excited about the 
things to come for our students in this area. 

The Hangout
   Everyone is invited to come and check out our new 
space for students. The opening of the “The Hangout” 
at Concord UMC is on April 29th from 4-6 pm! 
Invite your friends, neighbors and other community 
members to come and join us as we tour the newly 
renovated space. 

  The Hangout at Concord UMC, 119 S. Main St., 
Concord is a newly renovated, safe place for ALL 
Students, grades 6-12 to go after school on Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 3-5 pm. Students can study, do 
homework, play games, enjoy a snack or just interact 
with adult supervision.

The Sting 
   Subscribe to Concord Schools on YouTube to 
catch our hilarious crew of James Sibernagel, 
T.J. Kessman, and Dario Hernandez. They are 
reporting on our community and our school.  
The guys post a podcast every week or two with 
interviews and funny commentary on all things 
Concord.  Subscribe at https://goo.gl/jZVWJe



To enroll in Kindergarten, 
please call 517-524-6650

Fine Arts
   The Concord HS Art department had fifty juried 
pieces of student work from twenty-six artists on 
display at the Treasure Gallery  and Concord Branch 
of the Jackon District Library.  The “Best In Show” 
winner is Josie Williams, and the two Outstanding 
Honorable Mentions are Madison Reiniche and 
Logan Barrett.  April 23 - May 6th, the Yellow Jackets 
will compete with other schools in Jackson County in 
the #jnxartteachers’ art show at the Jackson Crossing 
Mall.  Concord will have over 150 pieces of exceptional 

A few of the art students, art teacher, public librarian, Ella 
Sharp museum representive and Treasure Gallery Artist. 

Center: Josie Williams - Best In Show,
Left side: Madison Reiniche - Honorable Mention,

Right Side: Logan Barrett - Honorable Mention

artwork on display.  Concord has a long tradition 
of exhibiting outstanding art at the countywide 
artshow.   

   During this school year the students have learned how 
to create high quaility pencil drawings, watercolors, 
acrylics, pastels, white charcoals, pen & ink as well 
as a variety of other mediums.  You should expect to 
see a number of first and second place ribbons on the 
student’s work.  



Contact Us

Administration Building ........517.524.8850
Food Service .............................517.990.3603
HS Office ...................................517.524.8384
MS Office ..................................517.524.8854
Elem. Office ..............................517.524.6650

Board of Education

Aaron Strouss ................................President
Chriss Adams ....................... Vice President
Steve Sinden ...................................Treasurer
Candy McCorkle ...........................Secretary
William Brigham ............................. Trustee
Jean Dobbins-Miller ........................ Trustee
Tony Brooks ...................................... Trustee

Digital Media

Website:  ...............www.concordschools.net

Upcoming Events:

Saturday, May 5th - Prom
Monday, May 28th - No School
Sunday, June 3rd - Graduation
Wednesday, June 6th - Last Day of School

Concord HS Alumni Association:
Did you know Concord Schools has an active 
Alumni Association?  You can learn more 
by finding us on Facebook or calling Jeff 
Brigham at 517-921-8203.  A new website will 
be coming soon.  The Concord High School 
Alumni Association’s Annual Banquet takes 
place in the high school gym on June 9th 
(social hour at 4:30, dinner at 6:00). 

• Pride  • Tradition
• Scholarship • Relationships
• Lifelong involvement
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They were the comeback kids: Team 5205 at the State Finals.


