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Course Description as stated by the state: “AP Human Geography is an introductory college-

level human geography course. Students cultivate their understanding of human geography 

through data and geographic analyses as they explore topics like patterns and spatial 

organization, human impacts and interactions with their environment, and spatial processes and 

societal changes.” (College Board, 2020) 

 

 

NOTE: The standards upon which the AP Human Geography instruction will be based 

can be found at: 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-human-geography 

 

 

Course Goal  “The goal for the course is for students to become more geoliterate, more 

engaged in contemporary global issues, and more informed about multicultural viewpoints.” 

(College Board, 2019)    

 

Course Big Ideas (College Board, 2019)  

1. Patterns and Spatial Organization (PSO)  

2. Spatial Relationships 

3. Data Analysis 

4. Source Analysis 

5. Scale Analysis 

 

Course Texts   

Rubenstein, James M. The Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to Human Geography (AP 

Edition). 13 th ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson, 2020.    

 

This course also incorporates the use of multiple textbooks that are used throughout the year as 

supplements to the text above.    Students are assigned daily readings from the primary course 

textbook. Each unit may consist of one to a few chapters (see Scope & Sequence section 

below). Current events related to topics in the units will be integrated and discussed often in 

class as well. 

 

Class Requirements: The following is a basic & brief list of the requirements of this class. If 

these requirements are completed, a failing grade is NOT possible, but a passing grade is 

certain. 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-human-geography


 1. Bring proper materials (writing utensil, paper, textbook, and folder) to class each day. There 

will not be a day in which they are not used.  

 

2. Treat the class & assignments like a profession. Respect the boss (teacher) & fellow workers 

(students), and remember we are all (including me, the teacher) working together for the same 

result for each of us—new knowledge, a passing grade, and a credit. 

 

3. Follow directions from beginning to end, and always ask questions when you are unsure. In 

other words, when there is something you are asked to do that you do not understand ask the 

teacher. The teacher created the directions and knows them; and no one likes to be left 

clueless. 

 4. Participate in the class activities whether they involve class-wide discussion or individual 

work completion. You will not normally be asked to complete homework in this class unless the 

class runs out of time in completing an assignment that must be completed by the following day 

or you are asked to read an excerpt or section that class time does not allow to be completed. 

Thus, working & participating in class every day is the most important ingredient for success in 

this class (see Grading section below for further proof). 

 

 5. Complete all notes/daily activities, and when giving your written or spoken opinion, always 

tell WHY.  

 

6. Give attention & respect to whoever is speaking during instructional or discussion time 

whether it is the teacher or a fellow student. No one likes an inappropriate interruption.  

 

7. Never allow yourself to become idle (a nice way of saying lazy) since idleness (laziness) 

always leads to bad things like distracting behavior and sleeping.  

 

8. Use pencil or blue/black ink to complete your assignments. If you do not have these, find 

them before you get to this class. There will not be a day when they are not needed, and when 

we have to stop for your failure to be prepared, everyone loses.  

 

9. Keep all class activities, notes, and completed papers in your class folder (pocket folder w/ 

fasteners), and NOT in your textbook. The textbook takes enough abuse from you carrying it 

and stuffing it in a locker all day, and it doesn’t need its back broken from a paper jam.  

 

10. In the end do not forget this very important point: everyone in this class wants to succeed so 

let’s help each other do this. Each & every time you fail to meet these requirements, it not only 

harms your success, but the success of us all (including the teacher).  

 

Grading: Grades will be available in the PowerSchool portal for you and your parents to check. 

Grades are comprised of the following category weights:  

 

 

 



Classwork 20% 

• You will be assessed & will earn points based upon your participation & completion of 

assignments for work done in class and graded assignments used to enforce learning.  These 

assignments will count 20% of your total grade.  

• The more you participate and become involved in class as well as help others, the more you 

will succeed. 

• Very simply put, the better your notes & daily work are, the better your grades on any tests will 

be.  

 

Quizzes 33%  

• At various times throughout the Grading Period, you will be given quizzes. These quizzes will 

be over a limited amount of curriculum and will takes place weekly. These quiz grades account 

for 33% of your total grade.  

 

Tests 47%  

• Tests will be compromised of various units throughout the course. They will be comprehensive 

to the unit and will often compromise multiple units. Tests are a major grade and will make up 

47% of your total grade. It is important to understand that test grades have the potential to have 

the biggest impact on your grades.  

 

Mid-Term & Final Exams  

• There will be two major exams that will be factored into your grades. The Mid-Term will cover 

standards up to the mid-point of the semester and the Final Exam will be comprehensive.  

Mid-term Exams: TBD  

Final Exams: May 22-23  

 

AP Exam  

• Students are required to take an AP Human Geography Exam at the end of the semester (May 

4th). This AP Exam will earn college credit with a score of 3,4,5. Students will also receive their 

payments for the exam back with a passing score of 3,4,5.  

 

Grading Scale  

A  90-100 

B  80-89 

C  70-79 

D  60-69  

F  0-59  

 

Make-Up Work Policy: You must have been given an EXCUSED absence admittance from the 

office before being allowed to make up work.  Make-up assignments are due the day following 

their assignment or at a time determined by the teacher. After you are told of the make-up 

assignment and when it is due, you will NOT be reminded by the teacher to turn it in.  

Understanding the make-up policy is ESSENTIAL.  MAKING UP WORK AT THE END OF A 

GRADING PERIOD IS NOT POSSIBLE. 



 

Classroom Expectations: The following is a basic & brief list of the expectations in this 

classroom. Much of this is an affirmation of the Class Requirements from numeral II of this 

syllabus. If you do what is expected in any job, you will be successful at that job.  

 

1. You are expected to: 

 • Arrive to class on time, with proper materials needed (textbook, paper, pencil/blue or black 

pen, folder). 

 • Complete each daily activity as well as prepare for tests. 

 • Treat the teacher and fellow classmates with utmost respect and should not interrupt the 

speaker, whether it is the teacher or a classmate, who is speaking.  

• Not disrupt the concentration & learning experience of fellow classmates with trivial, immature, 

and/or ridiculous behavior. 

 

 2. The teacher is up and moving at all times so remember to always look alive. Body language 

says a lot about your desire (or lack thereof) to succeed and pass this class.  

 

3. Students should only ask to use the restroom during instructional time if it is an emergency.  

 

4. The rules within the Student Handbook, including the dress code & cellular phone use, are to 

be observed to the fullest extent within this classroom at ALL times.  

 

5. Drinks ARE allowed in this class, but that allowance is dependent upon proper disposal of 

bottles (i.e. appropriate recycling bins located in the classroom). Please DO NOT eat candy or 

food in this class unless it is approved by the teacher.   

 

Procedures for parental access to instructional materials Board Policy 4.400: Upon 

request, parents/guardians shall have the ability to inspect the following items: instructional 

materials; teaching materials; teaching aids; handouts; and tests that are developed by and 

graded by their child’s teacher. Parents wishing to inspect such materials should contact the 

building level principal in writing. 

 

Technology 

Cellphones and smart devices are to be placed in the secure docking station at the beginning of 

class and can be retrieved at the end of the class or with teacher permission.  

All students will have access to a personal computer. The following are the expectations for 

computer use:  

 

1. CHARGE IT AND BRING IT. You are encouraged to take the laptop home every day 

after school.  If for some reason you do not have a secure place to store your laptop, 

please contact your teacher to make arrangements to store/charge it at school. Bring 

your laptop to school each day, fully charged and ready to use. Not doing so is the same 

as not coming to class prepared.  

 



2. KEEP IT SECURE. Do not let others use your laptop, username, or password.  Also, do 

not leave the laptop unattended in common areas like the gym, locker rooms, cafeteria, 

hallway, bathrooms, library, unlocked classrooms, etc. 

 

3. AVOID DAMAGE. Always keep your laptop in a safe place to avoid damage.  This 

includes avoiding extreme temperatures (such as vehicles in the extreme heat or cold), 

sharp or heavy objects (even textbooks), food/drinks, and weather (rain and snow).  It 

would be a good idea to carry your laptop in a plastic, waterproof bag in the event you 

are walking home in a downpour. 

 

4. USE IT RESPONSIBLY. Pictures and videos taken on the laptops should be for 

instructional purposes only. They may not be shared, posted, or published without 

permission. Keep all digital interactions and communication respectful and relevant to 

school.  This is not the time or place to use social media.   

 

5. REPORT ISSUES IMMEDIATELY. If your laptop becomes damaged, lost, or does not 

work properly, you must report it immediately to the media center/library.   

 

6. USE IT RESPECTFULLY. Take your eyes off the laptop when others are speaking. 

Sound should be turned off on your laptop unless specific permission is given by the 

teacher. Earbud usage is also at the discretion of the teacher. 

 

7. TAKE CARE OF IT. The laptops are school district property and may not be defaced, 

destroyed, or personalized in any way.  This includes stickers, markers, labels, etc.  

Laptops will be collected at the end of each school year.  If for some reason you 

withdraw or leave the district, you must return the laptop.  Clean the screen with a soft, 

dry cloth.  Do not spray anything on the laptop to clean it.  If necessary, lightly mist a 

cloth and then wipe the monitor and/or keyboards to clean. Use the protective sleeve 

that was issued with the laptop when transporting your laptop in a bag. 

 

8. BROWSE SAFELY. Internet access will be filtered while at home and at school.  There 

are many ways to use the laptop offline if you do not have internet at home.  Some of 

these things may require you download a document or turn on an “offline” feature while 

connected to the wi-fi at school.  All rules and guidelines are in effect before, during, and 

after school hours, for all GCHS computers whether on or off the school campus.   

 

  *** The district’s Acceptable Use Policy must be followed at all times. *** 

 

Discipline  

The following are the procedures taken by the teacher when dealing with discipline issues inside 

the classroom for minor infractions:  

1. Warning: the teacher provides a verbal reprimand/reminder to student. 

2. Parent Contact & In Class Consequences 



3. Referral to Administration: a student will be immediately refereed to administration for severe 

behavior problems. (per school policy) 

 

By signing, I agree that I have read and understand the criteria for this class. I know that I or my 

child will be held accountable for his/her actions in respect to the topics covered in this class 

syllabus.  

 

Student’s Signature: _______________________________ 

Date:_________________  

Parent’s Signature: ________________________________ 

Date:_________________  

 

PARENTS: Please list the best way to contact you! 

Email:______________________________________ 

Phone:_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pacing Guide:  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


