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KINDERGARTEN SOCIAL STUDIES 2012-2016 

KINDERGARTEN   Students will be able to… 

Grade MT 
Content 
Standard 

Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency-  

K 1 Inquiry and Application Social Studies Processes Demonstrate being a good citizen 

K 2 Government and Civics Rights, Responsibilities, and 
Participation in the Political 
Process 

Demonstrate being a good citizen 

K 2 Government and Civics Political Systems and Structures Recognize the American Flag and the Pledge of Allegiance 

K 3 Geography Spatial Thinking and the Use of 
Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Recognize that a globe is a model of the Earth and identify a 
map as representing all or part of the Earth 

K 3 Geography Spatial Thinking and the Use of 
Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Identify and correctly use terms related to location, 
direction, and distance 

K 3 Geography Five Themes of Geography: Place, 
Location, Region, 
Human/Environment Interaction, 
Movement 

Recite home address 

K 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Recite the days of the week in order; identify words associated 
with time; recognize different holidays 

K 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Demonstrate understanding of one's own life history: birth, 
toddler, preschool 

K 5 Economics Personal Economics Recognize that people have needs and wants 

K 5 Economics The Nature and Function of 
Economic Systems 

Explain why people have jobs 

K 6 Sociology and Cultural 
Studies 

The Nature, Diversity, and 
Influence of Cultures 

recognize the makeup of his/her family 

 



FIRST GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES 2012-2016 

FIRST    Students will be able to… 

Grade MT 
Content 
Standard 

Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency-  

1 1 Inquiry and Application Informational Resources Utilize community resources such as field trips, guest speakers, 
and museums for historical awareness 

1 1 Inquiry and Application Social Studies Processes Identify a problem and possible solutions 

1 2 Government and Civics Rights, Responsibilities, and 
Participation in the Political 
Process 

Apply the traits of a good citizen by: focusing on fair play, 
exhibiting good sportsmanship, helping other, and treating others 
with respect; recognizing the purpose of rules and practicing self-
control; working hard in school; taking responsibility for one's 
own actions; valuing honesty and truthfulness in oneself and 
others; participating in classroom decision making through voting 

1 2 Government and Civics Political Systems and Structures Recognize the symbols and traditional practices that honor and 
foster patriotism in United States by: identifying the American 
flag, bald eagle, White House, and Statue of Liberty; Name the 
current president of the United States 

1 2 Government and Civics Political Systems and Structures Recognize that schools have authority figures: teachers, 
principals, and superintendents 

1 3 Geography Spatial Thinking and the Use of 
Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Identify a Montana map, U.S. map, a World map, and a globe 

1 3 Geography Spatial Thinking and the Use of 
Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Locate his/her town/city, Montana, United States, North America, 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans on a map 

1 3 Geography Spatial Thinking and the Use of 
Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Name and define N for North, S for South, E for East, and W for 
West; recognize a compass rose 

1 3 Geography Spatial Thinking and the Use of 
Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Recognize and use a simple map key 

1 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Recite the months and seasons of the year; locate yesterday, 
today, and tomorrow on a calendar; name a holiday 

1 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Define history as the story of our past; illustrate three major life 
events on a timeline 

1 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Recognize historical figures: Abraham Lincoln, George 
Washington,  Martin Luther King 

1 5 Economics Personal Economics Distinguish between needs and wants 



FIRST    Students will be able to… 

Grade MT 
Content 
Standard 

Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency-  

1 5 Economics The Nature and Function of 
Economic Systems 

List and describe different community workers and ways they 
earn an income 

1 5 Economics Economics Throughout the World Explain that wants are unlimited and resources are often scarce, 
therefore forcing individuals to make choices 

1 6 Sociology and Cultural 
Studies 

The Nature, Diversity, and 
Influence of Cultures 

Compare and contrast similarities and differences among 
individuals and families 

1 6 Sociology and Cultural 
Studies 

The Nature, Diversity, and 
Influence of Cultures 

Identify different cultures through the studies of holidays, 
customs, and traditions utilizing language, stories, folktales, 
music, and the arts including the Salish 

 



SECOND GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES 2012-2016 

SECOND    Students will be able to… 
Grade MT 

Content 
Standard 

Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency-  

2 1 Inquiry and 
Application 

Informational Resources Utilize community resources such as field trips, guest speakers, 
and museums for historical awareness 

2 1 Inquiry and 
Application 

Informational Resources Use problem- solving/decision-making skills to identify a problem 
and gather information while working independently and in 
groups 

2 2 Government and Civics Rights, Responsibilities, and 
Participation in the Political Process 

Exhibit the responsibilities of a good citizen 

2 2 Government and Civics Political Systems and Structures Recognize the symbols and traditional practices that honor and 
foster patriotism in United States  

2 2 Government and Civics Political Systems and Structures Explain the roles of authority figures within the school 

2 3 Geography Spatial Thinking and the Use of 
Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Locate the equator, the seven continents, and the four oceans on 
maps and globes 

2 3 Geography Spatial Thinking and the Use of 
Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Locate selected rivers, mountain ranges, and lakes in the United 
States  

2 3 Geography Spatial Thinking and the Use of 
Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Construct simple maps  

2 3 Geography Spatial Thinking and the Use of 
Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Compare and contrast a globe, U.S. map, and World map 

2 3 Geography Spatial Thinking and the Use of 
Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Identify and locate our nation's capital 

2 3 Geography Spatial Thinking and the Use of 
Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Name and locate the three countries in North America 

2 3 Geography Spatial Thinking and the Use of 
Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Identify the physical characteristics of different global features 
such as landforms, bodies of water, and natural resources  

2 3 Geography Five Themes of Geography: Place, 
Location, Region, Human/ 
Environment Interaction, 
Movement 

Define urban, rural, and suburban environments 



SECOND    Students will be able to… 
Grade MT 

Content 
Standard 

Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency-  

2 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Measure calendar time by days, weeks, months and years; 
identify the people and events honored by the following holidays: 
President's Day, Veteran's Day, and Independence Day  

2 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Distinguish between past, present, and future 

2 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Explain various facts about historical figures 

2 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Create a timeline 

2 4 History Current Events and the Modern 
World 

Define the term current event 

2 5 Economics The Nature and Function of 
Economic Systems 

Explain the difference between goods and services 

2 5 Economics The Nature and Function of 
Economic Systems 

Describe the ways people buy, sell, and exchange goods and 
services in their community 

2 5 Economics Economics Throughout the World Explain how people are both buyers and sellers of goods and 
services 

2 6 Sociology and Cultural 
Studies 

The Nature, Diversity, and 
Influence of Cultures 

Identify a cultural holiday/tradition  

 



THIRD GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES 2012-2016 

THIRD  2012-2016  Students will be able to… 

Grade MT 
Content 
Standard 

Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency-  

3 1 Inquiry and 
Application 

Informational Resources Utilize community resources such as field trips, guest speakers, 
and museums for historical awareness; identify sources used to 
gather information: people, printed materials, and electronic 
sources 

3 1 Inquiry and 
Application 

Social Studies Processes Use a problem-solving/decision-making process which includes: 
identifying a problem; gathering information; listing and 
considering options; considering advantages and disadvantages 
of options; choosing and implementing a solution 

3 2 Government and 
Civics 

Political Systems and Structures Recognize the importance of community, state, and national 
government; define the roles of major government officials 

3 2 Government and 
Civics 

Political Systems and Structures Recognizing and explaining the significance of national symbols 

3 3 Geography Spatial Thinking and the Use of 
Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Use cardinal and intermediate directions 

3 3 Geography Spatial Thinking and the Use of 
Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Position and label the seven continents and four oceans  

3 3 Geography Spatial Thinking and the Use of 
Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Use the equator and prime meridian to position and locate 
related geographical features 

3 3 Geography Spatial Thinking and the Use of 
Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Use a simple letter-number grid system 

3 3 Geography Spatial Thinking and the Use of 
Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Utilize data from maps, tables, graphs, and charts 

3 3 Geography Spatial Thinking and the Use of 
Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Recognize and identify geographic features 

3 3 Geography Five Themes of Geography: Place, 
Location, Region, 
Human/Environment Interaction, 
Movement 

Identify the physical characteristics of the environment affected 
and modified by the local community 



THIRD  2012-2016  Students will be able to… 

Grade MT 
Content 
Standard 

Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency-  

3 3 Geography Five Themes of Geography: Place, 
Location, Region, 
Human/Environment Interaction, 
Movement 

distinguish between towns, cities, states, countries, and 
continents 

3 3 Geography Five Themes of Geography: Place, 
Location, Region, 
Human/Environment Interaction, 
Movement 

Explain the difference between migration/immigration and 
settlement patterns in the U.S. 

3 3 Geography Five Themes of Geography: Place, 
Location, Region, 
Human/Environment Interaction, 
Movement 

Identify systems of transportation used to move people and 
products and systems of communication to move ideas from 
place to place 

3 3 Geography Five Themes of Geography: Place, 
Location, Region, 
Human/Environment Interaction, 
Movement 

Describe location and physical features of tribal lands in Montana 

3 3 Geography Five Themes of Geography: Place, 
Location, Region, 
Human/Environment Interaction, 
Movement 

Compare and contrast urban, rural, and suburban environments 

3 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Define year, decade, and century 

3 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Read and interpret the life history of a prominent historical figure 

3 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Recognize and explain the significance of five historical figures  

3 4 History Current Events and the Modern 
World 

Recognize the impact that current events have on local 
communities 

3 5 Economics The Nature and Function of 
Economic Systems 

Define, compare, and contrast consumers and producers 

3 5 Economics The Nature and Function of 
Economic Systems 

Explain ways that people may obtain goods and services that they 
do not produce including the use of money and bartering 

3 5 Economics Personal Economics Identify ways of earning, spending, and saving money 



THIRD  2012-2016  Students will be able to… 

Grade MT 
Content 
Standard 

Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency-  

3 5 Economics The Nature and Function of 
Economic Systems 

Explain how supply and demand affect the price of a good or 
service 

3 5 Economics Economics Throughout the World Distinguish between imports and exports 

3 6 Sociology and Cultural 
Studies 

The Nature, Diversity, and 
Influence of Cultures 

Research, create, and illustrate a report about a different culture  

 



FOURTH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES 2012-2016 

FOURTH    Students will be able to… 

Grade MT 
Content 
Standard 

Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency-  

4 1 Inquiry and 
Application 

Social Studies Processes *Identify a question or a problem, located and evaluate possible 
resources, gather and synthesize information, create and 
evaluate a new product.  

4 1 Inquiry and 
Application 

Informational Resources *Evaluate information quality.  

4 1 Inquiry and 
Application 

Informational Resources *Use information to support statements and decisions. 

4 2 Government and 
Civics 

Rights, responsibilities and 
participation in the political process 

*Identify and explain the individual's responsibilities to family, 
peers, and the community, including the need for civility, respect 
for diversity and the rights of others.  

4 2 Government and 
Civics 

Political Systems and Structures *Explain the purpose and various levels of government.  

4 2 Government and 
Civics 

Political Systems and Structures *Identify our representative leaders at the local, state, tribal, and 
federal levels.  

4 2 Government and 
Civics 

The Civil and Criminal Legal 
Systems 

*Describe factors that cause conflict and contribute to 
cooperation among individuals and groups. 

4 3 Geography Spatial thinking and the use of 
charts, maps, globes, and graphs. 

*Identify and use various representations of the Earth. 

4 3 Geography Spatial thinking and the use of 
charts, maps, globes, and graphs. 

*Locate on a map or globe Montana and it's physical features.  

4 3 Geography Spatial thinking and the use of 
charts, maps, globes, and graphs. 

*Using geographic terms, identify and describe the three major 
regions of Montana. 

4 3 Geography Spatial thinking and the use of 
charts, maps, globes, and graphs. 

*Identify and describe physical system changes within Montana 
(e.g. seasons, climate, weather, water cycle, and natural 
disasters.) 

4 3 Geography Five Themes of Geography *describe the five themes of geography using the state of 
Montana (geo cube) 



FOURTH    Students will be able to… 

Grade MT 
Content 
Standard 

Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency-  

4 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences *Use various sources of information, including: photographs, 
charts, paintings, architecture, song, and timelines to develop an 
understanding of Montana's past.   

4 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences *Identify and describe how individuals and events caused change 
in Montana State History.  

4 4 History Current Events in the Modern 
World 

*Identify and illustrate how technologies have impacted the 
course of Montana's history.  

4 4 History Current Events in the Modern 
World 

*Compare current status with the past history of American 
Indians Tribes of Montana. 

4 5 Economics Nature and Function of Economic 
Systems 

*Give examples of the following: needs verses wants, scarcity and 
abundance, supply and demand, prices. 

4 5 Economics Nature and Function of Economic 
Systems 

*Distinguish between private and public goods and services.  

4 5 Economics Personal Economics *Describe how personal economic decisions affect the lives of 
people in Montana (what to buy, recycle, donate, contribute) 

4 5 Economics Personal Economics *Explain the roles of money, banking and savings in everyday life. 

4 5 Economics Personal Economics *Identify and describe examples in which science and technology 
have affected the economic conditions of Montana. (internet, 
media advertising, factories, etc) 

4 5 Economics Economics Throughout the World NA 

4 6 Sociology and Cultural 
Studies 

The Nature, Diversity, and 
Influence of Cultures. 

*Identify and describe ways that families, groups, tribes, and 
communities influence daily life in Montana.  

4 6 Sociology and Cultural 
Studies 

The Nature, Diversity, and 
Influence of Cultures. 

*Identify the characteristics of Native American tribes in 
Montana.  

4 6 Sociology and Cultural 
Studies 

The Nature, Diversity, and 
Influence of Cultures. 

*Describe various expressions of culture in Montana (language, 
spirituality, stories and folktales, music and dance, work) 

 



FIFTH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES 2012-2016 

FIFTH    Students will be able to… 

Grade MT 
Content 
Standard 

Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency-  

5 1 Inquiry and 
Application 

Social Studies Processes *Apply the steps of the Inquiry Process (Identify a question or a 
problem, locate and evaluate possible resources, gather and 
synthesize information, create and evaluate a new product.) 

5 1 Inquiry and 
Application 

Informational Resources *Evaluate information quality.  

5 1 Inquiry and 
Application 

Informational Resources *Use information to support statements and decisions. 

5 2 Government and 
Civics 

Rights, responsibilities and 
participation in the political 
process 

*Identify and explain the individual's responsibilities to family, 
peers, and the community, including the need for civility, respect 
for diversity and the rights of others.  

5 2 Government and 
Civics 

Political Systems and Structures *Explain the purpose and various levels of United States' 
government.  

5 2 Government and 
Civics 

Political Systems and Structures *Identify our representative leaders at the federal level.  

5 2 Government and 
Civics 

The Civil and Criminal Legal 
Systems 

*Describe factors that cause conflict and contribute to 
cooperation among individuals and groups in the US. 

5 3 Geography Spatial thinking and the use of 
charts, maps, globes, and graphs. 

*Identify and use various representations of the Earth. 

5 3 Geography Spatial thinking and the use of 
charts, maps, globes, and graphs. 

*Locate and label on a map or globe the US and it's physical 
features.  

5 3 Geography Spatial thinking and the use of 
charts, maps, globes, and graphs. 

*Using physical and cultural geographic terms, identify and 
describe the major regions of the US. 

5 3 Geography Spatial thinking and the use of 
charts, maps, globes, and graphs. 

*Identify and describe physical system changes within the 
US.(e.g. seasons, climate, weather, water cycle, and natural 
disasters.) 

5 3 Geography Five Themes of Geography *Use the five themes of geography to describe the US. 

5 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences *Use various sources of information, including: photographs, 
charts, paintings, architecture, song, and timelines to develop an 
understanding of the United States' past.   



FIFTH    Students will be able to… 

Grade MT 
Content 
Standard 

Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency-  

5 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences *Identify and describe how individuals and events caused change 
in US history.  

5 4 History Current Events in the Modern 
World 

*Identify and illustrate how technologies have impacted the 
course of US history.  

5 4 History Current Events in the Modern 
World 

*Compare current status with the past history of American 
Indians Tribes of the US. 

5 5 Economics Nature and Function of Economic 
Systems 

*Give examples of the following: needs verses wants, scarcity and 
abundance, supply and demand, prices, labor, production, and 
wages.  

5 5 Economics Nature and Function of Economic 
Systems 

*Distinguish between private and public goods and services.  

5 5 Economics Nature and Function of Economic 
Systems 

*Identify and describe how economics have affected various US 
historical events and issues. 

5 5 Economics Personal Economics *Describe how personal economic decisions affect the lives of 
people in the US. (what to buy, recycle, donate, contribute) 

5 5 Economics Personal Economics *Explain the roles of money, banking and savings in everyday life. 

5 5 Economics Personal Economics *Identify and describe examples in which science and technology 
have affected the economic conditions of the US. (internet, media 
advertising, factories, etc.) 

5 5 Economics Economics Throughout the World NA 

5 6 Sociology and Cultural 
Studies 

The Nature, Diversity, and 
Influence of Cultures. 

*Identify and describe ways that families, groups, tribes, and 
communities influence daily life in the US. 

5 6 Sociology and Cultural 
Studies 

The Nature, Diversity, and 
Influence of Cultures. 

*compare and contrast characteristics of Native American tribes 
in the US. 

5 6 Sociology and Cultural 
Studies 

The Nature, Diversity, and 
Influence of Cultures. 

*Describe various expressions of culture in the US. (language, 
spirituality, stories and folktales, music and dance, work) 

 



SIXTH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES 2012-2016 

SIXTH       Students will be able to… 

Grade MT 
Content 
Standard 

Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency-  

6 1 Inquiry and 
application 

Social Studies processes Evaluate positions on an issue or event. 

6 1 Inquiry and 
application 

Social Studies processes Evaluate the significance of information used to support positions 
on issues and/or events. 

6 1 Inquiry and 
application 

Informational resources Analyze the validity, reliability, and credibility of information from 
a variety of primary and secondary sources while researching 
issues and/or events. 

6 1 Inquiry and 
application 

Informational resources Understand and demonstrate the ethical responsibility one has in 
using and citing sources and the rules related to plagiarism and 
copyright. 

6 2 Government & Civics Rights, Responsibilities and 
participation in the political process 

Understand the historical origins of civic involvement. 

6 2 Government & Civics The civil and criminal legal systems Understand the progression of society from hunter/gatherers to 
city/states.  

6 2 Government & Civics Political systems and structures Understand a variety of governmental forms from the past. 

6 3 Geography Spatial thinking and the use of 
charts, maps, globes and graphs 

Identify the location of places and regions in the world and 
understands their physical characteristics. 

6 3 Geography Spatial thinking and the use of 
charts, maps, globes and graphs 

Construct and analyze maps using scale, direction, symbols, and 
legends to gather information 

6 3 Geography Five themes of geography: location, 
place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and 
regions 

Identify the location of places and regions in the world and 
understands their physical and cultural characteristics. 

6 3 Geography Five themes of geography: location, 
place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and 
regions 

Understand human interaction with the environment. 



SIXTH       Students will be able to… 

Grade MT 
Content 
Standard 

Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency-  

6 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Understand how the rise of civilizations defines eras in ancient 
history 

6 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Understand and analyzes how technology and ideas from ancient 
civilizations have impacted world history. 

6 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Analyze and interprets historical data from a variety of 
perspectives. 

6 4 History Current Events and the Modern 
World 

Understand how the modern world is influenced by past events 

6 5 Economics The nature and function of 
economic systems 

Understand how the forces of supply and demand have affected 
international trade in the past. 

6 5 Economics The nature and function of 
economic systems 

Understand the production, distribution, and consumption of 
goods, services, and resources in societies from the past. 

6 5 Economics Economics throughout the world Understand the distribution of wealth and sustainability of 
resources in the world in the past. 

6 5 Economics Individual economics Analyze the costs and benefits of economic choices made by 
groups and individuals in the past. 

6 6 Sociology & Cultural 
Studies 

The nature, diversity, and influence 
of cultures 

Understand the characteristics of past cultures, including 
language and religion 

 



SEVENTH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES 2012-2016 

SEVENTH  
  

The student demonstrates an understanding of important 
information, such as: 

  MT 
Content 
Standard 

Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency-  

7 1 Inquiry and 
Application 

Social Studies Processes The ability to evaluate and formulate a position on an issue or 
event, past and present in the state of Montana 

7 1 Inquiry and 
Application 

Social Studies Processes Evaluate the breadth of evidence supporting positions on events 
or issues affecting Montana  

7 1 Inquiry and 
Application 

Social Studies Processes Analyze and respond to multiple viewpoints on Montana public 
issues brought forth in the context of a discussion 

7 1 Inquiry and 
Application 

Informational Resources The breadth of primary and secondary sources, and analyze notes 
to determine the need for additional information while 
researching a Montana issue or event. 

7 1 Inquiry and 
Application 

Informational Resources Creates annotated bibliography or works cited page using an 
appropriate format. 

7 2 Government and 
Civics 

Rights, responsibilities and 
participation in the political 
process. 

How the state constitution and tribal treaties influence people of 
Montana. 

7 2 Government and 
Civics 

Rights, responsibilities and 
participation in the political 
process. 

The structure, organization, and powers of government at the 
local level within the state of Montana. 

7 2 Government and 
Civics 

Rights, responsibilities and 
participation in the political 
process. 

The structure, organization, and powers of government at the 
state level within the state of Montana. 

7 2 Government and 
Civics 

Political systems and structures The structure, organization, and powers of government at the 
tribal level within the state of Montana. 

7 3 Geography Spatial thinking and the use of 
charts, maps, globes, and graphs 

Gather and interpret information using charts, maps, globes and 
graphs. 

7 3 Geography Five themes of geography; place, 
location, region, 
human/environment interactions, 
and movement 

How places within Montana can be defined using the five themes 
of geography. 



SEVENTH  
  

The student demonstrates an understanding of important 
information, such as: 

  MT 
Content 
Standard 

Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency-  

7 3 Geography Five themes of geography; place, 
location, region, 
human/environment interactions, 
and movement 

The ability to locate and describe absolute and relative locations 
within Montana using a variety of resources 

7 3 Geography Five themes of geography; place, 
location, region, 
human/environment interactions, 
and movement 

How human spatial patterns have emerged from natural 
processes and human activities in the state of Montana, in the 
past or present 

7 3 Geography Five themes of geography; place, 
location, region, 
human/environment interactions, 
and movement 

How the environment has affected people and how people have 
affected the environment in Montana 

7 3 Geography Five themes of geography; place, 
location, region, 
human/environment interactions, 
and movement 

Examples of cultural diffusion in Montana from the past or in the 
present. 

7 3 Geography Five themes of geography; place, 
location, region, 
human/environment interactions, 
and movement 

The role of immigration in shaping Montana society in the past or 
present.  

7 4 History Cause, course, and consequences The importance of major Montana historical events and how they 
are represented from different cultural perspectives. 

7 4 History Cause, course, and consequences Define an era by explaining the themes and developments of 
prehistoric Montana through European exploration. 

7 4 History Cause, course, and consequences Define an era by explaining the themes and developments of 
Montana from European exploration through exploitation and 
extraction of natural resources. 

7 4 History Cause, course, and consequences Define an era by explaining the themes and developments of 
Montana from Euro-American settlement to statehood. 

7 4 History Cause, course, and consequences Define an era by explaining the themes and developments of 
Montana from homesteading to World War II. 



SEVENTH  
  

The student demonstrates an understanding of important 
information, such as: 

  MT 
Content 
Standard 

Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency-  

7 4 History Cause, course, and consequences Define an era by explaining the themes and developments of 
modern Montana. 

7 4 History Current events and the Modern 
world.  

Analyze how an event in Montana or world history is related to 
current events. 

7 5 Economics The nature and function of 
economic systems 

Analyzing how the forces of supply and demand have affected 
international trade in Montana in the past or present 

7 5 Economics The nature and function of 
economic systems 

Analyzing the distribution of wealth and sustainability of 
resources in Montana. 

7 5 Economics Economics throughout the world Analyzing the production, distribution, and consumption of 
Montana goods, services, and resources in societies throughout 
the world from the past or in the present. 

7 5 Economics Individual economics The contribution of specific individuals to the economy of 
Montana. 

7 6 Sociology and cultural 
studies 

Nature, diversity, and influence of 
cultures 

Identifying various contributions of natives and immigrants to the 
culture of Montana. 

7 6 Sociology and cultural 
studies 

Nature, diversity, and influence of 
cultures 

Compare and contrast oral histories and/or creation stories of 
native American tribes and other settlement groups. 

 



EIGHTH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES 2012-2016 

EIGHTH 
   The student demonstrates an understanding of important 

information, such as: 
GRADE MT 

Content 
Standard 

Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency-  

8 1 Inquiry and Application Social Studies Processes The ability to evaluate and formulate a position on an issue or event, 
past and present in the United States 

8 1 Inquiry and Application Social Studies Processes The breadth of evidence supporting positions on events or issues 
affecting the United States 

8 1 Inquiry and Application Social Studies Processes The ability to analyze and respond to multiple viewpoints United States 
public issues brought forth in the context of a discussion 

8 1 Inquiry and Application Informational Resources The breadth of primary and secondary sources and is able to analyze 
notes to determine the need for addition information while researching 
a United States issue or event. 

8 1 Inquiry and Application Informational Resources Creating an annotated bibliography or works cited page using an 
appropriate format. 

8 2 Government and Civics Rights, responsibilities and 
participation in the political process. 

How the United States Constitution influences American citizens 

8 2 Government and Civics Rights, responsibilities and 
participation in the political process. 

Efforts to reduce discrepancies between key ideals and reality in the 
United States. 

8 2 Government and Civics Rights, responsibilities and 
participation in the political process. 

How a position on an issue attempts to balance individual rights and the 
common good.  

8 2 Government and Civics Rights, responsibilities and 
participation in the political process. 

The effectiveness of the system of checks and balances in the United 
States based on an event. 

8 2 Government and Civics Rights, responsibilities and 
participation in the political process. 

The organization and function of the Constitution, the division of 
powers, and checks and balances. 

8 2 Government and Civics Political systems and structures The structure, organization, and powers of government at the federal 
level 

8 2 Government and Civics Political systems and structures The process of how a bill becomes a law. 

8 2 Government and Civics Political systems and structures The U.S. government includes concepts of both a democracy and a 
republic. 

8 3 Geography Spatial thinking and the use of charts, 
maps, globes, and graphs 

An ability to gather and interpret information using charts, maps, globes 
and graphs. 

8 3 Geography Five themes of geography; place, 
location, region, human/environment 
interactions, and movement 

Physical and cultural characteristics of places and regions in the United 
States from the past or in the present. 



EIGHTH 
   The student demonstrates an understanding of important 

information, such as: 
GRADE MT 

Content 
Standard 

Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency-  

8 3 Geography Five themes of geography; place, 
location, region, human/environment 
interactions, and movement 

Cultural diffusion in the United States from the past or in the present. 

8 3 Geography Five themes of geography; place, 
location, region, human/environment 
interactions, and movement 

How the environment has affected people and how people have 
affected the environment in the United States in the past or present. 

8 3 Geography Five themes of geography; place, 
location, region, human/environment 
interactions, and movement 

Major United States historical events and how they are represented 
from different cultural perspectives. 

8 4 History Cause, course, and consequences How themes and developments help to define eras in U.S. history. 

8 4 History Cause, course, and consequences How individuals and movements have shaped U.S. history. 

8 4 History Cause, course, and consequences How technology and ideas have impacted U.S. history. 

8 4 History Cause, course, and consequences Historical materials from a variety of perspectives in U.S. history. 

8 4 History Cause, course, and consequences Historical events in United States history help us to understand a 
current issue. 

8 4 History Cause, course, and consequences Multiple causal factors create differences in positions on major events in 
U.S. history. 

8 4 History Current events and the Modern world.  The influence of the U.S. government's taxation, creation of currency, 
and tariffs. 

8 5 Economics The nature and function of economic 
systems 

How the forces of supply and demand have affected the production, 
distribution, and consumption of goods, services and resources in the 
United States. 

8 5 Economics The nature and function of economic 
systems 

Analyze the distribution of wealth and sustainability of resources in the 
United States. 

8 5 Economics The nature and function of economic 
systems 

How the forces of supply and demand have affected international trade 
in the United States. 

8 5 Economics Economics throughout the world The various contributions of natives and immigrants to the culture of 
the United States. 

8 6 Sociology and cultural 
studies 

Nature, diversity, and influence of 
cultures 

How cultures and cultural groups have contributed to U.S. history. 



NINTH-TENTH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES 2012-2016 

NINTH/TENTH World History & Geography  Students will be able to…  

GRADE 

MT 
Content 
Standard Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency- 

9th-10th 1 Inquiry and 
Applications 

Social Studies Processes Evaluate various historical resources and perspectives to develop 
a position paper or presentation. 

9th-10th 1 Inquiry and 
Applications 

Social Studies Processes Create strategies to avoid plagiarism and respect intellectual 
property when developing a paper or presentation.  

9th-10th 1 Inquiry and 
Applications 

Informational Resources Analyze primary, secondary sources, and artifacts to form an 
historical understanding of the following time periods: Human 
Beginnings (Origins-600 BCE), Classical Period (600 BCE-600 CE), 
Middle Ages (600 CE-1450 CE), Renaissance and Reformation 
(1450-1750), Age of Enlightenment and Industrialization (1750 
CE-1900 CE), Modern Era (1900 CE-Present) 

9th-10th 2 Government and 
Civics 

Political Systems and Structures Demonstrate an understanding of the purposes, organization, 
and function of governments as they relate to the following 
political systems  throughout world history: Egyptian Dynasties, 
Greek Democracy, Roman Republic, Islamic Caliphate, Byzantine 
Empire, Chinese Dynasties, Middle Age Monarchies, 
Totalitarianism in the 20th Century 

9th-10th 2 Government and 
Civics 

Political Systems and Structures Evaluate the impact of various forms of government on people in 
respect to the following revolutions:, French Revolution, Russian 
Revolution, Chinese Revolution, Latin American Revolutions 

9th-10th 2 Government and 
Civics 

Political Systems and Structures Evaluate the impact of various forms of government on people in 
respect to the following themes: Post Colonialism, Post WWII 
political borders 

9th-10th 2 Government and 
Civics 

The Civil and Criminal Legal 
Systems 

Understand and evaluate the challenges and triumphs of 
democracy and human rights and how those developments help 
to define eras in world history. 

9th-10th 2 Government and 
Civics 

The Civil and Criminal Legal 
Systems 

Understand and analyze examples of ethnocentrism and genocide 
in the modern era (1750 CE-Present). 

9th-10th 2 Government and 
Civics 

Rights, Responsibilities, and 
Participation in the Political Process 

Analyze the relationships and tensions between national interests 
and international issues in the world in the past or present.  



NINTH/TENTH World History & Geography  Students will be able to…  

GRADE 

MT 
Content 
Standard Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency- 

9th-10th 2 Government and 
Civics 

Rights, Responsibilities, and 
Participation in the Political Process 

Identify and criticize significant events, people, and important 
democratic values such as freedom, equality, and privacy in the 
world. 

9th-10th 3 Geography Spatial Thinking and the Use of 
Charts, Maps, Globes, &Graphs 

Understand and apply basic geographical features and 
terminology as well as identifying major world regions. 

9th-10th 3 Geography Five Themes of Geography: Place, 
Location, Region, 
Human/Environment Interaction, 
Movement 

Analyze and evaluate human interaction with environment across 
the world in the past or present.  

9th-10th 3 Geography Five Themes of Geography: Place, 
Location, Region, 
Human/Environment Interaction, 
Movement 

Understand and assess how the geography of expansion and 
encounter has shaped global politics in the following eras: Human 
Beginnings (Origins-600 BCE), Classical Period (600 BCE-600 CE), 
Middle Ages (600 CE-1450 CE), Renaissance and Reformation 
(1450-1750), Age of Enlightenment and Industrialization (1750 
CE-1900 CE), Modern Era (1900 CE-Present) 

9th-10th 3 Geography Five Themes of Geography: Place, 
Location, Region, 
Human/Environment Interaction, 
Movement 

Understand and explain the causes and effects of voluntary and 
involuntary migration in the world in the following eras: Human 
Beginnings (Origins-600 BCE), Classical Period (600 BCE-600 CE), 
Middle Ages (600 CE-1450 CE), Renaissance and Reformation 
(1450-1750), Age of Enlightenment and Industrialization (1750 
CE-1900 CE), Modern Era (1900 CE-Present) 

9th-10th 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Analyze and explain change and continuity within Beginnings of 
Human Development (Origins-600 BCE) 

9th-10th 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Analyze and explain change and continuity within the Classical 
Period (600 BCE to 600 CE). 

9th-10th 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Analyze and explain change and continuity within the Middle 
Ages (600 CE-1450 CE) 



NINTH/TENTH World History & Geography  Students will be able to…  

GRADE 

MT 
Content 
Standard Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency- 

9th-10th 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Analyze and explain change and continuity within the 
Renaissance and Reformation (1450 CE-1750 CE) 

9th-10th 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Analyze and explain change and continuity within the Age of 
Enlightenment and Industrialization (1750 CE-1900 CE). 

9th-10th 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Analyze and explain change and continuity within the Modern Era 
(1900 CE-Present). 

9th-10th 4 History Current Events and the Modern 
World 

Analyze consequences of positions on an issue or event. (Past and 
Present) 

9th-10th 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Analyze how influential individuals and major historical 
movements have shaped world history in each of the following 
eras: Classical Period (600 BCE-600 CE), Middle Ages (600 CE-1450 
CE), Renaissance and Reformation (1450-1750), Age of 
Enlightenment and Industrialization (1750 CE-1900 CE), Modern 
Era (1900 CE-Present) 

9th-10th 4 History Current Events and the Modern 
World 

Analyze consequences of positions on a current issue or event.  

9th-10th 4 History Current Events and the Modern 
World 

Evaluate and discuss news resources pertaining to current 
geography, political figures, and issues. 

9th-10th 5 Economics The Nature and Function of 
Economic Systems 

Understand and analyze how planned and market economies 
have shaped the production, distribution, and consumption of 
goods, services, and resources around the world in the past or 
present. 

9th-10th 5 Economics The Nature and Function of 
Economic Systems 

Understand the division of labor and how it applies to various 
world economic situations through the three major epochs 
(Neolithic Revolution, Ancient World, Middle Ages, Industrial 
Revolution, Modern Era) 

9th-10th 5 Economics Economics Throughout the World Analyze the specialization and interdependence of production 
and consumption in the modern global economy. 

9th-10th 5 Economics Economics Throughout the World Analyze how the costs and benefits of economic choices have 
shaped events in the world in the past or present. 



NINTH/TENTH World History & Geography  Students will be able to…  

GRADE 

MT 
Content 
Standard Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency- 

9th-10th 5 Economics Personal Economics Analyze their role in the world economy. 
(Micro/Macroeconomics) 

9th-10th 6 Sociology and 
Cultural Studies 

The Nature, Diversity, and 
Influence of Cultures 

Analyze how an understanding of world history and diverse 
cultures’ art, literature, philosophy, and religion can help us 
prevent problems today. 

9th-10th 6 Sociology and 
Cultural Studies 

The Nature, Diversity, and 
Influence of Cultures 

Analyze how interactions between diverse world cultures over 
time have resulted in both conflict and cultural growth. 

 



ELEVENTH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES 2012-2016 

ELEVENTH   High School- U.S. History  Students will be able to…  

GRADE 

MT 
Content 
Standard Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency- 

11 1 Inquiry and 
Application 

Social Studies Process Students will analyze, evaluate, and synthesize American 
historical events and explain their significance to the United 
States. 

11 1 Inquiry and 
Application 

Social Studies Process Students will be able to differentiate, determine the validity, and 
properly use primary and secondary sources in the development 
of historical persuasion. 

11 1 Inquiry and 
Application 

Social Studies Process Students will be able to properly format historical papers 
consistent with English department standards. 

11 1 Inquiry and 
Application 

Informational Resources Students will be able to use various resources to conduct 
research that will allow students to retrieve information on 
American history.   

11 1 Inquiry and 
Application 

Informational Resources Students will be able to effectively write a variety of historical 
papers by using proper historical research methods. 

11 2 Government and 
Civics  

Rights, Responsibilities, and 
Participation in the Political Process 

Will identify and assess their basic civil liberties as stated by the 
Constitution and their influence on individuals’ rights of the U.S. 
citizen from the post-Civil War to the present. 

11 2 Government and 
Civics  

Rights, Responsibilities, and 
Participation in the Political Process 

Students will identify and judge their expectations and duties as a 
citizen of the United States such as voting rights, legal obligations, 
and participating in the political process.  

11 2 Government and 
Civics  

Rights, Responsibilities, and 
Participation in the Political Process 

Students will be able to evaluate and demonstrate how to 
effectively participate in the democratic political process.  

11 2 Government and 
Civics  

The Civil and Criminal Legal 
Systems 

Explain the historical significance of landmark Supreme Court 
cases and their impact on the legal system of American history 
and its people.  

11 2 Government and 
Civics  

Political Systems and Structures Students will assess the evolution of the basic two partly system 
in U.S. government and their ideologies over time.  

11 3 Geography Spatial Thinking and the Use of 
Charts, Maps, globes, and Graphs. 

Students will be able to analyze and interpret various charts, 
maps, and graphs as they apply to U.S. historical events.  



ELEVENTH   High School- U.S. History  Students will be able to…  

GRADE 

MT 
Content 
Standard Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency- 

11 3 Geography Spatial Thinking and the Use of 
Charts, Maps, globes, and Graphs. 

Students will be to locate significant locations and physical 
features along with classifying, and comparing and contrasting 
them to their significance in U.S. history.  

11 3 Geography Five Themes of Geography Students will be able to diagnose and explain the impact of 
human migration and settlement over the course of U.S. history.  

11 3 Geography Five Themes of Geography Students will be to draw conclusions of the influence of natural 
resources on the settlement and economic development of the 
United States.  

11 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Students will be able to analyze the significance of important 
people, events, and ideas throughout American history.  

11 4 History Cause, Course, and Consequences Students will be able to examine and explain the significance of 
important concepts over time to the development of the U.S. 
such as liberty, and equality.  

11 4 History Current Events and Modern World Students will be able to compare and contrast the relevance of 
past events with current U.S. events and predict their results. 

11 5 Economics The Nature and Function of 
Economic Systems 

Explain the similarities and differences between supply and 
demand. 

11 5 Economics The Nature and Function of 
Economic Systems 

Students will comprehend and analyze the basic tenants of 
capitalism and how they apply to U.S. economics over the course 
of U.S. history. 

11 5 Economics Economics Throughout the World Students will judge and draw conclusions of the influence of 
various economic ideologies, philosophies, and world economic 
influences on U.S. economics.  

11 5 Economics Economics Throughout the World Students will be able to investigate and explain the 
transformation of the American economy and the impact over 
the course of U.S history.  

11 5 Economics Personal Economics Students will analyze historical and current U.S. economic policies 
and predict their impact on personal economics. 



ELEVENTH   High School- U.S. History  Students will be able to…  

GRADE 

MT 
Content 
Standard Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency- 

11 6 Sociology and 
Cultural Studies 

The nature, diversity, and influence 
of cultures 

Students will be able to analyze the impact of various ethnic 
groups and their immigration to the United States and its impact 
on the political, economic, and social development of the United 
States. 

11 6 Sociology and 
Cultural Studies 

The nature, diversity, and influence 
of cultures 

Students will classify the ebb and flow of religious fervor 
throughout U.S. history and the impact it had on the political, 
social, and economic forces in America.  

11 6 Sociology and 
Cultural Studies 

The nature, diversity, and influence 
of cultures 

Students will investigate the role of religious growth and impact 
on American history.   

11 6 Sociology and 
Cultural Studies 

The Nature and Function of 
Economic Systems 

Students will be able to analyze and understand the struggles of 
minority groups as they fought for political equality in United 
States history.  

11 6 Sociology and 
Cultural Studies 

The nature, diversity, and influence 
of cultures 

Students will investigate and appreciate the influence and 
contributions of women and minority groups throughout the 
development of the United States.  

11 6 Sociology and 
Cultural Studies 

The nature, diversity, and influence 
of cultures 

Students will research and understand the historical development 
of American Indians culture, struggles, and history.  

11 6 Sociology and 
Cultural Studies 

The nature, diversity, and influence 
of cultures 

Students will be able to analyze the current status of American 
Indians and their contributions as they relate to U.S. history.  

 



TWELFTH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES 2012-2016 

TWELFTH   GOVERNMENT  Students will be able to…  

GRADE 

MT 
Content 
Standard Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency- 

12 1 Inquiry and 
Application 

Social Studies Processes Document through example how the Constitution affects their 
everyday lives 

12 1 Inquiry and 
Application 

Informational Resources Use various primary and secondary resources to construct an 
argumentative thesis on a controversial issue in government 

12 2 Government/civics Rights, responsibilities and 
participation in the political process 

Give examples of how an individual's rights are limited by the 
rights of others 

12 2 Government/civics Rights, responsibilities and 
participation in the political process 

Evaluate and defend positions on the scope and limits of rights 
and obligations as a democratic citizen, the relationships among 
them, and how they are secured 

12 2 Government/civics  Rights, responsibilities and 
participation in the political process 

 Explain the fundamental principles and moral values of American 
democracy as expressed in the U.S. Constitution and other 
essential documents of American democracy 

12 2 Government/civics The civil and criminal legal system Identify major participants in a criminal trial and  define their 
roles  

12 2 Government/civics The civil and criminal legal system Analyze civil law through real life examples 

12 2 Government/civics The civil and criminal legal system Define civil and criminal law and list similarities and differences 
between them 

12 2 Government/civics Political systems and structures Explain how the system of "checks and balances" both enhances 
and hinders governance of the United States 

12 2 Government/civics Political systems and structures Give examples detailing how the federal courts have exercised 
judicial precedent 

12 2 Government/civics Political systems and structures Understand the political spectrum and be able to identify both 
conservative and liberal philosophies in government 

12 2 Government/civics Political systems and structures  Name the three branches of government and explain how they 
interact to govern at both national and state levels 

12 3 Geography Spatial thinking and the use of 
charts, maps, globes & graphs 

Use Atlases to compare countries statistically  

12 3 Geography Spatial thinking and the use of 
charts, maps, globes & graphs 

Locate counties of worldwide significance through the use of 
charts, maps, and globes   



TWELFTH   GOVERNMENT  Students will be able to…  

GRADE 

MT 
Content 
Standard Discipline Measurement Topic 3.0 Proficiency- 

12 3 Geography Five themes of Geography: place, 
location, region, 
human/environment interaction, 
movement 

 Demonstrate the  significance of political boundaries in foreign 
relations 

12 4 History Cause, course and Consequences Trace the Civil Rights movement in America and document how 
the movement has changed the country 

12 4 History Cause, course and Consequences List Supreme Court decisions related to the Bill of Rights 

12 4 History Cause, course and Consequences  Trace the historical roots of the Constitutional Convention and 
give specific examples of how the Constitution has been used to 
solve contentious issues in U.S. history 

12 4 History Current Events and the Modern 
World 

List historical world trends and happenings which have 
subsequently influenced current events 

12 5 Economics The Nature and Function of 
Economic Systems 

Explain the similarities and differences between supply and 
demand. 

12 5 Economics The Nature and Function of 
Economic Systems 

Research the work of the last state legislative session and 
determine how various economic philosophies affected its end 
product  

12 5 Economics The Nature and Function of 
Economic Systems 

Explain how Capitalism and a mixed economy interact with the 
political structure of the United States 

12 5 Economics Economics throughout the world Compare U. S. Capitalism with various Socialist systems in the 
world 

12 5 Economics Personal economics Explain how family units are affected by national monetary and 
fiscal policies 

12 6 Sociology and 
Cultural Studies 

The nature, diversity and influence 
of cultures 

 Document the struggle for equality faced by minority groups in 
America by comparing and contrasting the hardships they 
historically have faced 

12 6 Sociology and 
Cultural Studies 

The nature, diversity and influence 
of cultures 

Demonstrate how moral and ethical issues guide governmental 
policy. 

12 6 Sociology and 
Cultural Studies 

The nature, diversity and influence 
of cultures 

Provide information as to how various religious, racial and ethnic 
groups have shaped the historical interpretation of the 
Constitution 



  



Social Studies Rubrics 

Grades K-2  



KINDERGARTEN 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline:  Inquiry and Application  

Measurement Topic: Social Studies Processes 

Grade: Kindergarten 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 being a good citizen 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will take turns, share, be responsible, 

accept consequences, exhibit self control, be kind 

to others, cooperate with peers 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 defines characteristics of a good citizen, but does not consistently exhibit 
them 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will take turns, share, be responsible, 
accept consequences, exhibit self control, be kind 
to others, cooperate with peers with gentle 
reminders 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline:  Government and Civics  

Measurement Topic: Rights, Responsibilities, and Participation in the Political Process 

Grade: Kindergarten 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 being a good citizen 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will take turns, share, be responsible, 

accept consequences, exhibit self-control, be kind 

to others, cooperate with peers 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  
 

 Defines characteristics of a good citizen, but does not consistently 
exhibit them 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will take turns, share, be responsible, 
accept consequences, exhibit self-control, be kind 
to others, cooperate with peers with gentle 
reminders 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline:  Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Political Systems and Structures 

Grade: Kindergarten 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 recognizing and naming the American Flag and the Pledge of 
Allegiance 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 When shown two different flags, the student will 

point out the American flag 

 When the student hears the Pledge of Allegiance, 

he/she identifies it by name 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recognizes the American Flag 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 When shown two different flags, the student will 

point out the American flag 

 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline:  Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Grade: Kindergarten 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Recognizing that a globe is a model of the Earth and identifying a map as 

representing all or part of the Earth 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 When the teacher holds up a globe, the student 

names and identifies it as a model of the Earth 

 When the teacher holds up a map, the student 

names and identifies it as a representation of all or 

part of the Earth 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recognizes a globe and a map 
 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 When the teacher holds up a globe or a map the 

student can distinguish between the two by naming 

them correctly 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline:  Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Grade: Kindergarten 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Identifying and correctly using terms related to location, direction, and 

distance 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 When  the teacher gives directions, the student 

will  correctly place an item: up/down, over/under, 

etc.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 Identifies and correctly uses terms related to location, direction, and 
distance 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 When given two choices the child will correctly 

name the location: up/down, over/under, etc. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline:  Geography 

Measurement Topic: Five Themes of Geography: Place, Location, Region, Human/Environment Interaction 

Grade: Kindergarten 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 reciting home address 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student can state their entire home address 

correctly 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recites home address 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student can partially state their home address 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline:  History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Grade: Kindergarten 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 reciting the days of the week in order 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 List the days of the week in order 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recites the days of the week, not always in order and sometimes 
with omissions 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Sing the days of the week  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline:  History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Grade: Kindergarten 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Identifying words associated with time 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Show: today, tomorrow, and yesterday on a 

calendar 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 Identifying words associated with time 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Show: today and tomorrow on a calendar 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline:  History  

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Grade: Kindergarten 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 recognizing different holidays 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Identify Christmas and Valentine’s Day 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recognizes a holiday 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Identify Christmas 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline:  History  

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Grade: Kindergarten 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 one’s own life history 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student orally shares an event from early 

childhood related to their family history with a 

group 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 shares one’s own life history 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student orally shares an event from early childhood 
related to their family history with the teacher 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline:  Economics  

Measurement Topic: Personal Economics 

Grade: Kindergarten 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 recognizing that people have needs and wants 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 During circle time, students will share two things 

they want or need 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recognizing that people have needs and wants 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 During circle time, students will share one thing 
they want or need 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline:  Economics  

Measurement Topic: The Nature and Function of Economic Systems 

Grade: Kindergarten 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 explaining why people have jobs 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will list two reasons a person has a job 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 explaining why people have jobs 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will list one reason a person has a job 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline:  Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic: The Nature, Diversity, and Influence of Cultures 

Grade: Kindergarten 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 recognizing the makeup of his/her family 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will draw a picture of his/her family,  

explain who each person is, and name one unique 

characteristic about his/herself 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recognizing the makeup of his/her family 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will draw a picture of his/her family 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



FIRST 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline:  Inquiry and Application  

Measurement Topic: Social Studies Processes 

Grade: First 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 identifying a problem and possible solutions 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 When read a story, the student will identify the 

problem and list two solutions  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 Identify a problem and possible solutions  

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 When read a story, the student will identify the 
problem and list one solution 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline:  Inquiry and Application  

Measurement Topic: Informational Resources 

Grade: First 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 utilizing community resources such as field trips, guest speakers, 
and museums for historical awareness 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will illustrate a picture and write one 

sentence about what they learned 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 utilize community resources such as field trips, guest speakers, and 
museums for historical awareness 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will illustrate a picture about what they 
learned 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline:  Government and Civics  

Measurement Topic: Rights, Responsibilities, and Participation in the Political Process 

Grade: First 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 applying the traits of a good citizen 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will focus on fair play, exhibit good 
sportsmanship, help others, treat others with 
respect, recognize the purpose of rules, practice 
self-control, work hard in school, take 
responsibility for one’s own actions, value honest 
and truthfulness in one’s self and others, 
participate in classroom decision making through 
voting 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 apply the traits of a good citizen 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will focus on fair play, exhibit good 
sportsmanship, help others, treat others with 
respect, recognize the purpose of rules, practice 
self-control, work hard in school, take responsibility 
for one’s own actions, value honest and 
truthfulness in one’s self and others, participate in 
classroom decision making through voting with 
gentle reminders 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline:  Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Political Systems and Structures 

Grade: First 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 recognizing the symbols and traditional practices that honor and 
foster patriotism in the United States  

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will name the American symbols: 

American flag, bald eagle, White House, and Statue 

of Liberty 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recognize the symbols and traditional practices that honor and foster 
patriotism in the United States 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will name three out of the four  
American symbols: American flag, bald eagle, White 
House, and Statue of Liberty 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline:  Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Political Systems and Structures 

Grade: First 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 knowing the current president of the U.S. 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 When shown a picture of the current president, 

the student will identify him by name  

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 Knows the current president of the U.S. 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will identify a picture of the current 
president but not know his name  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline:  Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Political Systems and Structures 

Grade: First 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 reciting the Pledge of Allegiance 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will recite the Pledge of Allegiance 

independently  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recite the Pledge of Allegiance 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will recite the Pledge of Allegiance with 
a group 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 
  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline:  Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Political Systems and Structures 

Grade: First 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 recognize that schools have authority figures: teachers, principals, 

and superintendents 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student can name all school authority figures 

by name and state their roles  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recognize that schools have authority figures: teachers, principals, 

and superintendents 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 The student can name all school authority figures 
by name  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline:  Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Maps, Charts, Globes, and Graphs 

Grade: First 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 identifying various kinds of maps 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will be able to identify: Montana map, 

U.S. map, world map, and a globe 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 Identify various kinds of maps 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will be able to identify three of the four 
following maps: Montana map, and U.S. map, world 
map, and a globe 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline:  Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Maps, Charts, Globes, and Graphs 

Grade: First 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 identifying specific locations on a map 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will locate: his/her city/town, state, 

country, continent, Atlantic and Pacific Oceans 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 Identify specific locations on a map 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will locate five out of  the six locations: 
his/her city/town, state, country, continent, Atlantic 
and Pacific Oceans 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline:  Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Maps, Charts, Globes, and Graphs 

Grade: First 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 identifying a compass rose 

 naming and defining cardinal directions on a compass rose 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 When shown an example of a compass rose, the 

student will name it 

 Given a word bank, the student will label a picture 

of the compass rose 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 identify a compass rose 

 name and define cardinal directions on a compass rose 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 When shown an example of a compass rose, the 

student will name it 

 Given a word bank, the student will label a picture 
of a compass rose with 50% accuracy  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline:  Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Maps, Charts, Globes, and Graphs 

Grade: First 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 recognizing the use of a simple map key 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will use the map key to find and name 

the symbols on the map 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recognize the use of a simple map key 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will use the map key to find and name 
the symbols on the map with assistance 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline:  History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Grade: First 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 using a calendar 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will recite months and seasons of the year; 

locate yesterday, today, and tomorrow on a 

calendar; name a holiday 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 uses a calendar 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will recite months and seasons of the year; 
locate yesterday, today, and tomorrow on a 
calendar; name a holiday with less than two 
prompts 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline:  History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Grade: First 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 defining history as the story of our past 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will illustrate three major life events 

on a timeline 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 defines history as the story of our past 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will illustrate two major life events on a 
timeline 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline:  History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Grade: First 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 recognizing prominent historical figures 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will identify the following: George 

Washington, Abraham Lincoln and Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recognizes prominent historical figures 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will identify two out of the three: 
George Washington, Abraham Lincoln and Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline:  Economics 

Measurement Topic: Personal Economics 

Grade: First 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 distinguishing between needs and wants 
 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will cut pictures from a magazine and 

place them in two categories: needs or wants 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 distinguishes between needs and wants 
 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will cut pictures from a magazine and 
place them in two categories: needs or wants with 
only one error 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline:  Economics 

Measurement Topic: The Nature and Function of Economic Systems 

Grade: First 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 identifying different community workers 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will name and describe three different 

community workers 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 identifies different community workers 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will name and describe two different 
community workers 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline:  Economics 

Measurement Topic: Economics Throughout the World 

Grade: First 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 explaining  that wants are unlimited and resources are often scarce, 

therefore forcing individuals to make choices 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Set up a classroom store. The child will be able to 

make choices of wants they can buy 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 explains  that wants are unlimited and resources are often scarce, therefore 
forcing individuals to make choices 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 Set up a classroom store. With assistance, the child 
will be able to make choices of wants they can buy. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline:  Sociology and Cultural  Studies 

Measurement Topic: The Nature, Diversity, and Influence of Cultures 

Grade: First 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 comparing and contrasting similarities/differences among 
individuals and families 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will complete a Venn diagram 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 compares and contrasts similarities/differences among individuals and families 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will complete a Venn diagram with 
teacher assistance 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline:  Sociology and Cultural  Studies 

Measurement Topic: The Nature, Diversity, and Influence of Cultures 

Grade: First 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 identifying different cultures through the studies of holidays, 
customs, and traditions utilizing language, stories, folktales, music, 
and the arts including the Salish 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will be able illustrate a picture of a 

culture with great detail 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 identifies different cultures through the studies of holidays, customs, 
and traditions utilizing language, stories, folktales, music, and the 
arts including the Salish 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will be able illustrate a picture of a 
culture with minimal detail 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

SECOND 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline:   Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic: Informational Resources 

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 using problem-solving and decision-making skills to identify a 
problem and gather information while working independently and 
in groups 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Pair children; have them brainstorm three 

problems that children their age might have. 

Challenge another pair to offer choices; decide on 

how they would solve the problem 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 uses problem-solving and decision-making skills to identify a problem 
and gather information while working independently and in groups 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The teacher gives the students a problem. Students 
write down three solutions  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline:   Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic: Informational Resources 

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 utilizing community resources such as field trips, guest speakers, 
and museums for historical awareness 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will illustrate a picture and write a 

paragraph about what they have learned 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 utilizes community resources such as field trips, guest speakers, and 
museums for historical awareness 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will illustrate a picture and write two 
sentences about what they have learned 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline:   Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Rights, Responsibilities, and Participation in the Political Process 

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 exhibiting the responsibilities of a good citizen 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will  demonstrate, through teacher 
observation, that he/she can do the following:  
respect and protect the rights and property of 
others, take part in the voting process when 
making classroom decisions, describe actions that 
can improve the school and community, 
demonstrate self-discipline and self-reliance; 
practice honesty 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

  explains the responsibilities of a good citizen 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 With prompting and gentle reminders, the student 
will  demonstrate, through teacher observation, 
that he/she can do the following:  respect and 
protect the rights and property of others, take part 
in the voting process when making classroom 
decisions, describe actions that can improve the 
school and community, demonstrate self-discipline 
and self-reliance; practice honesty 

   1.5   

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline:   Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic:  Political Systems and Structures  

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 recognizing the symbols and traditional practices that honor and 
foster patriotism in the United States 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will label the following American 

symbols:  Capital Building, Washington Monument, 

Lincoln Memorial and the Liberty Bell from 

memory  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recognizes the symbols and traditional practices that honor and foster 
patriotism in the United States 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will label the following American 
symbols:  Capital Building, Washington Monument, 
Lincoln Memorial and the Liberty Bell using a word 
bank 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline:   Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic:  Political Systems and Structures  

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 recognizing the symbols and traditional practices that honor and 
foster patriotism in the United States 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will define the role of the president by 

naming three facts  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recognizes the symbols and traditional practices that honor and foster 
patriotism in the United States 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will define the role of the president by 
naming two facts 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



  

MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline:   Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Political Systems and Structures 

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 recognizing the symbols and traditional practices that honor and 
foster patriotism in the United States 
 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will name and match the symbol with 

its  significance: American flag, bald eagle, White 

House, and the Statue of Liberty  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recognizes the symbols and traditional practices that honor and foster 
patriotism in the United States 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will name and match two out of the 
four symbols with its  significance: American flag, 
bald eagle, White House, and the Statue of Liberty  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline:   Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Political Systems and Structures 

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 explaining the role of an authority figure 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will name and define the 

purpose/roles of the following authority figures in 

his/her own school: teacher, principal, and 

superintendent 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 explains the role of an authority figure 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will name the following authority 
figures in his/her own school: teacher, principal, 
and superintendent 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline:   Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Charts, Maps, Globes, and Graphs 

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 locating the equator, the seven continents, the four oceans on maps and 

globes 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using a word bank, the student will label the seven 

continents and four oceans on a map 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 locates the equator, the seven continents, the four oceans on maps and 

globes 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance and using a word bank, the student 
will label the seven continents and four oceans on a 
map 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline:   Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Charts, Maps, Globes, and Graphs 

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 locating selected rivers, mountain ranges and lake in the U.S. (i.e. 
Rocky Mountains, Great Lakes, Missouri, and Mississippi Rivers) 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will locate the selected rivers, 

mountain ranges, and lakes in the U.S. by pointing 

to a map (i.e. Rocky Mountains, Great Lakes, 

Missouri, and Mississippi Rivers) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 locates selected rivers, mountain ranges and lake in the U.S. (i.e. Rocky 
Mountains, Great Lakes, Missouri, and Mississippi Rivers) 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 With simple clues the student will locate the 
selected rivers, mountain ranges, and lakes in the 
U.S. by pointing to a map (i.e. Rocky Mountains, 
Great Lakes, Missouri, and Mississippi Rivers) 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline:   Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Charts, Maps, Globes, and Graphs 

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 constructing simple maps  
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Independently construct a map of the 

playground using a title, map key, and cardinal 

directions on a compass rose 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 constructs simple maps using title, map key, and cardinal directions 
on a compass rose 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 With a partner, construct a map of the playground 
using a title, map key, and cardinal directions on a 
compass rose 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline:   Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Charts, Maps, Globes, and Graphs 

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Comparing and contrasting a globe, U.S. map, and world map 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Make a Venn diagram using globe, U.S. map, and 

world map 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 Compares and contrasts a globe, U.S. map, and world map 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will place labels on a Venn diagram 
that has already been constructed 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline:   Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Charts, Maps, Globes, and Graphs 

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 identifying and locating nation’s capital 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will name and locate the nation’s 

capital on a U.S. map 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 identifies and locates nation’s capital 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 With simple clues, the student will name and locate 
the nation’s capital on a U.S. map 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline:  Geography  

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Charts, Maps, Globes, and Graphs 

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Naming and locating the three countries in North America 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Label the three countries on a blank map of North 

America 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 Name and locates the three countries in North America 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a word bank, label the three countries on a 
blank map of North America 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline:   Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Charts, Maps, Globes, and Graphs 

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 identifying the physical characteristics of different global features 
such as landforms, bodies of water, and natural resources 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Have groups of children use modeling clay to 

create their own landscapes including mountains, 

plains, rivers, lakes, and oceans, etc. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 identifies the physical characteristics of different global features 
such as landforms, bodies of water, and natural resources 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will find pictures of land and water forms 
and glue them on a poster in the correct categories 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline:   Geography 

Measurement Topic: Five Themes of Geography:  Place, Location, Region, Human/Environment Interaction, Movement 

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 defining urban, rural, and suburban environments 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 When given various pictures, the student will place 

under the proper category on a graph 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 defines urban, rural, and suburban environments 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will label pictures already categorized as 
urban, rural, or suburban 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline:   History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Measuring calendar time by days, weeks, months, and years 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using a calendar as a reference, students will 

correctly answer questions about weeks, months, 

and years 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 Measures calendar time by days, weeks, months, and years 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a calendar as a reference, students will 
answer questions about weeks, months, and years 
with a few errors 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline:   History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Identifying the people and events honored by the following holiday: 

President’s Day, Veteran’s Day, and Independence Day 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will write two sentences about each 

holiday, identifying the people and event 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 Identifies the people and events honored by the following holiday: 

President’s Day, Veteran’s Day, and Independence Day 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will write one sentence about each 
holiday, identifying the people and event 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline:   History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 distinguishing between past, present, and future 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write something that happened in the past (1st 

grade), present (2nd grade), and will happen in the 

future (3rd grade) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 distinguishes between past, present, and future 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Illustrate something that happened in the past (1st 
grade), present (2nd grade), and will happen in the 
future (3rd grade) 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline:   History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 explaining various facts about historical figures:   
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 On a picture chart of Abraham Lincoln, George 

Washington, and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 

students will write two facts about their lives 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 explains a fact about each historical figure:  Abraham Lincoln, 
George Washington, and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 On a picture chart of Abraham Lincoln, George 
Washington, and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
students will write one fact about their lives 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline:   History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 creating a timeline 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will illustrate and write five major life 

events on a timeline 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 creates a timeline 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will illustrate and write three major life 
events on a timeline 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline:   History 

Measurement Topic: Current Events and the Modern World 

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 defining the term current event 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will define the term current event, 

name a current event, and state two resources 

used to gather information on a current event 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 defines the term current event 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will define the term current event, 
name a current event, and state one resource used 
to gather information on a current event 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline:   Economics 

Measurement Topic: The Nature and Function of Economic Systems 

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Explaining the differences between goods and services 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will label two columns: goods and 

services. Have students list five examples under 

the appropriate headings 

 2.5   

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 explains the differences between goods and services 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will label two columns: goods and 
services. Have students list three examples under 
the appropriate headings 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline:   Economics 

Measurement Topic: The Nature and Function of Economic Systems 

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 describing the ways people buy, sell, and exchange goods and 
services in their communities 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will create a scenario and act out the 

roles of buyer, seller, and barterer 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 describes the ways people buy, sell, and exchange goods and 
services in their communities 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will create a scenario and act out the roles 
of buyer, seller, and barterer 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline:   Economics 

Measurement Topic: Economics Throughout the World 

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 explaining how people are both buyers and sellers of goods and 
services 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Have students take turns in the classroom store 

being both the buyer and seller 

 Identify two local sellers of merchandise 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 explains how people are both buyers and sellers of goods and 
services 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Have students take turns in the classroom store 

being both the buyer and seller 

  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline:   Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic: The Nature, Diversity, and Influence of Cultures 

Grade: Second 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 identifying a cultural holiday/tradition 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Associate one holiday or tradition with a country 

or region 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 identifies a cultural holiday/tradition 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Name one holiday from another country or region 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 

 



Social Studies Rubrics 

Grades 3-5



THIRD 
MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline:  Inquiry and Application  

Measurement Topic: Informational Resources 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Utilizing community resources 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will write a report citing two sources 

of information gathered during a field trip or guest 

speaker 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  
 

 Utilizes community resources 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will write a report citing one source of 
information gathered during a field trip or guest 
speaker 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline:  Inquiry and Application  

Measurement Topic: Social Studies Processes 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 problem solving and decision making processes 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 When given a problem, student will identify the 

problem, gather information, list and consider 

options, and choose a solution 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  
 

 problem solves and uses the decision making processes 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 When given a problem, student will identify the 
problem 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline:  Government and Civics  

Measurement Topic: Political Systems and Structures 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 recognizing the importance of community, state, and national 
government 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will construct charts that shows the 

three basic purposes of government (make laws, 

carry out laws, decide if laws have been broken) 

for each level 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  
 

 recognizes the importance of community, state, and national 
government 

 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will construct a chart that shows the 
three basic purposes of local government (make 
laws, carry out laws, decide if laws have been 
broken)  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline:  Government and Civics  

Measurement Topic: Political Systems and Structures 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 defining the roles of major government officials 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will research and write about the 

responsibilities each elected official has (president, 

governor, mayor) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  
 

 defines the roles of major government officials 
 

 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will construct a Venn diagram including 
president, governor, and mayor  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline:  Government and Civics  

Measurement Topic: Political Systems and Structures 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 recognizing and explaining the significance of national symbols 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Design and construct a book of the following 

national symbols: The Capitol Building, 

Washington Monument, Lincoln Memorial, The 

Liberty Bell, the American Flag, bald eagle, White 

House, and the Statue of Liberty 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  
 

 recognizes and explains the significance of national symbols 

 

 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Design and construct a book of the following 
national symbols: The Capitol Building, the 
American Flag, bald eagle, White House, and the 
Statue of Liberty 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline:  Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Using cardinal and intermediate directions 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will participate in a scavenger hunt where 

they must use cardinal and intermediate directions 

to locate points on various maps and a globe 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 Uses cardinal  directions 

 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will participate in a scavenger hunt where 

they must use cardinal directions to locate points 

on various maps and a globe 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline:  Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Positioning and labeling the seven continents and four oceans 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will position and label the seven 

continents and four oceans independently on a 

blank map   

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 labels the seven continents and four oceans 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a reference, the student will label the seven 

continents and four oceans on a map 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline:  Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Using the equator and prime meridian to position and  locate related 

geographical features 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 When given a blank map, the student will position 

and label the equator and prime meridian, the 

hemispheres, poles, Arctic and Antarctic Circles 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 Uses the equator and prime meridian to locate related geographical 

features 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a reference, the student will label a blank 

map with the equator and prime meridian, the 

hemispheres, poles, Arctic and Antarctic Circles 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline:  :  Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 using a simple letter-number grid system 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will construct a grid map to identify 

specific places  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 uses a simple letter-number grid system 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 When given a gridded map, student will locate 
specific places and features 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline:  :  Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Utilizing data from maps, tables, graphs and charts 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will use a graph to construct a table of 

the information shown.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 Utilizes data from maps, tables, graphs and charts 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will locate the corresponding information 
on graph and table 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline:  :  Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Charts, Maps, Globes, & Graphs 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Recognizing and identifying geographic features 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will locate and label geographic 

features on a map: peninsula, island, continent, 

mountain, plateau, desert, forest, river, ocean  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 Utilizes data from maps, tables, graphs and charts 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will label pictures of geographic 
features: peninsula, island, continent, mountain, 
plateau, desert, forest, river, ocean 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Five Themes of Geography: Place, Location, Region, Human/Environment Interaction, Movement 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Indentifying the  physical characteristics of the environment affected and 

modified by the local community 

 The student will construct before and after 

maps of highway 93 in his/her community 

showing location of the first settlements in 

contrast to the highway  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 Indentifes the  physical characteristics of the environment affected and 
modified by the local community  

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will locate the first settlements and the 
position of highway 93 on a map  

 

  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Five Themes of Geography: Place, Location, Region, Human/Environment Interaction, Movement 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Distinguishing between towns/cities, states, countries, and continents 

 Student will make a progressive flow chart 

listing town/city, state, country, and continent 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 Distinguishes between towns, cities, states, countries, and continents  
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will name the town/city, state, country, 

and continent he/she lives in 

  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Five Themes of Geography: Place, Location, Region, Human/Environment Interaction, Movement 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 explaining the difference between migration/ immigration and 
settlement patterns in the U.S. 

 

 orally explains the difference between migration 

and immigration and gives one example for each 

 Locates the two early settlements in the Bitterroot 

Valley and explains the reasoning for their 

locations 

 2.5   

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 explains the difference between migration/immigration and 
settlement patterns in the U.S. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 orally defines migration and immigration 
locates his/her town/city on a map of the Bitterroot 

Valley and explains the reasoning for its location 

  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Five Themes of Geography: Place, Location, Region, Human/Environment Interaction, Movement 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Identifing systems of transportation used to move people and 
products 
 

 Constructs two mobiles to represent early and 

present modes of transportation 

 Displays four modes of travel for each mobile 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 Identifies systems of transportation used to move people and 
products 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Orally identifies two  modes of transportation from 

the past and present 

  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

                     Measurement Topic: Five Themes of Geography: Place, Location, Region,  Human/Environment Interaction, Movement 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 describing the systems of communication used to move ideas from 
place to place 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Notes are taken on a field trip to the Ravalli County 

Museum 

 Use the notes to illustrate and describe types of 

communication  used to spread ideas 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 describes the systems of communication used to move ideas from 
place to place 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Use notes taken to orally identify ways ideas are 
spread 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Five Themes of Geography: Place, Location, Region, Human/Environment Interaction, Movement 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 describe location and physical features of tribal lands in Montana 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Use a map to locate and label tribal lands in 

Montana 

 Using past and present maps of tribal lands; 

compare and contrast their physical features and 

locations 

 State two reasons the tribes moved 

 2.5   

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 locates tribal lands in Montana 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Use a map to locate and label tribal lands in 

Montana 

  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline:  :  Geography 

Measurement Topic: Five Themes of Geography: Place, Location, Region, Human/Environment Interaction, Movement 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 comparing and contrasting urban, rural, and suburban 
environments 

 

 

 construct a list of attributes associated with the 

terms:  urban, rural, and suburban environments 

 draw a Venn Diagram to compare and contrast 

features of each environment 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 compares urban, rural, and suburban environments 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 construct a list of attributes associated with the 

terms: urban, rural, and suburban environments 

  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline:  :  History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 defining the relationship among year, decade, and century 

 

 Construct a flow chart comparing year/decade, 

decade/century, and year to century 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 defines the relationship among year, decade, and century 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Construct a flow chart comparing year, decade, 

and century 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 reading and interpreting the life history of a prominent historical figure 

 

 Using two sources, read about a historical figure 

 Construct a timeline using the information from 

the two sources 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 reads and interprets the life history of a prominent historical figure 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Using one source, read about a historical figure 

 Arrange pictures on a timeline representing the life 

of a historical figure 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 recognizing and explaining the significance of five historical figures 

 

 Construct a flip chart displaying the names and the 

contributions of: Helen Keller, Lewis and Clark, 

Thomas Edison, Benjamin Franklin, and a 

prominent Salish figure 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recognizes and explains the significance of three historical figures 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Construct a flip chart displaying the names and 

contributions of: Helen Keller, Lewis and Clark, and 

one prominent Salish Figure 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline:  :  History 

Measurement Topic: Current Events and the Modern World 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 recognizing the impact that current events have on both local and world 

populations 

 

 Use technology to find information concerning a 

current event that affects both local and world 

populations 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 Recognizes the impact that current events have on local communities 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Construct one local current event and state how it 

has impacted his/her community 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline:  Economics  

Measurement Topic: The Nature and Function of Economic Systems 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 defining, comparing, and contrasting consumers and producers 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will complete a Venn diagram of 

consumers and producers 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 defines consumers and producers 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will make a chart illustrating consumers 
and producers 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline:  Economics  

Measurement Topic: The Nature and Function of Economic Systems 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Explain ways that people may obtain goods and services that they do not 

produce including the use of money and bartering 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Set up a “trading post” in the classroom where 

individual students can spend classroom economy 

and barter for goods 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 Explain ways that people may obtain goods and services that they do not 

produce including the use of money and bartering 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will work with a classmate at the “trading 
post” 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline:  Economics  

Measurement Topic: Personal Economics 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Identifying ways of earning, spending, and saving money 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will list three ways he/she can earn, 

spend, and save money 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 identifies ways of earning, spending, and saving money 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will list one way he/she can earn, 
spend, and save money 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline:  Economics  

Measurement Topic: The Nature and Function of Economic Systems 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 how supply and demand affects the price of a good or service 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will write or state two examples of 

how supply and demand might affect the prices 

they pay for goods or services 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 defines supply and demand 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will write or state the definitions of 
supply and demand 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline:  Economics  

Measurement Topic: Economics Throughout the World 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 distinguishing between imports and exports 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will research and make a chart 

illustrating the kinds of goods the United States 

both imports and exports  

 Make a bar graph of items made in the United 

States and other countries 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 distinguishes between imports and exports 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will  list two goods the United States 
imports and two goods exported 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline:  Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic: The Nature, Diversity, and Influence of Cultures 

Grade: Third 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 recognizing that there are many cultures in the world 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will research, create, and illustrate a 

report about a different culture 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recognizes that there are many cultures in the world 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will list three facts about a different 
culture 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 

 



FOURTH 
MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic: Social Studies Processes 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 The Social Studies Process, which includes : 
1. Identify a question or a problem 
2. Locate and evaluate possible resources 
3. Gather and synthesize information 
4. Create and evaluate a new product 

 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Follow the Social Studies Process with a 

question or a problem in the local community or 

state.  

  Using the Social Studies Process, create a 

descriptive paragraph answering one of the 

following questions: What if railroads didn’t 

make it to Montana? What might happen if 

temperatures continue to rise in Montana?  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Discuss the social studies process. 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Given the following question, “What if railroads 
didn’t make it to Montana?” tell where you might 
look for information.  Tell what you now know from 
that information.  Write an answer to the question 
from what you found out. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic: Informational Resources 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 *Evaluate information quality. 

 *Use information to support statements and decisions. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Given a teacher generated paragraph regarding 

a topic about Montana, students will distinguish 

between relevant and accurate verses irrelevant 

and inaccurate information within the 

paragraph.   

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Differentiates between fact and fiction, relevant and irrelevant.  
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a list of statements regarding Montana, label 
each item fact or fiction. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics  

Measurement Topic: Rights, responsibilities, and participation in the political process 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 The individual’s responsibilities to family, peers and the community.  
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Identify and explain the need for civility, respect 

for diversity and the rights of others.  

 Participate in classroom meetings, jobs, elections 

 Practice listening skills. 

 Review and practice classroom/school 

expectations and reasons for them.  

 Discuss and practice parliamentary procedures, 

town meetings, etc.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Realizes an individual’s responsibilities to family and 
peers. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Identify and explain the need for civility, respect for 
diversity and rights of others. 

 Practice listening skills. 

 Participate in classroom meetings, jobs, elections. 

 Review and practice classroom/school expectations 
and reasons for them. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Political Systems & Structures 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The purposes and various levels of government.  
 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a three part chart illustrating local, state, 

and tribal levels of government and what they do.  

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Understands the purposes and various levels of government. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a three part chart, fill in any blanks 

identifying titles of various levels of government. 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Political Systems & Structures 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 Roles of representative leaders at local, state, and tribal levels.  
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 List the names of local, state, and tribal 

representatives. 

 Write a job description for each leader. 

 Participate in a mock town meeting that includes a 

mayor and other city representatives.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizes the leaders at local, state and tribal levels 
of governments. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 List the names of local, state, and tribal 
representatives. 

 Write a simple job description for each leader. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Political Systems & Structures 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 Factors that cause conflict and contribute to cooperation among 
individuals and groups.  
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read Thunder Rolling in the Mountains by Scott 

O’Dell. 

 Identify factors that contributed to the Nez Perce 

conflict. 

 Discuss the ways the different Nez Perce bands 

cooperated in their attempt to escape.   

 Define “treaty” and their use and misuse. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Understands conflict and cooperation. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Read Thunder Rolling in the Mountains by Scott 

O’Dell. 

 Define “treaty”. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 



 
 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Charts, Maps, Globes, and Graphs 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 The various representations of Earth.  
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare and contrast globes and maps. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizes the various representation of Earth. 
 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Identify one difference between globes and maps. 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Charts, Maps, Globes, and Graphs 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 The location of Montana on a globe and a map.  

  Montana’s physical features. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Locate and label Montana on a blank map of the 

US, include compass rose and cardinal directions, 

bordering states, and countries.  

 Locate and label major physical and political 

features on a blank map of Montana. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Locates Montana on a globe and a map. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Locate and label Montana on a blank map of the 

US. 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Charts, Maps, Globes, and Graphs 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 The three major regions of Montana.  
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read America the Beautiful, Montana textbook. 

 On a blank Montana map, label the three major 

regions of Montana. 

 List physical and cultural aspects of each region.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizes the three major regions of Montana. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Read America the Beautiful, Montana textbook. 

 Given a map with the three major regions of 
Montana, add a physical and cultural aspect of 
each. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Five Themes of Geography 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 The five themes of Montana geography. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Design and present a geoportrait exemplifying the 

five themes of geography using a Montana 

location.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizes the five themes of Montana geography. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 List the five themes of geography using a Montana 
location. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Charts, Maps, Globes, and Graphs 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 Physical system changes within Montana. 
 

 The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Describe the features of Montana’s climate 

(continental = four seasons with snow in the 

winter and semi-arid) 

  Explain the patterns of the water cycle. 

 List various Montana natural disasters and their 

causes and effects.   

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Recognizes physical system changes within Montana.  
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Describe the features of Montana’s climate.  

 Identify patterns of the water cycle. 

 List various Montana natural disasters. 

 1.5   

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course & Consequences 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 Various sources of information regarding Montana’s past. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Collect and display various photographs, paintings, 

sculpture, and other pieces of art portraying 

Montana’s past.  

 Create a timeline summarizing major historical 

events in Montana’s history.  

 Participate in Chip Jasmin’s week long historical 

music and dance lessons. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Identifies various sources of information regarding Montana’s past. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Collect and display various photographs, paintings, 
sculpture, and other pieces of art portraying 
Montana’s past. 

 Participate in Chip Jasmin’s week long historical 
music and dance lessons. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course & Consequences 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 Individuals and events caused change in Montana’s history. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Describe the relationship between our state 

symbol and the events and individuals that 

inspired it.  

 Create a timeline displaying Lewis & Clark’s travels 

through Montana.  

 Read and discuss the influence The Copper Kings 

had on Montana’s development.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Understands that people and events caused change in Montana’s 
history. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Color a drawing of the state symbol.  Explain its 
significance. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Current Events in the Modern World 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 Technology has impacted the course of Montana’s history. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read and discuss in America the Beautiful, 

Montana how railroads and steamboats impacted 

Montana.  

 After visiting the Ravalli County Museum, focusing 

on the logging and mining sections, create and 

perform a short play on how these impacted 

Montana.   

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Realizes that technology has impacted the course of Montana’s 
history. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Read and discuss in America the Beautiful, 

Montana how railroads and steamboats impacted 

Montana.  

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Current Events in the Modern World 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 The status of American Indians in Montana has changed over time.  
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a venn diagram illustrating past, present 

and overlapping characteristics of tribal status 

within Montana. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Understands that American Indians’ status has changed in Montana 
over time.  
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Make a “then and now list” describing one or two 
of Montana’s tribes. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: Nature and Function of Economic Systems 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 The economic principles of prices, needs verses wants, scarcity and 
abundance, supply and demand. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Make observations of scarcity and abundance, 
trade and barter, and needs and wants via Lewis & 
Clark’s travels through Montana.  

 Select from a large list of possible supplies which 
items Lewis & Clark actually took on their trip. 
(needs verses wants, trade & barter).  

 Give examples of needs and wants; scarcity and 
choice (example- budgeting of allowance, trading 
cards). 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Describes the difference between a need and a want, and between 
scarcity and abundance.  

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Give examples of needs and wants; scarcity and 
choice (example- budgeting of allowance, trading 
cards). 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: Nature and Function of Economic Systems 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 The difference between private and public goods and services. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a scenario of a guided fishing trip down the 
Bitterroot River. (Goods are materials & supplies 
taken on the trip. The services are the guide 
rowing your boat, the cook who made your 
sandwich) 

 Give reasons why the Bitterroot River is considered 
a public good and the pond in a back yard is 
considered a private good.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 

 Recognizes the difference between goods and services and between 
private and public. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a list of various items, label those which are 
considered goods vs. services.  

 Tell whether the Bitterroot River is a public or 
private good. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: Personal Economics 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 Personal economic decisions affect the population of Montana.  
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using a current event lesson discuss how the 
following personal economic decisions have 
affected future generations of Montana: Libby’s 
asbestos, Butte’s Berkley Pit, Milltown Dam, 
Anaconda’s smelter. 

 Continue third grade discussions of usage and 
recycling of everyday life.  

 Participate in a local food drive. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Understands how personal economic decisions affect the 
population of Montana.  

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Continue third grade discussions of usage and 

recycling of everyday life.  

 Participate in a local food drive. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: Personal Economics 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 The roles of money, banking, and savings in everyday life. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a “classroom economy” using fake money, 

checkbooks, banks, and stores.  

 Define the role of a bank.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Understands the roles of money, banking, and savings in everyday 
life. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Define the role of a bank. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: Personal Economics 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 Science and technology have affected the economic conditions of 
Montana.  
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a “technology free” day in the classroom or 

at home. (no electricity, telephones, computers, 

etc.) 

 Describe the cause and effect of the creation of 

the internet in Montana. (Working and shopping 

from home, homeschooling).  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Understands how science and technology have affected the 
economic conditions of Montana.  
 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Discuss the cause and effect of the creation of the 
internet in Montana. (Working and shopping from 
home, homeschooling). 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: Economics Throughout the World 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 NA.  
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 NA 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 NA. 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 NA 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic: Nature, Diversity, and Influence of Cultures 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 Families, groups, tribes, and communities influence daily life in 
Montana. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using National Geographic’s Native American 

Leveled Readers, complete chart describing how 

a tribe’s homeland affects shelter, food, art and 

clothing. 

 Complete a venn diagram illustrating family & 

community activities and employment of 

western verses eastern Montana.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Recognizes that families, groups, tribes, and communities have an 
influence on daily life in Montana.  
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 List any special events/celebrations that are unique 
to Montana, due to its past (Chief Victor Days, etc.) 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic: Nature, Diversity, and Influence of Cultures 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 There are similarities and differences among Montana’s Native 
American tribes.  
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Locate and label on a blank map of Montana the 

seven Native American reservations.  

 Choose two Native American tribes from 

Montana and complete a venn diagram 

illustrating their similarities and differences.  

 Participate in Chip Jasmin’s historical music and 

dance workshop. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizes differences among Montana’s Native tribes. 
 

errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and processes. 

 Choose two tribes of Montana.  Describe the 
differences between them, including language, 
dress, and original shelters.  

 Participate in Chip Jasmin’s historical music and 
dance workshop 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic: Nature, Diversity, and Influence of Cultures 

Grade: Fourth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 Montana’s culture is expressed in a variety of ways.  
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Participate in Chip Jasmin’s historical 

storytelling, music, and dance workshop.  

 Read in America the Beautiful, Montana about 

Charlie Russell, then discuss how his art is a 

reflection of life in Montana at that time.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Describes Montana culture. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Participate in Chip Jasmin’s historical 

storytelling, music, and dance workshop.  

 Create a list of traditions/events/activities 

unique to Montana. 

 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



FIFTH 
MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic:  Social Studies Processes 

Grade: Fifth 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 *Apply the steps of the Inquiry Process (Identify a question or a 
problem, locate and evaluate possible resources, gather and 
synthesize information, create and evaluate a new product.) 

*   The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using the Social Studies Process, write a paper 

about the effects if California seceded from the 

union.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Discuss the social studies process. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 With teacher assistance, using the Social Studies 
Process, write a paper about the effects if 
California seceded from the union. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic:  Informational Resources 

Grade: Fifth 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Information needs to be evaluated for its accuracy and relevance in 
order to support statements and decisions. 
 

*   The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Given a teacher generated paragraph regarding 

a US region, label each item as fact or fiction. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Differentiates between fact and fiction, relevant and irrelevant.  
 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a list of statements regarding the United 
States, label each item as fact or fiction. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic:  Informational Resources 

Grade: Fifth 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as: 

 Use information to support statements and decisions. 
*   The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Produce a US state report. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o (Vocabulary terms here) 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic:  Informational Resources 

Grade: Fifth 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as: 

 Use information to support statements and decisions. 
*   The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Produce a US state report. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o (Vocabulary terms here) 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Rights, responsibilities and participation in the political process 

Grade: Fifth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The individual's responsibilities to family, peers, and the community, 
including the need for civility, respect for diversity and the rights of 
others.  

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Identify and explain the need for civility, respect 
for diversity and the rights of others. 

 Participate in classroom meetings, jobs, elections 

 Practice listening skills 

 Review and practice classroom/school 
expectations and reasons for them. 

 Discuss and practice parliamentary procedures, 
town meetings, etc. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 
 There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details 

and processes as the student: 

 Identifies and explains the individual's responsibilities to family, peers 
and the community.  
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Identify and explain the need for civility, respect 
for diversity and the rights of others. 

 Participate in classroom meetings, jobs, elections 

 Practice listening skills 

 Review and practice classroom/school 
expectations and reasons for them 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Rights, responsibilities and participation in the political process 

Grade: Fifth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

.  

 The purposes and various levels of United States' government 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a chart/tree illustrating the various levels of 

U.S. government and what they do. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizes and recalls the various levels of United States' government. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 List/name the various levels of U.S. government and 
what they do. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Rights, responsibilities and participation in the political process 

Grade: Fifth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

       *Current representative leaders at the federal level.  

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write a brief job description of the various levels 

of the federal government.  

  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 
     *Identify our representative leaders at the federal level.  

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 List the names of current federal representatives 
with teacher assistance.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Rights, responsibilities and participation in the political process 

Grade: Fifth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

.  

 Factors that cause conflict and contribute to cooperation among 
individuals and groups in the US. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using America’s Story text book, read and 

discuss the cooperation between many 

different people during the Revolutionary War. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Understands conflict and cooperation. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Using America’s Story text book, read and discuss 
with teacher assistance the cooperation between 
many different people during the Revolutionary 
War.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial thinking and the use of charts, maps, globes, and graphs 

Grade: Fifth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 

 There are various representations of the Earth. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare and contrast the differing sizes and 

shapes of Greenland to the north and Antarctica 

to the south on various maps and globes.  

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 
 

 Recognizes the various representation of Earth. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Discuss the differing sizes and shapes of 

Greenland to the north and Antarctica to the 

south on various maps and globes.  

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial thinking and the use of charts, maps, globes, and graphs 

Grade: Fifth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The location of the United States on a globe and a map.  

  US’s physical features. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Given a blank map of the world, locate and label 

the U.S. 

 Locate and label major physical and political 

features on the above map. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Locates the United States on a globe and a map.  
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a blank map of the world, locate and label 

the U.S. 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial thinking and the use of charts, maps, globes, and graphs 

Grade: Fifth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 The cultural /physical regions of the US. 
 

* The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using a U.S. Regions text, describe the five 

major regions of the U.S. using physical and 

cultural geographic terminology. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Lists physical regions of the US.  
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a U.S. Regions text, describe the five major 
regions of the U.S. using physical and cultural 
geographic terminology with teacher assistance.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 
  



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment interactions, 
movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial thinking and the use of charts, maps, globes, and graphs. 

Grade: Fifth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Physical system changes within the US.(e.g. seasons, climate, 
weather, water cycle, and natural disasters.) 

 

 * The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Given a blank map of the U.S. label various 

climate zones. 

 Identify patterns of the water cycle. 

 List various U.S. natural disasters and their 

causes and effects. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Identify physical system changes within the US.(e.g. seasons, climate, 
weather, and natural disasters.) 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

With teacher assistance, 

 Given a blank map of the U.S. label various 

climate zones. 

 Name a U.S. natural disaster and its cause and 
effect. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic:  Five Themes of Geography 

Grade: Fifth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 The five themes of geography to describe the US. 

  
 * The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using U.S. Regions text, apply the five themes of 

geography to each region.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Uses the five themes of geography to describe the US. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Using U.S. Regions text, apply the five themes of 
geography to a region 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic:  Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Grade: Fifth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Various sources of information, including: photographs, charts, 
paintings, architecture, song, and timelines to develop an 
understanding of the United States' past.  

   
* The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a poster showing the various patterns of 

the U.S. flag over time and explain its changes. 

 Create a timeline summarizing major historical 

events in U.S. history from European 

colonization to WWII. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Uses various sources of information, including: photographs, charts, 
paintings, architecture, song, and timelines to develop an 
understanding of the United States' past 

  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Create a poster showing the various patterns of 

the U.S. flag over time and explain its changes. 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic:  Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Grade: Fifth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Individuals and events caused change in US history.  
 

* * The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Participate in a Wax Museum project and/or 

theatrical performance depicting an event or 

person in US history. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Identifies and describes how individuals and events caused change 
in US history.  

  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 With teacher assistance participate in a Wax 
Museum project and/or theatrical performance 
depicting an event or person in US history 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic:  Current Events in the Modern World 

Grade: Fifth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 Technologies have impacted the course of US history.  
 

 * * The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write a research paper regarding how the 

electric light bulb and telephone changed the 

US.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Identify how technologies have impacted the course of US history 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 List three inventions that changed US history.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



 
 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic:  Current Events in the Modern World 

Grade: Fifth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 . The status of American Indians in the US has changed over time.  
 

. * * The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a Venn diagram illustrating past, present, 

and overlapping characteristics of U.S. Indian 

tribes. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Compares current status with the past history of American Indians 
Tribes of the US. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 List the past verses present characteristics of US 
Indian tribes.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



 
 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic:  Nature and Function of Economic Systems 

Grade: Fifth 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The economic principles of prices, needs verses wants, scarcity and 
abundance, supply and demand 
 

. * * The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write a letter home describing supplies on 

board the Mayflower: things you needed verses 

things you wanted. 

 Participates in Teacher Created-American 

History Simulations: Odd Man Out (Trade 

Review). 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Describes the difference between a need and a want, and between 
scarcity and abundance 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 With teacher assistance write a letter home 

describing supplies on board the Mayflower: 

things you needed verses things you wanted. 

 Participates in Teacher Created-American 
History Simulations: Odd Man Out (Trade 
Review). 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



 
 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic:  Nature and Function of Economic Systems 

Grade: Fifth 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 The difference between private and public goods and services.  
 

. * * The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Define “goods” and “services”.  

 Define “public” and “private”. 

 Given a teacher-generated list label items as 

either public or private: backyard pond, lake, 

creek, irrigation ditch, ocean, etc.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Distinguishes between private and public goods and services.  
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

With teacher assistance, 

 Define “goods” and “services”.  

 Define “public” and “private”. 

 Given a teacher-generated list label items as 
either public or private: backyard pond, lake, 
creek, irrigation ditch, ocean, etc. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic:  Nature and Function of Economic Systems 

Grade: Fifth 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 Economics have affected various US historical events and issues. 
 

  * * The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read and discuss the causes and effects of the 

Boston Tea Party. 

 Participates in Teacher Created-American 

Simulation: The King’s M & M’s (The Stamp Act) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Identifies and describes how economics have affected various US 
historical events. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

With teacher assistance, 

 Read and discuss the causes and effects of the 

Boston Tea Party. 

 Participates in Teacher Created-American 
Simulation: The King’s M & M’s (The Stamp Act) 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic:  Personal Economics  

Grade: Fifth 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as: 

 

 Personal economic decisions affect the lives of people in the U.S. 
(what to buy, recycle, donate, contribute) 
 

*   The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 In an American History textbook, read and 
discuss the Homestead Act, Westward 
Expansion, Mining, etc, and how it affected the 
American Indians. 

 Participates in Teacher Created-American 
Simulation: Move Out(Immigrants/forced 
removal of Indians) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Describes how personal economic decisions affect the lives of people 
in the U.S. (what to buy, recycle, donate, contribute) 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

With teacher assistance, 

 In an American History textbook, read and 
discuss the Homestead Act, Westward 
Expansion, Mining, etc, and how it affected the 
American Indians. 

 Participates in Teacher Created-American 
Simulation: Move Out(Immigrants/forced 
removal of Indians) 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic:  Personal Economics  

Grade: Fifth 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 The roles of money, banking and savings in everyday life. 
 

*   The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Participate in a “classroom economy” using fake 

money, checkbooks, banks, and stores. 

 Define the role of a bank. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Explains the roles of money, banking and savings in everyday life. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Participate in a “classroom economy” using fake 

money, checkbooks, banks, and stores. 

 Define the role of a bank. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic:  Personal Economics  

Grade: Fifth 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 Science and technology have affected the economic conditions of the 
US.  
 

 *   The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 In an American History textbook, read and 
discuss how the Industrial Revolution changed 
the US and/or how medical sciences have 
improved after each war.  

 Participates in Teacher Created - American 
History Simulations: Widget Assembly 
(Industrial Revolution) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Identifies and describes how science and technology have affected 
the economic conditions of the US.  

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

With teacher assistance, 

 In an American History textbook, read and 
discuss how the Industrial Revolution changed 
the US and/or how medical sciences have 
improved after each war.  

 Participates in Teacher Created - American 
History Simulations: Widget Assembly 
(Industrial Revolution) 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic:  Economics Throughout the World 

Grade: Fifth 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 NA 
 *   The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 NA 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 NA 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 NA 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic:  The Nature, Diversity, and influence of Cultures 

Grade: Fifth 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 Families, groups, tribes, and communities influence daily life in the 
US. 
 

*   The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 In an American History textbook read and 

discuss the cultural influences of 

immigration/forced immigration to the US. 

 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Identifies and describes ways that families, groups, tribes, and 
communities influence daily life in the US. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

With teacher assistance 

 In an American History textbook read and 

discuss the cultural influences of 

immigration/forced immigration to the US. 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic:  The Nature, Diversity, and influence of Cultures 

Grade: Fifth 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 There are similarities and differences among US Native American 
tribes. 
 

*   The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Research, list and describe one tribe from each 

region of the US.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Recognizes differences among US  Native American tribes. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Research and describe one tribe from a region. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic:  The Nature, Diversity, and influence of Cultures 

Grade: Fifth 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 

 

 United States’ culture is expressed in a variety of ways. 
 

*   The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read various folktales from different regions of 

the US. 

 Make a list of various colloquialisms across the 

US. (E.g. pop/soda, bag/sack, spigot/faucet/ 

crick/creek, market/grocery/food store etc) 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Describes various expressions of culture in the US. 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Read various folktales from different regions of 

the US. 

 Make a list of various colloquialisms across the 

US. (E.g. pop/soda, bag/sack, spigot/faucet/ 

crick/creek, market/grocery/food store etc) 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



  



Social Studies Rubrics 
Grades 6-8 



SIXTH 
MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline: Inquiry and Application  

Measurement Topic: Social Studies Processes 

Grade: Sixth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Evaluating positions on an issue or event. 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare two points of view on the same issue.  Explain how 

point of view is influenced by culture, religion, gender, age 

and/or nationality. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Evaluating positions on an issue or event. 
 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o (Vocabulary terms here) 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Describe how point of view is influenced by culture, religion, 
gender, age and/or nationality. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline: Inquiry and Application  

Measurement Topic: Social Studies Processes 

Grade: Sixth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 the significance of information used to support positions on issues 
and/or events. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Evaluate the effectiveness of an argument.  Explain why 

using facts to support positions is more effective than using 

opinions. 

 Analyze the lessons and beliefs taught by the Greek myths. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 the significance of information used to support positions on issues 
and/or events. 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o Fact, opinion 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Explain why using facts to support positions is more effective 

than using opinions. 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline: Inquiry and Application  

Measurement Topic: Informational Resources 

Grade: Sixth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 the validity, reliability, and credibility of information from a variety 
of primary and secondary sources while researching issues and/or 
events. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare/contrast primary and secondary sources 

 Differentiate between reliable and unreliable sources of 

information on the internet. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 the validity, reliability, and credibility of information from a variety 
of primary and secondary sources while researching issues and/or 
events. 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o Primary source, secondary source 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Identify examples of sources as either primary or secondary. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline: Inquiry and Application  

Measurement Topic: Informational Resources 

Grade: Sixth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 the ethical responsibility one has in using and citing sources and the 
rules related to plagiarism and copyright. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Cite sources used when writing papers.  (Include author, title, 

publication date and page numbers) 

 Explain the ethical and legal consequences of plagiarism. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 the ethical responsibility one has in using and citing sources and the 
rules related to plagiarism and copyright. 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o Plagiarism, bibliography 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Cite sources used when writing papers.  (Include author, title 

and publication date) 

 Define plagiarism 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2—Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics  

Measurement Topic: Rights, Responsibilities and Participation in the Political Process 

Grade: Sixth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 the historical origins of civic involvement. 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare the Athenian system of direct democracy to 
representative democracy. 

 Compare/contrast the political structure of Athens and 
Sparta. 

 Compare/contrast Legalism and the teachings of 
Confucius  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Demonstrates an understanding of the historical origins of historical 
involvement. 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o Direct democracy, representative democracy 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Explain the role of citizens in ancient Athens. 

 When presented a list, identify the teachings of 

Confucius and Legalism 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2—Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics  

Measurement Topic: The Civil and Criminal Legal Systems 

Grade: Sixth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The progression of society from hunter/gatherers to city/states. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

- Compare/contrast the hunter-gatherer lifestyle with the 
agricultural lifestyle. 
- Explain how the development of agriculture led to a 
division of labor. 
- Describe Hammurabi’s Code and its importance 
- Create a diagram that illustrates the structure of the Indian 
caste system 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Demonstrates an understanding of the difference between 
hunter/gatherer societies and city/states. 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o Division of labor 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Describe the role of people within a hunter/gatherer 
society 

 Describe the role of people within an agricultural 
society. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2—Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics  

Measurement Topic: Political Systems and Structures 

Grade: Sixth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The structure and importance of governmental forms from the past. 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Explain the role of the Mandate of Heaven in the 

formation of Chinese dynasties 

 Compare/contrast oligarchy and monarchy forms of 

government 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 The structure of governmental forms from the past. 
 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

o Republic, democracy, oligarchy, monarchy, dynasty, theocracy 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Describe the basic structure of an oligarchy, monarchy, 
democracy and theocracy.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3—Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography  

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the use of charts, maps, globes, and graphs 

Grade: Sixth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 the location of places and regions in the world and their physical 
characteristics. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Identify the location of the Tigris-Euphrates river valley 

and explain the physical characteristics that made the 

development of agriculture possible. 

 Identify the location of the Nile River and explain how it 

supported the early civilization of Egypt. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 the location of places and regions in the world and their physical 
characteristics. 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o (Vocabulary terms here) 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Label an outline map of the world.  Identify all 7 
continents and the major oceans. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Social Studies MT Social Studies Content Standard 3—Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, 
human/environment interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography  

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the use of charts, maps, globes, and graphs 

Grade: Sixth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Constructing and analyzing maps using scale, direction, symbols, 
and legends to gather information. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 When given two maps with different scales, determine 
which would be more appropriate to complete specific 
tasks. 

 Draw a cultural map of Asia.  Use colors and symbols to 
indicate what language and religion are predominate in 
the various countries.  

 Map a route on a map, when given directions (include 
NW, SW, NE, SE) and distances 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 analyzing maps using scale, direction, symbols, and legends to 
gather information. 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o Scale 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a cultural map, identify the main language group 
and religion in specific areas. 

 Convert distance on a map into actual distance, using 
scale. 

 Map a route on a map when given directions (include 
the 4 cardinal directions) and distances  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies MT Social Studies Content Standard 3—Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, 
human/environment interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography  

Measurement Topic: Five Themes of Geography: location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, and regions 

Grade: Sixth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 the location of places and regions in the world and their physical 
and cultural characteristics. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Identify geographic features of China and explain how 
they isolated the country from the rest of the world 
and impacted the spread of ideas. 

 Explain how physical geography impacted the 
development of Greek city-states. 

 Explain why the Nile is sometimes called the “giver and 
taker of life”. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 the location of places and regions in the world and their physical 
characteristics. 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o (Vocabulary terms here) 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a list, match a country or region with its continent 
(ex: China/Asia, Egypt/Africa, Indus River/Asia) 

 Identify the unique physical characteristics of deserts, 
river valleys, mountain ranges and locate an example of 
each on a world map. 
 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Social Studies MT Social Studies Content Standard 3—Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, 
human/environment interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography  

Measurement Topic: Five Themes of Geography: location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, and regions 

Grade: Sixth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The significance of human interaction with the environment. 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Explain how the Incas altered the environment to 
increase crop production. 

 Explain how the use of dikes and canals impacted 
civilization in Mesopotamia 

 Debate the pros/cons of the development of 
agriculture, focus on the environmental impact  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Demonstrates an understanding that humans impact their 
environment. 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o Canal, dike, terrace 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Explain how the development of agriculture impacted 
the environment 

 Identify features as being natural or man-made (ex: 
dam, waterfall, mountain range, canal, etc.) 
 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4—Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical 
and future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History  

Measurement Topic: Cause, course and consequences 

Grade: Sixth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 how the rise of civilizations defines eras in ancient history. 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare and contrast the civilizations of Egypt and 
Kush. 

 Explain and compare the basic cultures of civilizations 
in Rome and Han China.  

 Identify the common elements found within “golden 
ages” and provide some specific examples. (ex: 
advances in medicine, literature, the arts) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Demonstrates an understanding of the characteristics of various 
ancient civilizations 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o (Vocabulary terms here) 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a list, identify and match characteristics of Egypt, 
Kush, Rome and China. 
 
 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4—Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical 
and future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History  

Measurement Topic: Cause, course and consequences 

Grade: Sixth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 How technology and ideas from ancient civilizations have impacted 
world history. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Identify and discuss the importance of the enduring 
aspects of Chinese culture (silk, medicine, language, 
gunpowder, etc) 

 Discuss the impact of Greek innovations on present day 
architecture, government, literature, philosophy, etc. 

 Explain how the development of written language 
impacted the cultures where it was developed.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Demonstrates an understanding of the developments in technology 
made by ancient civilizations 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o (Vocabulary terms here) 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Create a chart that demonstrates the increasing 
complexity of stone age tools. 

 List the major contributions of Indian culture in the 
areas of medicine, mathematics and literature. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4—Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical 
and future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History  

Measurement Topic: Cause, course and consequences 

Grade: Sixth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 How to analyze and interpret historical data from a variety of 
perspectives. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Analyze the fairness and usefulness of Hammurabi’s 

Code from different perspectives. 

 Write a journal entry from the point of view of a person 

within a specific culture.  (ex: pharaoh in Egypt, worker 

building the Great Wall of China, etc) 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Analyzing and interpreting historical data from a variety of 
perspectives. 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o (Vocabulary terms here) 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Explain what is meant by the phrase “an eye for an eye” 
and discuss whether or not you think this is fair justice. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4—Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical 
and future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History  

Measurement Topic: Current Events and the Modern World 

Grade: Sixth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The influence of past events on the modern world. 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Describe and provide examples of ways in which 

Hebrew traditions are reflected in the moral and ethical 

traditions of western civilization. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 The influence of past events on the modern world. 
 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

o (Vocabulary terms here) 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Compare and contrast the early forms of writing 
(cuneiform, pictographs) with what we use today. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5—Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics  

Measurement Topic: The Nature and Function of Economic Systems 

Grade: Sixth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 How the forces of supply and demand have affected international 
trade in the past. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Draw a flow chart that illustrates the trade that 
occurred between China and the Middle East, along the 
Silk Road. 

 Explain how the Lydian’s development of coined money 
affected trade. 

 Describe how the Phoenician’s lack of fertile land 
created a need for trade. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 How the forces of supply and demand have affected international 
trade in the past. 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o surplus 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 List the products that were traded along the Silk Road 
and identify the region of origin as either China or the 
Middle East. 
 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Social Studies MT Social Studies Content Standard 5—Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic 
principles of production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics  

Measurement Topic: The Nature and Function of Economic Systems 

Grade: Sixth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The importance of production, distribution, and consumption of 
goods, services, and resources in societies from the past. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Explain how the development of the Phoenician 

alphabet influenced trade and communication. 

 Explain how the Phoenicians need for resources 

affected sailing technology. 

 Discuss the link between trade and cultural diffusion. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 The importance of production, distribution, and consumption of 
goods, services, and resources in societies from the past. 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o Cultural diffusion 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a list of various natural resources, identify the 
region of origin. 

 Explain why hunter/gatherer societies had to move from 
place to place. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Social Studies MT Social Studies Content Standard 5—Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic 
principles of production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics  

Measurement Topic: Economics throughout the World 

Grade: Sixth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 How society is impacted by the distribution of wealth and 
sustainability of resources in the world. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Explain how the lack of natural resources in one region 

and the abundance of resources in another affects 

trade and technology? (ex: trade between Nubia and 

Egypt, Phoenicians and sailing technology) 

 Create a flow chart that illustrates the relationship 

between the domestication of animals and food 

production. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 How society is impacted by the distribution of wealth and 
sustainability of resources in the world. 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o Renewable, finite resources 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Describe the houses of Skara Brea and explain why they 
were made of stone. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 



 

MT Social Studies MT Social Studies Content Standard 5—Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic 
principles of production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics  

Measurement Topic: Individual Economics 

Grade: Sixth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The costs and benefits of economic choices made by groups and 
individuals in the past. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare/contrast the system of bartering and the use 

of coined money. 

 Explain how the Roman Empire fostered growth 

through the use of coined money and the construction 

of trade routes. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 The costs and benefits of economic choices made by groups and 
individuals in the past. 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o barter 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 List the pros/cons of the barter system.  Repeat with the 
system of using coined money. 
 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 



  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6—Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and Cultural Studies  

Measurement Topic: The Nature, Diversity, and Influence of Cultures 

Grade: Sixth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 the characteristics of past cultures, including language and religion. 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare/contrast Greek and Roman mythology. 

 Compare/contrast Buddhism and Hinduism. 

 Explain the correlation between Egyptian religion and 
pyramid building. 

 Write a news article, from the point of view of an 
investigative reporter in ancient Egypt.  Discuss 
Amenhotep IV and Nefertiti’s effort to institute the 
worship of one god. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 the characteristics of past cultures, including language and religion. 
 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

o (Vocabulary terms here) 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a list, identify deities as either Greek or Roman. 

 Given a list, identify beliefs as either Buddhist or Hindu. 
 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 



SEVENTH- MONTANA HISTORY 
MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic: Social Studies Processes 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The ability to evaluate and formulate a position on an issue or 
event, past and present 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Formulate a position on the re-introduction of 

predators in Montana and debate your position in 

the classroom. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Compare two positions on an issue or event, past or present, in 
Montana. 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Compare and contrast the issue of wolf re-
introduction. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic: Social Studies Processes 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Evaluate the breadth of evidence supporting positions on an issue 
or event 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Explain how a point of view is influenced by 

culture, religion, gender, age, and or nationality. 

 Analyze the use of facts and opinions in supporting 

an argument or position. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Evaluate the breadth of evidence supporting positions on an issue 
or event 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Name two documents that show rights given to 
groups that previously did not have rights. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic: Social Studies Processes 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyze and respond to multiple viewpoints on public issues 
brought forth in the context of a discussion 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Examine opinion pieces or newspaper editorials 

and identify factors that influence a writer’s 

position on issues. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Analyze and respond to multiple viewpoints on public issues 
brought forth in the context of a discussion 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a list of controversial topics, give one 
argument for or against each topic. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic: Informational Resources 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The breadth of primary and secondary sources and analyzes notes 
to determine the need for additional information while researching 
an issue or event. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compose an outline for a research paper using 

multiple resources to create a coherent and 

functional whole. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 The breadth of primary and secondary sources and can determine 
the need for additional information while researching an issue or 
event. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 List five documents, one of which must be a 
secondary source, where information about 
Montana history can be found. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic: Informational Resources 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Creates annotated bibliography or works cited page using an 
appropriate format. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student uses an appropriate MLA format to 

document sources used in a research project. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Creates annotated bibliography or works cited page using an 
appropriate format. 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student cites sources used, including author, title, 
publishing date and pages. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Rights, responsibilities and participation in the political process 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 How the state constitution and tribal treaties influence people of 
Montana. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 

 Describe how the 1972 constitution affected the 

following areas: education, equal protection, 

Indian heritage, and the environment.  

 Research the history of the Hellgate Treaty of 1855 

and read modern interpretations of the treaty. In 

groups, write a dialogue among the Salish, Flathead, 

and Pend d’Oreille chiefs as they debated the merits 

and drawbacks of the treaty. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Demonstrates how the state constitution and tribal treaties influence 
people of Montana  

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Compare and contrast fish and game laws between 
the state of Montana and Montana’s Indian 
Reservations.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Rights, responsibilities and participation in the political process 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The structure, organization, and powers of government at the local 
level within the state of Montana. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Plan a city. Decide what things are most important to 

the people of your imaginary community, and then 

make sure to design your city to meet your 

community’s needs. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 The structure, organization, and powers of government at the local 
level within the state of Montana. 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 List the function of a variety of local offices/ 
departments. (fire department, water department, 
sheriff’s office) 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Rights, responsibilities and participation in the political process 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The structure, organization, and powers of government at the state 
level within the state of Montana. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Comparing Montana’s Declaration of Rights with that 

of the U.S. Constitution’s Bill of Rights. How are they 

the same?  How are they different? 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 The structure, organization, and powers of government at the state 
level within the state of Montana. 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Create a chart that illustrates the basic structure of 
the government of the state of Montana. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 

 



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Rights, responsibilities and participation in the political process 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The structure, organization, and powers of government at the tribal 
level within the state of Montana. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Investigate the political structure of the Fort Belknap 

reservation.  Compare and contrast the political 

makeup of the reservation to the local and state 

level. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing the structure, organization, and powers of government 
at the tribal level within the state of Montana. 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Define tribal sovereignty and explain tribe’s ability 
to make and enforce local tribal laws. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial thinking and the use of charts, maps, globes, and graphs 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Gather and interpret information using charts, maps, globes and 
graphs. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students create a map of the state of Montana, 

identifying the three ecological regions of 

Montana, Major mountain ranges, its counties and 

major cities and rivers. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Gather and interpret information using charts, maps, globes and 
graphs. 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a map, students can locate the three 
ecological regions of Montana, its counties and 
major cities and rivers. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Five themes of geography; place, location, region, human/environment interactions, and movement 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 How places within Montana can be defined using the five themes of 
geography. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 

 Choose one Montana  tribe and describe their 
society and culture in terms of the five things of 
geography 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 How places within Montana can be defined using the five themes of 
geography  

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Create a poster that lists the five themes of 
geography related to your home town. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 

 



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Five themes of geography; place, location, region, human/environment interactions, and movement 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The ability to locate and describe absolute and relative locations 
within Montana using a variety of resources 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using a political map of the United States and 
Canada, name the present-day states and 
Canadian provinces through which the Corps of 
Discovery passed. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 The ability to locate and describe absolute and relative locations 
within Montana using a variety of resources 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Describe the relative location of a city in relation to 
major geographic features. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Five themes of geography; place, location, region, human/environment interactions, and movement 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 How human spatial patterns have emerged from natural processes 
and human activities in the state of Montana, in the past or present 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Explain how the introduction of the horse 

transformed the plains Indians into mounted horse 

warriors and hunters. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 How human spatial patterns have emerged from natural processes 
and human activities in the state of Montana, in the past or present 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Locate on a map five early Montana communities 
and identify the natural resources that attracted 
people to the area.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Five themes of geography; place, location, region, human/environment interactions, and movement 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 How the environment has affected people and how people have 
affected the environment in Montana 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare and contrast placer mining with quartz 
mining.  Explore the way minerals are extracted; 
the impact the different techniques had on the 
environment; the kinds of towns that grew up 
around the different kinds of mining; and the 
long-range effect of these mining techniques on 
Montana’s economy. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 How the environment has affected people and how people have 
affected the environment in Montana 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Identify major superfund sites in Montana. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Five themes of geography; place, location, region, human/environment interactions, and movement 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Examples of cultural diffusion in Montana from the past or in the 
present. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a presentation that demonstrates examples 

of cultural diffusion for example, the Hmong 

community in Montana, the Chinese influx in Butte, 

tribal efforts to preserve native languages, and or the 

popularity of Hutterite agricultural products. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Examples of cultural diffusion in Montana from the past or in the 
present. 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a list of various cultural groups students will 
correctly match them to their contribution. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Five themes of geography; place, location, region, human/environment interactions, and movement 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The role of immigration in shaping Montana society in the past or 
present. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Analyze the role the railroads played in Montana’s 

settlement. If the railroads had not come, do you 

think Montana’s population would have grown so 

quickly in the late 1800s? Why or why not? 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 The role of immigration in shaping Montana society in the past or 
present. 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 
 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a list, students will correctly match immigrant 
groups and their contributions. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, course, and consequences 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The importance of major Montana historical events and how they 
are represented from different cultural perspectives. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 

 Write an essay about the impact of the railroads on 

Indian tribes. What, if anything, did Indians gain by 

the coming of the railroads? What did they lose? 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 The importance of major Montana historical events and how they 
are represented from different cultural perspectives. 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 List the pros and cons of the fur trade among the 
Indians who participated. 

 List the advantages and disadvantages of the 
introduction of guns and horses among the Plains 
Indians. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, course, and consequences 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Define an era by explaining the themes and developments of 
prehistoric Montana through European exploration. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

  Describe the areas in Montana explored by the 

Corps of Discovery, François Larocque, and David 

Thompson. 

 Describe the four geologic time intervals; 
Precambrian, Paleozoic, Mesozoic, Cenozoic 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Recognizes the themes and developments of prehistoric Montana 
through European exploration. 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 List the geologic forces still at work that are shaping 
Montana. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, course, and consequences 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Define an era by explaining the themes and developments of 
Montana from European exploration through exploitation and 
extraction of natural resources. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write an essay comparing the impact of small pox 

and the devastation of the American bison on the 

plains Indians of Montana. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Recognizes the themes and developments of Montana from European 
exploration through exploitation and extraction of natural resources  
 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 List the main problems that existed with treaties 
between the United States government and the 
Indians. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, course, and consequences 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Defining an era by explaining the themes and developments of 
Montana from Euro-American settlement to statehood. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The early years of Montana statehood were 

marked by incredible political corruption.  In a 

classroom discussion could this level of corruption 

exist today/ why or why not? 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Recognizes the themes and developments of Montana from Euro-
American settlement to statehood. 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Identify how trains affected the social, economic, 
and physical landscapes of Montana. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, course, and consequences 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Define an era by explaining the themes and developments of 
Montana from homesteading to World War II. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 

  Identify and explain four political reforms passed by 

the Montana legislature during the Progressive Era. 

 Compare and contrast the homesteaders to people 

who came to Montana in earlier eras such as the fur 

trade or gold rushes. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Recognizes the themes and developments of Montana from 
homesteading to World War II. 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 

 List the reasons why so many homesteads failed in 
the early 1900’s. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, course, and consequences 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Defining an era by explaining the themes and developments of 
modern Montana. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Community change over time for various reasons.  

What were the main industries when the town 

started, and what are the major employers and kinds 

of businesses there now? 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizes an era by the themes and developments of modern 
Montana. 

 
 

 Create a timeline listing events that occurred in 20th 
century Montana. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Current events in the modern world 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyzing how an event in Montana or world history is related to 
current events. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 List some of the major challenges facing your 

community. What steps would you take to begin to 

solve them? 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Describing how an event in Montana or world history is related to 
current events. 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Describe some of the alternative energy forms 
being researched and developed in Montana. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: The nature and function of economic systems- 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Understand and analyze how the forces of supply and demand have 
affected international trade in Montana in the past or present 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Explain the correlation of Montana’s wheat 

production and China’s wheat consumption. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o (Vocabulary terms here) 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 China consumes millions of bushels of Montana’s 
wheat.  How does this affect Montana’s agricultural 
economy? 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: The nature and function of economic systems- 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyzing the distribution of wealth and sustainability of resources 
in Montana. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a map/graph showing the resources and 

wealth of ten counties in Montana. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Analyzing the distribution of wealth and sustainability of resources 
in Montana. 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Identify on a map the various economic regions of 
Montana and the industries associated with each 
region. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: Economics throughout the world 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyzing the production, distribution, and consumption of 
Montana goods, services, and resources in societies throughout the 
world from the past or in the present. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a graph/map depicting the distribution of 

Montana products globally.   

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Interpret the production, distribution, and consumption of 
Montana goods, services, and resources in societies throughout the 
world from the past or in the present. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Locate on a map the countries which consume 
products produced in Montana. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: Individual economics 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The contribution of individuals to the economy of Montana. 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write an essay describing the how the contribution 

of individual laborers, i.e. miners, loggers, farmers 

affect the economy of Montana. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 The contribution of individuals to the economy of Montana. 
 
 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o (Vocabulary terms here) 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Write an essay describing the contribution to 
Montana of a specific individual, i.e. Marcus Daly, 
William Clark, and Augustus Heinz. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and cultural studies 

Measurement Topic: Nature, diversity, and influence of cultures 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Identifying various contributions of natives and immigrants to the 
culture of Montana. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Research and create a report, power point 

presentation or poster on one of the following 

topics, The Hmong community in Montana, or 

tribal efforts to preserve native languages. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Identifying various contributions of natives and immigrants to the 
culture of Montana. 

 
 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 List ways Indians in Montana are working to ensure 
their native languages are being preserved. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and cultural studies 

Measurement Topic: Nature, diversity, and influence of cultures 

Grade: Seventh Montana History 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Compare and contrast oral histories and/or creation stories of 
Native American tribes and other settlement groups. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Research creation stories of some North American 

tribes as well as from other cultures around the 

world.  Compare and contrast the prominent 

themes from each. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Compare and contrast oral histories and/or creation stories of 
Native American tribes and other settlement groups. 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 List the differences between oral histories and 
archeology.   

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



  



SEVENTH- WORLD GEOGRAPHY 
MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations. 

Discipline: Inquiry and Application  

Measurement Topic: Social Studies Processes 

Grade: Seventh, World Geography 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  
 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 
3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Evaluate and formulate a position on an issue or event, past and 
present 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Explain how the establishment of Indian boarding 
schools led to the loss of tradition and language 
within tribes in Montana and the Pacific Northwest 

 Justify the creation of Canals to link Commercial 
centers throughout the region and world 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Summarize and formulate a position on an issue or event, past and 
present 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Identify Native American boarding schools and 
educational practices. 

 Locate the major canals and transportation projects 
throughout the world. 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations. 

Discipline: Inquiry and Application  

Measurement Topic: Social Studies Processes 

Grade: Seventh, World Geography 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  
 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 
3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Evaluate the breadth of evidence supporting positions on an issue 
or event 

 
 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Examine, summarize, and critique arguments for 
and against wolf reintroduction 

 Evaluate the production, distribution, and 
transportation of energy resources. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Utilize the breadth of evidence supporting positions on an issue or 
event 

 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Explain the arguments surrounding wolf 
reintroduction. 

 List energy resources and their distribution 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations. 

Discipline: Inquiry and Application  

Measurement Topic: Social Studies Processes 

Grade: Seventh, World Geography 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  
 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 
3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyze and respond to multiple viewpoints on public issues 
brought forth in the context of a discussion 

 
 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Class will research and participate in a debate over 
child labor in Diamond mines and the production 
of apparel. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Identify and respond to multiple viewpoints on public issues 
brought forth in the context of a discussion 

 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Class will participate in a debate over child labor in 
Diamond mines and the production of apparel. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations. 

Discipline: Inquiry and Application  

Measurement Topic: Informational Resources 

Grade: Seventh, World Geography 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  
 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 
3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Evaluate the breadth of primary and secondary sources and analyze 
notes to determine the need for additional information while 
researching an issue or event. 

 
 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will read excerpts from speeches by Chief 
Joseph, the Journals of Lewis and Clark (etc) and 
compare to modern summaries 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Interpret the breadth of primary and secondary sources and analyze 
notes to determine the need for addition information while 
researching an issue or event. 

 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will read and discuss speeches by Chief 
Joseph, the Journals of Lewis and Clark (etc) and 
compare to modern summaries. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations. 

Discipline: Inquiry and Application  

Measurement Topic: Informational Resources 

Grade: Seventh, World Geography 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  
 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 
3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Create an annotated bibliography or works cited page using an 
appropriate format. 

 
 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will use MLA or other citation methods to 
properly cite sources in a research paper or 
presentation. 

 Students will demonstrate a note taking strategy 
to keep track of one’s own ideas and the ideas of 
others when conducting research. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Create an annotated bibliography or works cited page using an 
appropriate format. 

 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will use MLA or other citation methods to 
properly cite sources in a research paper or 
presentation. 

 Students will demonstrate a note taking strategy to 
keep track of one’s own ideas and the ideas of 
others when conducting research. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography  

Measurement Topic: Spatial thinking and the use of charts, maps, globes, and graphs 

Grade: Seventh, World Geography 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  
 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 
3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Gather and interpret information using charts, maps, globes and 
graphs. 

 
 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will describe physical characteristics of 
places and regions using a legend on a world map. 

 Students will draw the major distinguishing 
features of each of the continents. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Gather and interpret information using charts, maps, globes and 
graphs. 

 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will locate important physical features on 
a world map. 

 Students will draw the distinguishing features of 
each of the continents. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography  

Measurement Topic: Five themes of geography; place, location, region, human/environment interactions, and movement 

Grade: Seventh, World Geography 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  
 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 
3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Understand and analyze how each place on earth can be defined 
using the five themes. 

 
 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will identify place, location, region, 
human/environment interactions, and movement 
using a map of the United States 

 Analyze how place is related to climate. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Understand how each place on earth can be defined using the five 
themes. 

 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will be able to identify the five major 
themes of Cultural Geography. 

 Identify regional climates. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography  

Measurement Topic: Five themes of geography; place, location, region, human/environment interactions, and movement 

Grade: Seventh, World Geography 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  
 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 
3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Locate and differentiate absolute and relative locations using a 
variety of resources 

 
 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will study and be able to locate places on 
map projections using latitude and longitude. 

 Students will study, compare and contrast various 
map projections. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Locate and describe absolute and relative locations using a variety 
of resources 

 
 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will be able to define what latitude and 
longitude are. 

 Students will study and locate places using various 
map projections. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography  

Measurement Topic: Five themes of geography; place, location, region, human/environment interactions, and movement 

Grade: Seventh, World Geography 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  
 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 
3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Understand and investigate how human spatial patterns have 
emerged from natural processes and human activities in the past or 
present 

 
 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will define the elements of culture in 
different places and regions. 

 Students will analyze how culture and experience 
influence people’s perceptions of places and 
regions. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Understand how human spatial patterns have emerged from 
natural processes and human activities in the past or present 

 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will recognize elements of culture in place 
and region. 

 Students will summarize how culture and 
experience influence people’s perceptions of places 
and regions. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography  

Measurement Topic: Five themes of geography; place, location, region, human/environment interactions, and movement 

Grade: Seventh, World Geography 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  
 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 
3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Understand and analyze how the environment has affected people 
and how people have affected the environment in Montana 

 
 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will define and analyze the concept of 
desertification. 

 Students will investigate and be able to list the 
major features dryland farming (including historic 
events such as the “dustbowl”) in central and 
eastern Montana. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Understand how the environment has affected people and how 
people have affected the environment in Montana 

 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will be able to describe the concept of 
desertification. 

 Students will be able to define what dryland 
farming is and the effects it has. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography  

Measurement Topic: Five themes of geography; place, location, region, human/environment interactions, and movement 

Grade: Seventh, World Geography 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  
 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 
3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Scrutinize examples of cultural diffusion in the world from the past 
or in the present. 

 
 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will show how geography shaped the 
civilization of Mesopotamia and Egypt. 

 Students will examine a map of the Northwest and 
constructs an interpretation about why Japanese 
internment camps were placed where they were.  

 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Understand examples of cultural diffusion in the world from the 
past or in the present. 

 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will be able use maps to identify where 
the cultures of Mesopotamia and Egypt are located. 

 Students will study the population distribution of 
Japanese in internment camps during WWII. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography  

Measurement Topic: Five themes of geography; place, location, region, human/environment interactions, and movement 

Grade: Seventh, World Geography 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  
 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 
3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Understand and trace the development of immigration in shaping 
societies in the past or present. 

 
 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will draw conclusions about the role 
Norwegian immigrants had on urban development 
in coastal communities. 

 Students will use maps to study the significance of 
the Irish immigration in Butte and its effects on the 
culture of Montana. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Understand the role of immigration in shaping societies in the past 
or present. 

 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will study immigration patterns of 
Norwegian immigrants. 

 Students will study the population change of Butte 
in the second half of the 19th Century and 20th 
Century. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History  

Measurement Topic: Cause, course, and consequences 

Grade: Seventh, World Geography 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  
 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 
3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Assess how the dissemination of cultures and civilizations followed 
predicable patterns along rivers and valleys. 

 
 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will study the development of 
transportation corridors using maps and historical 
archives. 

 Students will study the rise of ancient cultures in 
the major river valley civilizations. (Nile, Tigris-
Euphrates, Indus, and Yellow River) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Understand how the dissemination of cultures and civilizations 
followed predicable patterns along rivers and valleys. 

 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will use maps and locate the 
transportation corridors that shaped cultures and 
civilizations.  

 Students will be able to identify the basic features 
of the following river valley civilizations. (Nile, 
Tigris-Euphrates, Indus, and Yellow River) 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History  

Measurement Topic: Current events and the modern world 

Grade: Seventh, World Geography 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  
 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 
3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Understand and document how changing national borders affect 
the world. 

 
 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will use different maps during different 
periods of history to study the changing of 
different borders and investigate why those 
changes took place. 

 Students will us a map to study the changing 
borders and development of Montana counties. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Document how changing national borders affect the world. 
 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will compare different maps to identify 
the changing of national borders. 

 Students will use a map to locate and list the 
counties of Montana. 
 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics  

Measurement Topic: The Nature and Function of Economic Systems 

Grade: Seventh, World Geography 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  
 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 
3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyze regional trade and economic patterns in relationship to 
physical geographical features. 

 
 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will analyze the development of fur 
trading centers including rendezvous and 
subsequent trading post. 

 Students will trace the products sold by a large 
retailer back to the point of origin. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Summarize regional trade and economic patterns in relationship to 
physical geographical features. 

 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will use a map to locate and identify the 
different trading post used in Montana. 

 Students will trace the products sold by a large 
retailer back to the point of origin. 
 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics  

Measurement Topic: Economics Throughout the World 

Grade: Seventh, World Geography 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  
 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 
3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Understand and trace the historical development of the division of 
labor and production throughout the world. 

 
 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will analyze why products are made in 
Southeast Asia. (child labor and sweat shops will 
be studied) 

 Students will study the development of the 
assembly line and its impact on the world 
economy.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Understand the division of labor and production throughout the 
world. 

 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will study the cost of production of 
apparel and textile products in Southeast Asia. 

 Students will identify common household products 
that relate to the assembly line. 
 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics  

Measurement Topic: Personal Economics 

Grade: Seventh, World Geography 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  
 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 
3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyze their role in the world economy. 
 
 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will analyze items from their closet to 
create a map showing how their life is connected 
to the world market. 

 Students will study the development of minimum 
wage and laws that have affected the economy.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Identify their role in the world economy. 
 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will take items from their closet and 
locate on a map their country of origin. 

 Students will be able to trace the development of 
minimum wage through time.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic: The Nature, Diversity, and Influence of Cultures 

Grade: Seventh, World Geography 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  
 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 
3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Investigate and Evaluate the artistic and cultural contributions of 
Montana's and the region’s native tribes to society. 

 
 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will study the annual Flathead return to 
St. Mary’s Mission to show their cultural roots to 
the community. 

 Students will critique the attempts to preserve the 
Salish language. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Understand the artistic and cultural contributions of Montana's and 
the region’s native tribes to society. 

 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will trace the history of the annual 
Flathead return to St. Mary’s Mission. 

 Students will study the attempts to preserve the 
Salish language. 
 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic: The Nature, Diversity, and Influence of Cultures 

Grade: Seventh, World Geography 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  
 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 
3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyze and trace the development of interactions between native 
cultures as they interacted with the development of American 
History. 

 
 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will study the flight of Chief Joseph’s Nez 
Perce tribe and the history of relocation in 
Montana.  

 Students will read, study and discuss the decline of 
the native tribes in Southern California using the 
history of Ishi.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognize interactions between native cultures as they interacted 
with the development of American History. 

 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will use a map to trace Chief Joseph’s 
attempt to flee from their reservation in present 
day Idaho to Canada.  

 Students will summarize Ishi’s story.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic: The Nature, Diversity, and Influence of Cultures 

Grade: Seventh, World Geography 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  
 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 
3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Read, study and evaluate the artistic and literary contributions of 
Montana and the northwest region. 

 
 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will study rites of passage through the 
use of Counting Coup.  

 Study the artistic and cultural contributions of 
Charles M. Russell.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Summarize the artistic and literary contributions of Montana and 
the northwest region. 

 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will read Counting Coup and be able to 
summarize the story. 

 Students will create a catalog of Charles M. Russell’s 
work.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 

 



EIGHTH 
MT Content Standard 1—Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real 
world situations. 

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic: Social Studies Processes 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The ability to evaluate and formulate a position on an issue or 
event, past or present, in the United States. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Choose a position to defend on the controversy 

surrounding ‘states rights’ in the context of the 

Civil War. 

 Evaluate the importance of the Magna Carta to the 

colonists’ belief about their liberties. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Compare two positions on an issue or event, past or present, in the United 
States. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Compare and contrast the position of the North and 
the South regarding the issue of slavery. 
 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



  



MT Content Standard 1—Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real 
world situations. 

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic: Social Studies Processes 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The breadth of evidence supporting positions on events or issues 
affecting the United States. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Assemble a list of documents, with relevant 

passages, that show the progression of extending 

rights to various groups in the United States. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 The breadth of evidence supporting positions on events or issues 
affecting the United States. 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Name two documents that show rights given to 
groups that previously did not have rights. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Content Standard 1—Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real 
world situations. 

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic: Social Studies Processes 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The ability to analyze and respond to multiple viewpoints of United 
States public issues brought forth in the context of a discussion. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare and contrast the patriots’ and the 

Loyalists’ positions toward maintaining allegiance 

to the King. 

 Debate the pros and cons of extending voting 

rights to women. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Analyze and respond to multiple viewpoints of United States public 
issues brought forth in the context of a discussion. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a list of controversial topics, give one 
argument both for and against each topic. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Content Standard 1—Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real 
world situations. 

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic: Informational Resources 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The breadth of primary and secondary sources and is able to 
analyze notes to determine the need for addition information while 
researching a United States issue or event. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Analyze how the Articles of Confederation and the 

U.S. Constitution each contribute to implementing 

the ideals of the Declaration of Independence. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 The breadth of primary and secondary sources and can determine 
the need for addition information while researching a United States 
issue or event. 

Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

o (Declaration of Independence, Articles of Confederation, Constitution, 
Federalist Papers, Monroe Document) 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

    List five documents, one of which must be a 
secondary source, where information about U.S. 
history can be found 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

  



MT Content Standard 1—Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies knowledge to real 
world situations. 

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic: Informational Resources 

Grade: Eighth 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Creating an annotated bibliography or works cited page using an 
appropriate format. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Demonstrate how to cite a non-fiction book for a 

bibliography. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Creating an annotated bibliography or works cited page using an 
appropriate format. 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Show a citation for a non-fiction book for a 
bibliography 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Content Standard 2—Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the 
operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Rights, responsibilities and participation in the political process 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 How the United States Constitution influences American citizens.  
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Describe the rights and duties of the people 

according to the Declaration of Independence. 

 Give examples of the practice of your rights as 

guaranteed in the Bill of Rights. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 How the United States Constitution influences American citizens. 
  

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Locate examples of rights you enjoy in the Bill of 
Rights. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Content Standard 2—Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the 
operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Rights, responsibilities and participation in the political process 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Efforts to reduce discrepancies between key ideals and reality in the 
United States. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 List three changes to the Constitution where rights 

are given to individuals or groups who were 

previously denied them and evaluate how 

successful those amendments are in the present. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Efforts to reduce discrepancies between key ideals and reality in the 
United States. 

o (13th, 14th, 15th, 19th, 26th Amendments) 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Match each amendment with the right it gives to 
certain groups. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Content Standard 2—Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the 
operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Rights, responsibilities and participation in the political process 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 How a position on an issue attempts to balance individual rights 
and the common good. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Explain why Andrew Jackson believed the 

government had the right to decide where Native 

Americans lived. 

 Describe how the Cherokee Nation adopted white 

customs in hopes of living independently on their 

own land. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 How a position on an issue attempts to balance individual rights 
and the common good. 

 (taxation, sedition, the draft, hate crime legislation) 
 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a list of various laws, indicate whether if 
attempts to preserve individual rights or the 
common good. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Content Standard 2—Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the 
operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Rights, responsibilities and participation in the political process 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The effectiveness of the system of checks and balances in the 
United States based on an event. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a flow chart showing how each branch of 

government checked the other with a Supreme 

Court nomination. 

 Judge the effectiveness of the system of checks 

and balances in regard to the election of 2000. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 The effectiveness of the system of checks and balances in the 
United States based on an event. 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Create a flow chart showing how each branch of 
government checks the other. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Content Standard 2—Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the 
operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Rights, responsibilities and participation in the political process 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The organization and function of the Constitution, the division of 
powers, and checks and balances.  

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Discuss why the principle of checks and balances 

was included in the Constitution. 

 Summarize Articles I, II, III, and IV of the 

Constitution. 

 Explain how a member of any branch of 

government can be removed from office. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 The organization and function of the Constitution, the division of 
powers, and checks and balances.  

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o (Legislative Branch, Executive Branch, Judicial Branch, ) 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Explain the powers of each branch of government. 

 Explain the role of each branch of government. 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Content Standard 2—Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the 
operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Political systems and structures 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The structure, organization, and powers of government at the 
federal level. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Explain how the weaknesses of the Articles of 

Confederation led to the Constitution. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 The structure, organization, and powers of government at the 
federal level. 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o (Vocabulary terms here) 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Outline the first three articles to the Constitution 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Content Standard 2—Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the 
operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Political systems and structures 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The process of how a bill becomes a law. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Propose a new law and discuss the steps to how it 

will become a law. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 The process of how a bill becomes a law. 
 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

o (propose, legislature, committee,  amend, motion, vote, veto) 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a list of the steps of how a bill becomes a law, 
place them in order. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Content Standard 2—Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to understand the 
operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Political systems and structures 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The U.S. government includes concepts of both a democracy and a 
republic. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Design a Venn diagram showing the differences 

and similarities between a republic and a 

democracy. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 The U.S. government includes concepts of both a democracy and a republic. 

o (Republic: A nation or state in which the power is held by citizens 
who elect representatives to manage the government.) 

o (Democracy: Form of government, where a constitution guarantees 
basic personal and political election, and independent courts of law) 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Given the definition of a republic and a democracy, 
student will supply the correct label. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Content Standard 3—Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, 
and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial thinking and the use of charts, maps, globes, and graphs 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 An ability to gather and interpret information using charts, maps, 
globes, and graphs. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Explain why the original 13 British Colonies are 

located where they are. 

 Create a map showing the land grants of various 

European countries on the North American 

continent. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 An ability to gather and interpret information using charts, maps, 
globes, and graphs. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a map and a list of colonies, place the 
13colonies in the correct location. 

 Fill in a chart with explorers, country of origin, date 
of exploration, and area in North American where 
they staked a claim. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Content Standard 3—Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, 
and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement: Five themes of geography; place, location, region, human/environment interactions, and movement 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Physical and cultural characteristics of places and regions in the 
United States from the past or in the present. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a chart of the land claims of France, 

England, and Spain in the 1500’s and include a 

picture depicting a cultural motif from the present 

in each region. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Physical and cultural characteristics of places and regions in the 
United States from the past or in the present. 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
o (Louisiana Territory, New Orleans) 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Locate the Louisiana Territory on a map. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Content Standard 3—Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, 
and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Five themes of geography; place, location, region, human/environment interactions, and movement 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Cultural diffusion in the United States from the past or in the 
present. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Identify where different immigrant groups settled. 

 Identify push and pull factors for different groups 

of American immigrants. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Cultural diffusion in the United States from the past or in the 
present. 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a map and a list of immigrants, locate where 
each group settled in the United States. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Content Standard 3—Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment interactions, movement, 
and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Five themes of geography; place, location, region, human/environment interactions, and movement 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 How the environment has affected people and how people have 
affected the environment in the United States in the past or 
present. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Give an example of how physical geography was a 

barrier to settlement. 

 Give an example of how settlement affected the 

environment. 

 Compare and contrast how the economies of both 

the North and South developed differently based 

on their environment. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 How the environment has affected people and how people have 
affected the environment in the United States in the past or 
present. 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a map of major rivers in the eastern portion 
of the U.S., locate early colonial cities on the map. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Content Standard 4—Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future 
perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, course, and consequences 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Major United States historical events and how they are represented 
from different cultural perspectives. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare and contrast how Native Americans, 

women, and African Americans would view the 

preamble to the Constitution. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Major United States historical events and how they are represented 
from different cultural perspectives. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Identify Japanese and American components of 
‘relocation’ at the start of WWII. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Content Standard 4—Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future 
perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, course, and consequences 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 How themes and developments help to define eras in U.S. history. 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 How did the use of Africans as slaves lead to 

racism and to the distinct era of the Civil War? 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 How themes and developments help to define eras in U.S. history. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Illustrate a poster with colonial American motifs. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Content Standard 4—Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future 
perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, course, and consequences 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 How individuals and movements have shaped U.S. history. 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Design a poster listing the contributions to 

American society by an influential person. 

 Argue for the selection of one individual as 

contributing the most to American society. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 How individuals and movements have shaped U.S. history. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a list of Presidents and significant 
accomplishments, match them correctly. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Content Standard 4—Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future 
perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, course, and consequences 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 How technology and ideas have impacted U.S. history. 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Design a poster listing the affects to American 

society by a technological invention. 

 Compare and contrast the significance of two 

opposing ideas to American society. 

 Choose one technological invention and argue for 

it having the most impact of Native Americans. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 How technology and ideas have impacted U.S. history. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a list of technology and significant 
accomplishments, match them correctly. 
 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Content Standard 4—Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future 
perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, course, and consequences 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Historical materials from a variety of perspectives in U.S. history. 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Discuss the various opinions of using the 

Confederate flag as part of the Mississippi flag in 

the 1900’s from an African American, a northern, 

and a Mississippi perspective. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Historical materials from a variety of perspectives in U.S. history. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 How would the British and Americans view the 
Declaration of Independence differently? 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Content Standard 4—Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future 
perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, course, and consequences 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Historical events in United States history help us to understand a 
current issue. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare and contrast English immigration into 

Native American territory to Mexican immigration 

into the United States today. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Historical events in United States history help us to understand a 
current issue. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will summarize the party conflict between 
the Federalists and Jeffersonian democratic 
principles and compare it to current political 
conflict. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Content Standard 4—Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and future 
perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, course, and consequences 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Multiple causal factors create differences in positions on major 
events in U.S. history. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare and contrast Temperance reform from 

several viewpoints (religious, farmers, politicians) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Multiple causal factors create differences in positions on major 
events in U.S. history. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 List five different reasons for both buying and not 
buying Alaska. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Content Standard 5—Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of production, 
distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: The nature and function of economic systems 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The influence of the U.S. government’s taxation, creation of 
currency, and tariffs. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Discuss the Constitutionality of a head tax. 

 Discover the origin of the federal government’s 

right to coin money. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 The influence of the U.S. government’s taxation, creation of 
currency, and tariffs. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Identify three federal taxes every citizen pays. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



 

MT Content Standard 5—Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of production, 
distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: The nature and function of economic systems 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 How forces of supply and demand have affected the production, 
distribution, and consumption of goods, services, and resources in 
the United States. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Document the effectiveness of the “Rosie the 

Riveter’ posters to production during war-time 

America. 

 Illustrate the pricing of computers in the last forty 

years. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 How forces of supply and demand have affected the production, 
distribution, and consumption of goods, services, and resources in 
the United States. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Give an example of a consumer good you have 
purchased in the last two years that has 
considerably dropped in price recently. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



 

MT Content Standard 5—Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of production, 
distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: The nature and function of economic systems 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyze the distribution of wealth and sustainability of resources in 
the United States. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a chart showing the main resources of 10 

states and indicate that state’s position in terms of 

wealth. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Analyze the distribution of wealth and sustainability of resources in 
the United States. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a list of 10 resources, students will map and 
indicate that resources current viability. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Content Standard 5—Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of production, 
distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: The nature and function of economic systems 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 How the forces of supply and demand have affected international 
trade in the United States. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will study the trade agreement between 

the U.S. and foreign countries during WWI 

concerning rubber. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 How the forces of supply and demand have affected international 
trade in the United States. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will list ten consumer goods, their country 
of origin, and the price of each good. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Content Standard 6—Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and cultural studies 

Measurement Topic: Nature, diversity, and influence of cultures 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 The various contributions of natives and immigrants to the culture 
of the United States. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare Benjamin Franklin’s Albany Plan of Union 

to the League of the Iroquois. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 The various contributions of natives and immigrants to the culture 
of the United States. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Make a poster of African American (Chinese, Italian, 
German …) contribution to American medicine, 
technology, agriculture, or politics. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Content Standard 6—Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and cultural studies 

Measurement Topic: Nature, diversity, and influence of cultures 

Grade: Eighth 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 How cultures and cultural groups have contributed to U.S. history. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare ancient Greece’s direct democracy to our 

representative democracy. 

 Create a poster of different ‘American’ foods and 

their country of origin. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 How cultures and cultural groups have contributed to U.S. history. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Explain the Code Talker’s contribution to America’s 
success in Asia during WWII. 
 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
 



Social Studies Rubrics 

High School 

Grades 9-12 



WORLD HISTORY/GLOBAL STUDIES ~ GRADES 9-10 
MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations. 

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic: Social Studies Processes 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Evaluate various historical resources and perspectives to develop a position paper 
or presentation.  
 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will research and prepare a presentation and 

historical research paper containing multiple sources on a 

topic or important historical figure in the 20th Century.  

Includes technology and/or visual resources.  

 Students will define the parameters of the debate 

surrounding the dropping of the Atomic Bombs on Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Identify various historical resources and perspectives to develop a position paper or 
presentation.  

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Students will research and prepare a presentation and 

historical research paper containing few sources on a topic or 

important historical figure in the 20th Century.  Includes 

visual resources.  

 Students will discuss reasons for and against dropping of the 
Atomic Bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations. 

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic: Social Studies Processes 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Create strategies to avoid plagiarism and respect intellectual property when 
developing a paper or presentation.  
 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will use MLA or other citation methods to properly 

cite sources in a research paper or presentation. 

 Students will demonstrate a note-taking strategy to keep 

track of one’s own ideas and the ideas of others when 

conducting research.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Avoid plagiarism and respect intellectual property when developing a paper or 
presentation.  

 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Students will cite sources in a research paper or presentation 
(though not in the correct format). 

 Students will take notes and keep track of one’s own ideas 
and the ideas of others when conducting research. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations. 

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic: Informational Resources 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyze primary, secondary sources, and artifacts to form an historical 
understanding of the following time periods: 

o Human Beginnings (Origins-600 BCE) 
o Classical Period (600 BCE-600 CE) 
o Middle Ages (600 CE-1450 CE) 
o Renaissance and Reformation (1450-1750) 
o Age of Enlightenment and Industrialization (1750 CE-1900 CE) 
o Modern Era (1900 CE-Present) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will read excerpts from Christopher Columbus’ 

journals and compare it to modern historical accounts.  

 Students will analyze images of the Triangle Shirtwaist fire 

and develop an understanding of the reforms that came as a 

result. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Use  primary, secondary sources, and artifacts to form an historical understanding 
of the above listed time periods. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Students will read excerpts from Christopher Columbus’ 

journals identify how he understood his time period.  

 Students will view images of the Triangle Shirtwaist fire and 
explain the reforms that came as a result. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Political Systems and Structures 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Demonstrate an understanding of the purposes, organization, and function 
of governments as they relate to the following political systems  throughout 
world history: 

- Egyptian Dynasties         -     Greek Democracy 
- Roman Republic             -      Byzantine Empire 
- Islamic Caliphate 
- Chinese Dynasties 
- Middle Age Monarchies 
- Totalitarianism in the 20th Century 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Analyze the development of Roman government from a 

Republic to an Empire and formulate a position 

regarding the changes of governmental structure in the 

classical period. 

 Analyze the Chinese Civil war, the rise of Mao Zedong, 

and subsequent political upheavals in China (e.g. The 

Great Leap Forward, The Cultural Revolution, 

Tiananmen Square Uprising) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Demonstrate an understanding of the purposes and functions of governments and 
political systems throughout world history.  

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Explain the changes of Roman government from the 
Republic to Empire. 

 Analyze the Chinese Civil War and the rise of Mao 
Zedong post WWII. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Political Systems and Structures 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Evaluate the impact of various forms of government on people in respect to 
the following revolutions: 

o French Revolution 
o Russian Revolution 
o Chinese Revolution 
o Latin American Revolutions 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Analyze the rise of the Third Estate in France and the 

subsequent takeover of power by Napoleon. 

 Discuss and develop an understanding of conflicting 

opinions about Argentinean history under Peron. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Discuss the impact of various forms of government on people in respect to the 
above listed revolutions. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Identify the conflicts between the Estates in France and 
how Napoleon rose to power. 

 Know how Simon Bolivar influenced the revolutions of 
Latin America. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Political Systems and Structures 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Evaluate the impact of various forms of government on people in respect to 
the following themes: 

o Post Colonialism 
o Post WWII political borders 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Explain how international conditions affected the 
creation of Israel and analyze why persistent conflict 
developed between Israel and both Arab Palestinians 
and neighboring states. 

 Describe economic and social problems that new states 
faced in the 1960s and 1970s and analyze why military 
regimes or one-party states replaced parliamentary-
style governments throughout much of Africa. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Define the impact of various forms of government on people in respect to 
the following themes: 

o Post Colonialism and Post WWII political borders 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Analyze the conflicts arising from the Israeli declaration 

of Independence on May 14, 1948 and the subsequent 

wars over borders. 

 Analyze the impact of World War II and postwar global 
politics on the rise of mass nationalist movements in 
Africa and Southeast Asia 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Civil and Criminal Legal Systems 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Understand and evaluate the challenges and triumphs of democracy 
and human rights and how those developments help to define eras in 
world history. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Assess the progress of human and civil rights around 

the world since the 1948 U.N. Declaration of Human 

Rights 

 Examine the dismantling of the apartheid system in 

South Africa and the winning of political rights by the 

black majority. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Understand the challenges and triumphs of democracy and human rights 
and how those developments help to define eras in world history. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Understand and explain the rights listed in the 1948 

U.N. Declaration of Human Rights 

 Explain the dismantling of the apartheid system in South 
Africa and the winning of political rights by the black 
majority. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Civil and Criminal Legal Systems 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Understand and analyze examples of ethnocentrism and genocide in 
the modern era (1750 CE-Present).  
 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Analyze the development of Aryan ideology in Nazi 

Germany and the subsequent effects of the Holocaust. 

 Compare and Contrast the Genocide in Rwanda and the 

Holocaust. 

 Investigate the Armenian Genocide and its impact on 

the identity of the Armenian people. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Identify and understand examples of ethnocentrism and genocide in the 
modern era (1750 CE-Present).  

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Identify the causes and effects of the Holocaust on the 
Jewish population in Europe. 

 Explain the similarities between the Holocaust and the 
Rwandan Genocide. 

 Summarize the origin of the Armenian Genocide and its 
impact on the Armenian people. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Rights, Responsibilities, and Participation in the Political Process 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyze the relationships and tensions between national interests 
and international issues in the world in the past or present.  
 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Describe the conflicting aims and aspirations of the 

conferees at Versailles and analyze the responses of 

major powers to the terms of the settlement. 

 Explain the causes and international and local 

consequences of major Cold War crises, such as the 

Berlin blockade, the Korean War, the Polish workers’ 

protest, the Hungarian revolt, the Suez crisis, the Cuban 

missile crisis, the Indonesian civil war, and the Soviet 

invasion of Czechoslovakia. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Explain the relationships and tensions between national interests and 
international issues in the world in the past or present.  

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Discuss the treaty of Versailles and the League of 
Nations in the post WWI world. 

 Identify the causes of the Cold War and its impact on 
two of the above localities. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Rights, Responsibilities, and Participation in the Political Process 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Identify and criticize significant events, people, and important 
democratic values such as freedom, equality, and privacy in the 
world.  
 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Analyze how feminist movements and social conditions 
have affected the lives of women in different parts of 
the world and compare women’s progress toward 
social equality, economic opportunity, and political 
rights in various countries. 

 Assess the relative importance of such factors as world 
war, depression, nationalist ideology, labor 
organizations, communism, and liberal democratic 
ideals in the emergence of movements for national self-
rule or sovereignty in Africa and Asia. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Identify significant events, people, and the important democratic values 
such as freedom, equality, and privacy in the world.  

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Recognize how feminist movements changed the 
everyday life of women and promoted equality. 

 Discuss Gandhi’s contribution to India’s self-rule and 
independence. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the use of Charts, Maps, Globes, and Graphs 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 
The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, 

such as:  

 Understand and apply basic geographical features and terminology as 
well as identifying major world regions. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Use and apply Longitude and Latitude to identify 

specific locations various map projections. 

 Students understand the location of continents and 

countries in the relationship of differing societies over 

time. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Understand basic geographical features and terminology as well as identifying 
major world regions 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Identify and use Longitude and Latitude. 

 Identify the 7 Continents and major bodies of water. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Five Themes of Geography: Place, Location, Region, Human/Environment Interaction, Movement 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyze and evaluate human interaction with environment across the 
world in the past or present.  

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Analyze causes of the world’s accelerating population 
growth rate and connections between population 
growth and economic and social development in many 
countries. 

 Analyze how urbanization, industrialization, warfare, 
and the global market economy have contributed to 
environmental alterations. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Analyze human interaction with environment across the world in the past 
or present.  

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Summarize population trends and the consequences of 
human population growth. 

 Define the impact of urbanization, industrialization, 
warfare, and the global market economy. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Five Themes of Geography: Place, Location, Region, Human/Environment Interaction, Movement 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Understand and assess how the geography of expansion and encounter has 
shaped global politics in the following eras: 

o Human Beginnings (Origins-600 BCE) 
o Classical Period (600 BCE-600 CE) 
o Middle Ages (600 CE-1450 CE) 
o Renaissance and Reformation (1450-1750) 
o Age of Enlightenment and Industrialization (1750 CE-1900 CE) 
o Modern Era (1900 CE-Present) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Investigate the political changes in the Byzantine 

Empire as a result of Islamic expansion. 

 Analyze Pizarro’s capture of Atahualpa in Peru and how 

it represented the triumph of European technology in 

the New World. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Understand the geography of expansion and encounter in the above listed 
eras. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Map the expansion of Islam out of the Arabian Peninsula 
in the Middle Ages. 

 Understand the circumstances of Pizarro’s capture of 
Atahualpa in Peru and how Europeans came to 
dominate the New World. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Five Themes of Geography: Place, Location, Region, Human/Environment Interaction, Movement 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Understand and explain the causes and effects of voluntary and involuntary 
migration in the world in the following eras: 

o Human Beginnings (Origins-600 BCE) 
o Classical Period (600 BCE-600 CE) 
o Middle Ages (600 CE-1450 CE) 
o Renaissance and Reformation (1450-1750) 
o Age of Enlightenment and Industrialization (1750 CE-1900 CE) 
o Modern Era (1900 CE-Present) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Assess the impact of the Mongol invasions on its 

conquered territories. 

 Evaluate the impact of Triangle Trade on coastal 

and inland African nations. 
 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Understand the causes and effects of voluntary and involuntary migration in the 
world in the above listed eras. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Provide examples to show the path of Mongol 
conquests. 

 Define Triangle Trade and map the locations and 
movements of the trade. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyze and explain change and continuity within Beginnings of 
Human Development (Origins-600 BCE) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare the way of life of hunter-gatherer 
communities in Africa, the Americas, and western 
Eurasia and explain how such communities in different 
parts of the world responded creatively to local 
environments. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Explain change and continuity within Beginnings of Human Development 
(Origins-600 BCE) 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Summarize the way of life of hunter-gatherer 
communities in Africa, the Americas, and western 
Eurasia and explain how such communities in different 
parts of the world responded creatively to local 
environments. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyze and explain change and continuity within the Classical Period 
(600 BCE to 600 CE). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare institutions of slavery or other forms of 
coerced labor in the Han Empire, the Maurya 
Empire, the Greek city-states, and the Roman 
Empire. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Explain change and continuity within the Classical Period (600 BCE to 
600 CE). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Compare institutions of slavery or other forms of 
coerced labor in two of the four societies listed 
above. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyze and explain change and continuity within the Middle Ages 
(600 CE-1450 CE) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Describe Japanese government in the Kamakura and 
early Ashikaga periods and assess the applicability of 
the concept of feudalism to Japan. 

 Evaluate major works of art, architecture, and literature 
and analyze how they shed light on values and 
attitudes in Christian society. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Explain change and continuity within the Middle Ages (600 CE-1450 
CE) 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Summarize and recall Japanese government in the Kamakura 
and early Ashikaga periods and assess the applicability of the 
concept of feudalism to Japan. 

 Identify major works of art, architecture, and literature and 
analyze how they shed light on values and attitudes in 
Christian society. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyze and explain change and continuity within the Renaissance and 
Reformation (1450 CE-1750 CE) 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Explain principal ideas of the Enlightenment, including 
rationalism, secularism, progress, toleration, 
empiricism, natural rights, contractual government, and 
new theories of education. And explain connections 
between the above ideas and their antecedents such as 
Roman republicanism, the Renaissance, and the 
Scientific Revolution 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Explain change and continuity within the Renaissance and Reformation 
(1450 CE-1750 CE) 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Explain principal ideas of the Enlightenment, including 
rationalism, secularism, progress, toleration, empiricism, 
natural rights, contractual government, and new 
theories of education. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyze and explain change and continuity within the Age of 
Enlightenment and Industrialization (1750 CE-1900 CE). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Analyze connections between industrialization and 

movements for political and social reform in England, 

Western Europe, and the United States. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Explain change and continuity within the Age of Enlightenment and 
Industrialization (1750 CE-1900 CE). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Explain industrialization and political and social 
movements for reform in England, Western Europe, and 
the United States. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyze and explain change and continuity within the Modern Era 
(1900 CE-Present). 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Analyze the relative importance of economic and 
political rivalries, ethnic and ideological conflicts, 
militarism, and imperialism as underlying causes of 
the war. 

 Investigate why the Cold War took place and 
ended and assess its significance as a 20th-century 
event. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Explain change and continuity within the Modern Era (1900 CE-
Present). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Analyze the precipitating causes of the war and the 
factors that produced military stalemate. 

 Explain why the Cold War took place and ended and 
assess its significance as a 20th-century event. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 
 

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyze how influential individuals and major historical movements 
have shaped world history in each of the following eras: 

o Classical Period (600 BCE-600 CE) 
o Middle Ages (600 CE-1450 CE) 
o Renaissance and Reformation (1450-1750) 
o Age of Enlightenment and Industrialization (1750 CE-1900 CE) 
o Modern Era (1900 CE-Present) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Evaluate the rise of Joseph Stalin to power in the Soviet 
Union and analyze ways in which collectivization and the 
first Five-Year Plan disrupted and transformed Soviet 
society in the 1920s and 1930s. 

 Analyze how militarism and fascism succeeded in 
derailing parliamentary democracy in Japan. 

 Examine the impact of the work of Einstein, Freud, Curie, 
and other scientists on traditional views of nature, the 
cosmos, and the psyche. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Study  how influential individuals and major historical movements 
have shaped world history in each of the above listed eras. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Describe the rise of Joseph Stalin to power in the Soviet Union 
and review the ways in which collectivization and the first Five-
Year Plan disrupted and transformed Soviet society in the 1920s 
and 1930s. 

 Recall how militarism and fascism succeeded in derailing 
parliamentary democracy in Japan. 

 Explain the impact of the work of Einstein, Freud, Curie, and 
other scientists on traditional views of nature, the cosmos, and 
the psyche. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Current Events and the Modern World 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyze consequences of positions on a current issue or event.  
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Analyze the development and implementation of the 

Euro as a common currency in Europe. 

 Compare and contrast the differing perspectives on the 

Israeli and Palestinian conflict and the development of 

modern borders. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Explain differing positions on a current issue or event.  
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Identify the nations in the European Union and two 
conflicts that arise from this union. 

 Recognize the different positions in the Israeli and 
Palestinian conflict and identify the current political 
borders.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Current Events and the Modern World 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Evaluate and discuss news resources pertaining to current geography, 
political figures, and issues. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students use the New York Times to follow a 

developing story and evaluate this knowledge in a 

position paper.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Discuss news resources pertaining to current geography, political figures, 
and issues. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Students use the New York Times to follow a developing 
story and discuss the events in a constructed response. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: The Nature and Function of Economic Systems 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Understand and analyze how planned and market economies have 
shaped the production, distribution, and consumption of goods, 
services, and resources around the world in the past or present. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare and contrast the market economies of Taiwan 

and China. 

 Analyze the advantages and disadvantages of the 

planned economy in the Soviet Union. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Understand how planned and market economies have shaped the 
production, distribution, and consumption of goods, services, and resources 
around the world in the past or present. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Understand and define the differences between the 

market economies of Taiwan and China. 

 Describe the basic economic structure of the Soviet 
Union. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: The Nature and Function of Economic Systems 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Understand the division of labor and how it applies to various world 
economic situations through the three major epochs (Neolithic 
Revolution, Ancient World, Middle Ages, Industrial Revolution, 
Modern Era) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Analyze connections between industrialization and 
the rise of new types of labor organizations and 
mobilization. 

 Analyze how the development of food production 
in the Fertile Crescent led to a stratified society 
with clear division of labor. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Discuss the division of labor and how it applies to various world economic 
situations through the three major epochs (Neolithic Revolution, Ancient 
World, Middle Ages, Industrial Revolution, Modern Era) 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Explain how industrialization led to new types of 
labor organizations and movements. 

 Explain how food surpluses led to specialization of 
skills and the division of labor. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: Economics Throughout the World 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyze the specialization and interdependence of production and 
consumption in the modern global economy. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Analyze connections among electronic 
communications, international marketing, and the 
emergence of popular “global culture” in the late 20th 
century. 

 Compare and contrast the economic power of the OPEC 
Nations, European Union, and the Pacific Rim 
Countries. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Review the specialization and interdependence of production and 
consumption in the modern global economy. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Summarize connections among electronic 

communications, international marketing, and the 

emergence of popular “global culture” in the late 20th 

century. 

 List and define the economic power of each of the 
following:  OPEC Nations, European Union, and the 
Pacific Rim Countries. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: Economics Throughout the World 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyze how the costs and benefits of economic choices have shaped 
events in the world in the past or present. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Analyze the origins, development, and characteristics of 
capitalism and compare capitalist systems with other 
systems for organizing production, labor, and trade.  

 Analyze the commercial and cultural significance of the 
trans-Eurasian “silk roads” in the period of the Han and 
Roman empires. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Define the costs and benefits economic choices have upon events in the 
world in the past or present. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Understand the origins, development, and 
characteristics of capitalism and compare capitalist 
systems with other systems for organizing production, 
labor, and trade.  

 Recognize the commercial and cultural significance of 
the trans-Eurasian “silk roads” in the period of the Han 
and Roman empires. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: Personal Economics 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyze their role in the world economy. (Micro/Macroeconomics) 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Analyze how the iPod they received as a gift is 
representative of their place in a global marketplace. 

 Analyze the continuing growth of mass consumption of 
commodities and resources since World War II. 

 Compare systems of economic management in 
communist and capitalist countries and analyze the 
global economic impact of multinational corporations. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Explain their role in the world economy. (Micro/Macroeconomics) 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Explain how the iPod they received as a gift is 

representative of their place in a global marketplace. 

 Define the continuing growth of mass consumption of 

commodities and resources since World War II. 

 Review the systems of economic management in 
communist and capitalist countries and analyze the global 
economic impact of multinational corporations. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic: The Nature, Diversity, and Influence of Cultures 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyze how an understanding of world history and diverse cultures’ art, 
literature, philosophy, and religion can help us prevent problems today. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Evaluate the meaning and social impact of innovative 
movements in literature and the arts such as 
Existentialism, Abstract Expressionism, or Pop Art. 

 Compare and contrast Islamic, Christian, Hindu, and 
Buddhist views of protest and community involvement 
in the 20th Century. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Explain how an understanding of world history and diverse cultures’ art, 
literature, philosophy, and religion can help us prevent problems today. 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Describe the social impact of movements in literature and 
the arts such as Existentialism, Abstract Expressionism, or 
Pop Art. 

 Draw a chart showing the Islamic, Christian, Hindu, and 
Buddhist views of protest and community involvement in 
the 20th Century. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic: The Nature, Diversity, and Influence of Cultures 

Course: World History/Global Studies Grade 9-10 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 
taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyze how interactions between diverse world cultures over time 
have resulted in both conflict and cultural growth. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Analyze the ways in which entrepreneurs and colonial 
governments exploited American Indian labor and why 
commercial agriculture came to rely overwhelmingly on 
African slave labor. 

 Describe conditions of slave life on plantations in the 
Caribbean, Brazil, and British North America and analyze 
ways in which slaves perpetuated aspects of African 
culture and resisted plantation servitude. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

 Describe how interactions between diverse world cultures over time have 
resulted in both conflict and cultural growth. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 
ideas and processes. 

 Review the ways in which entrepreneurs and colonial 
governments exploited American Indian labor and why 
commercial agriculture came to rely overwhelmingly on 
African slave labor. 

 Describe conditions of slave life on plantations in the 
Caribbean, Brazil, and British North America and analyze 
ways in which slaves perpetuated aspects of African 
culture and resisted plantation servitude. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some 

of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



AMERICAN HISTORY- GRADE 11 
MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic: Social Studies Process 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will analyze, evaluate, and synthesize American historical 
events and explain their significance to the United States. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

  Students will synthesize how the evolution of 

multinational corporations has changed the United 

States into a global economy.  

 Students will evaluate the impact of the death of 

Osama Bin Laden on the national security of the 

United States.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Students will be able to identify major groups, people, businesses, 
and events that contribute to America’s development.  

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will generate a list of the ten most 
important events and movements in the 20th 
century and explain their impact on American 
history.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

 Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic: Social Studies Process 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will be able to differentiate, determine the validity, and 
properly use primary and secondary sources in the development of 
historical persuasion. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will answer a document based question 

based on the President Roosevelt’s Big Stick 

cartoon and policy in Latin America.  

 Students will discuss the validity of primary source 

compared to that of a secondary source and 

analyze the perspectives and potential problems.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Students will be able to differentiate between a primary and 
secondary source. 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will be given a list of sources and identify 
what are primary and secondary sources.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

 Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic: Social Studies Process 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will be able to properly format historical papers consistent 
with English department standards. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will complete a paper with 100% 

accuracy on prescribed format. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Students will be able to properly format historical papers consistent 
with English department standards. 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will complete a paper with 80% accuracy 
on a prescribed format. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

 Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic: Informational Resources 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will be able to use various resources to conduct research 
that will allow students to retrieve information on American 
history.  

 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

  Students will be research causes of the Great 
Depression by using the following sources: an 
encyclopedia, book, periodical, and an internet 
source and compile the information onto 
reference note cards. 

 Students will answer a series of questions on an 
individual from the 1920s by using 
www.biography.com.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Students will be able to use a variety of resources to find 
information on events, people, and movements throughout U.S. 
history.  

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will find valid resources by using proper 
search terminology on the internet.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

 Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

http://www.biography.com/


MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic: Informational Resources 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will be able to effectively write a variety of historical 
papers by using proper historical research methods. 

 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

  Students will write a five page research paper on 

the counterculture movement by using at least 

three resources that are properly formatted. 

 Students will write a persuasive paper defending 

their position on the issue of Constitutional 

Originalism.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Students will be able to outline the proper structure of a research 
paper. 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will write and format an introductory 
paragraph for a five paragraph essay.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

 Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Rights, Responsibilities, and Participation in the Political Process 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The students:  

 Will identify and assess their basic civil liberties as stated by the 
Constitution and their influence on individuals’ rights of the U.S. 
citizen from the post-Civil War to the present. 

 Specifically: Segregation, labor disputes, Women’s Rights,   and Civil 
Rights. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will research and compare and contrast 

the Plessey versus Ferguson and Brown versus the 

Board of Education.  

 Students will debate the merits of Title IX as it 

applies to high school sports. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

  Will list and identify their basic civil liberties as stated by the constitution. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will list the mandates of the Miranda 
Rights.  

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Rights, Responsibilities, and Participation in the Political Process 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will identify and judge their expectations and duties as a 
citizen of the United States such as voting rights, legal obligations, 
and participating in the political process.  

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will research the different voting trends 

and demographics throughout various elections.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

o Students will identify their expectations and duties as a 
citizen of the United States.  
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will list specific duties such as paying 
taxes, obeying laws, etc.  

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Rights, Responsibilities, and Participation in the Political Process 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will be able to evaluate and demonstrate how to 
effectively participate in the democratic political process.  

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will participate in mock campaigns and 

elections and evaluate the results. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

o Students will be able to demonstrate how to effectively 
participate in the democratic political process.  
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will participate in mock campaigns and 
elections 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: The Civil and Criminal Legal Systems 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Explain the historical significance of landmark Supreme Court cases 
and their impact on the legal system of American history and its 
people.  

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will research Roe versus Wade and 

analyze the social and political ramifications since 

1973.  

 Students will debate the implications of Supreme 

Court cases that protect the accused.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 List and summarize landmark Supreme Court cases that apply to 
America history.  

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will identify the controversy of Roe versus 
Wade.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Political Systems and Structures 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will assess the evolution of the basic two partly system in 
U.S. government and their ideologies over time.  

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will analyze why the United States is a 

two party system by as opposed to multiple party 

system. 

 Compare and Contrast the Republican party of 

1877 to the Republican party of 2011. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Students will understand the basic two partly system and the list 
political parties and their platforms over time.  

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 List the differences between the Republicans and 
Democrats in 1877 versus 2011.  

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Charts, Maps, globes, and Graphs. 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will be able to analyze and interpret various charts, maps, 
and graphs as they apply to U.S. historical events.  

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will compare and contrast industrial 

growth during the Industrial Age with World War II 

resources.   

 Students will use a population density map of the 

Great Plains that explain changes in Agricultural 

Society throughout time specifically the Industrial 

Revolution, the Great Depression, and 1960s. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Students will be able to retrieve information from various charts, 
maps, and graphs as it applies to U.S. historical events.  

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will be able to identify the production of 
steel in the United States each decade in between 
1850 and 1980 by using a bar graph.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

 Measurement Topic: Spatial Thinking and the Use of Charts, Maps, globes, and Graphs 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will be to locate significant locations and physical features 
along with classifying, and comparing and contrasting them to their 
significance in U.S. history.  

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will locate west coast features on a 

physical map and explain their importance. 

 Students will categorize different geographical 

locations of the United States and compare and 

contrast their impact over the course of history. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Students will be to locate significant locations and physical features 
and relate them to U.S. historical events.  

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will locate 50 significant physical features 
of a United States map.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Five Themes of Geography 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will be able to diagnose and explain the impact of human 
migration and settlement over the course of U.S. history.  

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will analyze the political, economic, and 

social reasons by viewing a map of American 

expansion during the 18th and 19th century.  

 Students will explain the impact of American 

expansion on American Indian tribes throughout 

the 18th and 19th century.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Students will be able to list the different groups and eras of human 
migration and settlement over the course of U.S. history.  

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will complete a map showing the 
patchwork of American expansion and have 
students describe how each area was acquired/ 
settled.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography 

Measurement Topic: Five Themes of Geography 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will be to draw conclusions of the influence of natural 
resources on the settlement and economic development of the 
United States.  

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will develop a map depicting the natural 

resources that influenced Americans to expand 

westward during the 18th and 19th century.  

 Students will analyze the importance of specific 

natural resources on the development of a region.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Students will be to describe the natural resources of various regions 
as it led to the settlement and economic development of the United 
States.  

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will be given a list of natural resources and 
asked to identify where they are located within the 
United States and place them on a map.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will be able to analyze the significance of important 
people, events, and ideas throughout American history.  

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will research a founding father and write 

a paper that will decide their significance to the 

creation of the new republic.  

 Students will compare and contrast important 

leaders of specific time eras and analyze their goals 

and expectations for the improvement of America.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Students will be able to list the important people, events, and ideas 
throughout American history.  

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will be able to identify  important 
American leaders and explain their significance to 
U.S. history.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will be able to examine and explain the significance of 
important concepts over time to the development of the U.S. such 
as liberty, and equality.  

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will take a position on how liberty and 

equality have been interpreted by society between 

Reconstruction, Civil Rights, and the present.  

 Students will debate the definition and justification 

of liberty and equality as it applies to American 

history and the present.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Students will be able to identify and explain concepts important to 
the development of the U.S. such as liberty, and equality.  

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will define and give an example of how 
liberty and equality have impacted American 
history.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic: Current Events and Modern World 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will be able to compare and contrast the relevance of past 
events with current U.S. events and predict their results. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will investigate how the causes of 

recession of 2008 compare and contrast to the 

Great Depression. 

 Students will investigate how the Iraq War 

compares and contrasts to the Vietnam War 

politically and economically, and predict a future 

conflict that motivates U.S. military involvement. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Students will be able to identify current U.S.  events and relate 
them to past historical events.   

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will develop a T-chart of the causes of the 
Vietnam War and Iraq War and identify the 
similarities and differences between them.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: The Nature and Function of Economic Systems 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will comprehend and analyze the basic tenants of 
capitalism and how they apply to U.S. economics over the course of 
U.S. history. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will analyze the positive and negative 

aspects of capitalism during the Gilded Age as it 

applies to Andrew Carnegie’s “Gospel of Wealth.”  

 Students will debate the pros and cons of 

capitalism by investigating the trends throughout 

American history. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Students will list and explain the basic tenants of capitalism and 
how it applies to U.S. economics over the course of U.S. history. 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will list the major components of 
capitalism and give an example of how they relate 
to the Gilded Age.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: Economics Throughout the World 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will judge and draw conclusions of the influence of various 
economic ideologies, philosophies, and world economic influences 
on U.S. economics.  
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will draw conclusions on how non-

capitalists economic ideologies have influenced 

U.S. economic systems during the Progressive era. 

 Students will evaluate the role of a communist 

ideology played during the Post-War Red Scare 

eras. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Students will list and describe the differences of the various 
economic ideologies, philosophies, and world economic influences 
on U.S. economics.  

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will create a Venn-Diagram of Socialism, 
Capitalism, and Communism and identify the basic 
components that make up each ideology.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: Economics Throughout the World 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will be able to investigate and explain the transformation 
of the American economy and the impact over the course of U.S 
history.  
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will investigate and explain the forces 

that shifted the American economy from agrarian 

to industrial during the late 19th century.  

 Students will research the changes of the American 

economy that moved the U.S. from a national to 

global economy after World War II to 1980s.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Students will be able to list different economic eras of economic 
development over the course of U.S. history.  

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will create a chart according to the major 
economic activity of each decade during the last 
half of the 20th century. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: Personal Economics 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will analyze historical and current U.S. economic policies 
and predict their impact on personal economics. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will investigate the impact of the national 

debt on individuals in the U.S. and predict the 

changes in interest rates and taxes.  

 Students will research how the election of 1896 

and explain why the Populists/Democrats and 

business tycoons battled over monetary policy.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Students will show how historical and current U.S. economic 
policies impact their personal economics. 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will list the benefits and negatives of 
lower taxes as they apply to their economic 
fortunes.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic: The nature, diversity, and influence of cultures 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will be able to analyze the impact of various ethnic groups 
and their immigration to the United States and its impact on the 
political, economic, and social development of the United States. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will compare and contrast the effects of 
old immigration versus new immigration during 
the Gilded Age and analyze the social factors 
between the two groups.  

 Students will debate similarities and differences 
between the nativism of immigration in the late 
19th century with attitudes of current issues of 
immigration today.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Students will be to analyze the impact of various ethnic groups and 
their immigration to the United States and its impact on the 
political, economic, and social development of the United States. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will identify the major ethnic groups that 
immigrated to the United States and their role in 
American society during the Gilded Age. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

 Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic: The nature, diversity, and influence of cultures 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will classify the ebb and flow of religious fervor 
throughout U.S. history and the impact it had on the political, 
social, and economic forces in America.  
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

  Students will research the Great Awakening, 2nd 

Great Awakening, and Religious Revival of 1970s 

and assess the American political philosophy. 

 Students will work in groups and analyze the use of 

religious references in political speeches, and 

conclude the changes in American society.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Students will state the prominent periods of religious revival over 
the course of American history.  

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will list the major periods of religious 
revival and give three causes and effects of each 
period.   

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

 Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic: The nature, diversity, and influence of cultures 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will investigate the role of religious growth and impact on 
American history.   
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

  Students will research the evolution of Christian 

and non-Christian religions in the United States 

and their influence on the social attitudes of 

Americans.  

 Students will debate over the religious sediment 

toward Catholicism throughout U.S. history and 

the parallels of Islam in 2010.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Students will state the prominent periods of religious revival over 
the course of American history.  

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will list major Christian dominations in the 
United States and their impact on various regions.    

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

 Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic: The nature, diversity, and influence of cultures 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will be able to analyze and understand the struggles of 
minority groups as they fought for political equality in United States 
history.  
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will investigate the Black Panthers, 

Southern Christian League, and Student Non-

Violent Coordinating Committee and how they 

were able to achieve racial equality.  

 Students will view “Iron Jaw and Angels”  and write 

a paper on the pros and cons of women’s suffrage.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 will list minority groups that fought for independence and explain 
how they were discriminated against.  

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will define and explain the importance of 
minority groups such as NAACP, Black Panthers, and 
NOW.   

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

 Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic: The nature, diversity, and influence of cultures 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will investigate and appreciate the influence and 
contributions of women and minority groups throughout the 
development of the United States.  
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will research the social, economic, and 

scientific contributions of the women during the 

20th century and assess their impact on Americans 

today.  

 Students will debate whether American culture is 

enhanced or degraded by the infusion of minority 

cultures in society.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Will state the contributions of women and minority individuals 
throughout the development of the United States.  

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 The students will list individuals inventions, 
influences, and philosophies and they impacted 
American society.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

 Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic: The nature, diversity, and influence of cultures 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will research and understand the historical development 
of American Indians culture, struggles, and history.  
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will assess the cultural diversity of various 

regions of American Indian tribes in the United 

States during the Industrial Revolution.  

  Students will read and analyze the short and long 

terms effects of the Dawes Act.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Will state the various policies by the U.S. government and their 
impact on American Indian tribes.   

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will list the major components of the 
Dawes and how it influenced American Indians.   

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

 Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic: The nature, diversity, and influence of cultures 

Course: U.S. History, Grade 11 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will be able to analyze the current status of American 
Indians and their contributions as they relate to U.S. history.  
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

  Students will research the political, social, and 

economic conditions of a specific Indian 

Reservation and relate their findings to the course 

of American history. 

 Students will investigate the evolution of American 

Indian rights since 1924 to the present.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Students will be able to list contributions of American Indians 
throughout the course of history.  

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will list the contributions to development 
of democracy by American Indian tribes.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

 Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



GOVERNMENT- GRADE 12 
MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic:  Social Studies Processes 

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Document through example how the Constitution affects his or her 
everyday life.  

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will make a list of the various ways in 

which the Constitution affects everyday life. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

o Identify how the Constitutional applies to the student’s 
everyday life 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a list on how the Constitution affects 
everyday life, the student will identify those 
elements that apply to his or her family. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 1: Students access, synthesize, and evaluate information to communicate and apply social studies 
knowledge to real world situations.     

Discipline: Inquiry and Application 

Measurement Topic:  Informational Recourses 

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Use various primary and secondary resources to construct an 
argumentative thesis on a controversial issue in government. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 From controversial topics selected by the teacher, 

the student will write a research paper arguing for 

or against the issue.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

o Write an opinion paper on a controversial issue. 
 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

o  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will select from a magazine or newspaper a 
controversial issue and write an argumentative 
paper on the merits of the issue.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic:  Rights, Responsibilities, and Participation in the Political Process 

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Show specific examples of how an individual’s rights are limited by 
the rights of others.  

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will research and present Supreme Court 

decisions that have dealt with individual 

Constitutional rights. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

o Describes how individual rights are important in his or her 
life.   
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will make a list of rights that he or she has 
and right that are denied  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Rights, Responsibilities, and Participation in the Political Process  

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students explain the fundamental principles and moral values of 
American democracy as expressed in the U.S. Constitution and 
other essential documents of American democracy. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

  Student will selects and read a chapter from the 

Federalist papers and reports his or her 

interpretation to the class.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

o Summarize the fundamental principles and moral values of 
American democracy expressed in the U.S. Constitution and 
other essential documents of American democracy 

 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

  Student will write a summary on a chapter form 
the Federalist papers.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics,  

Measurement Topic:  Rights, Responsibilities, and Participation in the Political Process 

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Evaluate and defend positions on the scope and limits of rights and 
obligations as a democratic citizen, the relationships among them, 
and how they are secured. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

Student will explain the meaning and importance 

of each of the rights guaranteed under the Bill of 

Rights and how each is secured (e.g., freedom of 

religion, speech, press, assembly, petition, 

privacy). 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

List rights and responsibilities of American citizenship 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will summarize in written form the 
importance of each of the rights guaranteed under 
the Bill of Rights. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic:  The civil and criminal legal system 

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Define civil and criminal law and list similarities and differences 
between the two. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will apply examples of the individual's 

legal obligations to obey the law, serve as a juror, 

and pay taxes. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

o Define civil and criminal law. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a list, students will differentiate items that 
pertain to criminal law and those that pertain to 
civil law. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic:  The civil and criminal legal system 

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Analyze civil law through real life examples 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will observe a recorded civil trial and 

document actions specific to the case that vary 

from a criminal trial. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

o Discuss local civil law related issues.  
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Using local newspapers, student will look for 
articles dealing with local civil law issues.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline:  Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic:  The civil and criminal legal system 

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Identify major participants in a criminal trial and define their role. 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Assign student as judge, jury, attorneys, and 

witnesses and perform a mock trial.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

o Identify major participants in a criminal trial. 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Discuss how each participant in a criminal trial is 
important to the final verdict. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic:  Political systems and Structures 

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Name the three branches of government in the United States and 
explain how they interact to govern at both national and state 
levels. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will explain how a bill becomes a law and 

the effect each branch of government has on that 

process. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

o Name the three branches of government  
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will list the different job titles and duties of 
members of the three branches. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic:  Political systems and Structures 

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Explain how the system of “checks and balances” both enhance and 
hinder governance of the United States. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will discuss a current event topic where 

“checks and balances” has played a significant role 

in its deliberations.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

Understand the concept of “checks and balances” in the 
political system 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will list and discuss the checks and balances 
each branch of government has on the other.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic:  Political systems and Structures 

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Give examples detailing how the federal courts have exercised 
judicial precedent. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will research a landmark Supreme Court 

decision and compare and contrast the argument 

of the case.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

o Identify several landmark Supreme Court decisions  
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will discuss how one landmark decision has 
changed America today.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 2: Students analyze how people create and change structures of power, authority, and governance to 
understand the operation of government and to demonstrate civic responsibility. 

Discipline: Government and Civics 

Measurement Topic: Political systems and Structures 

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Students will understand the political spectrum and be able to 
identify both conservative and liberal philosophies in government. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will research a current topic and write a 

paper detailing how both conservatives and 

liberals would react to that topic.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

o Define political spectrum and beliefs of conservatives and 
liberals. 

 Recognizing and recalling isolated details, such as… 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will diagram the political spectrum  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography  

Measurement Topic:  Spatial Thinking and the Use of Charts, Maps, Globes, &Graphs 

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Locate countries that are of worldwide significant using charts, 
maps and globes 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using newspapers, student will select a current 

crisis area in the world and explain how the crisis 

affects other areas in the region.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

o the continents and oceans of the world using charts, maps 
and globes 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Using newspapers, student will on a weekly basis 
determine crisis areas in the world and label them 
on a map.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography  

Measurement Topic:  Spatial Thinking and the Use of Charts, Maps, Globes, &Graphs 

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Use Atlases to compare countries statistically 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will compare and contrast the wealth of 

each continent based on the average income of 

the various countries.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

 Use Atlases to compare countries statistically 
 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 In a teacher selected continent, student will 
compare the average income of people for each 
nation. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 3: Students apply geographic knowledge and skills (e.g., location, place, human/environment 
interactions, movement, and regions). 

Discipline: Geography  

Measurement Topic:  Five Themes of Geography: Place, Location, Region, Human/Environment Interaction, Movement 
Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Demonstrate the significance of political boundaries in foreign 
relations 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will illustrate how natural resources found 

in each country in a given region contribute to its 

government’s stability  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

Use political boundaries to determine natural resources of 
various countries 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will identify the countries of the Middle 
East and list those that have oil resources.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History  

Measurement Topic:  Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as: 

  Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
 

 Trace the historical roots of the Constitutional Convention and give 
specific examples of how the Constitution has been used to solve 
contentious issues in U.S. history 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will research Shays’ Rebellion and write a 

paper explaining its role in the calling of a 

Constitutional Convention.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

      Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and 
locations:  

              Trace the historical roots of the Constitutional Convention. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will list some of the main participants of 
the  

        Constitutional Convention and explain their importance.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic:  Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 List the Supreme Court decisions related to the Bill of Rights 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will illustrate how recent 2nd amendment 

Supreme Court decisions have changed the way 

states enforce the amendment 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 
 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

o Demonstrate a knowledge of the bill of rights 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will construct a list of the Bill of Rights and 
give an opinion as to the meaning of each 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic:  Cause, Course, and Consequences 

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Trace the Civil Rights movement in America and document how the 
movement has changed  

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will review the gains made by Blacks since 

the establishment of the 13th amendment and 

discuss their expanded role in American society. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
 

o Trace the Civil Rights movement in America 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will write a biographical sketch of a past 
and current Civil Rights leader 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 4: Students demonstrate an understanding of the effects of time, continuity, and change on historical and 
future perspectives and relationships. 

Discipline: History 

Measurement Topic:  Current Events and the Modern World 

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 List historical world trends and happenings which have 
subsequently influenced current events 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will research and explain how the 

nationalization of foreign oil companies in Egypt 

during the 1950s has led to a volatility in current 

oil prices 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
 

o List a historical event which has current day importance  
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will research the history of the OPEC cartel 
and explain its importance in influencing oil prices 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic:  The Nature and Function of Economic Systems 

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
 

 Explain the similarities and differences between supply and demand 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will discuss the effects of changes in 

supply and/or demand on the relative scarcity, 

price, and quantity of particular products. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
 

Students understand common economic terms 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will explain how supply and demand effects 
purchasing in his or her family  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: The Nature and Function of Economic Systems  

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
 

 Explain how Capitalism and mixed economy interact with the 
political structure of the United States 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will explore and discuss the role of the 

Federal Government in determining the legality of 

various drugs 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
 

o Explain how Capitalism and Democracy work together 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will list items that cannot be purchased in 
America due to American law 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



 

MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic:  The Nature and Function of Economic Systems 

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Research the work of the last state legislative session and 
determine how various economic philosophies affected its end 
product 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will invite a state legislator to talk to the 

class regarding spending philosophies on specific  

issues 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  
 

Investigate liberal and conservative spending policies 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will invite a state legislator to talk to the 
class regarding state economics 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic: Economics throughout the world   

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Compare U.S. Capitalism with various Socialist systems in the world 
 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will compare in writing how the United 

States and Canada carry out social and economic 

responsibilities to their citizens 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

o List the basic elements of Capitalism and Socialism 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will write an opinion paper detailing how 
his or her economic life would be different if he or 
she lived in a country practicing socialism 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 5: Students make informed decisions based on an understanding of the economic principles of 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption. 

Discipline: Economics 

Measurement Topic:  Personal economics   

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Explain how family units are affected by national monetary and 
fiscal policies 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will explore and describe in classroom 

discussion the role of the Federal Reserve system 

and how it affect family finance 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

o Define monetary and fiscal policy 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will list ways that the government provides 
economic assistance to American families 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

   

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic:  The Nature, Diversity, and Influence of Cultures 

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Provide information as to how various religious, racial and ethnic 
groups have shaped the historical interpretation of the Constitution 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will assess the impact of Brown v. Board of 

Education and document the changes that that 

decision has made in American education  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

o Develop a list of religious, racial and ethnic groups living in 
America 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will research a Supreme Court decision 
brought on behalf of one of these groups and 
discuss how the decision has changed their lives 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic:  The Nature, Diversity, and Influence of Cultures 

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Document the struggle for equality faced by minority groups in 
America by comparing and contrasting the hardships they 
historically have faced 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will select a minority group and analyze 

court case decisions as to their effectiveness in 

achieving equality  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

o Define equality and discuss its importance in a democratic 
society  
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will select a minority group and trace its 
judicial efforts to achieve equality 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



  



MT Social Studies Content Standard 6: Students demonstrate an understanding of the impact of human interaction and cultural diversity on 
societies. 

Discipline: Sociology and Cultural Studies 

Measurement Topic:  The Nature, Diversity, and Influence of Cultures 

Course: U.S. Government Grade 12 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 
was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student  demonstrates an understanding of important information, such as:  

 Demonstrate how moral and ethical issues guide governmental 
policy 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will research court decisions pertaining to 

a moral or ethical issue and prepare an 

argumentative paper either endorsing or 

condemning the issue 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student: 

 Recognizing and recalling specific terminology, events, people, and locations:  

o Compare and contrast the elements of moral and ethical 
issues 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will research a moral or ethical issue and 
write an opinion paper regarding his or her belief 
on the topic 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 


