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Philosophy Statement 

The education of the whole child begins with his or her stakeholders—community members, policy makers, family members, 

educators, and peers.  A whole-child approach to education is critical to ensuring each child is healthy, safe, engaged, 

supported and challenged.  This approach to education will shape students into productive, communicative and successful 

contributors. 

 

Language is fundamental for world-wide connectedness.  The common core standards infuse English Language Arts curriculum 

into all disciplines.  An effective English Language Arts program integrates all aspects of literacy and helps students understand 

the link between language and content.  

 

Common Core Standards prepare students to become career and college ready.  Students will:   

 demonstrate independence 

 build strong content knowledge 

 respond to the varying demands of audience, task, purpose, and discipline 

 comprehend as well as critique 

 value evidence 

 use technology and digital media strategically and capably 

 understand other perspectives and cultures  

These research-based standards, founded on current best practices, promote creative thinking, critical thinking and 

independent thinking.  They also integrate literacy instruction with science, social studies, mathematics, the arts, and healthy 

lifestyles content.  

 

A whole-child approach to education is a shared responsibility.  The English Language Arts curriculum is a key component in 

developing local and global citizens in a literate society.  
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Students Who are College andCareer Ready in Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening, and Language 

(from the Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts Content, November 2011) 

 

The descriptions that follow are not standards themselves but instead offer a portrait of students who meet the standards set 

out in this document. As students advance through the grades and master the standards in reading, writing, speaking, 

listening, and language, they are able to exhibit with increasing fullness and regularity these capacities of the literate 

individual. 

 

• They demonstrate independence. 

Students can, without significant scaffolding, comprehend and evaluate complex texts across a range of types and 

disciplines, and they can construct effective arguments and convey intricate or multifaceted information. Likewise, 

students are able independently to discern a speaker’s key points, request clarification, and ask relevant questions. 

They build on others’ ideas, articulate their own ideas, and confirm they have been understood. Without prompting, 

they demonstrate command of standard English and acquire and use a wide-ranging vocabulary. More broadly, they 

become self-directed learners, effectively seeking out and using resources to assist them, including teachers, peers, and 

print and digital reference materials. 

• They build strong content knowledge. 

Students establish a base of knowledge across a wide range of subject matter by engaging with works of quality and 

substance. They become proficient in new areas through research and study. They read purposefully and listen 

attentively to gain both general knowledge and discipline-specific expertise. They refine and share their knowledge 

through writing and speaking. 

• They respond to the varying demands of audience, task, purpose, and discipline. 

Students adapt their communication in relation to audience, task, purpose, and discipline. They set and adjust purpose 

for reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language use as warranted by the task. They appreciate nuances, such as 

how the composition of an audience should affect tone when speaking and how the connotations of words affect 

meaning. They also know that different disciplines call for different types of evidence (e.g., documentary evidence in 

history, experimental evidence in science). 
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• They comprehend as well as critique. 

Students are engaged and open-minded—but discerning—readers and listeners. They work diligently to understand 

precisely what an author or speaker is saying, but they also question an author’s or speaker’s assumptions and premises 

and assess the veracity of claims and the soundness of reasoning. 

• They value evidence. 

Students cite specific evidence when offering an oral or written interpretation of a text. They use relevant evidence 

when supporting their own points in writing and speaking, making their reasoning clear to the reader or listener, and 

they constructively evaluate others’ use of evidence. 

• They use technology and digital media strategically and capably. 

Students employ technology thoughtfully to enhance their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language use. They 

tailor their searches online to acquire useful information efficiently, and they integrate what they learn using 

technology with what they learn offline. They are familiar with the strengths and limitations of various technological 

tools and mediums and can select and use those best suited to their communication goals. 

• They come to understand other perspectives and cultures. 

Students appreciate that the twenty-first-century classroom and workplace are settings in which people from often 

widely divergent cultures and who represent diverse experiences and perspectives must learn and work together. 

Students actively seek to understand other perspectives and cultures, including those of American Indians, and 

specifically, Montana Indians, through reading and listening, and they are able to communicate effectively with people 

of varied backgrounds. They evaluate other points of view critically and constructively. Through reading great classic 

and contemporary works of literature representative of a variety of periods, cultures, and worldviews, students can 

vicariously inhabit worlds and have experiences much different than their own. 
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Overall Organization of the Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts 

(from the Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts Content, November 2011) 

 

 

The Standards comprise three main sections: a comprehensive K–5 section and two content area–specific sections for grades 

6–12, one for ELA and one for history/social studies, science, and technical subjects. Three appendices accompany the main 

document. 

 

Each section is divided into strands. K–5 and 6–12 ELA have Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language strands; 

the 6–12 history/ social studies, science, and technical subjects section focuses on Reading and Writing. Each strand is headed 

by a strand-specific set of College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards that is identical across all grades and content areas. 

 

Standards for each grade within K–8 and for grades 9–10 and 11–12 follow the CCR anchor standards in each strand. Each 

grade-specific standard (as these standards are collectively referred to) corresponds to the same-numbered CCR anchor 

standard. Put another way, each CCR anchor standard has an accompanying grade-specific standard translating the broader 

CCR statement into grade-appropriate endof-year expectations. 

 

Individual CCR anchor standards can be identified by their strand, CCR status, and number (R.CCR.6, for example). Individual 

grade-specific standards can be identified by their strand, grade, and number (or number and letter, where applicable), so 

that RI.4.3, for example, stands for Reading, Informational Text, grade 4, standard 3 and W.5.1a stands for Writing, grade 5, 

standard 1a. Strand designations can be found in brackets alongside the full strand title. 
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Who is responsible for which portion of the Standards? 

A single K–5 section lists standards for reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language across the curriculum, reflecting the 

fact that most or all of the instruction students in these grades receive comes from one teacher. Grades 6–12 are covered in 

two content area–specific sections, the first for the English language arts teacher and the second for teachers of history/social 

studies, science, and technical subjects. Each section uses the same CCR anchor standards but also includes grade-specific 

standards tuned to the literacy requirements of the particular discipline(s). Specific standards for each grade also include  

language pertaining to Indian Education for All. 

 

Key Features of the Standards 

Reading: Text complexity and the growth of comprehension 

The Reading standards place equal emphasis on the sophistication of what students read and the skill with which they read. 

Standard 10 defines a grade-by-grade “staircase” of increasing text complexity that rises from beginning reading to the college 

and career readiness level. Whatever they are reading, students must also show a steadily growing ability to discern more 

from and make fuller use of text, including making an increasing number of connections among ideas and between texts, 

considering a wider range of textual evidence, and becoming more sensitive to inconsistencies, ambiguities, and poor 

reasoning in texts. 

 

Writing: Text types, responding to reading, and research 

The Standards acknowledge the fact that whereas some writing skills, such as the ability to plan, revise, edit, and publish, are 

applicable to many types of writing, other skills are more properly defined in terms of specific writing types: arguments, 

informative/explanatory texts, and narratives. Standard 9 stresses the importance of the writing-reading connection by 

requiring students to draw upon and write about evidence from literary and informational texts. Because of the centrality of 

writing to most forms of inquiry, research standards are prominently included in this strand, though skills important to 

research are infused throughout the document. 
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Speaking and Listening: Flexible communication and collaboration 

Including but not limited to skills necessary for formal presentations, the Speaking and Listening standards require students to 

develop a range of broadly useful oral communication and interpersonal skills. Students must learn to work together, express 

and listen carefully to ideas, integrate information from oral, visual, quantitative, and media sources, evaluate what they hear, 

use media and visual displays strategically to help achieve communicative purposes, and adapt speech to context and task. 

 

Language: Conventions, effective use, and vocabulary 

The Language standards include the essential “rules” of standard written and spoken English, but they also approach language 

as a matter of craft and informed choice among alternatives. The vocabulary standards focus on understanding words and 

phrases, their relationships, and their nuances and on acquiring new vocabulary, particularly general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases.  

 

Appendices A, B, and C 

Appendix A contains supplementary material on reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language as well as a glossary of 

key terms. Appendix B consists of text exemplars illustrating the complexity, quality, and range of reading appropriate for 

various grade levels with accompanying sample performance tasks. Appendix C includes annotated samples demonstrating at 

least adequate performance in student writing at various grade levels. 

 

Appendices are available on www.opi.mt.gov .  

 

  

http://www.opi.mt.gov/
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards 

College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Reading 
The K–12 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to do by the end of each grade. They correspond 

to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by number. The CCR and grade-specific standards are necessary complements—

the former providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity—that together define the skills and understandings that all 

students must demonstrate. 

Key Ideas and Details 

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when 

writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

Craft and Structure 

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and 

analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, 

scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.* 

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the 

authors take. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 

 

*Please see “Research to Build and Present Knowledge” in Writing and “Comprehension and Collaboration” in Speaking and Listening for additional standards 

relevant to gathering, assessing, and applying information from print and digital sources. 
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing 
 

The K–12 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to do by the end of each grade. They correspond 
to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by number. The CCR and grade-specific standards are necessary complements—
the former providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity—that together define the skills and understandings that all 
students must demonstrate. 
 

Text Types and Purposes* 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning andrelevant and sufficient 
evidence. 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the 
effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured 
event sequences. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject 
under investigation. 
8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate 
the information while avoiding plagiarism. 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Range of Writing 
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
*These broad types of writing include many subgenres. See Appendix A for definitions of key writing types. 
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening 

The K–12 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to do by the end of each grade. They correspond 

to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by number. The CCR and grade-specific standards are necessary complements—

the former providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity—that together define the skills and understandings that all 

students must demonstrate.  

Comprehension and Collaboration 

1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on 

others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the 

organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding of 

presentations. 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated 

or appropriate. 
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Language 

The K–12 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to do by the end of each 

grade. They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by number. The CCR and grade-

specific standards are necessary complements—the former providing broad standards, the latter providing additional 

specificity—that together define the skills and understandings that all students must demonstrate. 

Conventions of Standard English 

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

Knowledge of Language 

3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for 

meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.  

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing 

meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 

knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a 

text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Who, what, where, when, why and how questions 

 After a read aloud a student will illustrate the main 

idea of a story. 

 The student will illustrate two supporting details. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a 

text. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Answer some but not all - who, what, where, when, 

why and how questions. 

 After a read aloud, teacher provides two statements 

about the main idea one accurate and one 

inaccurate (ask students to identify the correct 

statement). 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details. 

Include stories by and about American Indians. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using three retelling cards, students will recall 

beginning, middle, and end. 

 (And/or) After a read aloud the students will 

illustrate two key details of a story. 

 Resource: www.opi.mt.gov  Suggested Books for 

Indian Education for All in Early Childhood. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details. 

Include stories by and about American Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Show retelling cards to students and ask students to 

pick out one event from the story shared in a read 

aloud and tell about it. 

 Resource: www.opi.mt.gov  Suggested Books for 

Indian Education for All in Early Childhood. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  

http://www.opi.mt.gov/
http://www.opi.mt.gov/
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 3 

Montana Common Core  Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a 

story. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Identify main character, setting, and major events. 

 Draw a picture of the story, with main character and 

setting. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a 

story. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Identify main character or setting or some major 

events. 

 Draw a picture of the story with some elements 

missing (e.g. wrong character(s) or setting). 

 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 While listening to a story, students will discuss key 

unknown words (terms that enhance the meaning of 

the story) and describe how they determined the 

meaning. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With teacher prompting, while listening to a story, 
students will identify unknown words. 
 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Recognize common types of texts (e.g., storybooks, poems). 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Recognize the difference between a story book and 

an informational book. 

 Given a stack of texts, identify the different types of 

genres, by sorting into categories (fiction, nonfiction, 

poetry, magazine, or newspaper, etc.). 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Recognize common types of texts (e.g., storybooks, poems). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Recognize the difference between a story book and 

an informational book. 

 Given a stack of texts, identify the different types of 
genres, by sorting into categories (fiction, nonfiction, 
poetry, magazine, or newspaper, etc.). 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and 

define the role of each in telling the story. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Teacher will hold up the book and the student will 

name the author/illustrator and give details, such as 

their purpose in helping create the story. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and 

define the role of each in telling the story. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Teacher will hold up the book and the student will 
name the author/illustrator and give details, such as 
their purpose in helping create the story. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations 

and the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration 

depicts). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will tell the part of the story the illustration 

represents. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations 

and the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration 

depicts). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will tell the part of the story the illustration 
represents with errors. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures and 

experiences of characters in familiar stories including American Indian 

stories. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 

 The student will be able to compare/contrast orally 

the adventures and experiences of character(s) in a 

given story.  

 Resource: www.opi.mt.gov  Suggested Books for 

Indian Education for All in Early Childhood. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures and 

experiences of characters in familiar stories including American Indian 

stories. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will be able to compare/contrast the 

adventures and experiences of character in a given 

story with errors. 

 Resource: www.opi.mt.gov  Suggested Books for 

Indian Education for All in Early Childhood. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  

http://www.opi.mt.gov/
http://www.opi.mt.gov/


21 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity # 10 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 During a group reading activity, students will 

complete the required task with accuracy. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With teacher support, during a group reading 

activity, students will complete the required task 

with accuracy. 

 

 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



22 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a 

text. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After reading informational text, students will ask 

and answer questions including accurate information 

and key details.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a 

text. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 After reading informational text, students will ask and 
answer questions including accurate information and 
key details. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
  



23 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a 

text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After reading informational text, students will 

verbally identify main topic and retell key details. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a 

text. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 After reading informational text, students will 
verbally identify main topic and retell key details. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



24 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, 

events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text. 

 Include texts by and about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Draw at least two similarities or differences between 

two characters, events, ideas or information found 

in the text. 

 Resource: www.opi.mt.gov  Suggested Books for 

Indian Education for All in Early Childhood. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, 

events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text. 

 Include texts by and about American Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Draw a similarity or difference between two 
characters, events, ideas or information in the text. 

 Resource: www.opi.mt.gov  Suggested Books for 
Indian Education for All in Early Childhood. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  

http://www.opi.mt.gov/
http://www.opi.mt.gov/


25 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words 

in a text.  Recognize words and phrases with cultural significance to American 

Indians. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 While listening to informational text, students will 

ask and answer questions about unknown words to 

determine their meaning. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words 

in a text.  Recognize words and phrases with cultural significance to American 

Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 While listening to informational text, students will ask 
and answer questions about unknown words to 
determine their meaning. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



26 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of a book. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using a book, students will point and name the 

different parts of a book (cover, back cover, title 

page). 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of a book. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a book student will point and name at least one 
part of a book (cover, back cover, title page). 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



27 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Name the author and illustrator of a text and define the role of each in 

presenting the ideas or information in a text. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students correctly identify that the author writes the 

book and the illustrator creates the pictures. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Name the author and illustrator of a text and define the role of each in 

presenting the ideas or information in a text. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With teacher support, students correctly identify that 
the author writes the book and the illustrator creates 
the pictures. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



28 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With prompting and support, describe the relationship between 

illustrations and the text in which they appear (e.g., what person, place, 

thing, or idea in the text an illustration depicts). 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After listening to informational text, students can 

describe what information the pictures in the text 

represent. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

With prompting and support, describe the relationship between 

illustrations and the text in which they appear (e.g., what person, place, 

thing, or idea in the text an illustration depicts). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 After listening to informational text, students can 
describe what information the pictures in the text 
represent. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



29 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 8 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With prompting and support, identify the reasons an author gives to 

support points in a text. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Teacher asks specific questions about information in 

the text and the student responds with reasons to 

support specific points in the text (e.g. teacher asks 

student why does a polar bear have white fur, 

student responds it can hide in the snow).  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

With prompting and support, identify the reasons an author gives to 

support points in a text. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Teacher asks specific questions about information in 

the text and the student responds with reasons to 

support specific points in the text (e.g. teacher asks 

student why does a polar bear have white fur, 

student responds it can hide in the snow).  

   1.5   

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



30 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences 

between two texts on the same topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or 

procedures). 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using two informational texts on the same topic 

students will draw some similarities and/or 

differences between the two stories. 

 Students can verbally tell similarities or differences 

between two informational texts on the same topic. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences 

between two texts on the same topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or 

procedures). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With teacher support, using two informational texts 
on the same topic students will draw some 
similarities and/or differences between the two 
stories. 

 Students can verbally tell similarities or differences 
between two informational texts on the same topic. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



31 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity # 10 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 In small reading groups, students independently 

read and demonstrate understanding by completing 

(oral or written) reading assignment with accuracy. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 In small reading groups, students will choral read with 
a partner and demonstrate understanding by 
completing the reading assignment with some 
assistance. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



32 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PRINT CONCEPTS #1 - Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

    a. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student consistently and independently 

distinguishes the beginning and ending of book 

tracking text from left to right, return sweep, and 

top to bottom, and page by page. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

    a. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Student inconsistently distinguishes the beginning 
and ending of book tracking text from left to right, 
return sweep, and top to bottom, and page by page. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
  



33 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PRINT CONCEPTS #1 - Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

b. Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by 

specific sequences of letters. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will be given a cvc word to write (the 

teacher says the word “cat”).  The student is 

independently able to write the word in correct 

sequence. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

b. Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by 

specific sequences of letters. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students are given the correct magnetic letters /c/ 
/a/ /t/ in random order and he/she can 
independently place the letters to represent the cvc 
word. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



34 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PRINT CONCEPTS #1 - Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

c. Understand that words are separated by spaces in print. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 When writing a sentence the student will 

demonstrate proper word/letter spacing. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

c. Understand that words are separated by spaces in print. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will use a finger/spaceman to 
demonstrate a proper word/letter space. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



35 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PRINT CONCEPTS #1 - Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

d. Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase letters of the alphabet. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student is given a list of upper and lower case letters 

in random order and they will accurately identify 

each letter.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

d. Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase letters of the alphabet. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Student is given a list of upper and lower case letters 
in random order and they will identify each letter, 
with some errors. 

 
 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



36 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS # 2 - Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

a. Recognize and produce rhyming words. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student gives a word that rhymes with a set such as: 

cat, sat, ____. 

 Student is given a word such as ‘hat’ and comes up 

with a new one that rhymes with it. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

a. Recognize and produce rhyming words. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will sort picture cards that rhyme. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



37 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS # 2 - Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

b. Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will demonstrate how to clap out and count 

the syllables in spoken words (e.g. Teacher says: 

kitten-student says kit/ten). 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

b. Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With teacher modeling first, student will demonstrate 
how to clap out and count the syllables in spoken 
words (e.g. Teacher says: kitten-student says kit/ten). 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



38 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS # 2 - Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

c. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken words. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will blend and segment single syllable words 

such as: Teacher says c-at, student says cat. Teacher 

says ‘cat’ student says c-at.  

 Teacher gives ending sounds and students add new 

beginning sounds to create new words using the 

given rime. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

c. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken words. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With teacher modeling, student will blend and 

segment single syllable words such as: Teacher says 

c-at, student says cat. Teacher says ‘cat’ student says 

c-at.  

 Teacher gives ending sounds and students add new 
beginning sounds to create new words using the 
given rime. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



39 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS # 2 - Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

d. Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial vowel, and final sounds 

(phonemes) in three-phoneme (consonant vowel-consonant, or CVC) 

words.* (This does not include CVCs ending with /l/, /r/, or /x/.) 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Ask the student to demonstrate segmenting the 

sounds. (ex. Teacher says: sat, Child say: s-a-t, 

Teacher says t-a-p, Child says tap (e.g. use arm 

tapping, cubes, or fingers for phonemes). 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

d. Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial vowel, and final sounds 

(phonemes) in three-phoneme (consonant vowel-consonant, or CVC) 

words.* (This does not include CVCs ending with /l/, /r/, or /x/.) 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Ask the student to demonstrate segmenting the 

sounds. (ex. Teacher says: sat, Child say: s-a-t, 

Teacher says t-a-p, Child says tap (e.g. use arm 

tapping, cubes, or fingers for phonemes). 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



40 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS # 2 - Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

e. Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, one-syllable 

words to make new words. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Teacher verbally gives the student a word such as 

‘mat’ have the student replace the beginning/ending 

sound to make a new word (ex: Teacher says: mat 

begins with /m/ if I change it to/v/ what is the new 

word? child says “vat”). 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

e. Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, one-syllable 

words to make new words. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With letter tiles the student will create a word such 
as ‘mat’ have the student replace the 
beginning/ending sound to make new words.   

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



41 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION # 3 - Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

a. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound 

correspondences by producing the primary or many of the most frequent 

sound for each consonant. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Give student a list of letters in random order. 

Student will produce consonant sounds 

demonstrating one to one correspondence by 

pointing to each letter. 

 Give student all the consonant sounds and the 

student will write the letter that goes with each 

sound. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

a. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound 

correspondences by producing the primary or many of the most frequent 

sound for each consonant. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Give student a list of letters in random order. Student 
will produce consonant sounds demonstrating one to 
one correspondence by pointing to each letter. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



42 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION # 3 - Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

b. Associate the long and short sounds with common spellings (graphemes) 

for the five major vowels. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

  Students can verbally identify the correct word 

using long/short vowels in words with the five major 

vowels (e.g. kite/kit, bit/bite, mad/made). 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

b. Associate the long and short sounds with common spellings (graphemes) 

for the five major vowels. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students can identify, with some errors, the correct 
word using long/short vowels in words with the five 
major vowels (e.g. kite/kit, bit/bite, mad/made). 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



43 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION # 3 - Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

c. Read common high-frequency words by sight (e.g., the, of, to, you, she, 

my, is, are, do, does). 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student consistently and independently reads 

previously taught high frequency words. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

c. Read common high-frequency words by sight (e.g., the, of, to, you, she, 

my, is, are, do, does). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 The student inconsistently reads previously taught 
high frequency words. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 
  



44 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION # 3 - Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

d. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the 

letters that differ. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using word family flipbooks, have students create 

the sounds of the letters and name the letters that 

are different. 

 Student will be able to identify the sound in the 

rhyming words that is different (Fox in Sox by Dr. 

Suess). 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

d. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the 

letters that differ. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 When given two words, students can identify if they 
rhyme or not (teacher says bat, cat-students answer 
yes or no). Teacher says, “What is different about 
both of these words?” 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



45 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
FLUENCY # 4 - Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students read texts and respond to a variety of 

questions to demonstrate levels of text 

comprehension. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students read texts and respond to a variety of 
questions to demonstrate levels of text 
comprehension. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces 

in which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they are writing 

about and state an opinion or preference about the topic or book  

(e.g., My favorite book is . . .). 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student consistently and independently draws, 

writes, or dictates the topic or name of a book the 

student is writing about. 

 The students will write/draw/dictate an 

opinion/preference about the topic or book. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces 

in which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they are writing 

about and state an opinion or preference about the topic or book  

(e.g., My favorite book is . . .). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With guidance from the teacher, the student draws, 
writes, or dictates the topic or name of a book the 
student is writing about.  

 The students will write/draw/dictate an 
opinion/preference about the topic or book with 
some assistance. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose 

informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about 

and supply some information about the topic. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student consistently and independently, the 

student will use a combination of drawing, writing, 

or dictating the topic or name of a book the student 

is writing about.  

 The students will write/draw/dictate about 

information on the topic or book. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose 

informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about 

and supply some information about the topic. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With guidance from the teacher, the student will use 

a combination of drawing, writing, or dictating the 

topic or name of a book the student is writing about.  

 With guidance from the teacher, the students will 
write/draw/dictate about information on the topic or 
book. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or 

several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they 

occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After listening to a story, the student will draw, 

dictate, or write about events within the story and 

put them in the order in which they occur. 

 The student will draw, dictate, or write a reaction to 

what happened in the story. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or 

several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they 

occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 After listening to a story and with guidance from the 

teacher, the student will draw, dictate, or write 

about events within the story and put them in the 

order in which they occur. 

 With guidance from the teacher, the student will 
draw, dictate, or write a reaction to what happened 
in the story. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With guidance and support from adults, respond to questions and 

suggestions from peers and add details to strengthen writing as needed. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

  In small groups, students will discuss with peers 

ideas/details to write about in their sentences. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

With guidance and support from adults, respond to questions and suggestions 

from peers and add details to strengthen writing as needed. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With guidance, students will discuss with peers 
ideas/details to write about in their sentences. They 
will also be provided word cards (pronouns, verbs, 
nouns etc.) to help facilitate in the writing process. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With guidance and support from adults, explore a variety of digital tools to 

produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 With guidance and support, the students will type 

their name to publish and share with peers. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

With guidance and support from adults, explore a variety of digital tools to 

produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With guidance and support, the students will type 
their name with error(s) to publish and share with 
peers. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number 

of books by a favorite author and express opinions about them). Include 

sources by and about American Indians. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students work in small groups to gather information 

on assigned topics and produce a sentence(s) with 

pictures for class presentations (e.g. butterflies). 

 Resource: www.opi.mt.gov  Suggested Books for 

Indian Education for All in Early Childhood. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number 

of books by a favorite author and express opinions about them). Include 

sources by and about American Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With guidance, students work in small groups to 

gather information on assigned topics and produce 

descriptive word(s) with pictures for class 

presentations (e.g. butterflies). 

 Resource: www.opi.mt.gov  Suggested Books for 
Indian Education for All in Early Childhood. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  

http://www.opi.mt.gov/
http://www.opi.mt.gov/
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 8 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences 

or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.  Include 

sources by and about American Indians. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

  Students will be given a specific choice of three 

resources (book, computer, person) to locate 

information to answer a question. 

 Resource: www.opi.mt.gov  Suggested Books for 

Indian Education for All in Early Childhood. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences 

or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.  Include 

sources by and about American Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With guidance and support, students will be given a 

specific choice of three resources (book, computer, 

person) to locate information to answer a question. 

 Resource: www.opi.mt.gov  Suggested Books for 
Indian Education for All in Early Childhood. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 
 

http://www.opi.mt.gov/
http://www.opi.mt.gov/
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Comprehension and Collaboration # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 

taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten 

topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and taking 

turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion). 

b. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 When sharing a story or idea, the student is able to 

use appropriate vocabulary and voice level (e.g.  

Give directions for making a lunch choice). 

 The student will demonstrate listening when others 

are speaking and raising hands for their turn to 

speak. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 

3.0 content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as 

the student:  

Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten 

topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and taking 

turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion). 

b. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 

ideas and processes. 

 With support, when sharing a story or idea, the 

student is able to use appropriate vocabulary and 

voice level (e.g.  give directions for making a lunch 

choice). 

 The student will demonstrate listening when others 
are speaking and raising hands for their turn to speak, 
with practice. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 

3.0 content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and 

some of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Comprehension and Collaboration # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or 

through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and 

requesting clarification if something is not understood. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After a read aloud, guest speaker or other media, 

students will answer and ask questions about key 

details in a group discussion.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or 

through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and 

requesting clarification if something is not understood. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 After a read aloud, guest speaker or other media, and 
with prompting from the teacher, the students will 
answer and ask questions about key details in a group 
discussion. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Comprehension and Collaboration # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify 

something that is not understood. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will raise their hand in order to get 

information to meet his/her needs. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify 

something that is not understood. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will raise their hand in order to get 

information to meet his/her needs. 

 

 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and 

support, provide additional detail. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will describe familiar people, places, 

things, and events with detail.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and 

support, provide additional detail. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will describe familiar people, places, 
things, and events with minimal detail. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide 

additional detail. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students can draw or use magazine pictures to 

produce a visual display with detail. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide 

additional detail. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With guidance and support, students can draw or use 
magazine pictures to produce a visual display with 
detail. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 When sharing a story or idea, the student is able to 

speak loud enough for others to hear using age 

appropriate vocabulary. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With teacher encouragement, when sharing a story 
or idea, the student is able to speak loud enough for 
others to hear using age appropriate vocabulary. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Print many upper- and lowercase letters. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 During writing activities, students can write many 

upper and lower case letters using the proper 

writing conventions (e.g.  Handwriting without 

Tears). 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Print many upper- and lowercase letters. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With additional support and using provided wooden 
letters/chalk boards/ students will write many upper 
and lower case letters using the proper writing 
conventions (e.g.  Handwriting without Tears). 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

b. Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will use correct nouns/verbs in a 

sentence(s) when writing and speaking.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

b. Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With practice, students will use correct nouns/verbs 
in a sentence(s) when writing and speaking.  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



61 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

c. Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or /es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; 

wish, wishes). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will use regular plural nouns in a 

sentence(s) when speaking. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

c. Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or /es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; 

wish, wishes). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With practice and support from the teacher, students 
will use regular plural nouns in a sentence(s) when 
speaking. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

d. Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, 

where, when, why, how). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will demonstrate through verbal 

communication, the correct use of question words. 

(e.g.  What time is recess?) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

d. Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, 

where, when, why, how). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With teacher support, students will demonstrate 
through verbal communication, the correct use of 
question words. (e.g.  What time is recess?) 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

e. Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, 

off, for, of, by, with). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will demonstrate through verbal 

communication, the correct use of frequently 

occurring prepositions. (e.g.  to, from, in, out, on, 

off, for, of, by, with). 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

e. Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, 

off, for, of, by, with). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With teacher guidance, students will demonstrate 
through verbal communication, the correct use of 
frequently occurring prepositions. (e.g.  to, from, in, 
out, on, off, for, of, by, with). 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

f. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will expand the sentence using a 

descriptive word. (e.g. The cat sat., changes to: The 

fat cat sat). 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

f. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With teacher support, students will expand the 
sentence using a descriptive word. (e.g.  The cat sat., 
changes to: The fat cat sat). 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will capitalize the first word in a sentence 

and the pronoun I when writing in their journal.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With teacher guidance, students will capitalize the 
first word in a sentence and the pronoun I when 
writing in their journal. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will: 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

b. Recognize and name end punctuation. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will point to the end punctuation mark and 

state its name. (e.g. period, .) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

b. Recognize and name end punctuation. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will point to the end punctuation mark and 
state its name. (e.g. period, .) 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

c. Write a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel sounds 

(phonemes). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 While writing word students will write the correct 

phoneme(s) for consonant and short-vowel sounds.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

c. Write a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel sounds 

(phonemes). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With teacher support, while writing word students 
will write the correct phoneme(s) for consonant and 
short-vowel sounds. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



68 
 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 

taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

d. Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter 

relationships. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 During journal writing students will write simple 

words using correct sound/letter relationships. 

 Students will write simple dictated words using 

correct sound/letter relationships. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 

3.0 content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as 

the student:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

d. Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter 

relationships. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 

ideas and processes. 

 During journal writing students will write simple 

words using correct sound/letter relationships. 

 Students will write simple dictated words using 
correct sound/letter relationships. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 

3.0 content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and 

some of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on kindergarten reading and content. 

a. Identify new meanings for familiar words and apply them accurately (e.g., 

knowing duck is a bird and learning the verb to duck). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Have the student draw a picture or write a word to 

represent two different meanings of the word.        

(e. g.“He can bat the ball.”, or “Bats fly at night.”) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on kindergarten reading and content. 

a. Identify new meanings for familiar words and apply them accurately (e.g., 

knowing duck is a bird and learning the verb to duck). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With teacher support have the student draw a picture 
or write a word to represent two different meanings 
of the word (e. g. “He can bat the ball.”, or “Bats fly at 
night.”). 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on kindergarten reading and content. 

b. Use the most frequently occurring inflections and affixes (e.g., -ed, -s, re-, 

un-, pre-, -ful, -less) as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 While speaking, students will practice using correct 

inflections and affixes. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on kindergarten reading and content. 

b. Use the most frequently occurring inflections and affixes (e.g., -ed, -s, re-, 

un-, pre-, -ful, -less) as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With teacher support and example, students will 
speak using the correct inflections and affixes. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 

taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances in 

word meanings. 

a. Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of the 

concepts the categories represent. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will sort a variety of objects into the same 

categories (e.g. shapes, colors, size, animals). 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 

3.0 content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as 

the student:  

With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances in 

word meanings. 

a. Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of the 

concepts the categories represent. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 

ideas and processes. 

 With teacher support, students will sort a variety of 
objects into the same categories (e.g. shapes, colors, 
size, animals). 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 

3.0 content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and 

nuances in word meanings. 

b. Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring verbs and adjectives 

by relating them to their opposites (antonyms). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will correctly match objects that are 

opposites. (e.g. up/down, cold/hot, run/walk) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and 

nuances in word meanings. 

b. Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring verbs and adjectives 

by relating them to their opposites (antonyms). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With teacher assistance, students will correctly match 
objects that are opposites. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and 

nuances in word meanings. 

c. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note 

places at school that are colorful) 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 While listening to a story, students will discuss key 

vocabulary and share their experiences with the 

given word. (Teacher gives the word birthday, 

students may say how they have had experiences 

with birthday parties, presents, etc.) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and 

nuances in word meanings. 

c. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note 

places at school that are colorful) 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 While listening to a story, students will discuss key 
vocabulary and share their experiences with the given 
word. (Teacher gives the word birthday, students may 
say how they have had experiences with birthday 
parties, presents, etc.) 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and 

nuances in word meanings. 

d. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs describing the same general 

action (e.g., walk, march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 During circle activities, the students can 

demonstrate the meanings of general action. (e.g. 

walk, march, strut, prance) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and 

nuances in word meanings. 

d. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs describing the same general 

action (e.g., walk, march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Teacher will demonstrate during circle activities, the 
correct form so students can then act out the 
meanings of general actions. (e.g. walk, march, strut, 
prance) 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: KINDERGARTEN 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being 

read to, and responding to texts. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students can verbally add meaning to their 

responses to texts by relating acquired skills from 

conversations, stories and life experiences.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being 

read to, and responding to texts. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With teacher guidance, students can verbally add 
meaning to their responses to texts by relating 
acquired skills from conversations, stories and life 
experiences. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST  

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 During read alouds, students respond to frequent 

teacher questions that develop comprehension of 

text. Students are encouraged to ask questions to 

extend text understanding. 

 Students create questions about a story they have 

just read or heard. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Asks and answers questions about key details in a text. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will respond to frequent teacher 

questions that develop comprehension of text. 

 The student will create questions about a story 

that they have just read or heard with prompting. 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST  

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their 

central message or lesson.  Include stories by and about American Indians. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After listening to stories, students use words and 

pictures to illustrate story details and messages in 

sequential order. 

 Resource: www.opi.mt.gov  Suggested Books for 

Indian Education for All in Early Childhood. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Retells stories, including key details, and demonstrate limited understanding of 

their central message or lesson.  Include stories by and about American Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With prompting, students use words and pictures to 
illustrate story details and messages. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  

http://www.opi.mt.gov/
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GRADE: FIRST  

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 3 

Montana Common Core  Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students illustrate main character(s) and write 2 or 

more  descriptive words about the characters. 

 Students illustrate elements of stories (e.g., settings, 

events, details, characters). 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Describes characters, settings or major events in a story, using key details. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With prompting, students illustrate main 

character(s) and write 2 or more descriptive words 

about the characters. 

 With prompting, students illustrate elements of 
stories (e.g., settings, events, details, characters). 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal 

to the senses. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 As stories or poems are read aloud students use 

facial expressions to display feelings suggested by 

the words. 

 Students illustrate facial expressions to correspond 

with the words and phrases in the stories or poems. 

 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Identifies words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal 

to the senses with prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 As stories or poems are read aloud students are able 

to mirror facial expressions to display feelings 

suggested by the words. 

 Given a set of faces showing different expressions, 
students will color in the corresponding feeling for 
the words. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Explain major differences between books that tell stories and books that give 

information, including those of American Indians, drawing on a wide reading of 

a range of text types. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students sort previously read books or book jackets 

by type; storybook or informational book (nonfiction 

and fiction) and give reasons for their choices. 

 Students participate in creating a classroom chart 

classifying books by type: story book or 

informational book. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Explains differences between books that tell stories and books that give 

information, including those of American Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With prompting, students sort previously read books 

or book jackets by type; storybook or informational 

book. 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Identify who is telling the story at various points in a text. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 During the story, students recognize that stories 

are told by various points of view and can identify 

who is telling the story.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Identifies who is telling the story at various points in a text with prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same Sample Task as 3.0 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or 

events. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students describe characters, settings or events 

from illustrations or details in the book. 

 Students find words or illustrations in text to answer 

prompts or questions (e.g., locate pictures or words 

that tell where this story took place; how do you 

know the man is happy?) 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Uses illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or 

events with prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With prompting, students describe characters, 

settings or events from illustrations or details in the 

book. 

 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories 

including American Indian stories. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students complete Venn diagrams using a word list 
to compare and contrast adventures and 
experiences of characters in stories. 

 After listening to read aloud text with different 
characters, students dramatize adventures or 
experiences of the characters. Students discuss 
likenesses and differences of characters. 

 Resource: www.opi.mt.gov  Suggested Books for 
Indian Education for All in Early Childhood. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Compares and contrasts the adventures and experiences of characters in stories 

including American Indian stories. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With prompting, students complete Venn diagrams 

using a word list to compare and contrast 

adventures and experiences of characters in stories. 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

http://www.opi.mt.gov/


85 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity # 10 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With prompting and support, read prose and poetry of appropriate complexity 

for grade 1. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students participate in choral reading of displayed 

prose and poetry. 

 Students echo read common prose and poetry texts. 

 Student will read prose and poetry independently. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Reads prose and poetry of appropriate complexity for grade 1 with prompting 

and support. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same Sample Task as 3.0 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



86 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Before reading an informational text, formulate 2 

questions that relate to the topic. 

 After reading an informational text, students will 

answer questions about key details. 

 Resource: Scholastic News 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Asks and answers questions about key details in a text. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Before reading an informational text, formulate 1 

question that relates to the topic. 

 After reading an informational text, students will 
answer the question about key details with some 
errors. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
  



87 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After reading informational texts, students will 

complete a graphic organizer to identify the main 

topic and at least 3 details of a text. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Identifies the main topic and retell key details of a text. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 After reading informational texts, students will 
complete a graphic organizer to identify the main 
topic with 1 or 2 details. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



88 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of 

information in a text.  Include texts by and about American Indians. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students complete a Venn diagram comparing and 

contrasting individuals, events, ideas or pieces of 

information across content areas. 

 Resource: www.opi.mt.gov  Suggested Books for 

Indian Education for All in Early Childhood. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Describes the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of 

information in a text with prompting.  Include texts by and about American 

Indians. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same Sample Task as 3.0 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  

http://www.opi.mt.gov/


89 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words 

and phrases in a text.  Recognize words and phrases with cultural significance to 

American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students match vocabulary words to definitions 

and/or pictures across content areas. 

 Students will ask/answer questions to identify and 

define vocabulary word and phrases related to text. 

 Resource: www.opi.mt.gov  Suggested Books for 

Indian Education for All in Early Childhood. 

 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Asks and answers questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words 

and phrases in a text.  Recognize words and phrases with cultural significance to 

American Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students match vocabulary words to definitions 
and/or pictures across content areas with some 
errors. 
 
 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

http://www.opi.mt.gov/


90 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents, 

glossaries, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using a book, students will point to and name 

different parts of a book. 

 Students will place sticky notes on main features of 

text.  (table of contents, heading, and glossary) 

 Students will locate electronic menus and icons 

during a computer lesson. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Knows and uses various text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents, 

glossaries, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text 

with prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same Sample Task as 3.0 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



91 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Distinguish between information provided by pictures or other illustrations and 

information provided by the words in a text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students view pictures in text prior to reading and 

generate list of at least 3 details observed from the 

picture.  

 Students read the text, generate additional lists of details 

and compare the lists. 

 Students are posed questions following the reading of 

informational text. Students determine if the responses 

are best found in the text or illustration. (E.g., What do 

frogs eat? Did you learn that from the picture or the 

text?) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Distinguishes between information provided by pictures or other illustrations 

and information provided by the words in a text with prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students view pictures in text prior to reading and 

generate list of 1 or 2 details observed from the picture.  

 With prompting, students read the text, generate 

additional details and compare the lists. 

 Students are posed questions following the reading of 
informational text. With prompting, students determine if 
the responses are best found in the text or illustration. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



92 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students look at illustrations from informational text 

and identify key ideas. Students locate words in the 

text that are related to the illustrations. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Uses the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas with 

prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With prompting, students look at illustrations from 
informational text and identify key ideas. Students 
locate words in the text that are related to the 
illustrations. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



93 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 8 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Identify the reasons an author gives to support points in a text. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students verbally identify key points authors are 

making in informational texts and state the 

supporting reasons. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Identifies the reasons an author gives to support points in a text with 

prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same Sample Task as 3.0 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



94 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Identify basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the same 

topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or procedures). 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After reading two informational texts on the same 

topic, students are asked questions. Students display 

yes or no signals in response to the question 

comparing the texts (e.g., yes/no cards, thumbs up 

or down, paper/pencil activity). 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Identifies basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the same 

topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or procedures) with prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same Sample Task as 3.0 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



95 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity # 10 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With prompting and support, read informational texts appropriately complex 

for grade 1. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 In shared reading settings, students read and discuss 

informational texts. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

With prompting and support, reads informational text appropriately complex 

for grade 1 with prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same Sample Task as 3.0 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



96 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PRINT CONCEPTS #1 - Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

a. Recognize the distinguishing features of a sentence (e.g., first word, 

capitalization, ending punctuation). 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 During interactive reading and writing, students 

circle or highlight features of print in sentences. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

a. Recognizes the distinguishing features of a sentence (e.g., first word, 

capitalization, ending punctuation). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 During interactive reading and writing, students circle 
or highlight features of print in sentences with some 
errors. 

 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
 
  



97 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS # 2 - Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

a. Distinguish long from short vowel sounds in spoken single-syllable words. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will identify long or short vowel sound in 

words spoken by teacher. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

      a. Distinguish long from short vowel sounds in spoken single-syllable words. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will identify long or short vowel sound in 
words spoken by teacher with some errors. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



98 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS # 2 - Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

b. Orally produce single-syllable words by blending sounds (phonemes), 

including consonant blends. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students use personal knowledge of phonemes to 

read list of single-syllable words. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

b. Orally produces single-syllable words by blending sounds (phonemes),     

including consonant blends. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students use personal knowledge of phonemes to 
read list of single-syllable words with some errors.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



99 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS # 2 - Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

c. Isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) 

in spoken single-syllable words. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will isolate initial, medial vowel, and final 
sounds (phonemes) in spoken single-syllable 
words. 

 Student will pronounce the given word after 

listening to the initial, medial vowel, and final 

sounds 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

c. Isolates and pronounces initial, medial vowel, and final sounds 

(phonemes) in spoken single-syllable words. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With modeling, student will isolate initial, medial 
vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in spoken 
single-syllable words with some errors. 

 Student will pronounce the given word after 

listening to the initial, medial vowel, and final 

sounds with some errors. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



100 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS # 2 - Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

d. Segment spoken single-syllable words into their complete sequence of 

individual sounds (phonemes). 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students break words into segments by saying and 

clapping each sound. 

 Students use letter cubes to connect sounds of 

single-syllable words. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

d. Segments spoken single-syllable words into their complete sequence of 

individual sounds (phonemes). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students break words into segments by saying and 
clapping each sound with some errors. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 
  



101 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION # 3 - Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

a. Know the spelling-sound correspondences for common consonant 

digraphs. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using lists of displayed words containing digraphs, 

students identify and produce the sounds of the 

digraphs (e.g., sh, ch, th, wh). 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

a. Knows the spelling-sound correspondences for common consonant 

digraphs. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using lists of displayed words containing digraphs, 
students identify and produce the sounds of the 
digraphs with some errors. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



102 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION # 3 - Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

b. Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will create word family charts (e.g., -ot, -at, 

-op, -ut). 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

b. Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words with prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With prompting, students will create word family 
charts (e.g., -ot, -at, -op, -ut). 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



103 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION # 3 - Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

c. Know final -e and common vowel team conventions for representing long 

vowel sounds. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will sort word cards by the vowel teams 

representing long vowel sounds. (e.g., all long a 

words together (ai, ay, long a with silent e), all long e 

words together, etc). 

 Students will read word cards after sorting. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

c. Knows final -e and common vowel team conventions for representing 

long vowel sounds with prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will sort word cards containing long vowels 
by the separate vowel teams (e.g., all ai words 
together, all ay words together). 

 With prompting, students will read word cards. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 
  



104 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION # 3 - Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

d. Use knowledge that every syllable must have a vowel sound to determine 

the number of syllables in a printed word. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students circle the vowels/vowel teams in lists of 

one- and two- syllable words. Students clap the 

syllables as the words are spoken and record the 

number of syllables beside the words. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

d. Uses knowledge that every syllable must have a vowel sound to 

determine the number of syllables in a printed word. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 After modeling, students circle the vowels/vowel 
teams in lists of one- and two- syllable words. 
Students clap the syllables as the words are spoken 
and record the number of syllables beside the words. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



105 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION # 3 - Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

e. Decode two-syllable words following basic patterns by breaking the 

words into syllables. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using two-syllable word cards, students cut or draw 

a line to separate the syllables. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

e. Decodes two-syllable words following basic patterns by breaking the 

words into syllables. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using two-syllable word cards, students cut or draw a 
line to separate the syllables with some errors.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



106 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION # 3 - Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

f. Read words with inflectional endings. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students read a word list of base words and words 

with inflectional endings. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

f. Reads words with inflectional endings. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students read a word list of base words and words 
with inflectional endings with some errors. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



107 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION # 3 - Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

g. Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students use sight word cards, word charts or the 

word wall to read irregularly spelled words. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

g. Recognizes and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students use sight word cards, word charts or the 
word wall to read irregularly spelled words with some 
errors. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



108 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
FLUENCY # 4 - Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

a. Read on-level text with purpose and understanding. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students read texts and respond to a variety of 

questions to demonstrate levels of text 

comprehension. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

a. Reads on-level text with purpose and understanding. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students read texts and respond to a variety of 
questions to demonstrate levels of text 
comprehension with some errors. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



109 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
FLUENCY # 4 - Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

b. Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression 

on successive readings. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Following repeated practice readings, students read 

aloud favorite grade-appropriate texts to teacher, 

partners, small groups, or the class. Students will 

read with accuracy, appropriate rate and expression. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

b. Reads on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression 

on successive readings. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Following repeated practice readings, students read 
aloud favorite grade-appropriate texts to teacher, 
partners, small groups, or the class. Students will read 
with some errors in rate, accuracy or expression. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



110 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
FLUENCY # 4 - Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 

understanding, rereading as necessary. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will highlight unfamiliar words in text and 

apply context strategies (e.g., rereading, skip the 

unknown word, read the surrounding words or 

sentences) to determine word meanings.  

 Students will recall strategies for self-correcting 

words and apply them while reading. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

c. Uses context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 

understanding, rereading as necessary. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will highlight unfamiliar words in text and 
apply context strategies (e.g., rereading, skip the 
unknown word, read the surrounding words or 
sentences) to determine word meanings with 
prompting. 

 Students will recall strategies for self-correcting 
words and apply them while reading with prompting. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



111 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they 

are writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide 

some sense of closure. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will complete a graphic organizer about a 

topic of interest that names topic, opinion about 

topic, reasons for opinion and closing statements. 

 Students will use the graphic organizer to write an 

opinion piece of at least four sentences. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Writes opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they 

are writing about, state an opinion and supplies a reason for the opinion. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will complete a graphic organizer about a 

topic of interest that names topic and opinion about 

topic, but may lack reasons for opinion and closing 

statements. 

 With prompting, students will use the graphic 
organizer to write an opinion piece of two to three 
sentences. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



112 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some 

facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students create a science poster to provide 

information on selected topic, including topic name, 

illustration, facts about the topic and closing 

statement. 

 Students will write informative text about a topic of 

choice that would include topic, at least three facts 

about the topic, and a closing statement. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Writes informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic and supply 

some facts about the topic. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students create a science poster providing some, but 
not all, of the required components.  

 Students will write informative text providing some, 
but not all, of the required components.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



113 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced 

events, include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to 

signal event order, and provide some sense of closure. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students participate in school-related experiences (field 

trip, celebration) and recall and record two or more 

events using temporal words (e.g., first, next, last) and 

write endings to sequenced events. 

 Students write stories to describe special days or events 

from personal experiences (e.g., first day of school, 

birthday celebration, a trip). Students use details and 

sequential order when describing the days/events. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Writes narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced 

events, include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to 

signal event order. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With prompting, students participate in school-related 
experiences (field trip, celebration) and recall and record 
two or more events using temporal words (e.g., first, next, 
last) and write endings to sequenced events. 

 With prompting, students write stories to describe special 
days or events from personal experiences (e.g., first day of 
school, birthday celebration, a trip). Students use details 
and sequential order when describing the days/events. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 



114 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions 

and suggestions from peers, and add details to strengthen writing as needed. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will write sentences about chosen topics. 

After the sentences are read aloud, peers ask 

questions or give suggestions for improvement (e.g., 

What color was the cap; Tell me more about the 

man.; Where did he wear the cap?). Students 

rewrite the sentences adding details and 

incorporating suggestions from peers. (e.g., The old 

man wore a bright blue cap to the ballgame.) 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

With guidance and support from adults, focuses on a topic, responds to 

questions and suggestions from peers, and adds details to strengthen writing as 

needed. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will write sentences about chosen topics. 
After hearing suggestions, student adds only limited 
details to the rewritten sentence.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



115 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce 

and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will use technology to write at least one 

sentence to publish and share with the class. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

With guidance and support from adults, uses a variety of digital tools to 

produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With prompting, students will use technology to write 
at least one sentence to publish and share with the 
class. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



116 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of 

“how-to” books on a given topic and use them to write a sequence of 

instructions).  Include sources by and about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students work in small groups to gather information 

on assigned topics and produce written reports for 

class presentations. (E.g., How-to make toast.) 

 Resource: www.opi.mt.gov  Suggested Books for 

Indian Education for All in Early Childhood. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Participates in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of 

“how-to” books on a given topic and use them to write a sequence of 

instructions).  Include sources by and about American Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same Sample Task as 3.0 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  

http://www.opi.mt.gov/
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 8 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or 

gather information from provided sources to answer a question.  Include 

sources by and about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will gather information from provided 

source (e.g., books, person or computer) to answer 

questions. 

 Resource: www.opi.mt.gov  Suggested Books for 

Indian Education for All in Early Childhood. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

With guidance and support from adults, recalls information from experiences or 

gathers information from provided sources to answer a question.  Include 

sources by and about American Indians. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same Sample Task as 3.0 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 
  

http://www.opi.mt.gov/
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Comprehension and Collaboration # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse 

partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and 

larger groups. 

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others with 
care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). 
b. Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of 
others through multiple exchanges.  
c. Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under 
discussion. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will follow agreed-upon rules for 

discussions, build on other’s talk in conversations, 

and ask questions to clear up any confusion. (E.g., 

“Show and Tell” time.) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

a. Follows agreed-upon rules for discussions with prompting. 
b. Builds on others’ talk in conversations by occasionally responding to the 
comments of others. 
c. Asks some questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts 
under discussion. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With prompting, students will follow agreed-upon 
rules for discussions, build on other’s talk in 
conversations, and ask questions to clear up any 
confusion. (E.g., “Show and Tell” time.) 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Comprehension and Collaboration # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information 

presented orally or through other media. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will listen to a read aloud, then answer key 

questions (main idea, character, setting). 

 Students will formulate at least one question about a 

key detail of information presented orally or through 

other media. (E.g., video, read aloud.) 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Asks and answers questions about key details in a text read aloud or 

information presented orally or through other media. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With prompting, students will listen to a read aloud, 

and answer key questions (main idea, character, 

setting). 

 With prompting, students will formulate at least one 
question about a key detail of information presented 
orally or through other media. (E.g., video, read 
aloud.) 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Comprehension and Collaboration # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather 

additional information or clarify something that is not understood. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students make oral presentations and answer 

clarifying questions from peers. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Asks and answers questions about what a speaker says in order to gather 

additional information or clarify something that is not understood. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With prompting, students will make oral 
presentations and answer clarifying questions from 
peers. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing 

ideas and feelings clearly. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will share ideas/feelings with details. 

 Students use the pair-share strategy to describe 

people, places, things, or events. Students move to 

different partners for other pair-share discussions on 

the same topics. 

 After the completion of several pair-share 

discussions, students move to small group settings 

to share learned information. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Describes people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing 

ideas and feelings with prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With prompting, student will share ideas and 

feelings with details one-on-one, using pair-share 

strategy and in small group settings. 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to 

clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students create illustrations that represent 

descriptions of characters, places, or events. 

 Students construct dioramas, models, or mobiles to 

clarify ideas, thoughts, or feelings. 

 After listening to a descriptive read aloud, students 

will create an illustration to clarify the ideas, 

thoughts and feelings in the story. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Adds drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to 

clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings with prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With prompting, students will create illustrations, 
dioramas, models or mobiles to clarify ideas, 
thoughts and feelings.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation. (See grade 

1 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.) 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 When given a word, the student will formulate two 

complete sentences correctly. 

 When given an object, the student will use at least 

two complete sentences to describe it.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Produces complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 When given a word, the student will use it in a 

complete sentence correctly. 

 When given an object, the student will use a 
complete sentence to describe it. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Print all upper- and lowercase letters. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will write matching upper- and lowercase 

letters of the alphabet with correct formation on 

lined paper. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Printing all upper- and lowercase letters. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will write matching upper- and lowercase 
letters of the alphabet with some errors on lined 
paper. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

b. Use common, proper, and possessive nouns. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will sort noun word cards into three 

categories: common, proper and possessive nouns. 

 Students will highlight different types of nouns in 

given passages. 

 Students will correctly use common, proper and 

possessive nouns when speaking. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

b. Uses common, proper, and possessive nouns. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will sort noun word cards into three 

categories: common, proper and possessive nouns 

with some errors. 

 Students will highlight different types of nouns in 
given passages with some errors. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

c. Use singular and plural nouns with matching verbs in basic sentences 

(e.g., He hops; We hop). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will choose the correct noun-verb 

agreement in basic sentences.  

(E.g., He _______ at the park.) (The ______ play.) 

             play      plays                          cat     cats 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

c. Uses singular and plural nouns with matching verbs in basic sentences 

(e.g., He hops; We hop). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will choose the correct noun-verb 

agreement in basic sentences with some errors. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

d. Use personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns (e.g., I, me, my; they, 

them, their; anyone, everything). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will provide correct pronouns in basic 

sentences. (E.g., This is ___ basketball. I, me or my) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

d. Uses personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns (e.g., I, me, my; they, 

them, their; anyone, everything). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will provide correct pronouns in basic 
sentences with some errors. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

e. Use verbs to convey a sense of past, present, and future (e.g., Yesterday I 

walked home; Today I walk home; Tomorrow I will walk home). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students use past, present, and future verb tenses 

when writing or speaking. (e.g., Yesterday I _____.; 

Today I _______.; Tomorrow I will _______.). 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

e. Uses verbs to convey a sense of past, present, and future (e.g., Yesterday I 

walked home; Today I walk home; Tomorrow I will walk home). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students use past, present, and future verb tenses 
when writing or speaking with some errors. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

f. Use frequently occurring adjectives. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students select frequently used adjectives from the 

word wall to improve speaking and writing. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

f. Uses frequently occurring adjectives. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With prompting, students select frequently used 
adjectives from the word wall to improve speaking 
and writing.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

g. Use frequently occurring conjunctions (e.g., and, but, or, so, because). 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students select frequently occurring conjunctions 

from the word wall to improve speaking and writing. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

g. Uses frequently occurring conjunctions (e.g., and, but, or, so, because). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With prompting, students select frequently occurring 
conjunctions from the word wall to improve speaking 
and writing. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

h. Use determiners (e.g., articles, demonstratives). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students select frequently occurring determiners 

from the word wall to improve speaking and writing. 

(E.g., articles: a, an, the; demonstratives: this, that, 

these, those) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

h. Uses determiners (e.g., articles, demonstratives). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With prompting, students select frequently 

occurring determiners from the word wall to 

improve speaking and writing. 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

i. Use frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., during, beyond, toward). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students select frequently occurring prepositions 

from the word wall to improve speaking and writing 

 Students will use sentence strips that contain blank 

lines for missing prepositions and stacks of 

preposition cards. Students choose appropriate 

prepositions to complete the sentences.  
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

i. Uses frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., during, beyond, toward). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With prompting, students select frequently 

occurring prepositions from the word wall to 

improve speaking and writing. 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

j. Produce and expand complete simple and compound declarative, 

interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory sentences in response to 

prompts. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will produce and expand complete 

simple sentences when writing or speaking. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

j. Produces and expands complete simple and compound declarative, 

interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory sentences in response to 

prompts. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will produce complete simple sentences 
when writing or speaking. 

 With prompting, the student will expand a complete 
simple sentence. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Capitalize dates and names of people. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will edit sentences containing dates and 

names for capitalization, making corrections as 

needed. 

 Students will write the date in their journal correctly. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Capitalizes dates and names of people. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will edit sentences containing dates and 

names for capitalization, making corrections as 

needed with some errors. 

  With prompting, students will write the date in their 
journal correctly. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

b. Use end punctuation for sentences. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students add end punctuation to given sentences 

using oral or written responses or with punctuation 

manipulatives. (E.g., stickers, symbols, punctuation 

cut outs.) 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

b. Uses end punctuation for sentences. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students add end punctuation to given sentences 

using oral or written responses or with punctuation 

manipulatives with some errors.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing 

c. Use commas in dates and to separate single words in a series. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students place commas where needed in sentences 

that contain dates, and/or series of single words. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing 

c. Uses commas in dates and to separate single words in a series. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students place commas where needed in sentences 
that contain dates, and/or series of single words with 
errors. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

d. Use conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns and 

for frequently occurring irregular words. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will write words with common spelling 

patterns and frequently occurring irregular words 

during spelling assessments and journal writing. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

d. Uses conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns and 

for frequently occurring irregular words. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will write words with common spelling 
patterns and frequently occurring irregular words 
during spelling assessments and journal writing with 
some errors. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



138 
 

GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

e. Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on phonemic awareness and 

spelling conventions. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will spell words with phonetic spelling in 

their journals. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

e. Spells untaught words phonetically, drawing on phonemic awareness and 

spelling conventions. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Student is beginning to use phonetic spelling in their 
journals. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 1 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array 
of strategies. 

a. Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students use the skip-and-read-over strategy to 

determine the meaning of unknown words. Students 

read sentences skipping over unknown words or 

phrases. Students return to the sentences and look 

at the words in context to determine the meaning of 

the unknown words or phrases. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determines or clarifies the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases based on grade 1 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an 
array of strategies. 

a. Uses sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students use the skip-and-read-over strategy to 
determine the meaning of unknown words with 
prompting. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 1 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array 
of strategies. 

b. Use frequently occurring affixes as a clue to the meaning of a word. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will define the meaning of words containing 

frequently occurring affixes (prefixes and suffixes). 

(E.g., dis- means “not” or “opposite of” so dislike 

means “not to like”). 

 Students will use a list of roots and affixes to 

assemble words (e.g., un+happy=unhappy). 

Affixes ed, s,ing,  ful, ly, less, pre, un, re, dis,  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determines or clarifies the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases based on grade 1 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an 
array of strategies. 

b. Uses frequently occurring affixes as a clue to the meaning of a word. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With prompting, student will define the meaning of 
words containing frequently occurring affixes. 

 With prompting, students will use a list of roots and 
affixes to assemble words. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 1 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array 
of strategies. 

c. Identify frequently occurring root words (e.g., look) and their inflectional 

forms (e.g., looks, looked, looking). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students circle the root word on a list of words 

containing inflectional forms. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determines or clarifies the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases based on grade 1 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an 
array of strategies. 

c. Identifies frequently occurring root words (e.g., look) and their inflectional 

forms (e.g., looks, looked, looking). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students circle the root word on a list of words 
containing inflectional forms with some errors. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and 

nuances in word meanings. 

a. Sort words into categories (e.g., colors, clothing) to gain a sense of the 

concepts the categories represent. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will sort individual words/objects into 

previously identified categories. (E.g., orally, word 

cards, teacher word list) 

 After hearing a list of words, students will determine 

which category they belong to. (E.g., pencil, crayons, 

glue… school supplies.) 

 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

With guidance and support from adults, explores word relationships and 

nuances in word meanings. 

a. Sorts words into categories (e.g., colors, clothing) to gain a sense of the 

concepts the categories represent. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will sort individual words into previously 
identified categories with some errors. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and 

nuances in word meanings. 

b. Define words by category and by one or more key attributes (e.g., a duck 

is a bird that swims; a tiger is a large cat with stripes). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students look at words (e.g., duck), identify the 

categories in which the words belong (e.g., bird), and 

name attributes of the words (e.g., swims). 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

With guidance and support from adults, explores word relationships and 

nuances in word meanings. 

b. Defines words by category, but not attributes (e.g., a duck is a bird that 

swims; a tiger is a large cat with stripes). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students look at words and identify the category, but 
not an attribute.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and 

nuances in word meanings. 

c. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note 

places at home that are cozy). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students use vocabulary from word walls or stories 

and make connections between the words and their 

everyday lives by referencing personal experiences. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

With guidance and support from adults, explores word relationships and 

nuances in word meanings. 

c. Identifies real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note 

places at home that are cozy). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With prompting, students use vocabulary from word 
walls or stories and make connections between the 
words and their everyday lives by referencing 
personal experiences. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and 

nuances in word meanings. 

d. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs differing in manner (e.g., 

look, peek, glance, stare, glare, scowl) and adjectives differing in intensity 

(e.g., large, gigantic) by defining or choosing them or by acting out the  

meanings. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students brainstorm a list of verbs and adjectives 

differing in manner. 

 Students act out the meanings of word cards or use 

the words in sentences. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

With guidance and support from adults, explores word relationships and 

nuances in word meanings. 

d. Distinguishes shades of meaning among verbs differing in manner  and 

adjectives differing in intensity by defining or choosing them or by acting 

out the meanings. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same Sample Task as 3.0 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIRST 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read 

to, and responding to texts, including using frequently occurring conjunctions to 

signal simple relationships (e.g., because). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students interact with vocabulary rich environments (e.g., 
instructional bulletin boards, word walls, individual word banks 
and journals) to build oral and written language. 

 Students participate in collaborative discussions using acquired 
vocabulary before, during, and after reading with a focus on the 
relationships of characters and events. 

 Students can verbally add meaning to their responses to text by 
relating to acquired skills from conversations, stories and life 
experiences. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Uses words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being 

read to, and responding to texts, including using frequently occurring 

conjunctions to signal simple relationships (e.g., because). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With prompting, students interact with vocabulary rich 

environments (e.g., instructional bulletin boards, word walls, 

individual word banks and journals) to build oral and written 

language. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to 

demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The teacher will read a story and the students will 

create a graphic organizer including who, what, 

when, where, why, and how. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Ask and answer such as who, where and when to demonstrate understanding of 

the key details in a text. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 The teacher will read a story and the students will 
complete with assistance a graphic organizer 
including who, what, when, where, why, and how. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, including 

American Indian stories, and determine their central message, lesson, or moral. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After reading fables, folktales, and myths, students 

will be able to state the central message, lesson, or 

moral using key details from the story. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, including 

American Indian stories, and determine their central message, lesson, or moral. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 After reading fables, folktales, and myths, students 
will be able to state the central message, lesson, or 
moral from the story with teacher prompts. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 3 

Montana Common Core  Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After reading a story, student will identify characters 

and how they respond to major events and 

challenges by creating a diorama. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Describe how characters in a story respond to major events 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 After reading a story, student will identify characters 
and major events by creating a diorama. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, 

repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read a poem chorally as a class to discover the beats 

and rhymes, and clap the pattern.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, 

repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song with 

prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Read a poem chorally as a class to discover with 
teacher assistance the beats and rhymes, and clap 
the pattern. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

. Describe the overall structure of a story, including American Indian stories, 

describing how the beginning introduces the story and the ending concludes 

the action. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Paraphrase the events of a story. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

With assistance the student can describe the overall structure of a story, 

including American Indian stories, describing how the beginning introduces 

the story and the ending concludes the action. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using retelling cards, students will recall the order of 
events and describe why the pictures go in that order. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



153 
 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters, including by 

speaking in a different voice for each character when reading dialogue 

aloud. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Teacher will read The True Story of the Three Little 

Pigs. Students will choose two characters and read 

aloud a short passage that includes selected 

characters, using different voices.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

 Acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters, including by 

speaking in a different voice for one character when reading dialogue aloud. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Teacher will read The True Story of the Three Little 
Pigs. Students will choose a character with teacher 
assistance and read aloud a short passage to convey 
that character’s voice. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital 

text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will brainstorm words related to the 

illustrations in a story and determine how the text is 

influenced. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Use information gained from the illustrations or  words in a print or digital 

text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will brainstorm words related to the 
illustrations in a story. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
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Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 9 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g., 

Cinderella stories) by different authors or from different cultures including 

American Indian authors or cultures. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After reading similar stories from different cultures, 

the students will compare and contrast the main 

characters using a VENN diagram.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Compare two versions of the same story (e.g., Cinderella stories) by different 

authors or from different cultures including American Indian authors or cultures 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 After reading two similar stories from different 
cultures, the students will compare and contrast the 
main characters using a teacher provided VENN 
diagram. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
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Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity # 10 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories 

and poetry, in the grades 2–3 text complexity band proficiently, with 

scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will read on level text with 90% accuracy 

and fluency. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories 

and poetry, in the grades 1-2 text complexity band proficiently, with 

scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will read on level text with 80% accuracy and 
fluency. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



157 
 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to 

demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 During read alouds, students respond to frequent 

teacher questions that develop comprehension of 

texts. Students are encouraged to ask questions to 

extend text understanding. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Ask and answer such questions as who, where, and when to demonstrate 

understanding of key details in a text. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 During read alouds, students respond to frequent 
teacher questions that develop comprehension of 
texts. Students are encouraged to ask questions to 
extend text understanding. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
  



158 
 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific 

paragraphs within the text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After reading stories, students will retell verbally or 

in writing the main topic with adequate detail and 

description. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 After reading stories, students will retell verbally or in 
writing the main topic. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or 

concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.  Include texts by and about 

American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Teacher will read American Indian stories. Students 

will create a timeline with teacher prepared cards 

appropriate to the texts.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or 

concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, with teacher assistance. 

Include texts by and about American Indians. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Teacher will read American Indian stories. Students 
will create a timeline with teacher prepared cards 
appropriate to the texts with teacher guidance. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 

topic or subject area.  Recognize words and phrases with cultural significance to 

American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will create a puzzle game using the general 

and domain specific words and phrases from the 

text.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 

topic or subject area with teacher assistance.  Recognize words and phrases 

with cultural significance to American Indians. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will complete a teacher generated word 
search using the general and domain specific words 
and phrases from the text. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, 

glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or 

information in a text efficiently. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will use non-fiction text features on a 

teacher created assessment to gain information. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Know  text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, 

indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text 

efficiently. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will identify text features of a non-fiction 
text (i.e. headings, illustrations, graphs, charts, maps, 
diagrams, table of content, and glossaries) 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



162 
 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to 

answer, explain, or describe. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will create a picture to identify the main 

purpose of a text and write an explanation. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to 

answer, explain, or describe, with teacher assistance. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will create a picture to identify the main 
purpose of a text with teacher assistance. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) 

contribute to and clarify a text. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will match ten illustrations with 

appropriate text. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) 

contribute to or clarify a text. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will match eight illustrations with 
appropriate text. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 8 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After reading an informational text, students will 

summarize the main idea with words and pictures 

and give three supporting details.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text, 

with teacher assistance. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 After reading an informational text, students will 
circle the main idea and underline the details.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on 

the same topic. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After reading two informational texts about the 

same topic, students will create a VENN diagram 

presenting a minimum of five key details. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on 

the same topic, with teacher assistance. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 After reading two informational texts about the same 
topic, students will create a VENN diagram presenting 
a minimum of three key details. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity # 10 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including 

history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2–3 text 

complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 

range. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will read an informational grade level 

passage and teacher will conduct a fluency check 

using predetermined proficient benchmarks.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including 

history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 1-2 text 

complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 

range. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will read an informational grade level 
passage and teacher will conduct a fluency check 
using predetermined nearing proficient benchmarks. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION # 3 -Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

a. Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-

syllable words. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will read a comic strip and highlight all long 

vowel words in one color and short vowel words in 

another color.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

a. Distinguish long or short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-

syllable words. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will read a comic strip and highlight all long 
vowel words. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION # 3 -Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

b. Know spelling-sound correspondences for additional common vowel 

teams. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will sort the vowel teams according to 

vowel sounds (i.e. ai, ay to long a) and be able to 

read the words.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

b. Know spelling-sound correspondences for additional common vowel 

teams with teacher prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will sort the vowel teams according to vowel 
sounds (i.e. ai, ay to long a). 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION # 3 -Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

c. Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with long vowels. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will play “Go Fish” with two-syllable long 

vowel word cards.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

c. Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with long vowels, with 

teacher prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will play “Go Fish” with two-syllable long 
vowel word cards. (i.e. using a single vowel sound) 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION # 3 -Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

d. Decode words with common prefixes and suffixes. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 When given words containing prefixes and suffixes, 

students will underline the affix.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

d. Decode words with common prefixes and suffixes, with teacher 

prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 When given a teacher generated list of words, 
students will underline prefix or suffix. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION # 3 -Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

e. Identify words with inconsistent but common spelling-sound 

correspondences. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will create a riddle using words with 

inconsistent but common spelling-sound words (i.e. 

a light kite, a phony fork, etc…)   

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

e. Identify words with inconsistent but common spelling-sound 

correspondences, with teacher prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will illustrate a riddle using words with 
inconsistent but common spelling-sound words (i.e. a 
light kite, a phony fork, etc…)   

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION # 3 -Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

f. Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will read and highlight irregularly spelled 

words in a teacher generated text with accuracy. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

f. Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words, with 

teacher assistance. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will read and highlight irregularly spelled 
words in a teacher generated text with accuracy with 
assistance.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
FLUENCY # 4 - Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

a. Read on-level text with purpose and understanding. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will read an on level passage and the 

teacher will analyze which reading strategies they 

use effectively to decode and solve for unknown 

words. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

a. Read below level text with purpose and understanding. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will read a below level passage and the 
teacher will analyze which reading strategies they use 
effectively to decode and solve for unknown words. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
FLUENCY # 4 - Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

b. Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression 

on successive readings. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will read grade level fluency probes 

monthly, demonstrating phrasing, attend to 

punctuation, and use inflection.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

b. Read below level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 

expression on successive readings. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will read grade level fluency probes 
monthly. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
FLUENCY # 4 - Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 

understanding, rereading as necessary. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will complete a cloze passage with no 

major errors or omissions.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 

understanding, rereading as necessary, with teacher prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will complete a cloze passage with minor 
errors or omissions. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing 

about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking 

words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a 

concluding statement or section. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Teacher will introduce a topic and students will write 

five sentences expressing their opinion on the topic 

and giving reasons to support their opinion. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing 

about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking 

words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a 

concluding statement or section, with teacher assistance. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Teacher will introduce a topic and students will write 
sentences expressing their opinion on the topic and 
giving reasons to support their opinion. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts 

and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or 

section. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will create an informative/explanatory 

comic strip to convey information to the reader (i.e. 

facts, definitions and details) on a self chosen topic.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts 

and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or 

section, with teacher assistance. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will create an informative/explanatory 
comic strip to convey information to the reader (i.e. 
facts, definitions and details) on a teacher provided 
topic. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short 

sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, 

use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The teacher provides three envelopes with multiple 

cards in each envelope: main character, setting, and 

plot. Students work in groups and choose one card 

at random from each envelope. Students write a 

story using the story elements chosen.  
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short 

sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, 

use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure, with 

teacher prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 The teacher provides three envelopes with multiple 
cards in each envelope: main character, setting, and 
plot. Students work in groups and choose one card at 
random from each envelope. Students use a story 
frame to organize their writing and thoughts.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and 

strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will use the highlighting strategy using 

different colored highlighters. Students will highlight 

the first word in each sentence and the punctuation.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and 

strengthen writing as needed by  editing. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will use the highlighting strategy using 
different colored highlighters. Students will highlight 
the first word in each sentence. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to 

produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using a word processing program, the students will 

rotate to various computers to contribute to a 

classroom story using teacher generated prompts. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to 

produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a word processing program, the students will 
rotate to various computers to contribute to a 
classroom story using teacher generated prompts 
with adult assistance. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of 

books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations).  

Include sources by and about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will research an invention of their choice 

and design a visual presentation to share with the 

class.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of 

books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations), 

with teacher assistance. Include sources by and about American Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will research an invention of their choice 
and design a visual presentation to share with the 
class. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 8 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided 

sources to answer a question. Include sources by and about American 

Indians. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Teacher will provide a question. (i.e. Why dinosaurs 

become extinct?) Students will complete a KWL 

chart. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided 

sources to answer a question, with teacher assistance. Include sources by 

and about American Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Teacher will provide a question. (i.e. Why dinosaurs 
become extinct?) Students will complete a KWL chart. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Comprehension and Collaboration # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 

taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 

2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening 
to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). 
b. Build on others’ talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others. 
c. Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under 
discussion. 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Teacher provides students a list of 

questions prior to the discussion. 

Teacher helps facilitate the discussion, 

giving each student the opportunity to 

respond. Following the discussion, the 

teacher provides an exit card.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 

student: 

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, 
listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under 
discussion). 
b. Build on others’ talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of 
others, with teacher prompting. 
c. Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under 
discussion, with teacher prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and 

processes. 

 Teacher provides students a list of 
questions prior to the discussion. 
Teacher helps facilitate the discussion, 
giving each student the opportunity to 
respond. Following the discussion, the 
teacher provides an exit card. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex 

ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 



184 
 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Comprehension and Collaboration # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information 

presented orally or through other media. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 During a presentation, students will demonstrate 

appropriate listening skills to build an understanding 

of a topic. Students will then role play the main idea.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information 

presented orally or through other media, with teacher assistance. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 During a presentation, students will demonstrate 
appropriate listening skills to build an understanding 
of a topic. Students will then role play the main idea. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



185 
 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Comprehension and Collaboration # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify 

comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a 

topic or issue. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will ask appropriate questions to determine 

the identity of a hidden object. (Ex. A pumpkin in a 

box, a brownie in a bag…) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify 

comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a 

topic or issue, with teacher assistance. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will ask appropriate questions to determine 
the identity of a hidden object. (Ex. A pumpkin in a 
box, a brownie in a bag…) 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



186 
 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, 

descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will read stories or poems in pairs and 

demonstrate fluid reading at an understandable 

pace.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and speaking 

audibly in coherent sentences. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will orally share stories or poems at their 
reading level in pairs or small groups. Students need 
to demonstrate fluid reading.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



187 
 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual 

displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify 

ideas, thoughts, and feelings. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will create a commercial to advertise a 

favorite book, story, or author.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual 

displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify 

ideas, thoughts, or feelings, with teacher assistance. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will create a commercial to advertise a 
favorite book, story, or author with teacher 
assistance. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



188 
 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in 

order to provide requested detail or clarification. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will introduce themselves through an “All 

About Me” presentation using complete sentences.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in 

order to provide requested detail or clarification, with teacher assistance. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will introduce themselves through an “All 
About Me” presentation using short phrases. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



189 
 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Use collective nouns (e.g., group). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will read a passage and highlight all of the 

collective nouns.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Use collective nouns (e.g., group), with teacher prompts. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will read a passage and highlight the 
collective nouns. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
  



190 
 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

b. Form and use frequently occurring irregular plural nouns (e.g., feet, 

children, teeth, mice, fish). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will complete a word sort activity using 

regular and irregular plural nouns.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

b. Form and use frequently occurring irregular plural nouns (e.g., feet, 

children, teeth, mice, fish), with teacher prompts. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will complete a word sort activity using 
regular and irregular plural nouns with a partner. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



191 
 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

c. Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will write a letter to their favorite older 

friend, using reflexive pronouns. (i.e. myself, 

ourselves) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

c. Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves), with teacher prompts. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will write a sentence using reflexive 
pronouns. (i.e. myself, ourselves) 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



192 
 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

d. Form and use the past tense of frequently occurring irregular verbs (e.g., 

sat, hid, told). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will respond with the appropriate past 

tense irregular verbs when provided with the 

present tense verb. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

d. Form and use the past tense of frequently occurring irregular verbs (e.g., 

sat, hid, told), with teacher prompts. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will respond with the appropriate past tense 
irregular verbs when provided with teacher prompts 
of the present tense verb. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



193 
 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

e. Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on 

what is to be modified. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After identifying nouns and verbs, the students will 

be able to select appropriate adjectives and adverbs 

to correspond to the nouns and verbs. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

e. Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on 

what is to be modified, with teacher assistance.  

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will identify nouns and corresponding 
adjectives. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



194 
 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

f. Produce, expand, and rearrange complete simple and compound 

sentences (e.g., The boy watched the movie; The little boy watched the 

movie; The action movie was watched by the little boy) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will manipulate simple and compound 

sentences using sentence strips and word cards. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

f. Recognize  and rearrange complete simple and compound sentences (e.g., 

The boy watched the movie; The little boy watched the movie; The action 

movie was watched by the little boy) 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 The students will manipulate simple and compound 
sentences using teacher generated sentence strips 
and word cards. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 
 



195 
 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic names. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will use correct capitalization skills during a 

daily morning message activity. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic names, with teacher 

assistance. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will use correct capitalization skills during a 
daily morning message activity with teacher 
assistance. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



196 
 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic names. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will write a letter to a parent using commas 

in the greeting and closing accurately.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic names, with teacher 

assistance. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will write a letter to a parent using commas 
in the greeting and closing accurately with assistance. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



197 
 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

c. Use an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring 

possessives. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will write five contractions and five 

possessive nouns. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

c. Use an apostrophe to form contractions. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will write three contractions and three 
possessive nouns. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



198 
 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing 

d. Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words (e.g., cage → 

badge; boy → boil). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will complete a word sort explain the 

spelling pattern. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing 

d. Identify learned spelling patterns when writing words (e.g., cage → 

badge; boy → boil). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will complete a spelling pattern word sort 
but are unable to explain the spelling pattern. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



199 
 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing 

e. Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed 

to check and correct spellings. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Given a list of five grade level words, students will 

consult reference materials to check correct spelling. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

e. Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed 

to check and correct spellings, with teacher assistance. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a list of three grade level words, students will 
consult reference materials to check correct spelling. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 

  



200 
 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~Knowledge of Language #3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

a. Compare formal and informal uses of English. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will draw a cartoon with two characters. 

One character will speak in formal English (i.e. May I 

please have a soda?) and the other character will 

speak in informal English (i.e. Can I have a pop?) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

a. Compare formal and informal uses of English, with assistance. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With a partner, students will draw a cartoon with two 
characters. One character will speak in formal English 
(i.e. May I please have a soda?) and the other 
character will speak in informal English (i.e. Can I 
have a pop?) 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4   

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based ongrade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array 
of strategies. 

a. Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will read a teacher generated passage with 

five nonsense words inserted within the text. 

Students will identify the meaning of the nonsense 

words through context clues. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based below grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an 
array of strategies. 

a. Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase, 

with assistance 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will read a teacher generated passage with 
two nonsense words inserted within the text. 
Students will identify the meaning of the nonsense 
words through context clues. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



202 
 

GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based ongrade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array 
of strategies. 

b. Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known prefix is 

added to a known word (e.g., happy/unhappy, tell/retell). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will highlight unknown words in sentences 

and use the context to provide the correct meaning 

of the highlighted word.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based below grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an 
array of strategies. 

b. Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known prefix is 

added to a known word (e.g., happy/unhappy, tell/retell), with teacher 

prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Teachers will highlight unknown words in sentences. 
Students will use the context to provide the correct 
meaning of the highlighted word. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based ongrade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array 
of strategies. 

c. Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with 

the same root (e.g., addition, additional). 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Teacher will provide each student with a vocabulary 

card. Students will form a circle, reveal their cards, 

and locate other students with related vocabulary 

cards. Students will discuss the definitions and share 

with the whole group.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

c. Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with 

the same root (e.g., addition, additional), with teacher prompts. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Teacher will provide each student with a vocabulary 
card. Students will form a circle, reveal their cards, 
and locate other students with related vocabulary 
cards. Students will discuss the definitions and share 
with the whole group. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based ongrade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array 
of strategies. 

d. Use knowledge of the meaning of individual words to predict the meaning 

of compound words (e.g., birdhouse, lighthouse, housefly; bookshelf, 

notebook, bookmark). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Teacher will tell a story about butter flying across 

the room and students will discuss the difference 

between butter flying across the room and a 

butterfly. Students will choose a compound word 

and illustrate literal meanings of the individual 

words and the meaning of the compound word.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based below grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an 
array of strategies. 

d. Use knowledge of the meaning of individual words to predict the meaning 

of compound words (e.g., birdhouse, lighthouse, housefly; bookshelf, 

notebook, bookmark), with teacher assistance. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Teacher will tell a story about butter flying across the 
room and students will discuss the difference 
between butter flying across the room and a 
butterfly. Students will choose a compound word and 
illustrate literal meanings of the individual words and 
the meaning of the compound word with assistance. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based ongrade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array 
of strategies. 

e. Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to 

determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will read a passage and highlight key words 

and phrases.  Working with a partner, students will 

determine precise meanings of highlighted words by 

using glossaries, dictionaries, etc… 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based below grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an 
array of strategies. 

e. Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to 

determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases, with teacher 

assistance. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will read a passage and highlight key words 
and phrases.  Working with a partner, students will 
determine precise meanings of highlighted words by 
using glossaries, dictionaries, etc… 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

a. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe 

foods that are spicy or juicy). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will brainstorm a list of ten adjectives that 

describe a given noun.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

a. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., 
describe foods that are spicy or juicy), with teacher assistance. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will brainstorm a list of seven adjectives that 
describe a given noun with assistance. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

b. Distinguish shades of meaning among closely related verbs (e.g., toss, 

throw, hurl) and closely related adjectives (e.g., thin, slender, skinny, 

scrawny). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 In small groups student will be given three closely 

related verbs or adjectives. They will then act out 

each of the words to display the difference between 

the words. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

 b. Distinguish shades of meaning among closely related verbs (e.g., toss, 

throw, hurl) and closely related adjectives (e.g., thin, slender, skinny, 

scrawny), with teacher assistance. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With teacher assistance the student will act out two 
closely related verbs or adjectives. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SECOND 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read 

to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe 

(e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me happy.) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will present a book talk that includes 

adjectives and adverbs to describe characters and/or 

reaction to book. (e.g. This book made me feel 

happy because. . . ) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read 

to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives or adverbs to describe 

(e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me happy.) 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

The student will present a book talk that includes 
adjectives and adverbs to describe characters and/or 
reaction to book with teacher prompts. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDSFOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring 

explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Organize the key idea and three details using a 

graphic organizer. Then write a short explanation as 

to why each detail supports the key idea.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Organize the key idea and three details using a 
graphic organizer. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures, 

including those by and about American Indians; determine the central message, 

lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After reading fables, folktales, and myths student 

will be able to state the central message, lesson, or 

moral using key details from the story. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures, 

including those by and about American Indians; determine the central message 

or moral. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 After reading fables, folktales, and myths student will 
be able to state the central message, lesson, or 
moral. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 3 

Montana Common Core  Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and 

explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will create a timeline showing how their 

traits and motivations effect the sequence of events 

of a given story.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings). 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Make a poster describing characters in a given story. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

distinguishing literal from non-literal language. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will act out the meanings of verbs with the 

same general meaning (e.g. walk, strut, prance). 

 Each student will draw a picture of a literal and non-

literal phrase.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will act out the meanings of verbs with the 
same general meaning (e.g. walk, strut, prance). 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a 

text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each 

successive part builds on earlier sections. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students can keep a journal as they read a story to 

document changes over time, including new events, 

how characters change, inferences, or predictions.  

Students can use these notes to help them when 

writing and speaking about the story. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a 

text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will complete a generic story map or graphic 
organizer as they read a story and document changes 
over time with teacher assistance.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the 

characters. Include works by and about American Indians. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After reading a story, students will identify the point 

of view of the author, a character, or the narrator 

and discuss/write if they share that point of view or 

if they have a different point of view.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator. Include works by 

and about American Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will be able to recognize the difference 
between what the author is stating and what he/she 
believes.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to what is 

conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a 

character or setting). 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will brainstorm words related to the 

illustrations in a story and determine how the text is 

influenced.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Describe how the illustrations relate to the text in a given story.  

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will brainstorm words related to the 
illustrations in a story. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the 

same author, including American Indian authors, about the same or similar 

characters (e.g., in books from a series). 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After reading stories by the same author, the 

student will state the common themes that exist 

using details from the story. An example would be 

reading multiple stories by the same author to 

discover related themes. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Compare the themes of stories written by the same author,  including American 

Indian authors, about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books from a 

series). 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 The student states themes from stories that are read 
in class.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity # 10 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poetry, at the grade 3 text complexity band independently and 

proficiently. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will read an on-level text with 90% accuracy 

and fluency.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poetry, at the high end of grade 2 text complexity band 

independently and proficiently. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will read an on-level text with 80% accuracy 
and fluency. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring 

explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will work independently to complete a story 

quest related to the given text.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will work with a partner to complete a story 
quest related to the given text. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they 

support the main idea. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students read an informational text and record three 

important details on post-it notes to share with 

others the relationship to the main idea.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determine the main idea of a text and recount the key details. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will read an informational text and 
determine two important details to share with 
others. Teacher assistance may be needed. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas 

or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that 

pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.  Include texts by and about 

American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will make a timeline of historical events 

after reading a text about American Indians.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas 

or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will make a timeline of historical events 
after reading a text about American Indians. Teacher 
assistance may be needed. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will create a puzzle game using the general 

and domain-specific words and phrases from the 

text.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determine the meaning of general academic words and phrases in a text 

relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will complete teacher generated word 
search using the general words and phrases from the 
text. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to 

locate information relevant to a given topic efficiently. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will locate all the non-fiction elements 

presented in a scavenger format using the text. They 

will answer questions using those features. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Use text features or search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate 

information relevant to a given topic efficiently. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will match non-fiction details with given 
examples.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After reading a text, the student will make a VENN 

diagram with eight details to compare and contrast 

their point of view and that of the author. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Distinguish the point of view of the author of a text.  

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 After reading a text, the student summarize the 
author’s point of view.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the 

words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, 

why, and how key events occur). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will match ten illustrations with appropriate 

text.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) or the 

words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, 

why, and how key events occur). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will match eight illustrations with 
appropriate text. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 8 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in 

a text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a sequence). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will document four comparisons between 

particular sentences and paragraphs in a text, 

including cause/effect and sequencing.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Describe the connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text 

(e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a sequence). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will document three comparisons between 
particular sentences and paragraphs in a text, 
including cause/effect and sequencing with teacher 
assistance. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in 

two texts on the same topic. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After reading two informational texts about the 

same topic, students will create a VENN diagram 

presenting a minimum of five key details. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Compare and contrast the most important points or key details presented in 

two texts on the same topic. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 After reading two informational texts about the same 
topic, students will complete a VENN diagram 
presenting a minimum of three key details. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity # 10 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including 

history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the grade 3 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will read an informational grade level 

passage, and teacher will conduct a fluency check 

using predetermined proficient benchmarks.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including 

history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the grade 2-3 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will read an informational grade level 
passage, and teacher will conduct a fluency check 
using predetermined nearing proficient benchmarks. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION # 3 -Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

a. Identify and know the meaning of the most common prefixes and 

derivational suffixes. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 When given words containing prefixes and suffixes, 

the student will underline the affix and explain the 

meaning of the word. Words will include those with 

the following suffixes: -less, -ar, -or, -en, -ly, -y 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

a. Identify the meaning of the most common prefixes and 
derivational suffixes. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 When given words containing prefixes and suffixes, 
the students will select the correct meaning on a 
multiple choice test. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION # 3 -Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

b. Decode words with common Latin suffixes. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 When given words containing common Latin 

suffixes, the student will underline the affix and 

explain the meaning of the word. Words will include 

those with the following suffixes: -able, -ible, -ation, 

-fy, -ify, -ment, -ty, -ity 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

b. Recognize words with common Latin suffixes. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 When given words containing common Latin suffixes, 
the students will select the correct meaning on a 
multiple choice test. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION # 3 -Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

c.Decode multi-syllable words. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Teacher will administer a list of ten multi-syllabic 

words. Students will use their decoding skills to 

determine reading skills. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

c. List multi-syllable words. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Student will create a list of 5 multi-syllable words.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION # 3 -Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

d. Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will read and highlight irregularly spelled 

words in text with accuracy. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

d. Recognize or read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will locate and highlight irregularly spelled 
words in text from a teacher provided list with no 
major errors or omissions. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
FLUENCY # 4 - Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

a. Read on-level text with purpose and understanding. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students read a passage and teacher conducts a 

comprehension check of higher level thinking skills, 

to include synthesis and application. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

a. Read text with purpose and understanding. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students read a passage. On a teacher administered 
comprehension check, the student only identifies 
lower level comprehension skills such as basic 
knowledge. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
FLUENCY # 4 - Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

b. Read on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, 

and expression on successive readings. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will orally present a poem to the class with 

expression and interpretation.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

b. Read on-level prose and poetry orally. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will orally present a poem to the class. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
FLUENCY # 4 - Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 

understanding, rereading as necessary. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will complete a cloze passage with no 

major errors or omissions. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

c.  Use context to confirm word recognition and reread  
as necessary. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will complete a cloze passage with minor 
errors or omissions. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will: 

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons. 

a. Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and 

create an organizational structure that lists reasons. 

b. Provide reasons that support the opinion. 

c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) 

to connect opinion and reasons. 

d. Provide a concluding statement or section. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Teacher provides a topic and students write about 

their point of view in an organized form with correct 

linking words and phrases on the given topic. 

Students must support their opinion with valid 

information related to the topic.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts. 

a. Introduce the topic or text they are writing about. 
b. Provide personal opinion. 
c .  Provide a concluding statement or section. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Teacher provides a topic and students write about 
their point of view on that topic. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 

a. Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful 
to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details. 
c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within 

categories of information. 
d. Provide a concluding statement or section. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will create an 

informative/explanatory comic strip to 

convey information to the reader, (ie 

facts, definitions, and details) on a self 

chosen topic. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 
Write informative or explanatory texts to examine a topic. 

a. Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful 
to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts. 
c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within 

categories of information. 
d. Provide a concluding statement or section. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and 

processes. 

 Students will create an 
informative/explanatory comic strip to 
convey information to the reader, (ie 
facts, definitions, and details) on a 
teacher provided topic. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex 

ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

a. Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that 

unfolds naturally. 

b. Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and 

events or show the response of characters to situations. 

c. Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order. 

d. Provide a sense of closure. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The teacher provides three 

envelopes with multiple cards 

inside each envelope: main 

character, setting and plot.  

Students work in groups and 

choose one card at random 

from each envelope. Students 

write a story using the story 

elements chosen.  
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the student: 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events. 
a. Establish a situation and introduce characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

b. Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and 

events or show the response of characters to situations. 

c. Use words and phrases to signal event order. 

d. Provide a sense of closure. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and 
processes. 

 The student uses a story frame 
to organize their writing and 
thoughts.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex ideas and 

processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the 

development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. (Grade-

specific expectations for writing types are defined in writing standards 1-3.) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will use a graphic organizer to develop 

organized written work appropriate to given task. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the 

development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. (Grade-

specific expectations for writing types are defined in writing standards 1-3.) 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With teacher assistance, students will use a graphic 
organizer to develop organized written work 
appropriate to given task 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing.(Editing for conventions 

should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including 

grade 3.)  

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will use the highlighting strategy using 

different colored highlighters. They will highlight the 

first word in every sentence, punctuation, and verbs. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop or strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing.(Editing for conventions 

should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will use the highlighting strategy using 
different colored highlighters. They will highlight the 
first word in every sentence and punctuation. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish 

writing (using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate with 

others. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using a word processing program the students will 

rotate to various computers to contribute to a 

classroom story using teacher generated prompts. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish 

writing (using keyboarding skills). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a word processing program the students will 
type a previously created story.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.  Include 

sources by and about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will research Montana tribes and record 

notes on specified topics i.e. traditional dress, 

location and traditions. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Gather research about a particular topic. Include sources by and about 

American Indians. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will research one Montana tribe and record 
notes on specified topics i.e. traditional dress, 
location and traditions 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 8 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and 

digital sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided 

categories.  Include sources by and about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After watching teacher provided digital material 

about Pow Wows in Montana, the students will 

create and label a map of all activities during a Pow 

Wow. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and 

digital sources.  Include sources by and about American Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 After watching teacher provided digital material 
about Pow Wows in Montana, the students will 
create and label a map of some activities during a 
Pow Wow. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Range of Writing # 10 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will choose one entry from their daily 

journal and develop it into a revised project. (ie. 

mystery, poem, humorous story, etc…) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Write routinely over shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 

purposes or audiences. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will choose one entry from their daily 
journal and develop it into a revised project. (ie. 
mystery, poem, humorous story, etc…)with teacher 
assistance. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Comprehension and Collaboration # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that 
preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to 
others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). 

c. Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link their 
comments to the remarks of others. 

d. Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Teacher provides students a list of 
questions prior to the discussion 
group. Teacher helps facilitate the 
discussion giving each student the 
opportunity to respond. Following 
the discussion, the teacher provides 
a self-assessment to each student 
asking: 1. What did I do to prepare? 
2. How did I contribute? 3. What did 
I learn? 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the student: 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts. 

a. Come to discussions having read required material. 
b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to 

others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). 
c. Ask questions of information presented and stay on topic. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and 
processes. 

 Teacher provides students a list of 
questions prior to the discussion 
group. Teacher helps facilitate the 
discussion giving each student the 
opportunity to respond. Following 
the discussion, the teacher provides 
a self-assessment to each student 
asking: 1. How did I contribute? 2. 
What did I learn? 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex ideas and 

processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Comprehension and Collaboration # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or 

information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, 

quantitatively, and orally. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 During a presentation students will demonstrate 

appropriate listening skills to build an understanding 

the topic. Students will then role play the main idea 

and supporting details of the presentation.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determine the main ideas or supporting details of a text read aloud or 

information presented. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 During a presentation students will demonstrate 
appropriate listening skills to build an understanding 
the topic. Students will then role play the main idea 
of the presentation. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Comprehension and Collaboration # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering 

appropriate elaboration and detail. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will ask appropriate questions to determine 

the identity of a hidden object. (Ex. A pumpkin in a 

box, a brownie in a bag, …) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will ask appropriate questions with teacher 
prompts to determine the identity of a hidden object. 
(Ex. A pumpkin in a box, a brownie in a bag, …) 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate 

facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable 

pace.  Include sources by and about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will create engaging audio recordings of 

stories or poems that demonstrate fluid reading at 

an understandable pace. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Report on a topic or tell a story using facts, details, and clear speaking.  Include 

sources by and about American Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will orally share stories or poems at their 
reading level that demonstrate fluid reading. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Create engaging audio recordings of stories or poems that demonstrate fluid 

reading at an understandable pace; add visual displays when appropriate to 

emphasize or enhance certain facts or details. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will create engaging audio recordings of 

stories or poems that demonstrate fluid reading at 

an understandable pace. 

 2.5   

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Create audio recordings of stories or poems that demonstrate fluid reading at 

an understandable pace 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will record or orally share stories or poems 
at their reading level that demonstrate fluid reading. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



250 
 

GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to 

provide requested detail or clarification. (See grade 3 Language standards 1 and 

3 for specific expectations.) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will introduce themselves through an “All 

About Me” presentation using complete sentences.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Speak in complete sentences when appropriate in order to provide clarification. 

(See grade 3 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.) 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will introduce themselves through an “All 
About Me” presentation using short phrase. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



251 
 

GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in 

general and their functions in particular sentences. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Make a poster depicting the definition, and a picture 

of each part of speech.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognize the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

a. Explain the function of two of the following: nouns, pronouns, 
verbs, adjectives, and adverbs  

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Make a poster using a picture for each part of speech. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



252 
 

GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

b. Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will complete a word sort activity using 

regular and irregular plural nouns.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognize the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

b. Form or use regular or irregular plural nouns. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will complete a word sort activity using 
regular and irregular plural nouns with a partner. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



253 
 

GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

c. Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will search printed material and highlight 

abstract nouns. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognize the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

c. Recognize abstract nouns (e.g., childhood). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will search printed material and highlight 
abstract nouns with a partner.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



254 
 

GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

d. Form and use regular and irregular verbs. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will play a game of Memory with regular 

and irregular verbs.   

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognize the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

d. Recognize regular or irregular verbs. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will play a game of Memory using regular 
and irregular verbs with a limited number of words.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



255 
 

GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

e. Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I will walk) verb tenses. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will write a postcard using all three verb 

tenses of two different verbs to describe an 

experience or event. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognize the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

e. Recognize the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I will walk) verb tenses. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will write a postcard using all three verb 
tenses to describe an experience or event. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



256 
 

GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

f. Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.* 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will write a letter to the principal telling 

him/her about their favorite activity at school using 

correct subject/verb agreement.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognize the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

f. With teacher assistance, ensure subject-verb or pronoun-antecedent 

agreement.* 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will write a letter to the principal telling 
him/her about their favorite activity at school. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 
  



257 
 

GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

g. Form and use comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs, and 

choose between them depending on what is to be modified. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will draw and label pictures showing the 

progression of adjectives. (i.e. fast, faster, fastest) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognize the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

g. Recognize comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will draw pictures showing the progression 
of adjectives. (i.e. fast, faster, fastest) 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 
  



258 
 

GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will: 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

h. Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will watch Grammar Rocks: Conjunction 

Junction and write two sentences using coordinating 

and subordinating conjunctions. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognize the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

         h.  Recognize coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will watch Grammar Rocks: Conjunction 
Junction and write one sentence using coordinating 
and subordinating conjunctions (with teacher 
assistance). 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



259 
 

GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

i. Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will identify simple, compound, and 

complex sentences. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognize the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

i. Recognize simple, compound, and complex sentences. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will identify simple and compound 
sentence. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



260 
 

GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Capitalize appropriate words in titles. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write a weekly letter to the teacher using correct 

capitalization. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognize the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

a. Recognize the words in a title that require capitalization.  

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Read a given passage and highlight words that require 
capitalization.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



261 
 

GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

b. Use commas in addresses. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will create an invitation to their parents for 

a special event at school. (i.e. open house, awards 

night, etc..) Students will accurately write the 

complete address and return address on an 

envelope, including punctuation. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognize the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

       b. Recognize proper place of commas in addresses. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will properly place missing commas in a 
teacher generated invitation to their parents for a 
special event at school. (i.e. open house, awards 
night, etc..). 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



262 
 

GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will: 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

c. Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will write a weekly letter to the teacher 

with some dialogue and using correct mechanics. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognize the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

c. Recognize proper location of commas and quotation marks in dialogue. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will properly place commas in a teacher 
generated letter. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



263 
 

GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing 

d. Form and use possessives. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will write a weekly letter to the teacher 

showing accurate usage of possessives. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognize the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing 

d. Recognize possessives. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will circle possessives in a teacher generated 
letter. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



264 
 

GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

e.Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other studied words and 

for adding suffixes to base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, cries, happiness). 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will write a weekly letter to the teacher 

with accurate spelling of high-frequency and other 

studied words, including suffixes. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognize the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

e. Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other studied 
words. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will write a weekly letter to the teacher with 
accurate spelling of teacher selected high-frequency 
and other studied words. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



265 
 

GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

f. Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g., word families, 
position-based spellings, syllable patterns, ending rules, 
meaningful word parts) in writing words. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will write a weekly letter to the teacher 

with accurate spelling of words with spelling 

patterns. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognize the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

f. Use spelling patters in writing words. 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will write a weekly letter to the teacher with 
accurate spelling of words with teacher selected 
spelling patterns. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



266 
 

GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

g. Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed 

to check and correct spellings. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Given a list of five words, students will use reference 

materials to check for correct spelling. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognize the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

g. Consult reference materials to check and correct spellings. 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a list of three words, students will use 
reference materials to check for correct spelling. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Knowledge of Language # 3  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

a. Choose words and phrases for effect. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will write a weekly letter to the teacher 

using appropriate words and phrases for effect. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognize knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

a. Choose words or phrases for effect. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will write a weekly letter to the teacher 
using appropriate words or phrases for effect. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Knowledge of Language # 3  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

b. Recognize and observe differences between the conventions of spoken 

and written standard English. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will compare a written passage to a video 

excerpt and identify two differences in the 

presentation. (i.e. Charlotte’s Web book to 

Charlotte’s Web movie) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognize knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

b. Recognize or observe differences between the conventions of spoken and 

written standard English. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will compare a written passage to a video 
excerpt and identify differences in the presentation. 
(i.e. Charlotte’s Web book to Charlotte’s Web movie) 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

a. Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will highlight unknown word(s) in 

sentences and use the context to provide the correct 

meaning of the highlighted words.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

The student will:  
Determine the meaning of unknown or multiple-meaning words and phrases. 

a. Use sentences as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Teacher will highlight unknown word(s) in sentences. 
The student will use the context to provide the 
correct meaning of the highlighted words. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

b. Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known affix is 

added to a known word (e.g., agreeable/disagreeable, 

comfortable/uncomfortable, care/careless, heat/preheat). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Teacher will provide a known affix and students will 

apply it to the root word and give an accurate 

definition.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determine the meaning of unknown or multiple-meaning words or phrases. 
b. Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known affix is 

added to a known word (e.g., agreeable/disagreeable, 

comfortable/uncomfortable, care/careless, heat/preheat). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Teacher will provide a known root word and affix and 
students will give an accurate definition. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

c.Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with 

the same root (e.g., company, companion). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Teacher will provide each student with a vocabulary 

card. Students will form a circle, reveal their cards, 

and locate other students with related vocabulary 

cards.  Students will discuss the definitions and share 

with the whole group.   

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determine the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases. 
c.Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with 

the same root (e.g., company, companion). 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Teacher will provide each student with a vocabulary 
card. Students will form a circle, reveal their cards, 
and locate other students with related vocabulary 
cards.  Students will discuss the definitions and share 
with the whole group.   

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

d.Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to 

determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will read a passage and highlight key words 

and phrases. Working with a partner, students will 

determine the precise meanings of highlighted 

words by using glossaries, dictionaries, etc..  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determine the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases. 
d.Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to 

determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will read a passage and highlight key words 
and phrases. Working with a partner, students will 
determine the precise meanings of highlighted words 
by using glossaries, dictionaries, etc.. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

a. Distinguish the literal and non-literal meanings of words and phrases in 

context (e.g., take steps). 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Teacher will provide a list of literal and non-literal 

words and students will write a letter to the teacher 

using correct context. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognize word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

a. Distinguish the literal and non-literal meanings of words and phrases in 

context (e.g., take steps). 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Teacher will provide a modified list of literal and non-
literal words and students will write a letter to the 
teacher using correct context. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

b. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe 

people who are friendly or helpful). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will write a letter to a partner about how 

they could welcome a new student to the class or 

the school. (i.e. How could you be helpful? Who is 

the friendliest?) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognize word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

b. Identify real-life connections between words or their use (e.g., describe 

people who are friendly or helpful). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With teacher assistance, students will write a letter to 
a partner about how they could welcome a new 
student to the class or the school. (i.e. How could you 
be helpful? Who is the friendliest?) 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

c. Distinguish shades of meaning among related words that describe states 

of mind or degrees of certainty (e.g., knew, believed, suspected, heard, 

wondered). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will brain-storm and create a class poster 

distinguishing shades of meaning among related 

words that describe varying degrees of certainty. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognize word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

c. Locate related words that describe states of mind or degrees of certainty 

(e.g., knew, believed, suspected, heard, wondered). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will create a class poster of distinguishing 
shades of meaning among related words that 
describe varying degrees of certainty from a teacher 
provided list. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: THIRD 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general 

academic, and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal 

spatial and temporal relationships (e.g., After dinner that night we went looking 

for them). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will present a book talk on a self selected 

book using correct domain specific words and 

phrases. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Use accurately grade-appropriate conversational or general academic words 

and phrases. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will present a book talk on a teacher 
selected book using teacher provided domain specific 
words and phrases. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDSFOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says 

explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Use the text to explain why Akiak is cautious 

when she approaches the check point. 

 Explain why Mick understands what Akiak means 

and trusts her as she runs back down the hill. 

 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Refers to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Give a simpler detail why Akiak is cautious when she 
approaches the check point. 

 With assistance explain why Mick understands what 
Akiak means and trusts her as she runs back down 
the hill. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; 

summarize the text.  Include texts by and about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

  In Chester Cricket’s Pigeon Ride, what details does 

the author include to create a feeling/theme of 

adventure or danger in a journey?  

 In Grandfather’s Journey, what details support the 

theme of homesickness while on a journey?  
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determines the theme of a story, drama or poem. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Recognize accurate use of the word “Theme”  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 3 

Montana Common Core  Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on 

specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a story structure map regarding a story 

read in class that includes characters, setting, 

events, etc.  

 Pick a character from a story and describe that 

character’s thoughts, words & actions using 

details from the story as support.  
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Gives a simple description of the characters, setting, plot and conclusion of a 

story. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Fill in a predesigned story structure map regarding a 
story read in class that includes characters, setting, 
events, themes, etc. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including those that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., 

Herculean). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 From the Titan Cronus, discuss the Greek word 

Chronos, as in chronic, chronicle, chronology, 

synchronize. 

 Discuss the differences between genres of myth, 

legends and tall tales. 

 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognizes words in a story or text that originate in the Greek and Latin 

languages. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a worksheet match Chronos based words with 
their meanings. 

 Given a list of words underline any Greek word parts. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the 

structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts 

of characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or 

speaking about a text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Explain the major differences between poetry, 

drama, and prose. 

 Begin a draft of a poem by brainstorming two 

sensory words for each of the five senses, making 

phrases with these words, arranging the phrases into 

stanzas.  

 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

States the definitions of poetry, prose and drama. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 As a group students clap out the rhythms within a 

published poem.  

 Identify how many stanzas are within a poem. 

 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



283 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are 

narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person narrations.  

Include works by and about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read aloud Captain’s Dog. Discuss how Seaman’s 

point of view of the Voyage of Discovery differs from 

Captain Lewis’s.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Defines first person and third person in terms of narrations. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Identify the first person character and third person 
character in Captain’s Dog. 

 Identify what pronouns would be used by first and 
third person characters. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



284 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral 

presentation of the text, identifying where each version reflects specific 

descriptions and directions in the text. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Discuss the connections between the written and 

visual versions of a tall tale, legend, myth, and/or 

short story. 

 List differences, similarities, and omissions between 

written and visual versions. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Cites differences between a written version and visual version of a story. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Fill in a Venn diagram comparing/contrasting various 
Cinderella stories. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 
 
 
 



285 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., 

opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, 

myths, and traditional literature from different cultures, including those by and 

about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using short stories and novels compare and contrast 

the theme good versus evil. (e.g. Harry Potter, The 

Lightning Thief) 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognizes the common theme of good vs. evil in literature. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 List several age appropriate popular movies; identify 
the major problem or conflict and its 
solutions/resolutions (typically good triumphing over 
evil).  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



286 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity # 10 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poetry, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with 

scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using an upper grade reading assignment students 

will explain story structure, or poetry structure 

within the piece. 

 Read a difficult book and write their own back page 

summary to share with the class. 

 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

By the end of the year, reads and comprehends literature in the grades 3.5-4 

text complexity. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Fill in a story structure map.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



287 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says 

explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After reading a summation of Lewis and Clark 

expedition students will create a timeline of events. 

 Explain why Lewis and Clark chose to leave in Camp 

Wood in spring. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Refers to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance create a timeline of events. 

 With assistance explain why Lewis and Clark chose to 
leave Camp Wood in spring. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
  



288 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key 

details; summarize the text. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After reading a chapter about Montana’s economy, 

explain the major job categories/ employers within 

our state. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determines the main idea of the text. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 List 2 or three job categories/ employers within our 
state. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



289 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or 

technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information 

in the text. Include texts by and about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write a summary of the “dancing raisins” science 

experiment using the scientific method format.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Summarizes a text in a list format. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a description of a science experiment label the 
parts of the scientific method in the experiment. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



290 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or 

phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topics or subject area. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Distinguish words used in different academic areas 

and explain their meanings. 

 Given a list of vocabulary words from Captain’s Dog 

determine which of the words were used by Lewis to 

study Botany. 

 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determines the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or 

phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topics or subject area. 

 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Make a list of words we use in science. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



291 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, and 

problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of 

a text. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Explain how a rock goes through the rock cycle. 

 Explain how energy has the ability to cause change 

using appropriate vocabulary and citing examples. 

 
 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Cites examples of chronological order of events and/or cause/effect 

relationships within the text. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Fill out a rock cycle diagram. 

 Fill out a chart showing how energy changes. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



292 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or 

topic, including those of American Indians; describe the differences in focus and 

the information provided. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a Venn diagram compare and contrast the 

different versions of the first American Thanksgiving. 

 Role play, from a Native American’s view point, the 

landing of Columbus in America. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognizes differing accounts/descriptions of the same event. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Fill out a “now and then” chart, comparing and 
contrasting the first American Thanksgiving with 
current day practices. 

 List positives and negatives of Columbus landing in 

America. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



293 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, 

graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) 

and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in 

which it appears. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Study the map of the Lewis and Clark’s journey and 

write a paragraph explaining how the map helps to 

understand the journey. 

 Explain why the author includes a picture of a map in 

the text. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognizes the use of visuals within a text. 

 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Use a text map to retell the story of Lewis and Clark’s 
journey. 

 Graph the results of a survey regarding the class’s 
favorite professional sports.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



294 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 8 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in 

a text.  

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Locate in a science text the evidence of erosion over 

time and explain the results. 

 

 Through various media sources, whole classroom 
discussions, students will reflect upon and then 
brainstorm technologies that have impacted or 
driven scientific discoveries.  
 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Locates, within the text, the use of reasons and evidence to support a particular 

point. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance locate in a science text the evidence 

of erosion over time and explain the results. 

 With assistance through various media sources, 
whole classroom discussions, students will reflect 
upon and then brainstorm technologies that have 
impacted or driven scientific discoveries.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 



295 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or 

speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Cite two sources of written/published information 

while researching a report on topic of choice. 

 Present an oral report on teacher assigned topic 

telling the class where they got their information. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognizes multiple sources of information regarding the same topic. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 From a list of possible sources on a given topic, 
choose two from which to gather information. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



296 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity # 10 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including 

history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4–5 text 

complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 

range. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using National Geographic’s series on Native 

Americans, students become experts on a tribe and 

present to the class information about the tribe’s 

homeland, customs, artwork and trade.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

By the end of year, reads and comprehends informational texts, including 

history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 3.5 – 4 text 

complexity. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance using National Geographic’s series on 
Native Americans, students become experts on a 
tribe and present to the class information about the 
tribe’s homeland, customs, artwork and trade. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



297 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION # 3 -Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

a. Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, 

syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read 

accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Demonstrate understanding by using a prefix and 

suffix matching game with many multisyllabic words. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

a. Uses combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication 

patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar 

multisyllabic words in context and out of context. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Complete a workbook page using root words. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 



298 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
FLUENCY # 4 - Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

a. Read on-level text with purpose and understanding. 

 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read aloud to the class with appropriate pace, tone, 

volume and intonation. Pausing at commas, stopping 

at periods, stressing bold printed words etc. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

a. Reads nearing on-level text with purpose and understanding. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Improve DIBELS score over time. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



299 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
FLUENCY # 4 - Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

b. Read on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, 

and expression on successive readings. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read poetry aloud to the class after practicing the 

selection several times. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

b. Reads nearing on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, 

appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings. 

 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Choral read poetry aloud with the class after 
practicing the selection several times. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 



300 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
FLUENCY # 4 - Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 

understanding, rereading as necessary. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Given a passage with omitted words students will fill 

in blank with appropriate word choice for meaning 

proficiently. (DAZE) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

c. Uses context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 

understanding, rereading as necessary. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Improve (DAZE) score over time. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



301 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of 

view with reasons and information. 

a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an 

organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to support the 

writer’s purpose. 

b. Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details. 

c. Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in 

order to, in addition). 

d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

    Write a paragraph about what you think of the 

Lewis and Clark Expedition including an introductory 

statement, reasons for the opinion, and a 

conclusion.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

a. Introduces a topic or text clearly, states an opinion, and creates an 

organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to support the 

writer’s purpose. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Complete a graphic organizer/list showing the 
positive results of the Lewis & Clark Expedition.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 
 In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 

taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include 
formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples related to the topic. 

c. Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for 
example, also, because). 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation 

presented. 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compose an essay describing and 

explaining the three categories of 

rocks and how they are formed, 

including topic sentence, 

headings, transition words, 

specialized words and their 

definitions, and a concluding 

statement or section. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the student  

a. Introduces a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include 

formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and 
processes. 

 Compose a paragraph describing 
one category of rock and how it is 
formed, using specialized words.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex ideas and 

processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



303 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 

taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

b. Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the 
responses of characters to situations. 

c. Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events. 
d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and 

events precisely. 
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compose a story with characters and 

narrators, setting and plot, thoughts and 

feelings.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as 

the student: 

Recognizes dialogue within a narrative and event sequencing such as introductions and 

conclusions.  
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 

ideas and processes. 

 Given a prewritten narrative, write an 
introductory sentence, a concluding sentence, 
and one example of dialogue.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for 

writing types are defined in Writing standards 1-3.) 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Over three weeks develop, organize, revise and edit 

a research report of an animal of their choice.  

Knowing the audience is the teacher, the final 

product will include a coversheet, a final typed draft, 

typed edited draft, hand written sloppy copy, and 

notes/ lists/ outline. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Participates in a research report practicing the writing process. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance, over three weeks, develop, organize, 
revise and edit a research report of an animal of their 
choice.  Knowing the audience is the teacher, the final 
product will include a coversheet, a final typed draft, 
typed edited draft, hand written sloppy copy, and 
notes/ lists/ outline 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



305 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions 

should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including 

grade 4.) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Over three weeks develop, organize, revise and edit 

a research report of an animal of their choice.  

Knowing the audience is the teacher, the final 

product will include a coversheet, a final typed draft, 

typed edited draft, hand written sloppy copy, and 

notes/ lists/ outline. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develops and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions 

should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including 

grade 4.) 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance, over three weeks develop, organize, 
revise and edit a research report of an animal of their 
choice.  Knowing the audience is the teacher, the final 
product will include a coversheet, a final typed draft, 
typed edited draft, hand written sloppy copy, and 
notes/ lists/ outline. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the 

Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate 

with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a 

minimum of one page in a single sitting. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Over three weeks develop, organize, revise and edit 

a research report of an animal of their choice.  

Knowing the audience is the teacher, the final 

product will include a coversheet, a final typed draft, 

typed edited draft, hand written sloppy copy, and 

notes/ lists/ outline. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

With some guidance and support from adults, uses technology, including the 

Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate 

with others; demonstrates sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a 

minimum of one page in a single sitting. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance, over three weeks develop, organize, 
revise and edit a research report of an animal of their 
choice.  Knowing the audience is the teacher, the final 
product will include a coversheet, a final typed draft, 
typed edited draft, hand written sloppy copy, and 
notes/ lists/ outline. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



307 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of 

different aspects of a topic.  Include topics and/or sources by and about 

American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After a trip to the Big Hole Battlefield and reading 

about the Nez Perce tribe, write a summary of the 

battle of the Big Hole. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Conducts short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of 

different aspects of a topic.  Include topics and/or sources by and about 

American Indians. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Describe what you learned on your trip to the Big 
Hole Battlefield.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 8 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information 

from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and 

provide a list of sources. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write a list of as many pieces of information they 

can remember from a Bill Nye video regarding a 

science topic. 

  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recalls relevant information from experiences or gathers relevant information 

from print and digital sources; takes notes and categorizes information, and 

provide a list of sources. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a list of questions prior to watching a Bill Nye 
video, answer questions during and after viewing.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a 

character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in 

the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions].”). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After reading an excerpt from Because of Winn Dixie, 

list 3 or more traits describing Opal, write a sentence 

describing how Opal and another character feel 

toward one another and write another sentence 

inferring something not directly stated in the story. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

a. Refers to the text to summarize and answer specific questions. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 After reading an excerpt from Because of Winn Dixie, 
write responses to questions regarding characters, 
setting, and events in the story.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



310 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research. 

b. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how 

an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

  After reading about Martin Luther King, Jr. list 3 or 

more traits describing MLK, write a sentence 

describing how MLK and another character feel 

toward one another and write another sentence 

inferring something not directly stated in the story. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

b. Refers to the text to summarize and answer specific questions. 
 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 After reading information about MLK, write 
responses to questions regarding characters, details 
and events in the story. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



311 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Range of Writing # 10 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 The student will keep a journal throughout the year. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Writes routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 The student will keep a journal throughout the year. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Comprehension and Collaboration # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on 
that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under 
discussion. 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 
c. Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make 

comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others. 
d. Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of 

the discussion. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Participate in Literature circles at 

various times throughout the year 

following protocol of points a, b, c, d. 

(possible resource: Reading, a Novel 

Approach, www.readwritethink.org)  

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student:  
Engages effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly. 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and 

processes. 

 Participate in Literature circles at 

various times throughout the year 

following protocol of points a, b, c, d. 

(possible resource: Reading, a Novel 

Approach, www.readwritethink.org)  

 
 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex ideas 

and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Comprehension and Collaboration # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse 

media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Cut out or draw pictures to show a particular event 

in a story. Write a caption to support it. Then read 

them aloud. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Paraphrases portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse 

media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Match captions with pictures to show a particular 
event in a story. Then read them aloud. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Comprehension and Collaboration # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular 

points. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After listening to a guest speaker students will list 

the main points of the speech giving reasons and 

evidence supporting it. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Identifies the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular 

points. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 After listening to a guest speaker students will list the 
main points of the speech with assistance giving 
reasons and evidence supporting it. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



315 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized 

manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support 

main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace.  Include sources 

by and about American Indians. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After some thought and note taking, students orally 

recount the most recent trip they have taken using 

descriptive details, chronological order and relevant 

information. 

  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Recounts an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and 

relevant, descriptive details. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Orally answer leading questions about a trip. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to 

enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After research and note taking, recount the flight of 

the Nez Perce as led by Chief Joseph, using 

descriptive details, chronological order and relevant 

information via a power point including graphics and 

narration.  

 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Adds audio recordings and/or visual displays to presentations when appropriate 

to enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a teacher made power point template add 
graphics and narration of the flight of the Nez Perce. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



317 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting 

ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group 

discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and situation. (See 

grade 4 Language standards 1 for specific expectations.) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Describe the difference between writing a letter to 

your grandma and texting a friend about the same 

topic. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Differentiates between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting 

ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With leading questions explain difference between 
writing a letter to your grandma and texting a friend 
about the same topic. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will: 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative 

adverbs (where, when, why). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write a mystery story using relative pronouns (who, 

whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs 

(where, when, why) correctly. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognizes use of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking.  

a. Uses relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative 

adverbs (where, when, why). 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a fill in the word worksheet a student will be 
able to choose the proper relative pronoun and 
adverb word bank. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



319 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

b. Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was walking; I am walking; I will be 

walking) verb tenses. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Apply accurate subject-verb agreement while 
writing and speaking.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognizes use of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

b. Forms and uses the progressive (e.g., I was walking; I am walking; I will be 

walking) verb tenses. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a matching worksheet a student will be able to 
accurately choose the correct subject-verb 
agreement. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



320 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

c. Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Give one example of a modal verb, one reason 

why they are special verbs, and one sentence 

using can/could, may/ might/must, shall/should, 

will/would. 

 

 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognizes use of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

c. Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Choose the correct modal verb in a worksheet. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



321 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

d. Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns 

(e.g., a small red bag rather than a red small bag). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Correctly order adjectives within a sentence. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Recognizes use of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

d. Orders adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns 

(e.g., a small red bag rather than a red small bag). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Choose the sentence in which adjectives are correctly 
ordered.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



322 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

e. Form and use prepositional phrases. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 List a dozen prepositions and create a half a dozen 

prepositional phrases. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognizes use of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

e. Forms and uses prepositional phrases. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a worksheet with a prepositional word bank 
select the correct prepositions to insert in sentences. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



323 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

f. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate 

fragments and run-ons. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Edit a preprinted paragraph correcting run-on and 

fragment sentences. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognizes use the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

f. Produces complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate 

fragments and run-ons. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a worksheet identify run-on and fragment 
sentences. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



324 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

g. Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).* 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 List as many homonyms and homophones as 

possible in a certain amount of time. Then choose 

two favorite pairs and write sentences 

demonstrating word meaning.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognizes of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

g. Correctly uses frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, 

their).* 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Choose two favorite pairs and demonstrate word 
meaning by acting them out. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Use correct capitalization. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write a short story (less than one page) using correct 

conventions including capitalization, commas, 

quotation marks and correct spelling. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

 

Recognizes use of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Uses correct capitalization. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Edit a predesigned worksheet containing convention 
errors. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



326 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

b. Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations 

from a text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write a short story (less than one page) using correct 

conventions including capitalization, commas, 

quotation marks and correct spelling. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognizes use of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

b. Uses commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations 

from a text. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Edit a predesigned worksheet containing convention 
errors. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



327 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

c. Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write a short story (less than one page) using correct 

conventions including capitalization, commas, 

quotation marks and correct spelling. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognizes use of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

c. Uses a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound 

sentence. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Edit a predesigned worksheet containing convention 
errors. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 



328 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

d. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write a short story (less than one page) using correct 

conventions including capitalization, commas, 

quotation marks and correct spelling. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognizes use of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

d. Spells grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as 

needed. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Edit a predesigned worksheet containing convention 
errors. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 



329 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Knowledge of Language # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

a. Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.* 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Use thesaurus to choose more precise wording. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  
Uses knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 
a. Chooses words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.* 

 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Brainstorm ideas for a word wall. 

  1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



330 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Knowledge of Language # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

b. Choose punctuation for effect.* 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Given a prewritten paragraph with no punctuation 

present, while teacher reads aloud with inflection, 

place correct punctuation. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Uses knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

b. Chooses punctuation for effect.* 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Complete a worksheet reviewing punctuation. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



331 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Knowledge of Language # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

c. Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., 

presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate 

(e.g., small-group discussion). 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write two sets of rules for a game, one to a 

published version of the rules and one to be 

verbalized to peers.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Uses knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

c. Differentiates between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., 

presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate 

(e.g., small-group discussion). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given two sets of rules for a game, choose which 
version could be a published version of the rules and 
which version could be one to be verbalized to peers. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to 

the meaning of a word or phrase. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Define unknown words using context clues in a cold 

passage.  

 Find and define unknown words in trade books using 

context clues. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  
Determines or clarifies the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word 
and phrases based on grade 3.5- 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

a. Uses context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue 

to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Identify missing words from sentences using “context 
clues.” 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 



333 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will: 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues 

to the meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a “vocabulary tree” with the Latin root aqua 

as the trunk, filling in as many branches as possible 

with everyday words containing aqua. (geo, port,) 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determines or clarifies the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases based on grade 3.5- 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

b. Uses common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as 

clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Complete fill in the blank sentences using a word 
bank containing Latin root words. 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), 

both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the 

precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Play a version of Balderdash using glossaries 

dictionaries and thesauruses. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  
Determines or clarifies the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word 
and phrases based on grade 3.5-4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

c. Consults reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), 

both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the 

precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With coaching play a version of Balderdash using 
glossaries dictionaries and thesauruses. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 

nuances in word meanings. 

a. Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a 

picture) in context. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a descriptive paragraph using one simile and 

one metaphor. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Demonstrates understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 

nuances in word meanings. 

a. Explains the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a 

picture) in context. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Draw an illustration of a simile or metaphor. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

b. Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and 

proverbs. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a descriptive paragraph using an idiom. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

b. Recognizes and explains the meaning of common idioms, adages, and 

proverbs. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Illustrate an idiom that you are familiar with. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

c. Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites 

(antonyms) and to words with similar but not identical meanings 

(synonyms). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write analogies using antonyms and synonyms. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: Demonstrates understanding of word relationships 

and nuances in word meanings. 

c. Demonstrates understanding of words by relating them to their opposites 

(antonyms) and to words with similar but not identical meanings 

(synonyms). 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Complete a matching worksheet with antonyms and 
synonyms. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



338 
 

GRADE: FOURTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, 

emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are 

basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when 

discussing animal preservation). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write an animal research paper that includes 

terminology such as wild versus domesticated, 

endangered, protected….. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Acquires and uses accurately nearing grade-appropriate general academic and 

domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, 

emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are 

basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when 

discussing animal preservation). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance write an animal research paper that 
includes terminology such as wild versus 
domesticated, endangered, protected….. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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English Language Arts & Literacy  
 

Fourth Grade Vocabulary 
 
 
 
 

adverb discussion organization root word 
antonym drama paragraph run-on sentence 
audience edit paraphrase script 
capitalization event phrase sensory 
categorize explanatory poetry sequence 
cause/effect fragment point of view setting 
character heading prefix  simile 
comma helping verb preposition source 
compare idiom problem/solution stanza 
compound illustration pronoun suffix 
conclusion inference pronunciation summarize 
conjunction informative proverb syllable 
context main idea Publish 

punctuation 
synonym 

contrast metaphor purpose text 
definition multiple meaning quotation theme 
details mythology revise topic sentence 
diagram narrative rhyme transition 
dialogue opinion rhythm verb tense 
   verse 

 

 

 

 

 



340 
 

English Language Arts & Literacy 

Fourth Grade Book List 

Smith, Roland. The Captain’s Dog  

Houghton Mifflin Reading Series, 2008 Edition 

Beech, Linda. 240 Vocabulary Words Kids Need to Know  

DiCamillo, Kate. Because of Winn-Dixie  

 

Grades 4–5 Text Exemplars from Montana OPI 

Stories 
Carroll, Lewis. Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland....................................................63 
Burnett, Frances Hodgson. The Secret Garden........................................................63 
Farley, Walter. The Black Stallion..............................................................................64 
Saint-Exupéry, Antoine de. The Little Prince.............................................................64 
Babbitt, Natalie. Tuck Everlasting.............................................................................. 64 
Singer, Isaac Bashevis. “Zlateh the Goat.”................................................................64 
Hamilton, Virginia. M. C. Higgins, the Great...............................................................64 
Erdrich, Louise. The Birchbark House.........................................................................65 
Curtis, Christopher Paul. Bud, Not Buddy...................................................................65 
Lin, Grace. Where the Mountain Meets the Moon....................................................66 
 
Poetry......................................................................................................................... 66 
Blake, William. “The Echoing Green.”.........................................................................66 
Lazarus, Emma. “The New Colossus.”........................................................................ 67 
Thayer, Ernest Lawrence. “Casey at the Bat.”............................................................ 67 
Dickinson, Emily. “A Bird Came Down the Walk.”....................................................68 
Sandburg, Carl. “Fog.”................................................................................................ 69 
Frost, Robert. “Dust of Snow.”..................................................................................... 69 
Dahl, Roald. “Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf.”..............................................69 
Nichols, Grace. “They Were My People.”................................................................ 69 
Mora, Pat. “Words Free As Confetti.”.........................................................................69 
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English Language Arts & Literacy 

Fourth Grade Book List (continued) 

Informational Texts...................................................................................................70 
Berger, Melvin. Discovering Mars: The Amazing Story of the Red Planet.......70 
Carlisle, Madelyn Wood. Let’s Investigate Marvelously Meaningful Maps........ 71 
Lauber, Patricia. Hurricanes: Earth’s Mightiest Storms............................................ 71 
Otfinoski, Steve. The Kid’s Guide to Money: Earning It,Saving It, Spending It, Growing It, Sharing It.. 71 
Wulffson, Don. Toys!: Amazing Stories Behind Some Great Inventions........... 71 
Schleichert, Elizabeth. “Good Pet, Bad Pet.”.............................................................. 71 
Kavash, E. Barrie. “Ancient Mound Builders.”............................................................. 71 
Koscielniak, Bruce. About Time: A First Look at Time and Clocks..................... 71 
Banting, Erinn. England the Land................................................................................... 72 
Hakim, Joy. A History of US.............................................................................................. 72 
Ruurs, Margriet. My Librarian Is a Camel: How Books Are Brought to Children Around the World.... 72 
Simon, Seymour. Horses.................................................................................................... 73 
Montgomery, Sy. Quest for the Tree Kangaroo: An Expedition to the Cloud Forest of New Guinea..... 73 
Simon, Seymour. Volcanoes............................................................................................. 74 
Nelson, Kadir. We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball............. 74 
Cutler, Nellie Gonzalez. “Kenya’s Long Dry Season.”.............................................. 74 
Hall, Leslie. “Seeing Eye to Eye.”.................................................................................... 74 
Ronan, Colin A. “Telescopes.”.......................................................................................... 75 
Buckmaster, Henrietta. “Underground Railroad.”..................................................... 76 
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Website resources 4th grade 

Story Structure Map and other graphic organizers: http://havefunteaching.com/worksheets/graphic-organizers/ 

Venn Diagram: http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/pdf/venn.pdf 

Poetry Rhythm Activity: http://pettyle.portfolio.swau.edu/category/fourth-grade-poetry-unit/ 

Captain’s Dog point of View: http://rolandsmith.com/curriculum/The_Captains_Dog/CD-PC%20Version.pdf 

The Journals of Lewis and Clark, Camp Wood: http://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/read/?_xmlsrc=lc.lavender.01.06.xml&_xslsrc=LCstyles.xsl 

Dancing Raisins Science experiment: http://weirdsciencekids.com/dancingraisins.html 

Rock Cycle Song: http://cmase.uark.edu/teacher/workshops/GEMS-lessons/Rock_Cycle_Song.pdf 

4th Grade Rock Cycle test and Quiz: http://www.learner.org/interactives/rockcycle/index.html 

Compare and contrast first American Thanksgiving: http://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-era/early-settlements/resources/first-thanksgiving-celebration 

Prefix/suffix/root word matching game: http://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/staff/boldtkatherine/readingfun3-6/readingfun_prefixessuffixesroots.htm 

Reading and Poetry Fluency: http://myweb.stedwards.edu/mikekb/ReadStrong/choralreading.html 

Literature Circles: http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/literature-circles-getting-started-19.html?tab=3 

Big Hole Battlefield: http://www.nps.gov/biho/index.htm 

Relative Pronouns Mystery Unit: www.d41.org/teachers/uploads/.../Unit_6_Clue_Seekers_(2).docx 

Persuasive writing/ modal auxiliaries lesson/power point: http://www.sharemylesson.com/teaching-resource/Persuade-the-Aliens-Modal-Verbs-50000665/ 

Knowledge of Language activities: http://www.sharemylesson.com/teaching-resource/Knowledge-about-Language-games-6008640/ 

English Worksheets: http://www.englishforeveryone.org/ 

Homophones and Homonyms resource: http://www.spellingcity.com/homophones-and-homonyms.html 

Context Clues game: http://www.lakeshorelearning.com/general_content/free_resources/teachers_corner/lesson_plans/contextClues.jsp 

Making inferences worksheets: http://havefunteaching.com/worksheets/reading-worksheets/inferences-worksheets/ 

Teacher resource: http://www.mentoringminds.com/ 

Vocabulary Tree Activity root words/ prefix/ suffix/ Latin/ Greek: http://dandelionsdragonflies.blogspot.com/2012/01/root-of-it-all.html 

Balderdash Vocabulary game: http://balderdash.askdefine.com/ 

Alliteration, Simile, Metaphor, and Idioms resource: 

http://www.internet4classrooms.com/grade_level_help/literature_simile_metaphor_language_arts_fourth_4th_grade.htm 

http://havefunteaching.com/worksheets/graphic-organizers/
http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/pdf/venn.pdf
http://pettyle.portfolio.swau.edu/category/fourth-grade-poetry-unit/
http://rolandsmith.com/curriculum/The_Captains_Dog/CD-PC%20Version.pdf
http://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/read/?_xmlsrc=lc.lavender.01.06.xml&_xslsrc=LCstyles.xsl
http://weirdsciencekids.com/dancingraisins.html
http://cmase.uark.edu/teacher/workshops/GEMS-lessons/Rock_Cycle_Song.pdf
http://www.learner.org/interactives/rockcycle/index.html
http://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-era/early-settlements/resources/first-thanksgiving-celebration
http://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/staff/boldtkatherine/readingfun3-6/readingfun_prefixessuffixesroots.htm
http://myweb.stedwards.edu/mikekb/ReadStrong/choralreading.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/literature-circles-getting-started-19.html?tab=3
http://www.nps.gov/biho/index.htm
http://www.d41.org/teachers/uploads/.../Unit_6_Clue_Seekers_(2).docx
http://www.sharemylesson.com/teaching-resource/Persuade-the-Aliens-Modal-Verbs-50000665/
http://www.sharemylesson.com/teaching-resource/Knowledge-about-Language-games-6008640/
http://www.englishforeveryone.org/
http://www.spellingcity.com/homophones-and-homonyms.html
http://www.lakeshorelearning.com/general_content/free_resources/teachers_corner/lesson_plans/contextClues.jsp
http://havefunteaching.com/worksheets/reading-worksheets/inferences-worksheets/
http://www.mentoringminds.com/
http://dandelionsdragonflies.blogspot.com/2012/01/root-of-it-all.html
http://balderdash.askdefine.com/
http://www.internet4classrooms.com/grade_level_help/literature_simile_metaphor_language_arts_fourth_4th_grade.htm
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GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDSFOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Give three specific examples from a text to show 

how characters behave like a real person. 

 When asked, students refer to specific page number 

to recall facts or inferences from a text. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Quotes from a text when explaining what the text says and when drawing 

inferences from the text. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Give two specific examples from a text to show how 

characters behave like a real person. 

 When asked, students refer to a section of a text to 

recall facts and inferences. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, 

including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the 

speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.  Include texts by 

and about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Describe the themes in a fictional story, such as A 

Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L'Engle, Include how 

the characters respond to challenges and summarize 

the text.   

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determines a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; 

summarizes the text.  Include texts by and about American Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Describe the themes in a fictional story, such as A 

Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L'Engle and 

summarize the text. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 3 

Montana Common Core  Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or 

drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a Venn diagram to compare and contrast 

characters, settings, or events from a story using 

specific details from the text. 

 Write about how one character in a story or drama act 

differently from others including specific details from 

the text. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Compares and contrasts two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or 

drama. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Create a Venn diagram to compare and contrast 

characters, settings, or events from a story. 

 Write about how one character in a story or drama act 

differently from others. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



347 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Given a metaphor or simile from a story or poem, 

explain their meaning as they are used in text. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determines the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given list of vocabulary, explain their meaning as 

they are used in text. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



348 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the 

overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Choose a poem and list the elements:  rhythm, 

pattern, and sensory details, repetition of words or 

phrases, and rhyming words. 

 Write the beginning, middle, and end of a story, 

play, or poem and tell why it is a story, drama, or 

poem. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Explains how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the 

overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem with prompting. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a graphic organizer, identify rhythm, pattern, 

and sensory details, repetition of words or phrases, 

and rhyming words in a poem. 

 Using a graphic organizer, identify beginning, middle, 

and end of a story, play, or poem and tell why it is a 

story, drama, or poem. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



349 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are 

described, including perspectives of American Indians. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read a first-person narrative and list examples of 

how the author changes the mood in the story. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Describes how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are 

described, including perspectives of American Indians, when prompted. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Read a first-person narrative and using a graphic 

organizer, give an example of how the author 

changes the mood in the story. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



350 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, 

or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, 

folktale, myth, poem). 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Look through a story, choose an illustration and list 

what is seen in the foreground, middle ground, and 

background. 

 Choose a poem and identify images described. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Analyzes how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, 

or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, 

folktale, myth, poem) with prompting. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Look through a story, choose an illustration and list 

what is seen in the foreground, and background. 

 Choose a poem and identify images described in a 

small group. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 
 
 



351 
 

 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries and adventure 

stories including traditional and contemporary stories by and about American 

Indians) on their approaches to similar themes and topics. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare and contrast two novels or short stories 

and list the major problem or conflict and its 

solutions/resolutions. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Compares and contrasts stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries and 

adventure stories including traditional and contemporary stories by and about 

American Indians) on their approaches to similar themes and topics with 

prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Compare and contrast two novels or short stories and 
list the major problem or conflict and its 
solutions/resolutions using a graphic organizer. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



352 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity # 10 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 4–5 text complexity band 

independently and proficiently. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Summarize a high end grade level text including the 

story elements of setting, characters, plot, conflict 

and resolution. 

 Describe what a high end grade level poem of choice 

means based on its context. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

By the end of the year, reads and partially comprehends literature, including 

stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 4–5 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Summarize a high end grade level text including some 
story elements. 

 Describe what a given high end grade level poem 
means. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



353 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Locate specific information in a textbook by using its 

organization and textual features, such as headers, 

diagrams, and charts. 

 Quote specific passages from an informational text 

when inferring an author’s purpose for writing. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Quotes from a text when explaining what the text says and when drawing 

inferences from the text. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Locate information in a textbook by using its 

organization and textual features, such as headers, 

diagrams, and charts. 

 Summarize specific passages from an informational 

text when inferring an author’s purpose for writing. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
  



354 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are 

supported by key details; summarize the text. 

  

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using graphic organizers, list two or more main ideas 

using specific details that summarize a topic. 

 Use note-taking strategies to collect main ideas and 

supporting details. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determines one or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are 

supported by key details; summarize the text. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using graphic organizers, list one or more main ideas 

using specific details that summarize a topic. 

 Use note-taking strategies to collect main ideas and 

supporting details using a graphic organizer. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



355 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, 

events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on 

specific information in the text. Include texts by and about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Design a museum exhibit diorama based on an 

investigation of two or more tribes during a period 

such as allotment or homesteading. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Explains the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, 

events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on 

specific information in the text with prompting. Include texts by and about 

American Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a graphic organizer, design a museum exhibit 

based on an investigation of two or more tribes 

during a period such as allotment or homesteading. 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



356 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After listening to a story when it is read aloud, use the 

knowledge and context of the story to understand a 

phrase and define unfamiliar words. 

 While reading a passage, choose at least five vocabulary 

words and determine their meaning. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determines the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area with prompting. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 After listening to a story when it is read aloud, use the 

knowledge and context of the story to understand a 

phrase and define unfamiliar words using a graphic 

organizer. 

 Using a graphic organizer while reading a passage, choose 

at least five vocabulary words and determine their 

meaning. 
 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



357 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, 

cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in 

two or more texts. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare the structure and content of two or more 

atlases. 

 Select two or more informational texts on the same 

topic and state which text they preferred based on 

its overall structure. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Compares and contrasts the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, 

cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas or information in two or more 

texts. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a graphic organizer, compare the structure 

and content of two or more atlases. 

 Select two or more informational texts on the same 

topic and compare their structure. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



358 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, including those of 

historical and contemporary American Indian events and topics, noting 

important similarities and differences in the point of view they represent. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Review several accounts of the Hellgate Treaty using 

primary sources.  Form a student-led panel to 

discuss the point of view of each source including 

similarities and differences. 

 Explore various accounts of WWII.  Create posters 

representing the point of view each account. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Analyzes multiple accounts of the same event or topic, including those of 

historical and contemporary American Indian events and topics, noting 

important similarities and differences. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Review several accounts of the Hellgate Treaty using 

primary sources.  Form a guided panel to discuss the 

point of view of each source including similarities 

and differences. 

 Given various accounts of WWII, create posters 

representing at least two accounts. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



359 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the 

ability to locate an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem 

efficiently. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Given a set of questions, have a contest using 

applicable sources to quickly find answers. 

 Students will use digital or print resources to solve 

a given problem within a specific time period. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Draws on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the 

ability to locate an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently 

with prompting. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a set of questions, have a contest using 

applicable sources to quickly find answers in small 

groups. 

 Use digital or print resources to solve a given 

problem within a specific time period using 

graphic organizers. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



360 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 8 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in 

a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which point(s). 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 List topic, main ideas and supporting details. 

 Locate and identify the structures of a text including 

headings, bolded or italicized words, captions, 

diagrams, maps, etc. which an author uses to 

support particular points in a text. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Explains how an author uses evidence to support particular points in a text, 

identifying which evidence support which point(s). 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Use an outline to list topic, main ideas and 

supporting details. 

 Use a graphic organizer locate and identify the 

structures of a text including headings, bolded or 

italicized words, captions, diagrams, maps, etc. 

which an author uses to support particular points in 

a text. 
 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



361 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or 

speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a brochure on a state citing three or more 

sources. 

 Write a biography on the study of a person using 

several texts and present the report. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Integrates information from at least two texts on the same topic in order to 

write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Create a brochure on a state citing at least two 

sources. 

 Write a biography on the study of a person using at 

least two texts. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



362 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity # 10 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including 

history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 

4–5 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Use a KWL chart to evaluate and summarize a high 

end grade level informational text independently. 

 Read a high end grade level informational text within 

a specific time frame and make a cartoon strip to 

illustrate the important details. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

By the end of the year, reads and comprehends informational texts, including 

history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 

4–5 text complexity band. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Use a KWL chart to summarize a high end grade level 

informational text in a small group. 

 Read a high end grade level informational text and 

make a cartoon strip to illustrate the important 

details. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



363 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
PHONICS AND WORD RECOGNITION # 3 -Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

a. Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, 

syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read 

accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Brainstorm a list of multisyllabic words; identify the 

prefix, root and suffix of each. 

 Use multisyllabic words to create and read aloud a 

short story. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

a. Uses combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, 

syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read 

accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context with 

prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a list of multisyllabic words, identify the prefix, 

root and suffix of each. 

 Given a set of multisyllabic words, create and read 

aloud a short story. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



364 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
FLUENCY # 4 - Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

a. Read on-level text with purpose and understanding. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read aloud and summarize a passage using fluency, 

expression and intonation. 

 Create graphic organizers to evaluate text. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

a. Reads on-level text with purpose. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Read aloud and summarize a passage using fluency 

and expression. 

 Use graphic organizers to evaluate text. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



365 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
FLUENCY # 4 - Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

b. Read on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, 

and expression on successive readings. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Select and practice an on-level poem to recite. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

b. Reads on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy and expression on 

successive readings. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Assign poems to groups to practice and recite. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



366 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
FLUENCY # 4 - Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 

understanding, rereading as necessary. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Complete a passage with omitted words.  

 Practice and perform a play or reader’s theater 

focusing on expression and fluency. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

c. Uses context to confirm or self-correct word recognition, rereading as 

necessary. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Complete a passage with omitted words using a 

word bank. 

 Practice and perform a play or reader’s theater. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



367 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will: 

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 
information. 

a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational 
structure in which ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 

b. Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details. 
c. Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., consequently, 

specifically). 
d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Individually write a restaurant review. Include 

an opinion with logically ordered reasons 

supported by facts and details linking the two 

with a concluding statement using points a, b, 

c and d. 

 Write a persuasive letter to the librarian 

requesting specific texts.  Plan the argument 

and outline reasons using points a, b, c and d. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: 

Writes opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons. 
a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational 

structure in which ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 
b. Provide logically ordered reasons. 
c. Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., consequently, 

specifically). 
d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and 
processes. 

 In a group write a restaurant review. Include 

an opinion with logically ordered reasons 

supported by facts and details linking the two 

with a concluding statement using points a, b, 

c and d. 

 Write a persuasive letter to the librarian 

requesting specific texts using points a, b, c 

and d.   

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex 

ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



368 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 

 
 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 
3.0 

The student will:  
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group related information 
logically; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples related to the topic. 

c. Link ideas within and across categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., in 
contrast, especially). 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented. 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Research Montana reservation facts 
including name, tribes, headquarters, 
population, significant natural 
resources, size of reservation, 
government structure, flag, and at 
least one significant historic fact.  
Write a report to include the facts 
using precise language and specific 
vocabulary linking ideas.  Include 
graphics, maps and photographs to 
develop the topic following the points 
a, b, c and d. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the student: 
Writes informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information. 

a. Introduce a topic, provide a general observation and focus, and group related information logically; 
include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples related to the topic. 

c. Link ideas within and across categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., in 
contrast, especially). 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented. 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and processes. 

 Research Montana reservation facts 
including name, tribes, headquarters, 
population, significant natural 
resources, size of reservation, 
government structure, flag, and at 
least one significant historic fact.  
Write a report to include the facts 
using precise language and specific 
vocabulary linking ideas following the 
points a, b, c and d. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex ideas and 
processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 



369 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 
3.0 

The student will:  

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; 
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop experiences 
and events or show the responses of characters to situations. 

c. Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and clauses to manage the sequence of events. 
d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events 

precisely. 
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write about a vacation and include 

descriptive details and clear event 

sequences using effective technique 

and following points a, b, c and d. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the student:  Writes 
narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using descriptive details and clear 
event sequences. 

a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; 
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

b. Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and clauses to manage the sequence of events. 
c. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events 

precisely. 
d. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a story frame for organization, 

write about a vacation and include 

descriptive details and clear event 

sequences following points a, b, c, and 

d. 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex ideas 
and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



370 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for 

writing types are defined in Writing standards 1-3.) 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Find and read a story about the Summer Olympics.  

Write a summary of what you read. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Produces writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 

defined in Writing standards 1-3.) 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Find and read a story about the Summer Olympics.  

List important details about what you read. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



371 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language 

standards 1-3 up to and including grade 5.) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Use a peer editing sheet in the revise and edit state 

of the writing process.  Include checks for 

introduction, concluding sentence, transition words, 

capitalization and punctuation. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, and rewriting. (Editing for 

conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to 

and including grade 5.) 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Use a peer editing sheet in the revise and edit state 

of the writing process.  Include checks for 

introduction, concluding sentence, capitalization and 

punctuation. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



372 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the 

Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate 

with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a 

minimum of two pages in a single sitting. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Type a two-page autobiographical essay and publish 

to a class website.  Using a program such as Google 

Docs, post editorial comments on a minimum of 

three peers’ essays. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

With some guidance and support from adults, uses technology, including the 

Internet, to produce and publish writing; demonstrates sufficient command of 

keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Type a two-page autobiographical essay and publish 

to a class website.   

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



373 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge 

through investigation of different aspects of a topic.  Include sources and/or 

topics by and about American Indians. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Use several sources to research Montana 

reservation facts and write a report including name, 

tribes, headquarters, population, significant natural 

resources, size of reservation, government structure, 

flag, including different aspects of a historical event.   

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Conducts short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge of 

a topic.  Include sources and/or topics by and about American Indians. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Use a minimum of two sources to research Montana 

reservation facts and write a report including name, 

tribes, headquarters, population, significant natural 

resources, size of reservation, government structure, 

flag, and at least one significant historic fact.   

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



374 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 8 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information 

from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes 

and finished work, and provide a list of sources. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Find several maps of the Bitterroot Valley using 

atlases, maps and on-line sites.  After analyzing 

them, independently create a list of the types of 

thematic maps that can be remembered and create 

from memory a geographical drawing of the valley. 

Cite sources. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recalls relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information 

from print and digital sources; summarizes or paraphrases information in notes 

and finished work, and provides a list of sources with prompting. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Find several maps of the Bitterroot Valley using 

atlases, maps and on-line sites.  After analyzing 

them, in small groups create a list of the types of 

thematic maps that can be remembered and create 

from memory a geographical drawing of the valley. 

Cite sources. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



375 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 
Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and 
contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or a 
drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., how characters 
interact]”). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After reading short biographies, newspaper articles, 

etc. create a Venn diagram to compare and contrast 

presidential candidates. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes 

as the student: 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research. 

a. Applies grade 5 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and 
contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or a 
drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., how characters 
interact]”) with prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 

ideas and processes. 

 After reading short biographies, newspaper articles, 

etc. use a Venn diagram to compare and contrast 

presidential candidates. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 



376 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 
Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research. 

b. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., 
“Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence 
support which point[s]”). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After reading an informational article, compose a 

report about the area of study and identify an 

author’s use of reasons and evidence to support 

particular points. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes 

as the student: 

Draws evidence from literary or informational texts to support reflection 

and research. 

b. Applies grade 5 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., 
“Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence 
support which point[s]”). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 

ideas and processes. 

 After reading an informational article, compose a 

paragraph about the area of study and identify an 

author’s use of reasons and evidence to support 

particular points. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 



377 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Range of Writing # 10 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 

and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for 

a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Respond to a prompt in a journal throughout the 

year.  Develop an entry into a revised project (i.e. 

narrative, persuasive or expository writing). 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Writes routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 

reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day 

or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences 

with prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Respond to a prompt in a journal throughout the 

year.  Develop an entry into a revised project (i.e. 

narrative, persuasive or expository writing) using a 

graphic organizer. 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



378 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Comprehension and Collaboration # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that 
preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 
c. Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to the discussion and 

elaborate on the remarks of others. 
d. Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of information and knowledge gained 

from the discussions. 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a student-led forum 

of inquiry and debate 

between students; 

collaborate real-world 

situations (i.e. presidential 

election) using points a, b, c, 

d. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the student:   

Engages effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that 
preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 
c. Respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to the discussion and elaborate on 

the remarks of others. 
d. Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of information and knowledge gained 

from the discussions. 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and processes. 

 Create a teacher-facilitated 

forum of inquiry and debate 

between students; 

collaborate real-world 

situations (i.e. Presidential 

election) using points a, b, c, 

d. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex ideas and 

processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



379 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Comprehension and Collaboration # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media 

and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After watching a video clip, create a graphic 

organizer to list the key points. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Summarizes a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse 

media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally with 

prompting. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 After watching a video clip, use a graphic organizer 

to list the key points. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



380 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Comprehension and Collaboration # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported 

by reasons and evidence. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Critically analyze a presentation by taking a stance 

on one of the main points.  Include evidence to 

verify the stance.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Summarizes the points a speaker makes and explains how each claim is 

supported by reasons and evidence with prompting. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Critically analyze a presentation by taking a stance 

on a given point.  Include evidence to verify the 

stance.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



381 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and 

using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas 

or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace.  Include sources by and 

about American Indians. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Choose a topic of interest and present orally with 

proper presentation technique using descriptive 

details and relevant facts to support the topic. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Reports on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and 

using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas 

or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace with prompting.  Include 

sources by and about American Indians. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a topic, present orally with proper 

presentation technique using descriptive details and 

relevant facts to support the topic. 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



382 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in 

presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or 

themes. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a commercial, record and publish individually. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Includes multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in 

presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or 

themes with prompting. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Create a commercial, record and publish in a small 
group. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



383 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when 

appropriate to task and situation. (See grade 5 Language standards 1 and 3 for 

specific expectations.) 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Provide students with situation cards and have 
them orally present to a variety of audiences 
regarding the same situation using complete 
sentences and formal English.  

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Adapts speech to a variety of contexts and tasks. (See grade 5 Language 

standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.) 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Provide students with situation cards and have 
them orally present to a variety of audiences 
regarding the same situation using a short phrase.  

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



384 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions, and 
interjections in general and their function in particular sentences. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write a paragraph using conjunctions, prepositions, 

and interjections. Color-code each within the 

paragraph.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Explain with prompting the function of conjunctions, prepositions, 

and interjections in general and their function in particular sentences. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a paragraph with conjunctions, prepositions, 

and interjections, color-code each within the 

paragraph.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



385 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

b. Form and use the perfect (e.g., I had walked; I have walked; I will 

have walked) verb tenses.  

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Peer edit and note perfect verb tenses in a writing. 

 Write a short paragraph in present tense.  Rewrite 

the paragraph in past tense and then in future tense.   

 Assign three areas for tenses, have students write 

and match sentence strips to appropriate tense area. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

b. Form and use the perfect (e.g., I had walked; I have walked; I will 

have walked) verb tenses with prompting.  

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Identify perfect verb tenses in a writing. 

 Write a short paragraph in present tense.  Rewrite 

the paragraph in past tense or in future tense.   

 Assign three areas for tenses, have students match 

sentence strips to appropriate tense area. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



386 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

c. Use verb tense to convey various times, sequences, states, and 

conditions. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Correctly insert verb tenses in given sentences. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

c. Use verb tense to convey various times, sequences, states, and 

conditions with prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Match a list of verb tenses to their corresponding 

sentence. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



387 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense.* 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Accurately identify incorrect tenses in a passage and 

correct.   

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense with 

prompting.* 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a list of correct verb tenses, identify incorrect 

tenses in a passage and correct.   

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



388 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

e. Use correlative conjunctions (e.g., either/or, neither/nor). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Cut up sentence strips omitting correlative 

conjunctions and pass out sentence parts to 

students. Students consistently reconstruct the 

sentences including correlative conjunctions 

independently.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

e. Use correlative conjunctions (e.g., either/or, neither/nor) with 

prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Cut up sentence strips omitting correlative 

conjunctions and pass out sentence parts to 

students. Students reconstruct the sentences 

including correlative conjunctions collaboratively. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 



389 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Use punctuation to separate items in a series. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Brainstorm a list of party items. Write a complete 

sentence containing items from the list with no 

punctuation errors.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Use punctuation to separate items in a series with prompting. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a list of party items in a sentence with 

commas omitted, students rewrite the sentence 

including correct punctuation.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



390 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

b. Use a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of 

the sentence. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write a paragraph with an introductory element 

using correct punctuation. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

b. Use a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of 

the sentence with prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given an unpunctuated paragraph with an 

introductory element, add correct punctuation. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



391 
 

GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

c. Use a comma to set off the words yes and no (e.g., Yes, thank you), 

to set off a tag question from the rest of the sentence (e.g., It’s true, 

isn’t it?), and to indicate direct address (e.g., Is that you, Steve?). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Demonstrates command of conventions by creating 

sentences containing yes and no words, tag 

questions and direct addresses utilizing correct 

punctuation. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing with prompting. 

c. Use a comma to set off the words yes and no (e.g., Yes, thank you), 

to set off a tag question from the rest of the sentence (e.g., It’s true, 

isn’t it?), and to indicate direct address (e.g., Is that you, Steve?) with 

prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Demonstrates command of the conventions by 
adding correct punctuation to given sentences 
containing yes and no words, tag questions and direct 
address sentences.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

d. Use underlining, quotation marks, or italics to indicate titles of 

works. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Independently can match various titles (i.e. songs, 

books, poems, magazines, etc.) to their correct 

convention in a game of Memory.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

d. Use underlining, quotation marks, or italics to indicate titles of 

works with prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With a small group can match various titles to their 
correct convention in a game of Memory.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

e. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Journal with consistent accuracy in spelling of 

grade-appropriate and studied words.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

e. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed 

with prompting. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a sentence with an omitted word and a set 
of misspelled and correct grade-appropriate and 
studied words, choose the correctly spelled word 
that best fits the sentence.  

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Knowledge of Language # 3  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will: 
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

a. Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, reader/listener 

interest, and style. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Fluently edit and revise various writing samples to 

elaborate and condense for meaning. Writing 

illustrates interest and style for the reader.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Uses knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

a. Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning and style. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Can edit and revise various writing samples to 
elaborate and condense for meaning.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Knowledge of Language # 3  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

b. Compare and contrast the varieties of English (e.g., dialects, registers) 

used in stories, dramas, or poems. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Discuss and identify differences between dialects 

and registers within various literature pieces 

independently.   

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Uses knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

b. Compare and contrast the varieties of English (e.g., dialects, registers) 

used in stories, dramas, or poems with prompting. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Identify differences between dialects and registers 
within various literature pieces in a small group.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) as a 
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Consistently use and can explain context clues to 

inference unfamiliar vocabulary within a text. Record 

meanings in a vocabulary journal or word wall 

independently.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of 

the 3.0 content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determines or clarifies the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word 
and phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) as a 
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase with prompting. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Use context clues to inference unfamiliar vocabulary 
within a text. Record meanings in a vocabulary journal or 
word wall in a small group.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will: 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues 
to the meaning of a word (e.g., photograph, photosynthesis). 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a word web with affixes and roots. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determines or clarifies the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word 
and phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues 
to the meaning of a word (e.g., photograph, photosynthesis) with 
prompting. 

 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Complete a word web with affixes and roots.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  

 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 
Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both 
print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the 
precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Use various reference materials to edit and revise 

composition papers. (i.e. thesauruses)  

 Look up unfamiliar vocabulary terms and correct 

pronunciation to determine precise meaning when reading 

subject matter. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes 
as the student:  
Determines or clarifies the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both 
print and digital, to determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and 
phrases with prompting. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 

ideas and processes. 

 Use reference materials to edit and revise a given 
composition paper with highlighted terms.  

 Look up unfamiliar vocabulary terms to determine precise 
meaning when reading subject matter.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 

nuances in word meanings. 

a. Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Analyze poetry to locate figurative language.  

 Write a metaphorical Haiku. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 

nuances in word meanings. 

a. Interpret figurative language in context with prompting. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Locate figurative language within a given poem. 

 Given examples, can identify metaphors in a Haiku. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

b. Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, 
and proverbs. 
 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Construct idiom-based greeting cards.  

 Deal out proverb, adage, and/or idiom cards.  

Students can recognize and explain meanings 

individually.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

b. Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, 
and proverbs with prompting. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given an idiom, students can construct a greeting 
card.  

 Deal out proverb, adage and/or idiom cards. Students 
can recognize and partially explain meanings in 
groups. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will: 

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

c. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonyms, 
antonyms, homographs) to better understand each of the words. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Individually brainstorm list of synonyms or antonyms 

to create a silly poster portraying one set of words. 

There is a definite connection between each set 

within the poster. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

c. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonyms, 
antonyms, homographs) to better understand each of the words with 
prompting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Brainstorm list of synonyms or antonyms to create a 
silly poster portraying one set of words. Students only 
use one part of the set or illustrate no connection 
between words.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: FIFTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and 

other logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, 

moreover, in addition). 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 When writing a composition, students include grade-

appropriate general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Acquires and uses accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and 

other logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, 

moreover, in addition) with prompting. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a list of grade-appropriate general academic 

and domain-specific words and phrases, write a 

composition.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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5th Booklist 

Book Title Contributors GLE Lexile  
AR 
Quiz 

A Star Is Born Myers, Walter 5.3 810L  

All Alone in the Universe Perkins, Lynne; Perkins, Lynne 5.4 720L Yes 

Breaking Through Jimenez, F. 5.5 750L Yes 

Broken Days Rinaldi, Ann 5.7 550  

Bud, Not Buddy Curtis, Christopher 5.2 950L Yes 

Call It Courage Sperry, Armstrong 5.8 830L Yes 

Chomp Hiaasen, Carl 5.2  Yes 

Crocodile Tears Horowitz, Anthony 5.4  Yes 

Dark Whispers Coville, Bruce 5.5 830L Yes 

Dicey&#39s Song Voigt, Cynthia 5.2 710L Yes 

Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them Rowling, J. 5.1 1230L Yes 

Flat Broke Paulsen, Gary 5.3 810L Yes 

Francie English, Karen 5.6 660L Yes 

Hana's Suitcase Levine, Karen 5.2 730L Yes 

How to Split the Atom 
Richardson, Hazel; Anderson, 
Scoular 5.2 900L Yes 

The Journal of Ben Uchida Denenberg, Barry 5.6 850L Yes 

Keeper of the Night Holt, Kimberly 5.8 690L Yes 

The Kneebone Boy Potter, Ellen 5.5 850L Yes 

The Legend of the Wandering King Garcia, Laura 5.9 900L Yes 

Lost and Found Tan, Shaun 5.6  Yes 

The Man Who Was Poe Avi, null 5.9 600L Yes 

Memories of Summer White, Ruth 5.1 680L Yes 

The Merlin Conspiracy Jones, Diana 5.4  Yes 

Milkweed Spinelli, Jerry 5.2 510L Yes 

Millicent Min: Girl Genius Yee, Lisa 5.5 800L Yes 

Monster Hunters Lorey, Dean 5.3  Yes 

My Louisiana Sky Holt, Kimberly 5.9 770L Yes 

News for Dogs Duncan, Lois 5.4 820L  

A Piece of Heaven Wyeth, Sharon 5.5 510L Yes 

Pray Hard Walker, Pamela 5.5 790L  

Rodzina Cushman, Karen 5.3 740L Yes 

Samir and Yonatan Carmi, Daniella 5.2 810L Yes 

The Shadows of Ghadames Stolz, Joelle 5.9 920L Yes 

Silent Thunder Pinkney, Andrea 5.8 880L Yes 

Small Steps Sachar, Louis 5.7 690L Yes 

Swear to Howdy Van Draanen, Wendelin 5.1 620L Yes 

The Boy Project Kinard, Kami 5.3 810L Yes 

The Two Princesses of Bamarre Levine, Gail; Mikaelsen, Ben 5.7 570L Yes 

The Underneath Appelt, Kathi; Small, David 5.4 830L Yes 

 

Montana School Library Websites 
http://opi.mt.gov/groups/mtl/wiki/40459/Montana_School_Library_Web_Sites.html 

Fourth Grade and Fifth Grade Common Core Suggested Reading List  
http://elementarytests.com/common-core-standards/common-core-suggested-reading-list/   

Information Literacy Teaching Resources 
http://opi.mt.gov/groups/mtl/wiki/022a9/Information_Literacy_Teaching_Resources.html 

  

http://opi.mt.gov/groups/mtl/wiki/40459/Montana_School_Library_Web_Sites.html
http://elementarytests.com/common-core-standards/common-core-suggested-reading-list/
http://opi.mt.gov/groups/mtl/wiki/022a9/Information_Literacy_Teaching_Resources.html
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Website resources-5th grade 
 

Pinterest is an online pinboard. Organize and share things you love 

http://pinterest.com/teaching4real/5th-grade-common-core/ 

Common Core Activities 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0Bw19GjZlyb-sVmlKNzg0Tm8tZDQ/edit?pli=1 

 

Common Core lesson-Main Idea 

http://www.teaching4real.com/2012/04/common-core-lesson-main-idea.html 

Common Core Teaching and Learning Strategies 

See Appendix A (Graphic Organizers and Attachments) 

http://www.isbe.net/common_core/pdf/ela-teach-strat-k-5.pdf 

Fun writing lesson plan based on common experiences 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/fifth-grade-language-arts 

 

Indian Education for All 

http://opi.mt.gov/programs/indianed/ 

 

Montana Office of Public Instruction on iTunes U  

(education-related information in a variety of downloadable formats) 

http://opi.mt.gov/Resources/iTunes/ 

 

IEFA Resource List 

http://opi.mt.gov/groups/mtl/wiki/0c194/IEFA_Resource_Lists.html 

CORE KNOWLEDGE LIBRARY GRADE 5 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/classroombooks/pdfs/Core_Knowledge_Gr5.pdf 

Utah Curriculum Resources-sample lesson plans 

http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/LPview.cgi?core=1103 

Writing Units 

http://21stcenturylit.org/index.php 

  

http://pinterest.com/teaching4real/5th-grade-common-core/
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0Bw19GjZlyb-sVmlKNzg0Tm8tZDQ/edit?pli=1
http://www.teaching4real.com/2012/04/common-core-lesson-main-idea.html
http://www.isbe.net/common_core/pdf/ela-teach-strat-k-5.pdf
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/fifth-grade-language-arts
http://opi.mt.gov/programs/indianed/
http://opi.mt.gov/Resources/iTunes/
http://opi.mt.gov/groups/mtl/wiki/0c194/IEFA_Resource_Lists.html
http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/classroombooks/pdfs/Core_Knowledge_Gr5.pdf
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/LPview.cgi?core=1103
http://21stcenturylit.org/index.php
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English and Language Arts & Literacy 
Fifth Grade Vocabulary 
    

    

adages homographs relationships/interactions  

American Indians idioms scenes  

analyze independent specific details  

antonyms inferences stanzas  

appropriate rate informational texts summarize  

cause/effect relationships integrate information syllabication patterns  

characters interjections synonym  

collaborate letter-sound correspondences theme  

comma literary texts tone  

command of the conventions main ideas verb tenses  

compare and contrast morphology-affixes, roots visual elements  

concept multimedia elements   

conjunctions multisyllabic words   

context narrator or speaker   

correlative conjunctions nuances   

decoding dialects, registers   

details/key details opinion   

domain-specific words & phrases paraphrase   

draw conclusions perspectives   

elaborate phrases   

engage effectively poetry   

engage effectively point of view   

events prepositions   

evidence proficient   

expand, combine, reduce 
sentences 

proverbs   

explain explicitly quote accurately   

expression reasons and evidence   

figurative language recall   

fluency reference materials   

genre reflect   
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Website: http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/docs/acre/standards/common-core-tools/glossary/ela.pdf 

 

 

 

 
  

http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/docs/acre/standards/common-core-tools/glossary/ela.pdf
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RAVALLI COUNTY CURRICULUM CONSORTIUM 

ALIGNED WITH 

MONTANA COMMON CORE 
SIXTH GRADE 

Standards for Reading Literature 

Standards for Reading Informational Text 

Standards for Writing 
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDSFOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 

as inferences drawn from the text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 

 Cite explicit textual evidence as well as draw 

inferences about the drake and the duck from 

Katherine Paterson’s  The Tale of the Mandarin 

Ducks to support your analysis of the perils of vanity. 

 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Cite explicit textual evidence about the drake and the 
duck from Katherine Paterson’s  The Tale of the 
Mandarin Ducks to support the analysis of the perils 
of vanity. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through 

particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions 

or judgments. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Determine the theme or central idea of a text and 

cite three evidences from the text which lead you to 

that conclusion.  Share the conclusion with a class 

member. 

 Write a summary of the theme as if it were to be 

posted to Twitter. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Determine the central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular 

details; provide a summary of the text. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Write an example from the text that 
demonstrates the central idea.   

 Write a summary of the central idea as if it were 
to be posted to Twitter. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 3 

Montana Common Core  Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes 

as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a 

resolution. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Construct a story map to track the plot of a text.  

Select one character from the text and write a 

journal entry for that character at intervals across 

the story map. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Show how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as 

well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a 

resolution. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Fill in the provided story map to track the plot of a 
text.  Select one character from the text and write a 
journal entry for that character at intervals across the 
story map. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific 

word choice on meaning and tone. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Use a collaborative bulletin board or poster to 

record words or phrases in a text revealing regional, 

cultural, or historical dialects. 

 Select a word or words which convey meaning and 

tone to the text.  Construct a defining spectrum of 

related or associated words to analyze the impact of 

the word choice on meaning and tone. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using the provided words, construct a defining 
spectrum of related or associated words. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall 

structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or 

plot. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Analyze how the opening stanza of Robert Frost’s 

“The Road Not Taken” structures the rhythm and 

meter for the poem and how the themes introduced 

by the speaker develop over the course of the text. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the 

overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, 

setting, or plot. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Represent the rhythm and meter pattern in Robert 
Frost’s “The Road Not Taken”.  Tell how this pattern 
relates to the theme. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in 

a text. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Explain how Sandra Cisneros’s choice of words 

develops the point of view of the young speaker in 

her story “Eleven.” 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Locate examples of how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or 

speaker in a text. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Give an example of how Sandra Cisneros’s choice of 
words develops the point of view of the young 
speaker in her story “Eleven.” 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to 

listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, including 

contrasting what they “see” and “hear” when reading the text to what they 

perceive when they listen or watch. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare and contrast the effect Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow’s poem “Paul Revere’s Ride” has on you 
to the effect you experience from a multimedia 
dramatization of the event presented in an 
interactive digital map 
(http://www.paulreverehouse.org/ride/) . Analyze the 
impact of different techniques employed that are 
unique to each medium. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to 

listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, including 

contrasting what they “see” and “hear” when reading the text to what they 

perceive when they listen or watch. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Compare and contrast the effect Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow’s poem “Paul Revere’s Ride” has on you to 
the effect you experience from a multimedia 
dramatization of the event presented in an 
interactive digital map 
(http://www.paulreverehouse.org/ride/) .   

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 

http://www.paulreverehouse.org/ride/
http://www.paulreverehouse.org/ride/
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and 

poems; historical novels and fantasy stories; traditional and contemporary 

stories by and about American Indians) in terms of their approaches to similar 

themes and topics. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 In an essay, compare and contrast the presentation of the 

theme of oppression and survival in multiple texts such as 

How a Young Brave Survived told by Adeline Mathias, 

1986, the novel Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred 

D. Taylor, The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, 

an American Slave, Written by Himself  by Frederick 

Douglass,  Freedom Walkers: The Story of the 

Montgomery Bus Boycott by Russell Freedman.   
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Compare and contrast two texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and 

poems; historical novels and fantasy stories; traditional and contemporary 

stories by and about American Indians) in terms of their approaches to similar 

themes and topics. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 In an essay, compare and contrast the presentation of 
the theme of oppression and survival in two of the 
above cited texts. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity # 10 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with 

scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Select and read a variety of texts at the appropriate 

Lexile level and complete at least three projects or 

presentations demonstrating comprehension. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with 

scaffolding as needed. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Select and read a variety of texts at the appropriate 
Lexile level and complete at two projects or 
presentations demonstrating comprehension. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 

as inferences drawn from the text. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Construct a T-chart for a selected informational text.  

In the left hand column list explicit information from 

the text.  In the right hand column record inferences 

drawn from each passage, sentence, or word. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly.  With 

assistance draw inferences from the text. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same as above. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular 

details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or 

judgments. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Design a book jacket for a nonfiction text.  Include a 

concise factual summary of the text with details.  

Also include your opinion of the text in quote form 

as a review. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

With assistance, determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed 

through particular details; provide a summary of the text. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same as above. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, 

and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Analyze how the early years of Harriet Tubman (as 

related by author Ann Petry) contributed to her later 

becoming a conductor in the Underground Railroad. 

How does the author introduce, illustrate, and 

elaborate upon the events in Tubman’s life? 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Restate how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and 

elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Discuss how the author introduces, illustrates, and 
elaborates upon the events in Tubman’s life? 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Rewrite a passage from the text from another 

perspective with characterization conveyed by 

dialect or diction.  For instance, write as if the author 

was a four-year-old, a dog, or a fictional character. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
With assistance, determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used 

in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same as above. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



422 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the 

overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Identify the main idea(s) of the text “Blood, Toil, 
Tears and Sweat: Address to Parliament on May 
13th, 1940” by Winston Churchill.  Use 
highlighters to mark key elements of the text to 
support or develop the main idea(s).  Write a 
paragraph analyzing how key elements support or 
develop the main idea. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Identify how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the 

overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Identify the main idea(s) of the text “Blood, Toil, 
Tears and Sweat: Address to Parliament on May 13th, 
1940” by Winston Churchill.  Use highlighters to mark 
key elements of the text to support or develop the 
main idea(s). 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is 

conveyed in the text.  Include texts by and about American Indians. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Examine the given selection of informational texts. 

Sort the texts into different categories according to 

author’s purpose and name each category.  Be ready 

to explain or justify each categorization to the class. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Classify an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is 

conveyed in the text.  Include texts by and about American Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Examine the given selection of informational texts.  
With the authors’ purposes identified, sort texts into 
appropriate categories. Be ready to explain or justify 
each categorization to the class. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a 

topic or issue. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 With a partner, collect information including graphs, 

photographs, websites, magazine articles, or 

newspaper articles about a science topic.  Organize 

your information into a coherent oral presentation 

of 5-7 minutes. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Locate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a 

topic or issue. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With a partner, collect information from two sources 
(graphs, photographs, websites, magazine articles, or 
newspaper articles) about a science topic.  Organize 
your information into a coherent oral presentation of 
less than 5 minutes. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



425 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 8 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing 

claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not.  

Include texts by and about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read the attached passage.  Restate the argument of 

the text.  List the claims made in the passage in two 

columns separating claims supported by reasons and 

evidence from claims that are not.  Determine 

whether the author supports his or her argument 

and present your findings to the class.   
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Trace the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are 

supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not.  Include texts by 

and about American Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Read the attached passage.  Restate the argument of 
the text.  List the claims made in the passage in two 
columns separating claims supported by reasons and 
evidence from claims that are not.   

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



426 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with that of another 

(e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same person).  Include texts 

by and about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read selected texts on the same event such as the 

voyages of Columbus as told from a European and a 

native perspective.  Construct a Venn diagram to 

compare and contrast the similarities and 

differences of the two texts. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

With assistance, compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with 

that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same person).  

Include texts by and about American Indians. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same as above. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



427 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity # 10 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 

6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high 

end of the range. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Select and read a variety of informational texts at 

the appropriate Lexile level.  Complete a research 

project of at least three pages in length. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 

6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Select and read  informational texts at the 
appropriate Lexile level.  Complete a research project 
of less than three pages in length. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



428 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

a. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly. 
b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources, including 

oral sources, and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons. 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Select a topic related to a 
controversy, a problem, or concern 
in our community.  Write a 
persuasive letter addressed to 
others who may be able to assist in 
resolving the issue. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

The student will: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence in 

three of the following areas.  

a. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly. 
b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources, including 

oral sources, and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons. 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and 

processes. 

 Same as above. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex ideas 

and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



429 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
a. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, 

classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 
charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples. 

c. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.  
d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or explanation presented. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Generate questions you would like to 
answer about a historical figure. 
Complete research to answer those 
questions. Use a graphic organizer 
(http://www.greatsource.com/iwrite/stu
dents/s_expos_graph_org.html) to 
organize the information.  Write an 
informative report with relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, 
or other information and examples. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

The student will: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content in four of the following areas. 
a. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, 

comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
c. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.  
d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or explanation presented. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and processes. 

 Same as above. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex ideas 

and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



430 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 
a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or 

characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, 

events, and/or characters. 
c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts 

from one time frame or setting to another. 
d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey 

experiences and events. 
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Examine prints of assorted portraits or 
magazine pictures of people and select 
one that interests you.  Write a 
narrative from the point of view of one 
of the characters in the image, sharing 
the character's thoughts and feelings, 
describing the events that led up to the 
picture, or imagining the events that 
followed. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

The student will: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant 
descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences in three of the following areas. 
a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event 

sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 
c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or 

setting to another. 
d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey experiences and events. 
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and processes. 

 Same as 
above. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex ideas 

and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



431 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.(Grade-specific 

expectations for writing types are defined in Writing standards 1-3.) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write a letter of advice to the fifth grade class about 

how to be a successful sixth grader. 

 Write a speech persuading your parents to allow you 

a special privilege. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.(Grade-specific 

expectations for writing types are defined in Writing standards 1-3.) 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance, write a letter of advice to the fifth 

grade class about how to be a successful sixth 

grader. 

 With assistance, write a speech persuading your 
parents to allow you a special privilege. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



432 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 

strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 

a new approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of 

Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 6.) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Select a writing assignment from earlier in the school 

year.  Meet with classmates as assigned to edit and 

review the assignment.  Incorporate corrections and 

suggestions from your teacher, your classmates, and 

at least one other adult to rewrite the assignment. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

With extensive guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 

strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 

a new approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of 

Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 6.) 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same as above. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



433 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as 

to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of 

keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write a narrative of your last vacation including 

video, music, and photos as appropriate and publish 

to google.docs or a similar venue so that classmates 

may comment on your story.  Post comments to at 

least three classmates’ narratives. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as 

to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of 

keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same as above, with assistance. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



434 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several 

sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate.  Include sources and/or 

topics by and about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write a short play about a Montana historical figure 

or event. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several 

sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate.  Include sources and/or 

topics by and about American Indians. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With a partner, write a short play about a Montana 
historical figure or event. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



435 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 8 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Gather relevant information from multiple oral, print and digital sources; assess 

the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions 

of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic 

information for sources. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write a short biography of your favorite author 

drawing from multiple sources.  Assess the 

credibility of each source used.  Use quotes and 

paraphrasing from the sources.  Cite sources used in 

a basic bibliography. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Gather relevant information from limited sources; and assess the credibility of 

each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others; and 

provide basic bibliographic information for sources. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same as above, with assistance in gathering and 
assessing sources, selecting quotes, paraphrasing, or 
constructing a bibliography. 

 
 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



436 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

a. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast texts 

in different forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy 

stories] in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics”). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Construct a Venn diagram to compare two 

pieces of literature with a similar theme.  Write 

an essay to compare and contrast the two 

texts.  Quote from each text to support the 

comparison. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Locate evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

and/or research. 

a. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast texts 

in different forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy 

stories] in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics”). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 

ideas and processes. 

 Same as above, with assistance. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



437 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research. 

b. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and 

evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims 

that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not”). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Select a magazine article discussing a recent 

scientific finding or theory.  Use evidence from the 

article to write a summary and analysis of the article. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Locate evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and/or research. 

b. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and 

evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims 

that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not”). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a selected magazine article, use evidence from 
the article to write a summary. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



438 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Range of Writing # 10 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Keep a daily journal for the semester.  Entries should 

demonstrate research, reflection, and revision.  

Include free writes, writing to a prompt, and writing 

for a purpose. 

 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Keep a daily journal for the semester.  Entries may 

include research, reflection, and revision.  Include 

free writes, writing to a prompt, and writing for a 

purpose. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Comprehension and Collaboration # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation 

by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 
b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to 

the topic, text, or issue under discussion. 
d. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection 

and paraphrasing. 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Form two teams and 

debate a current event 

topic following the rules 

for a Lincoln-Douglas 

debate.  Develop both 

negative and affirmative 

cases supported by 

details from your 

research. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

The student will: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly, using three of the five following points. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation 

by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 
b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to 

the topic, text, or issue under discussion. 
d. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection 
and paraphrasing. However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas 
and processes. 

 Form two teams and 
debate a current event 
topic following the rules 
for a Lincoln-Douglas 
debate.  Develop a 
negative or affirmative 
cases supported by 
details from your 
research. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 



440 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Comprehension and Collaboration # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue 

under study. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Present information from three different sources on 

a current events issue.  At the end of the 

presentation tell the audience which medium most 

effectively presents the event. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Describe information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, and orally) and list ways it contributes to a topic, text, or issue 

under study. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Keep a chart of how the information was presented 
and write how that helps your understanding. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



441 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Comprehension and Collaboration # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that 

are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using the provided persuasive speech, write a five-

paragraph essay in which the body is dedicated to 

distinguishing claims supported by evidence from 

ones which are not. 

 Keep a T chart during a speech, writing claims on the 

left with reasons and evidence that support the 

claim on the right. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
List a speaker’s argument and specific claims. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 During the speech, list the main arguments the 
speaker makes.  Are there any proofs to back up their 
claims? 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



442 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent 

descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use 

appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Present a speech to the class in which you clearly 

identify a main idea or theme and thoroughly 

support it.  Topics could be ones such as a local 

controversial topic, family history, or hobby. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Present claims and findings, but may lack logical or sequential order,  use weak 

descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes or include 

extraneous information; may not use appropriate eye contact, adequate 

volume, and clear pronunciation 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



443 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and 

visual displays in presentations to clarify information. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 In conjunction with SL4, use at least two multimedia 

components to accentuate the speech. 

 Using the Smartboard or other venue, present your 

findings to a question of your choice. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Include images, music, or sound and visual displays in presentations to clarify 

information. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance use at least two multimedia 
components with a speech. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



444 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of 

formal English when indicated or appropriate.(See grade 6 Language standards 

1 and 3 for specific expectations.) 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Act out the scenarios drawn from a collection 

created by the teacher from three categories: 

informal, semi-formal, and formal.  Create a short 

script based on the scenarios. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

 

The student will:  

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of 

formal English when indicated or appropriate.(See grade 6 Language standards 

1 and 3 for specific expectations.) 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance, act out the scenarios drawn from a 
collection created by the teacher from three 
categories: informal, semi-formal, and formal.  Create 
a short script based on the scenarios. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



445 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

a. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, and 

possessive). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read the sentences presented by the teacher.  

Using the provided flashcards with a pronoun 

on each side, fill in the blanks with the proper 

case (subjective, objective, or possessive). 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

The student will: 

 

When prompter, recall the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

a. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, and 

possessive). 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 

ideas and processes. 

Singular 

Person Subject Object Possessive 

1st I me mine 

2nd you you yours 

3rd he/she/it him/her/it his/hers 

Plural 

Person Subject Object Possessive 

1st we us ours 

2nd you you yours 

3rd they them theirs 

 Student will be able to fill in this chart. 
 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 



446 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

b. Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read the sentences presented by the teacher.  Using 

the provided flashcards with a pronoun on each side, 

fill in the blanks with the proper intensive pronoun. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will: 

 

Recall conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 

b. Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 

 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

myself 

yourself 

himself/herself/itself 

Plural 

Intensive  

Reflexive 

ourselves 

yourselves 

themselves 

 Fill in this worksheet. 
 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



447 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

c. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and 

person.* 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Given a paragraph, students (as a group) correct 

inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will: 

 

Recall of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing 

or speaking. 

c. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and 

person.* 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance student will correct inappropriate 
shifts in pronoun number and person. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 



448 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

c. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and 

person.* 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using a selection from classroom work, the teacher 

replaces all nouns with pronouns.  Students rewrite 

the selection to clarify unclear or ambiguous 

references. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will: 

 

Recall of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing 

or speaking. 

c. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and 

person.* 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance replace all nouns with pronouns.  
Student will rewrite the selection to clarify unclear or 
ambiguous references. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 



449 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

e. Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others’ writing 

and speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve expression in 

conventional language.* 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using 6+1 Traits self-edit and peer edit an 

expository essay for organization, voice, and 

conventions. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

The student will: 

Recall of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 

e. Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others’ writing 

and speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve expression in 

conventional language.* 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance use the 6+1 Traits to self-edit and 
peer edit an expository essay for organization, 
voice, and conventions 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 



450 
 

 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off 

nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.* 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Line up with provided sentence/clause cards and 

determine what is necessary to complete or clarify 

the meaning of the sentence (s).  Place yourselves in 

the sentence as commas, parentheses, or dashes to 

indicate the placement of the nonessential 

elements. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Recall of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

a. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off 

nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.* 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance line up with provided 
sentence/clause cards and determine what is 
necessary to the meaning of the sentence (s).  Place 
yourselves in the sentence as commas, parentheses, 
or dashes to indicate the placement of the 
nonessential elements. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



451 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

b. Spell correctly. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Determine whether the word on the provided puzzle 

piece is spelled correctly or incorrectly. Find the 

classmate who has the correct or incorrect spelling 

of the same word. 

 In a paragraph with ten spelling errors, correct each 

one. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

 

The student will:  

Recall standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

b. Spell correctly. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance spell weekly spelling words correctly. 

 In a paragraph with ten spelling errors identified, 
correct each one. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 
  



452 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Knowledge of Language # 3  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 

a. Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.* 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

  Listen to the teacher  read aloud a paragraph from 

the text with the sentences out of order.  You will 

reorganize the sentences using context clues and 

knowledge of the base text. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Recall knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 

a. Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.* 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using four sentence strips, put them in the correct 
order. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



453 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Knowledge of Language # 3  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

b. Maintain consistency in style and tone.* 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Listen to the teacher read from a variety of 

children’s books as one literary piece.  Discuss and 

determine which sections go with which book based 

on the style and tone of each piece. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Recall knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 
b. Maintain consistency in style and tone.* 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance, look at the variety of sentence strips 
from three stories.  Determine which strips go with 
the different stories. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
  



454 
 

GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s 

position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 

phrase. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Use notecards to write a sentence and the definition 

of a target word on one side, and then use a 

dictionary to write the actual definition on the back 

side. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Recall the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and phrases based 
on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s 

position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 

phrase. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 With assistance write a sentence and the definition of 
the target word on one side; use a dictionary to write 
the actual definition on the back side. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues 

to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using word groups decode the meaning of words in 

sentences and make a prediction about the meaning 

of the words and what they have in common.  Check 

sources for accuracy and present findings to the 

class. 

 Using the selected five Greek/Latin roots, write 

down as many English words as you can that have 

the root in it.  Now try to determine the meaning of 

the root.  Write the meaning next to the root. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Recall the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and phrases based 
on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues 

to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Write the Greek/Latin root and English word.  Look 
up the definition in a dictionary and write it down.  
Predict the meaning of the root. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), 

both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Use dictionary.com and print a 20 unknown word 

dictionary. Create a short podcast to explain the 20 

words.  Use each word in a sentence that accurately 

conveys its meaning. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Recall the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and phrases based 
on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), 

both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a dictionary or dictionary.com, define the 20 
words on your sheet. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), 

both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

 

 Create a three-column chart labeled: “Word,” “My 

Definition,” and “Dictionary Definition.”  Use the 

chart to decode word meanings in a given passage of 

text. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Recall the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and phrases based 
on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), 

both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With a partner, create a three-column chart labeled: 
“Word,” “My Definition,” and “Dictionary Definition.”  
Use the chart to decode word meanings in a given 
passage of text. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 

nuances in word meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using Robert Frost’s “Stopping by Woods on a 

Snowy Evening”, create a poster depicting a line of 

the poem in literal and figurative forms. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Describe understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances 

in word meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Find two figures of speech in the enclosed text. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

b. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, 

part/whole, item/category) to better understand each of the words. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students create living storyboards (tableau) 

depicting a pair of words and their relationship to 

one another. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Name word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

b. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, 

part/whole, item/category) to better understand each of the words. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 With assistance, create a storyboard depicting a pair 
of words and their relationship to one another. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar 

denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful, 

thrifty). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a comparison spectrum chart of the given 

words in order of the strength associated with the 

given word. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Relate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar 

denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful, 

thrifty). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a partially completed comparison spectrum 
chart, fill in the remaining words. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

d. Recognize the influence time, culture, gender and social relationships 

have upon word meaning. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Make a chart with ten slang words.  Include the 

original definition and a current synonym.  Research 

when the slang term came into common usage. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Explain word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

d. Recognize the influence time, culture, gender and social relationships 

have upon word meaning. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance, make a T chart with ten slang words 
with their original definition opposite.  Research 
when the slang term came into current meaning. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SIXTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a 

word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Maintain a vocabulary log in which you write 

important/significant vocabulary and terms from a 

text and come up with mnemonic devices to 

remember each term.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a 

word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance, maintain a vocabulary log in which 
you write important/significant vocabulary and terms 
from a text and come up with mnemonic devices to 
remember each term. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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6th -8th Common Vocabulary List 
in-text citation parenthetical information inference 

MLA format 

explicit vs. implicit 

thesis statement 

essay structure 

theme 

protagonist/antagonist  
major/minor 

plot diagram 

connotative/denotative  
· figurative 

· informal/formal 
tension flashbacks parallel plots pacing 

plot structure 

compare/contrast  
cultural elements 

point of view 

figurative 

· connotative 

rhetoric devices  
organization 

repetition 

sentence arrangement 
transitions as conjunctive adverbs 

· point of view 

· aim, 
subject,  
audience,  
medium 
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6th- 8th Resources: 
Common Core 

OPI Common Core Appendices Web site with Grades 6-8 exemplars  
http://opi.mt.gov/Curriculum/MontCAS/GetReady.php#gpm1_3  
 

http://www.corestandards.org/resources 

http://commoncore.org/maps/ 

  

Writing 
http://www.writingfix.com  

http://www.dianahacker.com/instructor.html 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ 

  

 

Media 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/common-core-standards/id439424555?mt=8 

http://www.tewtjournal.org/ 

http://www.tewtjournal.org/VOL%2010/ISSUE%201/on_the_web.pdf 
 
Strunk and White’s Elements of Style 
 
Daily Oral Language exercises 
http://www.englishcompanion.com 
 
AP help 
AP Language and Composition exam home page 
 
SAT and ACT information 
http://sat.collegeboard.org/home 
http://www.actstudent.org/ 
 
homework helpers! 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/ 
http://www.grammarbook.com/ 
 
 

http://opi.mt.gov/Curriculum/MontCAS/GetReady.php#gpm1_3
http://www.corestandards.org/resources
http://commoncore.org/maps/
http://www.writingfix.com/
http://www.dianahacker.com/instructor.html
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/common-core-standards/id439424555?mt=8
http://www.tewtjournal.org/
http://www.tewtjournal.org/VOL%2010/ISSUE%201/on_the_web.pdf
http://www.englishcompanion.com/
http://sat.collegeboard.org/home
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/http:/owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/
http://www.grammarbook.com/
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6th- 8th Resources (cont.): 
Literary terms 
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms.html 

 
American author lit canon 
http://www.readliterature.com/american.htm 
 
Reading resources 
http://www.pagebypagebooks.com/ 
http://www.learningtechniques.com/speedreadingtips.html 
http://www.classicreader.com/browse/3/title/ 
 
Writing resources/ idea generators 
http://dictionary.reference.com/writing/ 
http://www.enhancemywriting.com/ 
http://www.writefix.com/argument/topics.htm 
 
Online Resources 
Vocabahead.com – Vocab videos 
Paperrater.com – Checks writing for students and plagiarism for teachers 
http://www.grammarbook.com/english_rules.asp - Grammar rules 
dictionary.com 
smartaboutcollege.org – SAT prep site 
collegeboard.org – ACT prep site 
voicethread.com – online discussions 
http://mtcis.intocareers.org – Career interest surveys, resume builders, college information 
http://thewritesource.com/writing_topics/#inc – Writing prompts 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/ - Citing sources 
http://www.englishcompanion.com – Academic vocabulary lists & teaching ideas 
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/English_Language_Arts/ela_assessment_tools.shtml - sample 
 
Rubrics 
http://www.fcrr.org Florida Center for Reading Research 
http://www.sharemylesson.com  
 
 

http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms.html
http://www.readliterature.com/american.htm
http://www.pagebypagebooks.com/
http://www.learningtechniques.com/speedreadingtips.html
http://www.classicreader.com/browse/3/title/
http://dictionary.reference.com/writing/
http://www.enhancemywriting.com/
http://www.writefix.com/argument/topics.htm
http://www.grammarbook.com/english_rules.asp
http://mtcis.intocareers.org/
http://thewritesource.com/writing_topics/#inc
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/
http://www.englishcompanion.com/
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/English_Language_Arts/ela_assessment_tools.shtml
http://www.fcrr.org/
http://www.sharemylesson.com/
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Sample Reading list by Grade Level 

6th Grade Boy 7th Grade Touching Spirit Bear 

  Tracker   The Giver 

  A Wrinkle in Time   The Cay 

  The Great Gilly Hopkins   Red Badge of Courage 

  Maniac Magee   Anne Frank 

  Summer of the Monkeys   Devil's Arithmetic 

  The Dragonwings   Daniel's Story 

  The Greenhouse Effect   The Boy in the Striped Pajamas 

  The Greek Gods   Jacob's Rescue 

  Between the Dragon and the Eagle   We Are Witnesses 

  Greek Myths   Among the Hidden 

  The Egypt Game   Mrs. Frisby & the Rats of Nimh 

  A Study in Scarlet   Three Cups of Tea 

   Around the World in Eighty Days   Freak the Mighty 

    Bridge to Terabithia 

    Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone 

8th Grade Nothing But the Truth   Julie of the Wolves 

  To Kill A Mockingbird   White Fang 

 The Hobbit   Where the Lilies Bloom 

 Huckleberry Finn  Holes 

 The Wave   

 The Old Man and the Sea   

 Outsiders   

 My Brother Sam is Dead   

 The Scarlett Pimpernell   

  Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry   

  Adventures of Tom Sawyer   

  War of the Worlds   

  Johnny Tremain   

  The Hunger Games    
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RAVALLI COUNTY CURRICULUM CONSORTIUM 

ALIGNED WITH 

MONTANA COMMON CORE  
SEVENTH GRADE 

Standards for Reading Literature 

Standards for Reading Informational Text 

Standards for Writing 

Standards for Speaking and Listening 

Standards for Language 

 

  



468 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Design a questionnaire citing evidence from text. 

Include questions and answers that are implied from 

the text. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Design a questionnaire citing evidence from text. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over 

the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Illustrate what you think the main idea was of the 

text. Analyze through captions, the development of 

the central idea. Summarize in a short essay the 

main idea. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Determine a theme or central idea of a text. Provide an objective summary of 

the text. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Illustrate what you think the main idea was of the text. 
Summarize in a short essay the main idea. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



470 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 3 

Montana Common Core  Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting 

shapes the characters or plot). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Make a flow chart to showing how the sequence of 

events were affected by the setting and characters. 

 Students analyze how the playwright Louise Fletcher 

uses particular elements of drama to create 

dramatic tension in her play Sorry, Wrong Number. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
List how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting 

shapes the characters or plot). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Make a matching chart  that connect events to characters 
or setting to characters. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes 

and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza 

of a poem or section of a story or drama. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Determine figurative and connotative meanings of 

words such as wayfaring, laconic and taciturnity as 

well as phrases such as hold his peace in John 

Steinbeck’s Travels with Charley: In Search of 

America. Analyze how these terms impact the story. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative and connotative meanings. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Determine figurative and connotative meanings of words 
such as wayfaring, laconic and taciturnity as well as 
phrases such as hold his peace in John Steinbeck’s Travels 
with Charley: In Search of America. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 
 
  



472 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) 

contributes to its meaning. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Analyze how the opening stanza of Robert Frost’s 

“The Road Not Taken” structures the rhythm and 

meter for the poem and how the themes introduced 

by the speaker develop over the course of the text. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Identify a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) 

contributes to its meaning. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Identify the structure and rhythm of the opening stanza of 
Robert Frost’s “The Road Not Taken.”  

 Convey the meaning of the poem. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



473 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different 

characters or narrators in a text. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write two column notes on four different characters 

noting how the events in a short passage directly 

affect each character’s point of view. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

List how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different 

characters or narrators in a text. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a two column note worksheet, write about two 
different characters noting how the events in a short 
passage directly affect each character’s point of view. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



474 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, 

staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique to 

each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film). 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Make a timeline of events in the written story and 

compare and contrast it to the film or multimedia 

version. Students then identify how the written 

word verses the filmed version affects the story. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, 

staged, or multimedia version. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a timeline, list events in the written story and 
compare and contrast it to the film or multimedia version.  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 
 
 
 

  



475 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a 

historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors 

of fiction use or alter history.  Include texts that contain portrayals and/or 

accounts by and about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 
 After reading fictional and historical accounts of 

Native Americans in the 1800s, explain how the author 
of the fictional account uses or alters history. Use 
examples from both versions in your explanation.  

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Compare or contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a 

historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors 

of fiction use or alter history.  Include texts that contain portrayals and/or 

accounts by and about American Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

  

 After reading fictional and historical accounts of Native 
Americans in the 1800s, identify similarities or differences 
in how the author of the fictional account uses or alters 
history. Use examples from both versions in your 
explanation. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



476 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity # 10 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with 

scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Use Constructed Response questions to assess 

student knowledge and understanding. Support 

answers with details and evidence from the passage. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Use Constructed Response questions to assess student 
knowledge and understanding. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



477 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Select an historical event, research it, and provide 

explicit details of the event as well as conclusions 

drawn from your reading. Present your findings in 

written or video format. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Construct a T-chart for a selected informational text.  In 
the left hand column list explicit information from the text.  
In the right hand column record inferences drawn from 
each passage, sentence, or word. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
  



478 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development 

over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Look at the mining industry throughout Montana’s 

history. Analyze its development and progression 

over the years. Summarize your findings in a one to 

two page essay. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development 

over the course of the text. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Look at the mining industry throughout Montana’s history. 
Make a timeline of its development and progression over 
the years.  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



479 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., 

how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or 

events). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Research an American and a Muslim individual who 

were personally affected by the events of 9/11. 

Imagine these two individuals had dinner together 

before and after 9/11. Describe the dinner 

conversations. Create a written or visual product 

analyzing how that conversation changed after the 

events of 9/11. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

Explain the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., 

how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or 

events). 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Research an American and a Muslim individual who were 
personally affected by the events of 9/11. Imagine these 
two individuals had dinner together before and after 9/11. 
Describe the dinner conversations. Create a written or 
visual product showing how that conversation changed 
after the events of 9/11. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



480 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of 

a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will keep a running list of figurative 

language found in a text along with inferences 

regarding their meaning. They may also list what 

comes to mind when they hear a particular word to 

investigate its varying connotations. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Rewrite a passage from the text from another perspective 
with characterization conveyed by dialect or diction.  For 
instance, write as if the author was a four-year-old, a dog, 
or a fictional character. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



481 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major 

sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using a given passage, identify the introductory 

paragraph, supporting paragraphs and summary or 

concluding paragraph. Write a summary analyzing 

how key elements support or develop the ideas. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Identify the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major 

sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a given passage, identify the introductory 
paragraph, supporting paragraphs and summary or 
concluding paragraph. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



482 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text, including those by and 

about American Indians, and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her 

position from that of others. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read excerpts from an old history book about Native 

Americans and excerpts from The Absolutly True Diary of 

a Part-Time Indian. Analyze and provide evidence to 

support each point of view in a written format. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text, including those by and 

about American Indians. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Read excerpts from an old history book about Native 
Americans and excerpts from The Absolutly True Diary of a 
Part-Time Indian. Make a T chart identifying the different 
points of view from each source. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



483 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of the 

text, analyzing each medium’s portrayal of the subject (e.g., how the delivery of 

a speech affects the impact of the words). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Collect information from a variety of sources about 

the Holocaust. Analyze how each source portrays the 

events, facts, and belief systems portrayed. Create a 

presentation of your findings. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The  student will:  

Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of the 

text. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Collect information from a variety of sources about the 
Holocaust. Using a Venn diagram, compare and contrast 
written and visual information 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



484 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 8 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 

whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to 

support the claims.  Include texts by and about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read about a past or current criminal case. Analyze 

the information to determine if evidence supports 

the author’s claim. Present your findings. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Trace the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 

reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the 

claims.  Include texts by and about American Indians. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Read about a past or current criminal case. Identify 

evidence supporting the author’s claim. Present your 

findings. 

  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



485 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their 

presentations of key information by emphasizing different evidence or 

advancing different interpretations of facts.  Include texts by and about  

American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Gather information about a famous mystery. 

Research both sides of the mystery, providing 

evidence to support each theory. Analyze how each 

theory is supported by different sources and draw 

your own conclusion based on the evidence you 

found.  Write a three to five page paper on your 

findings.  
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their 

presentations of key information.  Include texts by and about  

American Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Gather information about a famous mystery. Research 
both sides of the mystery, providing evidence to support 
each theory. Analyze how each theory is supported by 
different sources and draw your own conclusion based on 
the evidence you found.  Write a two to three page paper 
on your findings. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



486 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity # 10 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 

6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high 

end of the range. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read a nonfiction passage and answer 

comprehension questions as well as structured 

response questions giving supporting evidence from 

the passage. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 

6–8 text complexity band proficiently. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Read a nonfiction passage and answer comprehension 
questions as well as structured response questions. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
 

 

  



487 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  
a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence 

logically. 
b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources, 

including oral sources, and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), 

reasons, and evidence. 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write a MLA research paper 

on an  unsolved mystery.  

Present both sides of the 

mystery with supporting 

details and relevant evidence 

to “make their case” as to 

what you believe to be the 

solution to the mystery.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

The student will: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
Successfully do three of the following criteria: 
a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence 

logically. 
b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources, 

including oral sources, and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), 

reasons, and evidence. 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and processes. 

 Write a MLA research paper on a 
unsolved mystery.  Present both 
sides of the mystery with 
supporting details and relevant 
evidence to “make their case” as 
to what you believe to be the 
solution to the mystery. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex ideas and 

processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 



488 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using 

strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples. 

c. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation 

presented.       The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read a range of Holocaust 

resources from different genres 

and media; use a variety of sources 

to gather and synthesize 

knowledge about the holocaust; 

work collaboratively to investigate 

questions about a specific topic; 

present information orally and in a 

group newsletter. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

The student will: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
Successfully do four of the following criteria: 
a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using 

strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples. 

c. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation 

presented. 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and processes. 

 Read a range of Holocaust resources 
from different genres and media; use 
a variety of sources to gather 
information about the holocaust; 
work collaboratively to investigate 
questions about a specific topic; 
present information orally and in a 
group newsletter. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex ideas and 

processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 
a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or 

characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or 

characters. 
c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time 

frame or setting to another. 
d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and 

convey experiences and events. 
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write a ghost story about 
the Daly Mansion. The 
writing should include a 
variety of characters with 
detailed descriptions of 
each. Present different 
perspectives using 
dialogue. The story’s 
events must be sequential 
in nature and lead up to a 
climax followed by a 
logical conclusion. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

The student will: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. Successfully do three of the following criteria: 
a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or 

characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or 

characters. 
c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time 

frame or setting to another. 
d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and 

convey experiences and events. 
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and processes. 

 After reading several 
samples of ghost stories, 
write a ghost story about 
the Daly Mansion. The 
writing should include a 
variety of characters with 
detailed descriptions of 
each. The story’s events 
must be sequential in 
nature and lead up to a 
climax followed by a 
logical conclusion. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 



490 
 

 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 

taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing 

types are defined in writing standards 1-3.) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Identify audience as student peers and write 

a letter on How to Survive Middle School. 

Organize your paper in such a way that it 

begins the first day of 6th grade and covers 

the social, emotional, and educational 

aspects of Middle School. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing 

types are defined in writing standards 1-3.) 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 

ideas and processes. 

 Identify audience as student peers and write a 
letter on How to Survive Middle School. Organize 
your paper in such a way that it begins the first 
day of 6th grade and covers one of the following:  
social, emotional, or educational aspects of Middle 
School. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



491 
 

 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 

taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 

focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.(Editing for 

conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and 

including grade 7.) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Each student selects ONE of their many 

writings to choose for a class book. Students 

will individually edit their own paper, make 

appropriate changes, move to peer editing by 

at least two peers, make appropriate changes 

then have an adult edit for the final draft. 

Students will focus on purpose and audience. 

Publish. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting. (Editing for conventions 

should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 7.) 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex 

ideas and processes. 

 Each student selects ONE of their many writings to 
choose for a class book. Students will peer edit 
with at least two peers, make appropriate changes 
then have an adult edit for the final draft. Publish. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link 

to and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate with others, including 

linking to and citing sources. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 In a small group research on the Internet and make a 

brochure on specific health issues facing the 

students today. Cite sources.   

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link 

to and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate with others. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a brochure format, in a small group research on the 
Internet and make a brochure on specific health issues 
facing the students today. Cite sources. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several 

sources and generating additional related, focused questions for further 

research and investigation. Include sources and/or topics by and about  

American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Generate a question for research concerning American 

Indians.  Students will research a variety of tribes using a 

variety of sources to investigate. During research, 

compare and contrast other aspects of each tribe.  

Present your findings in written report form. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Conduct short research projects to answer a provided question, drawing on at 

least two sources and generating at least one additional related, focused 

question for further research and investigation. Include sources and/or topics 

by and about American Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 “Did all American Indians live in tepees?”  Students will 
research a variety of tribes using a variety of sources to 
investigate. During research, compare and contrast other 
aspects of each tribe.  Present your findings in written 
report form. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 8 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using 

search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and 

quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 

plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 In a mystery research paper, use a variety of sources to 

gather information about an unsolved mystery. 

Determine reliable and accurate sources and write the 

paper in your own words, using quotes and paraphrasing 

when necessary. Properly cite the sources on a works 

cited page. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Gather relevant information from limited print and digital sources, using search 

terms effectively; use provided credible and reliable sources; and quote or 

paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and 

following a standard format for citation. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 In a mystery research paper, use a variety of sources to 
gather information about an unsolved mystery. Write the 
paper in your own words, using quotes and paraphrasing 
when necessary. Properly cite the sources on a works cited 
page. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast 

a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of 

the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or 

alter history”). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 On the topic of Global Warming, find evidence that 

supports it and evidence that refutes it. Analyze the 

information to determine what you believe to be 

true and present your findings.  

 Select an endangered species and identify what is 

causing the decline of the species. Report your 

findings 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Find one resource on the topic of global warming that 

provides evidence that supports it or evidence that 

refutes it.  Present your findings.  

 Select an endangered species and identify what is causing 
the decline of the species.  With a partner, report your 
findings in a written report. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Range of Writing # 10 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write daily compositions on a variety of topics to a 

variety of audiences in a composition book. Choose 

from narrative, expository, persuasive and 

informational styles of writing. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Three times a week, write compositions on a variety of 
topics to a variety of audiences in a composition book. 
Choose from narrative, expository, persuasive and 
informational styles of writing. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Comprehension and Collaboration # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that 

preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under 
discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define 
individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant 
observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views.                                      
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Form two teams and debate the 
idea that Max (in Freak the 
Mighty) is either learning 
disabled or lazy.  Locate 
information from the text to 
support your position.  Follow 
the rules of Lincoln-Douglas 
debates including tracking key 
points. Evaluate whether or not 
your opinion was modified by 
the debate. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

The student will: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly using at least two of the following: 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that 

preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under 
discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define 
individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant 
observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views. 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance from the 
teacher, students will locate 
information supporting their 
argument. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex ideas and 

processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Comprehension and Collaboration # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and 

formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a 

topic, text, or issue under study. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 In small groups, present a short skit (with a script), 

incorporating each format and acting out the main 

idea. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Identify the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and 

formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a 

topic, text, or issue under study. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Incorporate a visual and oral format to create a script to 
act out. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Comprehension and Collaboration # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of 

the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Choose and study a presidential inaugural address 

and present the claims made then lead a class 

discussion on the soundness of the reasoning and 

the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Identify a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of 

the reasoning and the relevance of the evidence. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Study a given presidential inaugural address and list the 
claims made.  Sort the list into two columns: claims which 
are sound and/or relevant and claims which are not. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent 

manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use 

appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Present a 3-5 minute speech to the class about a 

current controversial topic, using local newspapers 

and interviews to support your stand. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent 

manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use 

appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given information about a current controversial topic, 
present a 2-4 minute speech to the class.   

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify 

claims and findings and emphasize salient points. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions.  

 In the speech presented in SL4, present charts, 

graphs, pictures, etc. in a PowerPoint, Prezi, or 

Glogster. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify 

claims and findings and emphasize salient points. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 In the speech presented in SL4, use at least one visual aid 
to emphasize a point. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



502 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of 

formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 7 Language standards 

1 and 3 for specific expectations.) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a short play (with a script) and act it out for 

the class.  The play should present three scenarios in 

which the same topic is acted out as if they were in 

front of their friends, in front of their parents, and 

for a formal situation in a classroom. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of 

formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 7 Language standards 

1 and 3 for specific expectations.) 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a short script, act out the same scene once as if in 
front of friends and one as if in front of a formal 
classroom. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



503 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function 

in specific sentences. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Present posters of compound and complex 

sentences, explaining the function of each phrase 

and clause. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Explain the function of a phrase and a clause in general and how they 

function in a specific sentence. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Present a poster of a sentence containing a phrase and a 
clause, and explain how they function in the sentence. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



504 
 

 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

b. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex 

sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a short story in which each type of sentence 

is used and explain how the sentences signal 

differing relationships among ideas. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

b. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex 

sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Read a provided short story and identify each sentence as 
simple, compound, complex, or compound-complex. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



505 
 

 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

c. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting 

misplaced and dangling modifiers.* 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create words and phrases on poster board to work 

as a group to correctly construct sentences with 

proper organization. Interchange the phrases and 

clauses amongst the sentences to see how it affects 

the meaning and structure of the sentence.  Discuss 

the effects among your group. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

c. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting 

misplaced and dangling modifiers.* 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using provided words and phrases on poster board, work 
as a group to correctly construct sentences with proper 
organization. Interchange the phrases and clauses 
amongst the sentences to see how it affects the meaning 
and structure of the sentence.  Discuss the effects among 
your group. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



506 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, 

enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Extract sentences from current reading material that 

demonstrate the proper usage of capitalization and 

punctuation, including using commas to separate 

coordinate adjectives. Create your own sentences 

demonstrating these skills. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, 

enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt). 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given sentences from current reading material that 
demonstrate the proper usage of capitalization and 
punctuation, including using commas to separate 
coordinate adjectives, identify those sentences which 
correctly use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



507 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

b. Spell correctly. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 In a paragraph with ten spelling errors, correct each 

one. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

b. Spell correctly. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 In a paragraph with ten spelling errors identified, correct 
each one. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
 
 
 



508 
 

 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Knowledge of Language # 3  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 

a. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing 

and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.* 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Choose vivid verbs, awesome adjectives, and 

subordinating conjunctions to express ideas 

precisely and concisely.  

 Self-edit to eliminate words or phrases which are 

wordy or redundant. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 

a. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing 

and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.* 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Choose vivid verbs, awesome adjectives, and 

subordinating conjunctions from a word bank to 

express ideas precisely and concisely.  

 Delete unnecessary words and phrases from a given 
passage. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



509 
 

 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s 

position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 

phrase. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Extract the dialogue from chapter 7 of Freak the 

Mighty by Rodman Philbrick and rewrite it in your 

own words.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s 

position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 

phrase. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given the dialogue from chapter 7 of Freak the Mighty by 
Rodman Philbrick, rewrite it in your own words. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 



510 
 

 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues 

to the meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create living storyboards (moving or stationary 

tableaus) to present to peers the meanings of five 

given Greek and Latin affixes and roots.  Then apply 

the knowledge to a paragraph containing words 

derived from those roots. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues 

to the meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel) 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Create living storyboards (moving or stationary tableaus) 
to present to peers the meanings of three given Greek and 
Latin affixes and roots.  Then apply the knowledge to 
creating sentences containing words derived from those 
roots. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



511 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 

glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 

word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Consult one print and one digital source for a given 

vocabulary word, create a poster, and present the 

combination of information retrieved.  Poster will 

include properly cited sources. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 

glossaries, thesauruses), either print or digital, to find the pronunciation of a 

word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Consult a print or digital source for a given vocabulary 
word, create a poster, and present the information 
retrieved.  Poster will include a properly cited source. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



512 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase 

(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read sentences with ten new vocabulary words and 

write your guess of each word’s meaning based on 

context.  Then, use a dictionary to check for 

accuracy.  Write your own sentences using each of 

the ten words.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase 

(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Read sentences with ten new vocabulary words and write 
your guess of each word’s meaning based on context.  
Then, use a dictionary to check for accuracy.   

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



513 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 

nuances in word meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythological 

allusions) in context. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 With a partner, students identify and discuss the 

allusions found in an appropriate text and present 

one finding to the class. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 

nuances in word meanings. 

a. Identify figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythological 

allusions) in context. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With a partner and teacher assistance, students identify 
and discuss the allusions found in an appropriate text and 
present one finding to the class. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



514 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

b. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, 

analogy) to better understand each of the words. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using a vocabulary list of ten words, create a list of 

two synonyms and antonyms for each word.  Then 

write ten analogies using the vocabulary words as 

well as the synonyms and antonyms.   

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

b. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, 

analogy) to better understand each of the words. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a vocabulary list of five words, create a list of two 
synonyms and antonyms for each word.  Then write five 
analogies using the vocabulary words as well as the 
synonyms and antonyms.   

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



515 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar 

denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, diplomatic, 

condescending). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using given word groups, create a spectrum chart 

based on the words’ denotations and connotations.  

Act out the different connotations and denotations 

of the words in order.   

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar 

denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, diplomatic, 

condescending). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using given word groups, complete a partially filled out 
spectrum chart based on the words’ denotations and 
connotations.  Act out the different connotations and 
denotations of the words in order.   

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



516 
 

GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

d. Recognize the influence time, culture, gender and social relationships 

have upon word meaning. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Research a word or words which have been 

commonly used by yourself and another generation.  

Create crests depicting what the word(s) means and 

how and why it has changed.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

d. Recognize the influence time, culture, gender and social relationships (at 

least two of these) have upon word meaning. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a word commonly used by current and a previous 
generation, create a crest depicting what the word means 
and how it has changed with time. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: SEVENTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a 

word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Take a section of science-related text and create a 

PowerPoint or Prezi to introduce key ideas and 

define key words.  Include your own sample 

sentences using key words and phrases.  Present to 

the class. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Acquire grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 

important to comprehension or expression. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Take a section of science-related text and create a 
PowerPoint or Prezi to introduce key ideas and define key 
words.  Present to the class. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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6th -8th Common Vocabulary List 
in-text citation parenthetical information inference 

MLA format 

explicit vs. implicit 

thesis statement 

essay structure 

theme 

protagonist/antagonist  
major/minor 

plot diagram 

connotative/denotative  
· figurative 

· informal/formal 
tension flashbacks parallel plots pacing 

plot structure 

compare/contrast  
cultural elements 

point of view 

figurative 

· connotative 

rhetoric devices  
organization 

repetition 

sentence arrangement 
transitions as conjunctive adverbs 

· point of view 

· aim, 
subject,  
audience,  
medium 
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6th- 8th Resources: 
Common Core 

OPI Common Core Appendices Web site with Grades 6-8 exemplars  
http://opi.mt.gov/Curriculum/MontCAS/GetReady.php#gpm1_3  
 

http://www.corestandards.org/resources 

http://commoncore.org/maps/ 

  

Writing 
http://www.writingfix.com  

http://www.dianahacker.com/instructor.html 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ 

  

 

Media 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/common-core-standards/id439424555?mt=8 

http://www.tewtjournal.org/ 

http://www.tewtjournal.org/VOL%2010/ISSUE%201/on_the_web.pdf 
 
Strunk and White’s Elements of Style 
 
Daily Oral Language exercises 
http://www.englishcompanion.com 
 
AP help 
AP Language and Composition exam home page 
 
SAT and ACT information 
http://sat.collegeboard.org/home 
http://www.actstudent.org/ 
 
homework helpers! 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/ 
http://www.grammarbook.com/ 
 
 

http://opi.mt.gov/Curriculum/MontCAS/GetReady.php#gpm1_3
http://www.corestandards.org/resources
http://commoncore.org/maps/
http://www.writingfix.com/
http://www.dianahacker.com/instructor.html
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/common-core-standards/id439424555?mt=8
http://www.tewtjournal.org/
http://www.tewtjournal.org/VOL%2010/ISSUE%201/on_the_web.pdf
http://www.englishcompanion.com/
http://sat.collegeboard.org/home
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/http:/owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/
http://www.grammarbook.com/
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6th- 8th Resources (cont.): 
Literary terms 
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms.html 

 
American author lit canon 
http://www.readliterature.com/american.htm 
 
Reading resources 
http://www.pagebypagebooks.com/ 
http://www.learningtechniques.com/speedreadingtips.html 
http://www.classicreader.com/browse/3/title/ 
 
Writing resources/ idea generators 
http://dictionary.reference.com/writing/ 
http://www.enhancemywriting.com/ 
http://www.writefix.com/argument/topics.htm 
 
Online Resources 
Vocabahead.com – Vocab videos 
Paperrater.com – Checks writing for students and plagiarism for teachers 
http://www.grammarbook.com/english_rules.asp - Grammar rules 
dictionary.com 
smartaboutcollege.org – SAT prep site 
collegeboard.org – ACT prep site 
voicethread.com – online discussions 
http://mtcis.intocareers.org – Career interest surveys, resume builders, college information 
http://thewritesource.com/writing_topics/#inc – Writing prompts 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/ - Citing sources 
http://www.englishcompanion.com – Academic vocabulary lists & teaching ideas 
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/English_Language_Arts/ela_assessment_tools.shtml - sample 
 
Rubrics 
http://www.fcrr.org Florida Center for Reading Research 
http://www.sharemylesson.com  
 
 

http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms.html
http://www.readliterature.com/american.htm
http://www.pagebypagebooks.com/
http://www.learningtechniques.com/speedreadingtips.html
http://www.classicreader.com/browse/3/title/
http://dictionary.reference.com/writing/
http://www.enhancemywriting.com/
http://www.writefix.com/argument/topics.htm
http://www.grammarbook.com/english_rules.asp
http://mtcis.intocareers.org/
http://thewritesource.com/writing_topics/#inc
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/
http://www.englishcompanion.com/
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/English_Language_Arts/ela_assessment_tools.shtml
http://www.fcrr.org/
http://www.sharemylesson.com/
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Sample Reading list by Grade Level 

6th Grade Boy 7th Grade Touching Spirit Bear 

  Tracker   The Giver 

  A Wrinkle in Time   The Cay 

  The Great Gilly Hopkins   Red Badge of Courage 

  Maniac Magee   Anne Frank 

  Summer of the Monkeys   Devil's Arithmetic 

  The Dragonwings   Daniel's Story 

  The Greenhouse Effect   The Boy in the Striped Pajamas 

  The Greek Gods   Jacob's Rescue 

  Between the Dragon and the Eagle   We Are Witnesses 

  Greek Myths   Among the Hidden 

  The Egypt Game   Mrs. Frisby & the Rats of Nimh 

  A Study in Scarlet   Three Cups of Tea 

   Around the World in Eighty Days   Freak the Mighty 

    Bridge to Terabithia 

    Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone 

8th Grade Nothing But the Truth   Julie of the Wolves 

  To Kill A Mockingbird   White Fang 

 The Hobbit   Where the Lilies Bloom 

 Huckleberry Finn  Holes 

 The Wave   

 The Old Man and the Sea   

 Outsiders   

 My Brother Sam is Dead   

 The Scarlett Pimpernell   

  Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry   

  Adventures of Tom Sawyer   

  War of the Worlds   

  Johnny Tremain   

  The Hunger Games    
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RAVALLI COUNTY CURRICULUM CONSORTIUM 

ALIGNED WITH 

MONTANA COMMON CORE  
EIGHTH GRADE 

Standards for Reading Literature 

Standards for Reading Informational Text 

Standards for Writing 

Standards for Speaking and Listening 

Standards for Language 
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GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the 

text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Construct a T chart of what the author says in the 

passage on the left side of the T and the inference 

on the right side. 

 Use dialectical notes while reading. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the 

text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Design a questionnaire requiring evidence from text 
and implied inferences. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over 

the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and 

plot; provide an objective summary of the text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Summarize the development of the morality of Tom 

Sawyer in Mark Twain’s novel and analyze its connection 

to the theme of accountability by noting how it is 

conveyed through characters, setting, and plot. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over 

the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Illustrate what you think the main idea was of the 
text. Summarize in your own words 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 3 

Montana Common Core  Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel 

the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using discussion protocol students will have a classroom 

discussion on how dialogue moves the plot forward, 

reveals aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel 

the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Make a flow chart to showing how the sequence of 
events were affected by the setting and characters 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 

word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other 

texts. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read the provided sentence and determine the meaning of 

the word. Then, explain what clues in the sentence helped you 

determine the word meaning.  What feelings do you have 

about this sentence?  Does this mood or feeling remind you or 

any book you have read before? 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes 

and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza 

of a poem or section of a story or drama. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same as above. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the 

differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare and contrast the letters of Paul Revere to 

the poem by Longfellow of Revere’s Midnight Ride.  

How does each help your understanding of this 

historic event? 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) 

contributes to its meaning. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance, same as above. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the 

audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such 

effects as suspense or humor. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Describe how each character’s point of view changes as a 
result of their experience. Use evidence from the story to 
support your answer.  

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different 

characters or narrators in a text. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Write two column notes on two different characters 
noting how the events in a short passage directly 
affect each character’s point of view. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama 

stays faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made 

by the director or actors. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a poster showing five events from the story 

and how they differed in the film.  Give possible 

reasons why the director chose to change this from 

the original version. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Discuss how a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or 

departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or 

actors. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same as above. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or 

character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the 

Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new.   Include texts by 

and about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare the “traditional” story you were told of 

Thanksgiving to the one presented in 1621: A New Look at 

Thanksgiving (I Am American) by Catherine O'Neill Grace. 

In your journal, describe how an author’s point of view 

influences their thoughts and feelings about America. 

What specific lines or incidents helped you to re-examine 

your pre-conceived notions about these events? Cite 

specific examples/page numbers from the text. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

List how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or 

character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the 

Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new.   Include texts by 

and about American Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same as above, but with assistance. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity # 10 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 

independently and proficiently. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Choose a lexile level book at your reading ability.  

Keep a journal on the development of theme, plot, 

character development, and setting. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 

independently and proficiently. 

:  

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same as above 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the 

text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read the presented passage twice. Write down a key 

sentence. Beside it, write down what is being said 

between the lines. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same as above 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course 

of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Prepare a flow chart to illustrate the central idea of the 

text with key s. Write the central idea at the top of the 

page. Write a summary of the text at the bottom of the 

page. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development 

over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Prepare a flow chart to illustrate the central idea of the 
text with key s. Write the central idea at the top of the 
page. Write a summary of the text at the bottom of the 
page. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



534 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between 

individuals, ideas, cultures, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or 

categories). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compare how primary source documents presented 

information about the terrorist bombings on 9/11. 

Cite specific examples of information about the 

suspects, the passengers on the plane, Muslim 

religion, and victims of the attack. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., 

how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or 

events). 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Research an American and a Muslim individual who 
were personally affected by the events of 9/11. 
Create a written or visual product depicting your 
research. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



535 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of 

specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to 

other texts. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

Determine the figurative and connotative meanings of words 
such as wayfaring, laconic, and taciturnity as well as of phrases 
such as hold his peace in John Steinbeck’s Travels with 
Charley: In Search of America.  Analyze how Steinbeck’s 
specific word choices and diction impact the meaning and 
tone of his writing and the characterization of the individuals 
and places he describes. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of 

a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

Same as above. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



536 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the 

role of particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read the given text, write the topic sentence, 

supporting details and how they help develop a key 

concept, and summarize the key concept. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major 

sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a given passage, identify the introductory 
paragraph, supporting paragraphs and summary or 
concluding paragraph. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



537 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text including texts by and 

about American Indians, and analyze how the author acknowledges and 

responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read the letter of Jeffery Amherst to Col. Bouquet 

about smallpox blankets.  What is Amherst’s purpose 

for writing this letter?  How do Col. Bouquet’s 

responses to Amherst acknowledge his viewpoint? 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text, including those by and 

about American Indians, and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her 

position from that of others. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

Read excerpts from an old history book about Native 

Americans and excerpts from The Absolutly True Diary of 

a Part-Time Indian. Analyze and provide evidence to 

support each point of view in a written format. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



538 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., 

print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Is there a better way to present information about 

the Battle of Gettysburg than a textbook?  Defend 

your position. 

 Choose a historic event.  Present the information in 

two mediums of your choosing.  Evaluate which 

worked best for you and which you think conveys 

the information most clearly. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Describe the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., 

print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Is there a better way to present information about 

the Battle of Gettysburg than a textbook?  Defend 

your position. 

 Choose a historic event.  Present the information in 
two mediums of your choosing. Describe which 
worked best for you and which you think conveys the 
information most clearly. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



539 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 8 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 

whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; 

recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced. Include texts by and  

about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Read the attached passage.  Determine if the 

reasoning is sound and support your position.  Also 

determine if the evidence is relevant to the claim 

and if it is sufficient to be understood. State your 

position clearly with evidence from the text. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Trace the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 

reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when 

irrelevant evidence is introduced. Include texts by and  

about American Indians. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same as above, with assistance. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



540 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on 

the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or 

interpretation. Include texts by and about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a chart writing the sentence, or sentences, of 

‘facts’ presented which conflict with each other.  

Using an independent source, prove which text 

comes closest to the truth. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Locate incidences in a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting 

information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters 

of fact or interpretation. Include texts by and about American Indians. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance, same as above. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



541 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity # 10 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end 

of the grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using a lexile level text of your choice, use a 

dialectical note taking format to keep notes during 

reading.  Prepare a written summary of the text in 

the form of a research project. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Same as above, with assistance 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
  



542 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 

claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 
b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible 

sources including oral sources, and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 

claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 

presented. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write a paper in formal style taking a 

position on a current controversial 

topic.  Support your position with 

logical reasoning and appropriate 

evidence.  Cite credible sources to 

support your position and include a 

concluding statement. 

 Prepare a case, as in a courtroom, to 

present your view about a subject 

which has multiple views. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

The student will: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  
a. Introduce claim(s, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 
b. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion  
c. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
d. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 

presented. 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and 
processes. 

 With assistance, prepare a case, as in a 
courtroom, to present your view about 
a subject which has multiple views 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex ideas 

and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



543 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into 

broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia 
when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples. 

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas 
and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 

explanation presented. 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write a five paragraph paper with an 

introduction, three topics each in its 

own paragraph, and a conclusion.  

Use conventions of Standard English, 

transitions between paragraphs, and 

appropriate examples and facts. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

The student will: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts. 
 b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details,. 
d. Use precise language.. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 

explanation presented. 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and processes. 

 Same as above, with assistance in 
gathering and assessing sources. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex ideas 

and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 



544 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a 
narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and 
logically. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop 
experiences, events, and/or characters. 

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts 
from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among experiences 
and events. 

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to 
capture the action and convey experiences and events. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

* Imagine that you found a Time Machine. You 
can use this machine to go backward or 
forward in time. What year and place would 
you program into the time machine? Write a 
story about your experience as a time traveler; 
include a description of the time period and 
location. Use dialogue, transition words, 
descriptive details, and sensory language. 
 

* Create a flip book of at least 20 pages and tell 
a story of an imagined experience.  Use 
dialogue, transition words, descriptive details, 
pictures, and sensory language.  Provide a 
conclusion. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

The student will: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

a. Introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally 
and logically. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop 
experiences, events, and/or characters. 

c. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to 
capture the action and convey experiences and events. 

d.. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.         
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and 
processes. 

* Imagine that you found a Time Machine. You 
can use this machine to go backward or 
forward in time. What year and place would 
you program into the time machine? Write a 
story about your experience as a time traveler; 
include a description of the time period and 
location. Use dialogue, descriptive details, and 
sensory language. 

 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex 

ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 



545 
 

 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 

expectations for writing types are defined in writing standards 1-3.) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a brochure encouraging customers to visit 

your theme park. 

 Write a speech to the school board requesting 

permission to do something that is not allowed. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Produce clear writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for 

writing types are defined in writing standards 1-3.) 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Create a brochure encouraging customers to visit 

your theme park. 

 Write a speech to the school board requesting 
permission to do something that is not allowed. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



546 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 

strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 

a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language 

standards 1-3 up to and including grade 8.) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write a one page paper of your choosing.  You will 

meet with a team of three others to edit and confer 

about the success of your paper. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 

strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 

a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language 

standards 1-3 up to and including grade 8.) 

 

 Write a one page paper from the attached list.  You 

will meet with the teacher to write, edit and confer 

about the success of your paper. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



547 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 

present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as 

to interact and collaborate with others. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 You and your team will choose a topic. Brainstorm a 

list of everything the group knows about the subject. 

Research that topic on the internet. Present your 

topic in a flyer format.   

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and present information and 

ideas efficiently.  

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance in choosing a topic, make a brochure 
on a specific topic. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



548 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 7 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-

generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional 

related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.  

Include sources and/or topics by and about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 In the area of music, ask yourself a question.  Now 

research the answer to that question.  Use at least 

three sources of information.  After reading the 

information, ask yourself one more question as a 

result of your research.  Present your research in 

poster format. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Conduct short research projects to answer a question drawing on several 

sources.  Include sources and/or topics by and about American Indians. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance from the teacher, choose a topic, and 
research it using at least two different sources.  
Present your research in the form of a poster. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



549 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 8 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using 

search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and 

quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 

plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.  

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using an encyclopedia, the internet, and the 

textbook, gather information about a historical 

figure of your choosing.  Determine which source is 

most accurate.  Quote from sentences which 

support your opinion. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Gather relevant information two sources, using search terms effectively; and 

quote or paraphrase the data of others while avoiding plagiarism; cite sources 

used. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance from the teacher, write a biography. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



550 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research.  

a. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern 

work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from 

myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including 

describing how the material is rendered new”).  

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using the book The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by 

Jon Scieszka and Lane Smith, write at least 10 details 

discussing similarities in events, characters, and theme.  

Write a summary of how the authors make this story 

new. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to research.  

a. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Show how a modern 

work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from 

myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including 

describing how the material is rendered new”).  

:  

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using the book The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by 
Jon Scieszka and Lane Smith, write at least 5 details 
discussing similarities in events, characters, and theme.  
Write a summary of how the authors make this story new. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



551 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 9 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research.  

b. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and 

evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 

reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize 

when irrelevant evidence is introduced”). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using a Presidential candidate’s speech, cite 

examples where you believe the reasoning of the 

candidate is not ‘sound’ based on relevancy or 

sufficiency of his/her argument.  Are there any 

incidences where irrelevant evidence is introduced? 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts .  

b. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and 

evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text) 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a Presidential candidate’s speech, listexamples 
where you believe the reasoning of the candidate is 
not ‘sound’ based on relevancy or sufficiency of 
his/her argument.  Are there any incidences where 
irrelevant evidence is introduced? 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



552 
 

 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 
Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Range of Writing # 10 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Use a daily journal to answer the historical ‘question 

of the day.’   

 Quick write what you learned today in Social Studies. 

 Write one question in your journal today about 

something that puzzled you in class today. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two). 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Use a daily journal to answer the historical ‘question 

of the day.’   

 Quick write what you learned today in Social Studies. 

 Write one question in your journal today about 
something that puzzled you in class today. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



553 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Comprehension and Collaboration # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw 
on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on 
ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals 
and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions 
and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify 

their own views in light of the evidence presented. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create both the affirmative and 

negative case of an issue.  Pair up 

with another student, draw from 

the hat to determine if you are 

presenting negative or affirmative, 

and engage in a Lincoln-Douglass 

debate of the issue. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

The student will: Engage in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues and expressing their ideas 
clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study. 
b. Follow rules discussions and decision-making. 
c. Respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant evidence. 
d. When warranted, qualify or justify their  view in light of the evidence presented. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and 

processes. 

 With assistance from the teacher, 
prepare an argument from either 
the negative or affirmative side of 
an issue.  Present your side to a 
student with the opposite side. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex ideas and 

processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



554 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Comprehension and Collaboration # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats 

(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, 

commercial, political) behind its presentation. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Gather advertising for a political campaign from 

newspapers, on-line, television, and other print 

media and create a multi-media presentation on the 

messages and motives behind the campaign.  

Present to the class the main issues regarding the 

messages and motives. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Describe the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats 

(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and state the motives (e.g., social, 

commercial, political) behind its presentation. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance, gather advertising for a political 
campaign from newspapers, on-line, television, and 
other print media and create a multi-media 
presentation on the messages and motives behind 
the campaign.  Present to the class the main issues 
regarding the messages and motives. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



555 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Comprehension and Collaboration # 3 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of 

the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying 

when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Watch two infomercials and share them with the 

class.  Outline the claims made in each and lead a 

discussion regarding the claims made in each and 

identifying irrelevant evidence. (Extension - Bring in 

the items advertised and try it out with the class) 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
List a speaker’s argument and specific claims, explaining the soundness of the 

reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when 

irrelevant evidence is introduced 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Watch two infomercials and list the reasons the 
speaker gives for buying their product.  Explain why 
each reason is used.  Are there any reasons that are 
not relevant? 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



556 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 4 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent 

manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; 

use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Research a current events topic and write a 

persuasive speech regarding your position on the 

topic and present it to the class.  Lead a discussion 

debating your position. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Present claims and findings, in a focused, coherent manner with relevant 

evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye 

contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 With assistance from the teacher, choose a topic to 
research on a current events topic and write a 
persuasive speech regarding your position on the 
topic and present it to the class.   

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



557 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify 

information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 In a science fair format, create a board based on a 

topic being covered in science.  Board should include 

charts and graphs and presentation should include a 

video to further explore the topic. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Use multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, 

strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 In a science fair format, create a board based on a 
topic being covered in science.  Board could include 
charts, graphs, or a video to further explore the topic. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



558 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of 

formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 8 Language standards 

1 and 3 for specific expectations.) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 You will participate in three role-plays in which each 

day is conducted with a different theme.  You are 

encouraged to dress up as you participate in a 

renaissance festival, family picnic, and birthday 

party. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when 

indicated or appropriate. (See grade 8 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific 

expectations.) 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 You will participate in two role-plays in which each 
day is conducted with a different theme.  You are 
encouraged to dress up as you participate in a 
renaissance festival, family picnic, and/or birthday 
party. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



559 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Explain the function of verbals  (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general 

and their function in particular sentences. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 In groups, create sentence cards and present 

examples of verbals by beginning with a simple 

sentence, then adding gerunds, participles, and 

infinitives to replace or enhance parts of the 

sentence. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Identify the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing 

or speaking. 

a. Show verbals  (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in particular sentences. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using the sentence strips, locate the gerunds in the 
sentence. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



560 
 

 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

b. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 In pairs, students act out being active or passive in a 

sentence using sentence/word cards or the board.   

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Identify the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing 

or speaking. 

b. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a list of verbs, write a sentence for each in the 
active and passive voice. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



561 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

c. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, 

conditional, and subjunctive mood. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write five sentences for each of the indicative, 

imperative, interrogative, conditional, and subjective 

mood of verbs. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Identify the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing 

or speaking. 

c. Locate verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and 

subjunctive mood. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Label the given sentences with, indicative, imperative 
verb, interrogative verb, conditional verb, and/or 
subjective verb. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



562 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.* 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Identify active or passive voice in a passage and 

rewrite it to be the opposite.  Then write a 

paragraph explaining which is more appropriate and 

why. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Identify the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing 

or speaking. 

d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.* 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a passage, mark the text at every point where a 
shift in the mood of the verb shifts. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



563 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using the cards with the three punctuation marks on 

them, insert yourself into sentences written on the 

board or on cards and explain why that particular 

punctuation mark belongs in that part of the 

sentence. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Identify the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

a. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 In the given sentence, place the comma to indicate a 
pause or break. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



564 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

b. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students write a five-paragraph MLA expository 

essay in which they use at least three partial quotes 

from at least two separate sources. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Identify the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

b. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 With assistance from a teacher, compare quotes to 
the paper quoting them and determine if ellipsis are 
necessary. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



565 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

c. Spell correctly. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Write a three-paragraph narrative essay correctly 

using and spelling at least ten content-area words. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Identify the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

c. Spell correctly. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 In a paragraph with ten spelling errors identified, 
correct each one. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Knowledge of Language # 3  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 

a. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and 

subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor 

or the action; expressing uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Choose five action verbs and write each verb in an 

active sentence and a passive sentence. 

 Convert the attached passive sentences into active 

sentences. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Identify language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

a. List verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and 
subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing 
the actor or the action; expressing uncertainty or describing a state 
contrary to fact). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given the two sentences, which is in the passive 
voice?  Which is in the active? 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s 

position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 

phrase. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Given a paragraph with key words omitted, fill in the 

blanks with appropriate words.  Then check with the 

source paragraph and create a chart showing the 

relationship of the two words from each blank. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s 

position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 

phrase. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to 

the meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Draw a card from a pile of affixes and roots and find 

classmates with the same ones.  Using 

dictionary.com, locate at least five words which use 

the root or affix then create flashcards with the 

word on one side and the root/affix with definition 

on the other side.  
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to 

the meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede). 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using the list of Greek and Latin Roots and their 
definition, write the definition of the highlighted 
word in each sentence. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 

glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 

word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a class dictionary of at least ten words in one 

of the following categories: science, social studies, 

math, agriculture, health and human sciences, or 

literature.  Use two columns to compare/contrast 

information found in two different sources.  Include 

pronunciation, etymology, part of speech, and 

definition.  
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

c. Consult dictionaries, glossaries, or thesauruses, both print and digital, to 

find the pronunciation of a word or its part of speech. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create three columns on a sheet of paper.  Using the 
list of ten words look each word up in a dictionary 
and a glossary and/or a thesaurus.  Write the 
definition and the part of speech for each word. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



570 
 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase 

(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using the enclosed paragraph, write what you think 

each highlighted word means.  Now, using a 

dictionary, look the word up, and write the definition 

next to yours. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase 

(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using the enclosed paragraph, write what you think 
each highlighted word means.  Now, with assistance 
from the teacher use a dictionary, look the word up, 
and write the definition next to yours. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 

nuances in word meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using Walt Whitman’s “O Captain!  My Captain!”, 

create a Glogster illustrating three different figures 

of speech. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 

nuances in word meanings. 

a. Restate figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using Walt Whitman’s “O Captain!  My Captain!”, 
create a Glogster with the teacher’s assistance 
illustrating a figure of speech. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

b. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each 

of the words. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a comparison tool (such as a T-Chart or Venn 

diagram) to show the relationship between ten 

related vocabulary words. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

b. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each 

of the words. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Use the supplied list of related words and create a 
picture for each pair that shows how they are related. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



573 
 

 

GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar 

denotations (definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, 

resolute). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Create a spectrum using a word drawn from a list of 

words provided by the teacher.  Present the 

spectrum to the class, using the same sentence for 

each word on the spectrum. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

c. Recognize the connotations (associations) of words with similar 

denotations (definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, 

resolute). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a group of words with similar meaning, act out 
each one. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

d. Recognize the influence time, culture, gender and social relationships 

have upon word meaning. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Lead a class discussion regarding the use of the “N 

word” in Tom Sawyer or To Kill a Mockingbird.  

Discussion should include how time, culture, gender, 

and social relationships have impacted the usage 

and meaning(s) of the word.  Take notes on the 

board as each aspect is discussed.  Other words 

discussed might be: gay, retarded, or other such 

words. 
 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 

d. Describe the influence time, culture, gender and/or social relationships 

have upon word meaning. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Describe how the ‘N’ word is used in The Adventures 
of Tom Sawyer, in the 1950’s segregated South, and 
modern times. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: EIGHTH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 
Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 

what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 

 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a 

word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Keep a vocabulary journal for English, Math, Science, 

and Social Studies.  Each week, write a paragraph for 

each, using that week’s words correctly. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

2.0 

The student will:  

Acquire grade-appropriate general academic words and phrases; gather 

vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 

comprehension or expression. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Keep a vocabulary log of important or significant 
terms and illustrate mnemonic devices to remember 
each term. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 

 

Score 

1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 

0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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6th -8th Common Vocabulary List 
in-text citation parenthetical information inference 

MLA format 

explicit vs. implicit 

thesis statement 

essay structure 

theme 

protagonist/antagonist  
major/minor 

plot diagram 

connotative/denotative  
· figurative 

· informal/formal 
tension flashbacks parallel plots pacing 

plot structure 

compare/contrast  
cultural elements 

point of view 

figurative 

· connotative 

rhetoric devices  
organization 

repetition 

sentence arrangement 
transitions as conjunctive adverbs 

· point of view 

· aim, 
subject,  
audience,  
medium 
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6th- 8th Resources: 
Common Core 

OPI Common Core Appendices Web site with Grades 6-8 exemplars  
http://opi.mt.gov/Curriculum/MontCAS/GetReady.php#gpm1_3  
 

http://www.corestandards.org/resources 

http://commoncore.org/maps/ 

  

Writing 
http://www.writingfix.com  

http://www.dianahacker.com/instructor.html 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ 

  

 

Media 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/common-core-standards/id439424555?mt=8 

http://www.tewtjournal.org/ 

http://www.tewtjournal.org/VOL%2010/ISSUE%201/on_the_web.pdf 
 
Strunk and White’s Elements of Style 
 
Daily Oral Language exercises 
http://www.englishcompanion.com 
 
AP help 
AP Language and Composition exam home page 
 
SAT and ACT information 
http://sat.collegeboard.org/home 
http://www.actstudent.org/ 
 
homework helpers! 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/ 
http://www.grammarbook.com/ 
 
 

http://opi.mt.gov/Curriculum/MontCAS/GetReady.php#gpm1_3
http://www.corestandards.org/resources
http://commoncore.org/maps/
http://www.writingfix.com/
http://www.dianahacker.com/instructor.html
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/common-core-standards/id439424555?mt=8
http://www.tewtjournal.org/
http://www.tewtjournal.org/VOL%2010/ISSUE%201/on_the_web.pdf
http://www.englishcompanion.com/
http://sat.collegeboard.org/home
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/http:/owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/
http://www.grammarbook.com/
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6th- 8th Resources (cont.): 
Literary terms 
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms.html 

 
American author lit canon 
http://www.readliterature.com/american.htm 
 
Reading resources 
http://www.pagebypagebooks.com/ 
http://www.learningtechniques.com/speedreadingtips.html 
http://www.classicreader.com/browse/3/title/ 
 
Writing resources/ idea generators 
http://dictionary.reference.com/writing/ 
http://www.enhancemywriting.com/ 
http://www.writefix.com/argument/topics.htm 
 
Online Resources 
Vocabahead.com – Vocab videos 
Paperrater.com – Checks writing for students and plagiarism for teachers 
http://www.grammarbook.com/english_rules.asp - Grammar rules 
dictionary.com 
smartaboutcollege.org – SAT prep site 
collegeboard.org – ACT prep site 
voicethread.com – online discussions 
http://mtcis.intocareers.org – Career interest surveys, resume builders, college information 
http://thewritesource.com/writing_topics/#inc – Writing prompts 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/ - Citing sources 
http://www.englishcompanion.com – Academic vocabulary lists & teaching ideas 
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/English_Language_Arts/ela_assessment_tools.shtml - sample 
 
Rubrics 
http://www.fcrr.org Florida Center for Reading Research 
http://www.sharemylesson.com  
 
 

http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms.html
http://www.readliterature.com/american.htm
http://www.pagebypagebooks.com/
http://www.learningtechniques.com/speedreadingtips.html
http://www.classicreader.com/browse/3/title/
http://dictionary.reference.com/writing/
http://www.enhancemywriting.com/
http://www.writefix.com/argument/topics.htm
http://www.grammarbook.com/english_rules.asp
http://mtcis.intocareers.org/
http://thewritesource.com/writing_topics/#inc
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/
http://www.englishcompanion.com/
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/English_Language_Arts/ela_assessment_tools.shtml
http://www.fcrr.org/
http://www.sharemylesson.com/
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Sample Reading list by Grade Level 

6th Grade Boy 7th Grade Touching Spirit Bear 

  Tracker   The Giver 

  A Wrinkle in Time   The Cay 

  The Great Gilly Hopkins   Red Badge of Courage 

  Maniac Magee   Anne Frank 

  Summer of the Monkeys   Devil's Arithmetic 

  The Dragonwings   Daniel's Story 

  The Greenhouse Effect   The Boy in the Striped Pajamas 

  The Greek Gods   Jacob's Rescue 

  Between the Dragon and the Eagle   We Are Witnesses 

  Greek Myths   Among the Hidden 

  The Egypt Game   Mrs. Frisby & the Rats of Nimh 

  A Study in Scarlet   Three Cups of Tea 

   Around the World in Eighty Days   Freak the Mighty 

    Bridge to Terabithia 

    Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone 

8th Grade Nothing But the Truth   Julie of the Wolves 

  To Kill A Mockingbird   White Fang 

 The Hobbit   Where the Lilies Bloom 

 Huckleberry Finn  Holes 

 The Wave   

 The Old Man and the Sea   

 Outsiders   

 My Brother Sam is Dead   

 The Scarlett Pimpernell   

  Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry   

  Adventures of Tom Sawyer   

  War of the Worlds   

  Johnny Tremain   

  The Hunger Games    
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RAVALLI COUNTY CURRICULUM CONSORTIUM 

ALIGNED WITH  

MONTANA COMMON CORE  
9th-10th GRADE 

Standards for Reading Literature 

Standards for Reading Informational Text 

Standards for Writing 

Standards for Speaking and Listening 

Standards for Language 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 1 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including works by and 

about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will demonstrate the use of in-text citation to 

support essay’s main idea. i.e. Write an essay to prove 

or disprove using direct quotation that Okonokwo’s 

death was ironic. Write an essay to defined Lennie’s 

innocence or guilt based on in-text evidence. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Cites sufficient textual evidence with summarized or directly quoted material 

from the text. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students compile a list of quotes that supports on particular 
opinion. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH  

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 2 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Determine a theme or central idea of a text, including those by and about 

American Indians, and analyze in detail its development over the course of the 

text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; 

provide an objective summary of the text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will identify a theme and how it is developed 

through the text. 

· i.e. In a book club discussion, tell how poverty, racism, 

belonging, cultural differences, etc. contributes to the text’s 

message. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Determine one theme or central idea of a text, including those by and about 

American Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will identify theme of the text. 

 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 3 
Montana Common Core  Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting 

motivations) develop over the course of a text, including those of American 

Indians, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the  

theme.The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students discuss how a main character changes throughout 

the story. 

i.e Create a chart of Macbeth’s/Romeo or Juliet’s/Jem’s (To Kill a 

Mockingbird) changes from the beginning to the end of the 

novel.   

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

  Student recognizes traits of major and minor characters. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will define the key terms as they apply to  
a text, i.e. protagonist/antagonist, plot, point of view, setting, 
characters, etc. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
 
 
 



584 
 

GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 4 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 

including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of 

specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense 

of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 

 

Students will record key words from the text in a double-entry 

journal, word bank, bookmark, or notebook in order to flush out 

various types of meaning. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 

including figurative and connotative meanings. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students are determining the meaning of words as they are 
used connotatively/denotatively, figuratively, and 
informally/formally as they appear in a text. 
 

 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 5 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events 

within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create 

such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will discuss or create a chronological plot diagram 

of the events of the story and discuss the connection to 

author’s purpose. 

 

 

i.e Rose for Emily, Most Dangerous Game, Sound of Thunder, 

Odyssey  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Student will recognize elements of plot structure present in the text. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

  
Students will identify the elements of a story and diagram a plot. 
 
 

 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
 
 
 



586 
 

GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 6 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of 

literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world 

literature. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will internalize through oral presentation three 

contrasts and similarities between being an American teen 

and being a teen from a culture outside the United States. 

· i.e. Hassan from The Kite Runner, Elie from Night, Mirabal 

sisters from In the Time of Butterflies, and Shirin from 

Septembers from Shiraz.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Identify a point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature 

from outside the United States.  

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will identify the differences and similarities 
between American culture and a text’s culture.  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 7 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic 

mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden’s 

“Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus.  

Painting: American Progress, by John Gast (circa 1872) with “Birthright,” a poem, 

by M. L. Smoker in Another Attempt at Rescue). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will compare and contrast a piece of art, film, or a 

visual representation to a piece of literature’s subject or key 

scene.  

· i.e Romeo and Juliet’s prologue vs. art’s interpretation, 

Tennyson’s Ulysee vs. Homer’s Odyssey, “The Second 

Coming” vs. Things Fall Apart. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Recognize the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic 

mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden’s 

“Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus.  

Painting: American Progress, by John Gast (circa 1872) with “Birthright,” a poem, 

by M. L. Smoker in Another Attempt at Rescue). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

· Students compare two film versions of Romeo and Juliet 
using Baz Lurhman and Zefferilli’s clips of the balcony scene. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 9 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific 

work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or 

how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare or how American Indian 

stories and oral histories appear in contemporary works, such as James Welch’s 

Fools Crow, the author retells the Pikuni traditional story, “Star Boy”). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Student will identify three specific allusions within a text to 

support the author’s referenced intent. 

 

i.e. Macbeth’s mythology, Things Fall Apart Anasi, 

Fool’s Crow Star Boy. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Understands that an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific 

work. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Student will identify and define an allusion within a text.   

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity # 10 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, 

and poems, in the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding 

as needed at the high end of the range. By the end of grade 10,  

read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high 

end of the grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will create and present a comic book, rap, film, 

drama interpretation of literature.  

· i.e. visual representation of Hadeas, cartoon strip of 

Midsummer’s Night Dream 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

By the end of grade 9-10, read literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in 

the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at 

the high end of the range.  

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will complete a guided reading of the text using 
assistance. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 1 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will present a persuasive speech using evidence 

from outside resources. 

· Students acknowledge three inferences used by the author 

of the text. 

· i.e. Wolves should or should not be protected, career 

research, or modern day genocide 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly.  

 

· Students will find textual evidence with a text. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 2 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of 

the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; 

provide an objective summary of the text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will read biographical texts from a variety of 

sources and take notes on the significance of the person’s 

societal impact. 

· i.e. Maya Angleou’s life as the catalyst for I Know Why a 

Caged Bird Sings. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

provide an objective summary of the text. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will read biographical texts and take notes. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 3 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events within 

cultural context, including the order in which the points are made, how they are 

introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will read treaties, court documents, speeches, and 

conduct webquests for purpose of placing literature in 

cultural and historical context. 

i.e. 1855 Hellgate Treaty, Brown vs. Board of Education, I Have a 

Dream, Things Fall Apart webquest. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Identify a series of ideas or events within cultural context. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students identify a series of significant elements of a specific 
time period related to the text. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 4 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of 

specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 

opinion differs from that of a newspaper, or how American Indian treaty language 

differs from everyday speech). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will list and define specific key terms from a text 

and identify the words’ impacts on the text’s meaning. Then 

students will replace words or phrases and analyze the 

impact of using these other terms as compared to the 

original text.   

· i.e. Elie Weisel’s “Hope, Despair and Memory,” Dee Brown’s 

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee, Chapter 1, or Potsdam 

Conference. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will list and define specific key terms from a text. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 5 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by 

particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or 

chapter). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will create a flow chart of author’s ideas, define 

intent, reality, and outcome and use their findings in a 

persuasive or informational essay. 

 

i.e. Rediscovering Lewis and Clark, Thanksgiving Myth, Opinion 

Editorial pieces 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Identifies and lists how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by 

particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text.  

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will create a flow chart of author’s ideas, define 

intent, reality, and outcome. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 6 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text, including texts by and 

about Montana American Indians, and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to 

advance that point of view or purpose. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

Students will mark the text and discuss author’s point of view 

and use of rhetorical devices such as repetition, sentence 

arrangement, and organization. 

 

i.e. Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin, “I Have a Dream,”  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Students will recognize differences in author’s point of view. 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will mark the text to highlight the author’s point of 
view identifying one rhetorical device.  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
 
 
 

 



596 
 

GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 7 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums within culturally 

diverse contexts (e.g., a person’s life story in both print and multimedia, paying 

specific attention to cultural nuances), determining which details are emphasized 

in each account. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· When given three informational sources, students will write 

a compare and contrast analysis of one particular subject.   

· i.e. Political cartoons, caricatures, eye-witness accounts, 

autobiographies, journal entries, and newspaper. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Identifies different accounts of a subject and determines which details are 

emphasized. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· When given three informational sources, students will 

compare and contrast one particular subject with guided 

instruction.   

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 8 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text within culturally 

diverse contexts, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is 

relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will determine a source’s validity, bias, and 

relevance through a check list by finding multiple sources 

and exposing differences and consistencies between those 

sources and use this information in a PSA, advertisement, or 

career research paper. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

is able to locate multiple sources and identify arguments. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will determine a source’s validity, bias, and 
relevance by finding multiple sources and exposing 
differences and consistencies between those sources and 
use this information in a PSA, advertisement, or career 
research paper. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 9 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary significance (e.g., 

Washington’s Farewell Address, the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four 

Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, Onondaga Chief  

Canassatego’s address  “On Colonizing Education,”) including how they address 

related themes and concepts. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 

The students will show their understanding of the cause and 

effect of historical documents as they are linked to larger events. 

Students will look at FDR’s New Deal legislation and its effect on 

geographical populations.   

· i.e. treaties of Native Americans (Treaty of Paris vs. Treaty 

of Fort Stanwix), documents/policies for CA migrant 

workers during 1930s vs. Roosevelt’s New Deal documents. 

Note:  This is an ideal task for cross-curriculum. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Identifies the causes and effects of historical documents. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· The students will show their understanding of the cause and 
effect of historical documents by reading and summarizing 
the main ideas. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity # 10 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 9–10 

text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of 

the range.  By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the 

high end of the grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and  

proficiently. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

Using http://lexile.com/fab/ students will find an 
informational non-fiction text within the 9-10 lexile band, 
read it while taking dialectical notes, and write a one 
paragraph summary of the text’s intent. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Reads the text and uses strategies to comprehend text’s intent. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students read informational text such as newspapers and 

documents, provided by the teacher with the purpose of a 

one sentence summary of the text’s intent to prove 

comprehension.  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
 
 
 

http://lexile.com/fab/
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 

Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 1 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 

taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
text, including culturally diverse topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and 
sufficient evidence. 

a. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an 
organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the 
strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and 
concerns. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify 
the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will write an essay, or stage a court 

case to define the sanity of Lennie from Of Mice 

and Men or Emily from “A Rose for Emily” 

        with some emphasis on ethos, pathos, and logos 

        persuasive devices. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the student:  
will successfully complete three of the five substandards from 3.0. 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and 
processes. 

· Students will create an outline for the above 
project. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  
Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex 

ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 

Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 2 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and 
distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to 
aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the 

discipline in which they are writing. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation 

presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic). 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will complete a “How 

to” manual or write a set of 

directions.  

· Shakespeare newsletter, time 

period newspaper 

 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the student:  
will successfully use at least four of six tasks from the substandards of 3.0 (above).  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and processes. 

· In preparation for above 
assignment students will create a 
graphic organizer of their choice.  

·  
   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  
Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 

Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 3 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 

taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, establishing 
one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth 
progression of experiences or events. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot 
lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a 
coherent whole. 

d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of 
the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or 
resolved over the course of the narrative. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will create a personal reflection narrative 

or interview someone over 60 and tell their story.  

 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the student:  
will use three of five of the substandards from 3.0 (above).  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and 
processes. 

· Students will develop a set of interview questions or 
an outline for above task. 

·  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more complex 

ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 

Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 4 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations 

for writing types are defined in writing standards 1-3.) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Communicate to a variety of audiences in varying 

formats such as: application letter to potential 

employer, informal email to a friend, public service 

announcement to student body or blog on school 

website. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

occasionally develops writing to task, purpose, and audience. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students:  
· define through brainstorming, mind web, or organizational 

devices, the information problem or essay thesis; 

· identify information needed; 

· determine all possible sources and select the best sources; 

· locate sources and selects best sources; 

· engage in reading exact relevant information; 

· analyze author’s point of view. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 

Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 5 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 

significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should 

demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grades 9-

10.) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Practice using a variety of prewriting techniques that 

works best for task at hand such as diagramming, 

graphing, brainstorming, free writing or listing. 

· Use a variety of editing techniques such as peer 

critique, reading aloud to self or others, utilizing an 

online editor or completing revising rubrics. 

· Use a variety of strategies including cause/effect, 

problem/solution, how-to, spatial, definition, or 

question/answer to experiment with approaches. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Is able to plan, revise, edit, and rewrite with help from the teacher. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Review types of prewriting and practice the one 
technique with which they are least familiar. 

· Review types of editing techniques 
· Review and identify strategies for writing. 
· After given a list of topics, students identify which 

strategy should be used to best relate the information. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 

Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 6 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual 

or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to 

other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

Students will use Google Docs, Moodle, blogs, or Word 

documents to publish essay or document. 

  

 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Uses technology to present ideas without updating or including new arguments 

and information. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Create a Google Doc, Moodle, blog, or Word document. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 

Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 7 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 

(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the 

inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 

demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

Students will: 

-research the Ibo culture and tribes and present their 

information; 

-identify how a mythological reference influences today’s culture 

or vocabulary; 

-create a Shakespearean newsletter of Elizabethan times. 

- 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Is able to generate some questions with a limited range. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will generate a set of questions or topics to 
research for one of the above assignments.  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 

Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 8 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, 

using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in 

answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to 

maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format 

for citation. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

Students will research a question, integrate the information, 

organize, and properly cite all sources.   

Students will write a research paper incorporating all 

information correctly. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Is able to gather some information from a few different source, avoiding 

plagiarism. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will research a question, integrate the information, 
organize, and properly cite all sources. Students will choose a 
teacher-designated research assignment and apply the 
prescribed research methods. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 

Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 9 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts, including American Indian 

texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an 
author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how 
Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later 
author draws on a play by Shakespeare]” and as in James Welch’s Fools Crow, 
the author retells the Pikuni traditional story, “Star Boy.” ). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

Students will write a literary analysis of: 

- the literary devices used in Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men. 

- the heroic qualities of Odysseus   

- Shakespeare’s use of foreshadowing in Act 1 of 

Macbeth. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Is able to draw and compile relevant evidence from research. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will create an outline for a literary analysis. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 

Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 9 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts, including American Indian 

texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

b. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate 
and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false 
statements and fallacious reasoning”). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

Students will evaluate primary and secondary texts flushing out 

valid information in order to create a research paper that is well 

supported. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Is able to draw and compile relevant evidence from research. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will identify primary and secondary texts to use in a 
research paper. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



610 
 

 

GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 

Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Range of Writing # 10 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students complete lit. logs, reading reflections, dialectical 

journal, one-sentence summaries, writing workshop, write 

into the day, short answer response, etc. 

· On-demand essays, timed writings, etc. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Usually participates in multiple draft assignments, completing prewriting and 

outlines, and at least one draft. The student is able to write a clear thesis and at 

least one supporting paragraph, and a conclusion in timed writings. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Given a timed-write prompt, students are expected to 
create a three-paragraph essay, which will include a 
relevant introduction, supporting paragraph and 
conclusion. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
 
 



611 
 

GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Comprehension and Collaboration # 1 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was 

taught. 

Sample Tasks 

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 
9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly 
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

b. Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., informal 
consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views), clear goals and 
deadlines, and individual roles as needed. 

c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current 
discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the 
discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions. 

d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, with specific attention to culture, summarize 
points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own 
views and understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning 
presented.                        The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will engage in book clubs, lit circles, using 

Robert’s Rules of Order, teacher’s designated tasks, 

and group roles, including a variety of texts: 

The Kite Runner, Thousand Splendid Suns, The Absolute True 

Diary of a Part-Time Indian, Ender’s Game, Sabriel, In the 

Time of Butterflies, Good Earth, A Death in the Life of Ivan 

Denisovich, Life of Pi, Monster, Animal Farm, Lord of the 

Flies, etc. 

Assessment Projects: 

-answer a prescribed question 

-power point presentation 

-character analysis/web quests 

-talk show  

-create a book cover 

-club portfolio 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student:  
Is able to meet 2 of the 4 substandards in 3.0 above. 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and 
processes. 

· Students discuss a text with guidance. 

 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



612 
 

GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Comprehension and Collaboration # 2 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats 

(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of 

each source. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

Students participate within a gallery walk (display of “In Whose 

Honor” posters with other documents) or fishbowl (Socratic 

Seminar) activity in order to be assessed for their knowledge and 

use of source.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Is able to compile and present information successfully. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students participate within a gallery walk (display of “In 
Whose Honor” posters with other documents) or fishbowl 
(Socratic Seminar) activity. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
 
 
 

 



613 
 

GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Comprehension and Collaboration # 3 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 

including culturally diverse contexts, identifying any fallacious reasoning or 

exaggerated or distorted evidence. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will evaluate and provide verbal feedback for 

classmates presentations according to teacher’s rubric and 

personal insights. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Evaluates a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will evaluate and provide verbal feedback for 

classmates presentations according to teacher’s rubric. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 



614 
 

GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 4 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 

logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, 

development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose,  

audience, and task. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will present an author’s biography including 

background information, historical content, works written, 

and literary criticism.    

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will create an outline or graphic organizer of for an 
author biography. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
 
 
 



615 
 

GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 5 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and 

interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, 

reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will create a Prezi, Slide Rocket, or Power Point for 

Shakespeare’s Elizabethan Period demonstrating how 

Shakespeare was influenced by the Reformation.   

· Students will create a yearbook. 

· Students will create an Audacity project. 

· Students will use a Montage. 

· Students will use podcast. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Is able to use digital media. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will become familiar with a new form of digital 
media through practice and application. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
 



616 
 

GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~ Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 6 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of 

formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 9-10 Language 

standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

Students will transition from a small group discussion to a whole 

class summary presentation in order to share book club activity. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Shows some awareness of the various speaking modes required in English. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students list differences between a small group discussion 
and a class presentation. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
 
 
 

 



617 
 

GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Use parallel structure.* 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

Students can independently incorporate parallel structure in 

multiple sentences, identify their errors, and make corrections 

within their own writing and the writing of others. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Recognizes parallel structure. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· With guidance students can write parallel sentences, identify 
their errors and make corrections within their own writing 
and the writing of others. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
 
 
 



618 
 

GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

b. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, 

prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, 

adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing 

or presentations. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

Students will use various types of phrases within their own 

writing and the writing of others. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Identifies various types of phrases. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will identify various types of phrases by 
highlighting, circling, underlining the phrases within their 
own writing and the writing of others. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



619 
 

GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more 

closely related independent clauses. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

Students will identify and use semicolons within their own 

writing and the writing of others. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Recognizes and explains the use of a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive 

adverb). 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

Students will identify semicolons by highlighting, circling, 

underlining the phrases within their own writing and the writing 

of others. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 



620 
 

GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

b. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will identify and use colons within their own 

writing and the writing of others. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Recognizes and explains the use of a colon to introduce a list or quotation. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will identify colons by highlighting, circling, 

underlining the phrases within their own writing and the 

writing of others. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
 
 
 



621 
 

GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

c. Spell correctly. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

Students will use the revising and editing process to ensure an 

error-free project. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Recognizes misspelled words. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will keep a running list of difficult words in their 
own reading. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
 
 



622 
 

GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Knowledge of Language # 3  
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 

contexts including cultural context, to make effective choices for meaning or style, 

and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

a. Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual 

(e.g., MLA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) appropriate for the 

discipline and writing type. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will incorporate an error-free work cited page 

according to MLA format. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Identifies the types of writing that require a specific style. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will identify and correct errors within a works 

cited entry. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 



623 
 

GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range 
of strategies, recognizing the role culture plays in the development of language. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 

word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word 

or phrase. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will create a double-entry journal to record key 

words, clues, or sentences from the text in order to 

translate meaning into their own words. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Understands the role of context in predicting definitions. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will create a journal of key words, clues, or 
sentences from the text and define them using a dictionary. 

·  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
 
 



624 
 

GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range 
of strategies, recognizing the role culture plays in the development of language. 

b.  Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 

meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, 

advocacy). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will use the word of the day vocabulary and write 

three different sentences with three different parts of 

speech to demonstrate their knowledge of multiple-

meanings of words.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Identifies differences in spelling and part of speech with words with a similar 

meaning (e.g. frustrate, frustration). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will keep a list of root words, prefixes, and suffixes. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
 



625 
 

GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range 
of strategies, recognizing the role culture plays in the development of language. 

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 

glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 

word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its 

etymology. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

Students will rewrite the balcony scene from Romeo and Juliet or 

any Shakespeare scene looking up definitions of words with 

electronic devices or dictionary to term word meaning and 

origin. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Is able to use reference materials to clarify word meanings and part of speech. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will identify key words in the balcony scene from 
Romeo and Juliet and look up their meanings in a dictionary. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range 
of strategies, recognizing the role culture plays in the development of language. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase 

(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will use a triple-entry journal to determine word, 

student’s meaning of word, and source’s meaning of word.   

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Is able to locate the various definitions of a word in a reference source. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students identify and create a list of unfamiliar words to look 
up in a dictionary. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 

nuances in word meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and 

analyze their role in the text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of oxymorons, 

paradoxes, idioms, and allusions by using them correctly in their 

own writing. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Is able to correctly identify the figure of speech. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will identify and record oxymorons and paradoxes 
from Romeo and Juliet.  Students identify idioms and 
allusions in Of Mice and Men. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

Students will create a double-entry journal of words that have 

changed or evolved in meaning over time. Students will create 

two sentences for each word reflecting both the past and 

present meanings. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Can recognize that words often have synonyms. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will understand the evolution within meaning of 
words such as “gay,” “breast,” “ho,” etc. as they appear in 
Shakespeare’s literature by writing a list of words that have 
changed in meaning. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 9TH-10TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and 

career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 

knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 

expression. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

Students will write a career application or resume to represent 

themselves for a public audience and use appropriate vocabulary 

words for that audience. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Acquires some academic and domain-specific vocabulary, sometimes needing 

guidance in gathering vocabulary. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will identify jargon words from area-specific texts 
or manuals. For example, computer terms, medical terms, 
educational terms, etc. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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9th- 10th Grade Essential Vocabulary 
 

in-text citation parenthetical information inference 
MLA format 
explicit vs. implicit 
thesis statement 
essay structure 
theme 
protagonist/antagonist  
major/minor 
plot diagram 
connotative/denotative  
· figurative 
· informal/formal 
tension flashbacks parallel plots pacing 
plot structure 
compare/contrast  
cultural elements 
point of view 
figurative 
· connotative 
rhetoric devices  
organization 
repetition 
sentence arrangement 
· point of view 
· aim, 
subject,  
audience,  
medium 
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Resources 
 
Common Core 
http://www.corestandards.org/resources 
http://commoncore.org/maps/ 
  
Writing 
http://www.dianahacker.com/instructor.html 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ 
  
Media 
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/common-core-standards/id439424555?mt=8 
http://www.tewtjournal.org/ 
http://www.tewtjournal.org/VOL%2010/ISSUE%201/on_the_web.pdf 
 

Strunk and White’s Elements of Style 
 
Daily Oral Language exercises 
 
http://www.englishcompanion.com 
 
AP help 
AP Language and Composition exam home page 
 
SAT and ACT information 
http://sat.collegeboard.org/home 
 
http://www.actstudent.org/ 
 
homework helpers! 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/ 
 
http://www.grammarbook.com/ 
 
literary terms 
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms.html 
 
American author lit canon 
http://www.readliterature.com/american.htm 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/resources
http://commoncore.org/maps/
http://www.dianahacker.com/instructor.html
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/common-core-standards/id439424555?mt=8
http://www.tewtjournal.org/
http://www.tewtjournal.org/VOL%2010/ISSUE%201/on_the_web.pdf
http://www.englishcompanion.com/
http://sat.collegeboard.org/home
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/http:/owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/
http://www.grammarbook.com/
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms.html
http://www.readliterature.com/american.htm
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Reading Resources 
 
http://www.pagebypagebooks.com/ 
http://www.learningtechniques.com/speedreadingtips.html 
http://www.classicreader.com/browse/3/title/ 
 

Writing Resources/ Idea Generators 
 
http://dictionary.reference.com/writing/ 
http://www.enhancemywriting.com/ 
http://www.writefix.com/argument/topics.htm  
 

Online Resources 
 
Vocabahead.com – Vocab videos 
 
Paperrater.com – Checks writing for students and plagiarism for teachers 
 
http://www.grammarbook.com/english_rules.asp - Grammar rules 
 
dictionary.com 
 
smartaboutcollege.org – SAT prep site 
 
collegeboard.org – ACT prep site 
 
voicethread.com – online discussions 
 
http://mtcis.intocareers.org – Career interest surveys, resume builders, college information 
 
http://thewritesource.com/writing_topics/#inc – Writing prompts 
 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/ - Citing sources 
 
http://www.englishcompanion.com – Academic vocabulary lists & teaching ideas 
 
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/English_Language_Arts/ela_assessment_tools.shtml - sample rubrics 
 

http://commoncore.org/maps/documents/Art_in_the_Maps.pdf - using art & media within Core Standards 

http://www.pagebypagebooks.com/
http://www.learningtechniques.com/speedreadingtips.html
http://www.classicreader.com/browse/3/title/
http://dictionary.reference.com/writing/
http://www.enhancemywriting.com/
http://www.writefix.com/argument/topics.htm
http://www.grammarbook.com/english_rules.asp
http://mtcis.intocareers.org/
http://thewritesource.com/writing_topics/#inc
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/
http://www.englishcompanion.com/
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/English_Language_Arts/ela_assessment_tools.shtml
http://commoncore.org/maps/documents/Art_in_the_Maps.pdf
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RAVALLI COUNTY CURRICULUM CONSORTIUM 

ALIGNED WITH 

MONTANA COMMON CORE 
11th- 12thGRADE 

Standards for Reading Literature 

Standards for Reading Informational Text 

Standards for Writing 

Standards for Speaking and Listening 

Standards for Language 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDSFOR LITERATURE 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 1 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining 

where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Using a literary work, a student selects portions of the 

text to defend his/her argument (thesis statement) of 

the piece in a speech, paper, presentation or any other 

demonstration of knowledge of the text. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Cites sufficient textual evidence with summarized or directly quoted material 

from the text. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students select portions of a text and compile a list that 
supports one particular opinion. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 2 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text, including those by and 

about American Indians, and analyze their development over the course of the 

text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex 

account; provide an objective summary of the text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Using a graphic organizer, students organize then 

analyze differences in contrasting cultures within a text 

and/or outside sources. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text, including those by and 

about American Indians. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· After reading an IEFA text such as Ceremony by Leslie 
Marmon Silko, students create a venn diagram 
comparing American Indian culture with contrasting 
cultures within the text. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 3 
Montana Common Core  Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate 

elements of a story or drama, or oral or written history (e.g., where a story is set, 

how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· After reading literature, students get in small groups 

named by characters, plot, point of view, setting, etc., 

and identify quotes that demonstrate those particular 

elements of author choice.  Groups will report their 

findings to the class for a class discussion about the 

impact of each element. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Identify the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a 

story or drama, or oral or written history (e.g., where a story is set, how the action 

is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· After reading literature, students get in small groups 
named by characters, plot, point of view, setting, etc., 
and identify quotes that demonstrate those particular 
elements of author choice. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 4 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 

including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 

word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or 

language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare, 

works by American Indian authors, as well as other authors.) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· After analysis of word play (see below), students 

express their ideas in a formal assessment. 

 2.5   

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

is able to recognize some of the features of literary elements, 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students demonstrate knowledge of language word 
play through discussion, visual displays, graphic 
organizers, or literature logs as responses or any other 
mode of discourse. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 5 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a 

text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a 

comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as 

well as its aesthetic impact. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Utilizing the blueprint for a typical story (ex. Freytags’s 

exposition, rising action, climax, falling action and 

denouement), compare and contrast a novel or short 

story of your choice that breaks these conventions and 

explain how the structure contributes to the meaning 

of the text and the aesthic impact. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Discerns between the different structures of the long or short work. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Utilizing the blueprint for a typical story (ex. Freytags’s 
exposition, rising action, climax, falling action and 
denouement), compare and contrast a novel or short 
story of your choice that breaks these conventions. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 6 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is 

directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or 

understatement), include works by and about American Indians. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Choosing a work of literature rich in satire, sarcasm or 

irony (such as Catch-22, “A Modest Proposal” or The 

Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian), students 

will create lit logs where they select a passage, write 

the literal meaning of the words while juxtaposing it 

with what the author really meant.  When completed, 

students analyze how the point of view affects the 

message of the work. 

 2.5   

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Discerns between the literal and figurative meaning of the text. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Choosing a work of literature rich in satire, sarcasm or 
irony (such as Catch-22, “A Modest Proposal” or The 
Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian), students 
will create lit logs where they select a passage, write 
the literal meaning of the words while juxtaposing it 
with what the author really meant. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 7 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live 

production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), or traditional American Indian 

oral histories, evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at 

least one play by Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Choosing a story, drama or poem with multiple 
interpretations (such as Branagh’s Hamlet vs. Gibson’s 
Hamlet, a live performance vs. a recorded 
performance, “Shoeless Joe Jackson Comes to Iowa” 
vs. Field of Dreams, Beowulf text vs. Beowulf movies, 
Dances with Wolves vs. Fools Crow), create a visual 
representation of similarities and differences.  Then, 
using a construct such as SOAPS (situation, occasion, 
audience, purpose, speaker), analyze the 
interpretative differences. 

 2.5   

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Students discern between differences in interpretation of the same text. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Choosing a story, drama or poem with multiple 
interpretations (such as Branagh’s Hamlet vs. Gibson’s 
Hamlet, a live performance vs. a recorded performance, 
“Shoeless Joe Jackson Comes to Iowa” vs. Field of 
Dreams, Beowulf text vs. Beowulf movies, Dances with 
Wolves vs. Fools Crow), create a visual representation 
of similarities and differences. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 9 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century 

foundational works of American literature, including American Indian works, 

including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or 

topics. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· From each century beginning with the eighteenth, 

students will select or be assigned prominent historical 

events, research the event and authors, and analyze / 

juxtapose the differing viewpoints and interpretations 

of the event. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Researches the events and the authors from early American history, 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students create a graphic organizer, like a web, that 
includes major events from each century. 

· Students will divide into small groups, be assigned an 
event, and research authors during that event. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity # 10 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poems, in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band proficiently, with 

scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.  By the end of grade 12, read 

and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end 

of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Using http://lexile.com/fab/ students will find a book 

within the 11-CCR lexile band, read it while taking 

dialectical notes and create some form of literary 

analysis (ex. written paper, multi-media presentation, 

speech, mini-lesson, etc.). 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Reads the text. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Using http://lexile.com/fab/ students will find a book 
within the 11-CCR lexile band, read it while taking 
dialectical notes. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  

http://lexile.com/fab/
http://lexile.com/fab/
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 1 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining 

where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· After reading, students will answer questions, citing 

specific examples from the text (for explicit questions) 

and explain their reasoning for interpretation 

(inference questions). 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Is able to answer the explicit questions accurately. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· As answering questions about a text they have read is 
routine for students in any English class, the core idea 
behind meeting this standard is to provide many 
opportunities to respond to a hierarchy of questions, 
from literal to interpretive levels. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 2 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development 

over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another 

to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students select a text of higher level process such as a 

tax return, a home loan, car repair, etc.  After reading 

the instructions of the process, students will need to 

recap the order of the necessary steps to take in the 

process as well as select the central ideas and the sub 

categories within those ideas in a graphic organizer, a 

user-friendly step-by-step list, etc. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Students will identify two or more central ideas of a text and provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students select a text of higher level process such as a 
tax return, a home loan, car repair, etc.  After reading 
the instructions of the process, students will need to 
recap the order of the necessary steps to take in the 
process with only the central ideas. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Key Ideas and Details # 3 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific 

individuals, ideas, cultures, or events interact and develop over the course of the 

text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will engage in a cross-curricular activity 

where they choose a unit and analyze how the 

individuals, ideas, cultures, or events within the 

chapters build a framework for the unit as a whole. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Identify significant individuals, events, ideas or cultures within a text, 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will engage in a cross-curricular activity where 
they choose a unit and create a graphic organizer 
(timeline, skeleton, etc.) about the individuals, ideas, 
cultures, or events within the chapters. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 4 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and 

refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how 

Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10; how the use of "sovereignty" in 

official documents impacts legal and political relationship). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students select laws in the U.S. Constitution, State 

Constitutions, or any other legal government 

document.  Within each document, students will 

examine a word of repetition and analyze how it is 

used throughout the context of the piece.  They will 

write a paper, conduct a mini-lesson, or present a 

multi-media production to demonstrate their 

understanding of the word as it is used. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Identifies and defines key terms within the document. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students select laws in the U.S. Constitution, State 

Constitutions, or any other legal government 

document.  Within each document, students will 

examine words of repetition and define how they are 

used throughout the context of the piece.   

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 5 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or 

her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, 

convincing, and engaging. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students select a formal speech, sermon, or political 

argument such as Jonathan Edwards’ “Sinners in the 

hands of an Angry God,” or John Kerry’s speech 

regarding soldiers in Vietnam.  Students read and 

evaluate the structure as it relates to the message and 

main points of the piece.  Students list points of 

anaphora, chiasmus, or other repetitive structures.  

Then, they write their own piece emulating the 

structures and styles of the author chosen. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Identifies structural uses of language as it makes a point. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students select a formal speech, sermon, or political 
argument such as Jonathan Edwards’ “Sinners in the 
hands of an Angry God,” or John Kerry’s speech 
regarding soldiers in Vietnam.  Students read and 
evaluate the structure as it relates to the message and 
main points of the piece.  Students list points of 
anaphora, chiasmus, or other repetitive structures. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Craft and Structure # 6 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text, including texts by and 

about Montana American Indians, in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, 

analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness, or 

beauty of the text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students read Stan Gibson’s “Witnesses to Carnage” 

regarding the Marias Massacre in northern Montana.  

After reading each perspective, students evaluate at 

least 5 of the witnesses and their styles of recounting 

the event.  They will evaluate the persuasiveness of 

each witness and share with the class the effectiveness 

of each.   

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Understands the variety of perspectives in a historical event. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students read Stan Gibson’s “Witnesses to Carnage” 
regarding the Marias Massacre in northern Montana.  
After reading each perspective, students list 3 
differences and similarities regarding the event. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 7 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different 

media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to 

address a question or solve a problem. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will select a topic of scientific debate or 

discovery (evolution vs. intelligent design, global 

warming, cloning, etc.), research the subject using 

multiple sources of information on both sides of the 

subject, evaluate the reliability of each source, then 

synthesize their own opinion based on the findings of 

the research.   In the end, they may present it, write it, 

create a visual display, etc.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Research one topic using multiple sources in order to address a question or solve a 

problem. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will select a topic of scientific debate or 
discovery (evolution vs. intelligent design, global 
warming, cloning, etc.), research the subject using 
multiple sources of information on both sides of the 
subject and form an opinion based on the information.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 8 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts including those that 

dealt with American Indians, including the application of constitutional principles 

and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court majority opinions and 

dissents) and the premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy 

(e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses, American Indian policies). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will research laws the US government created 

under the Reorganization Act.  Students will examine 

certain cultural and legal groups such as AIM and 

compare the US government’s purpose of the laws 

with such groups regarding the chosen specific law.  

Students will be assigned a certain group and that 

group will explain the legal reasoning behind the 

support or dissent regarding the chosen law in a class 

presentation. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Researches the purpose behind a law. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will research laws the US government created 
under the Reorganization Act.  They will create a 
source list as well as the major arguments of purpose 
for those laws. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas # 9 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century foundational U.S. 

documents of historical and literary significance (including The Declaration of 

Independence, the Preamble to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights,  

Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address, American Indian treaties, and Iroquois 

Confederacy) for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will select one of the 3.0 documents listed (or 

another of the teacher’s choosing) and explain how 

the rhetorical features impact the text’s theme.  

Students should use some construct such as SOAPS 

(situation, occasion, audiences, purpose, speaker) to 

determine what rhetorical tools were used and why. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Finds the main ideas of the document. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students or the teacher will orally read one of the 3.0 
texts or excerpts from the text.  Upon completion 
students will identify and describe the main ideas in 50 
words or less. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Anchor Standards for Reading ~ Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity # 10 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 11–

CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end 

of the range.  By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at 

the high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and 

proficiently. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Using http://lexile.com/fab/ students will find an 

informational text within the 11-CCR lexile band, read 

it while taking dialectical notes and create some form 

of literary analysis (ex. written paper, multi-media 

presentation, speech, mini-lesson, etc.). 

 2.5   

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Read the text and take notes of summary. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Using http://lexile.com/fab/ students will find an 
informational text within the 11-CCR lexile band, read it 
while taking summative notes. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  

http://lexile.com/fab/
http://lexile.com/fab/
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 

Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 1 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, including 
culturally diverse topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from 

alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, 
and evidence. 

b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while 
pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, 
concerns, values, and possible biases. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and 
clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and 
counterclaims. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the 
discipline in which they are writing. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will research and 

debate selected topics in any 

of a variety of  debate styles, 

such as Lincoln/Douglass or 

courtroom format. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student is 
 able to successfully use 3 of the 5 substandards (a – e, above); 
 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas 
and processes. 

· Outline the argument to be used in the debate, 
including position, supporting evidence, 
counterargument, and a concluding statement. 

· Students will research various types of appeal—ethos, 
logos, pathos—to assist in preparation for debate. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 

Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 2 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on 

that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, 
tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of 
the topic. 

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and 
clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to 
manage the complexity of the topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of 
the discipline in which they are writing. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation 
presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Compose a research paper 

on a topic of personal 

choice and relevance such 

as consumption of soda on 

teenage obesity or how 

social networking is 

changing the way people 

communicate in our society. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: is able to successfully use 4 of the 6 substandards. 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and 
processes. 

· After brainstorming, choose a topic of personal choice 
and relevance and create a thorough outline, which 
includes at least 4 of the 3.0 criteria (above). 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 

Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Text Types and Purposes # 3 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its significance, establishing 

one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of 
experiences or events. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop 
experiences, events, and/or characters. 

c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole and 
build toward a particular tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution). 

d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, 
events, setting, and/or characters. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course 
of the narrative. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Compose an essay in which 

they select a significant 

event from their life, retell 

the event and connect the 

event to its impact on their 

life today. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student:  is able to successfully use 3 of the 5 substandards 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas 
and processes. 

· After brainstorming, choose a topic of personal choice 
and relevance and create an outline that clearly 
organizes the content including at least 3 of the 3.0 
criteria from above. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



657 
 

GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 

Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 4 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations 

for writing types are defined in writing standards 1-3.) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Communicate to a variety of audiences in varying 

formats such as: application letter to potential 

employer, informal email to a friend, public service 

announcement to student body or blog on school 

website. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

occasionally develops writing to task, purpose and audience. 

 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· After receiving examples of the above modes of writing, 
students will identify and discuss differences in 
similarities in task, purpose and audience. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

  



658 
 

GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 

Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 5 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 

significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should 

demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grades 11-

12.) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Practice using a variety of prewriting techniques that 

works best for task at hand such as diagramming, 

graphing, brainstorming, free writing or listing. 

· Use a variety of editing techniques such as peer 

critique, reading aloud to self or others, utilizing an 

online editor or completing revising rubrics. 

· Use a variety of strategies including cause/effect, 

problem/solution, how-to, spatial, definition, or 

question/answer to experiment with approaches. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Is able to plan, revise, edit, and rewrite with help from the teacher. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Review types of prewriting and practice the one 
technique with which they are least familiar. 

· Review types of editing techniques 
· Review and identify strategies for writing. 
· After given a list of topics, students identify which 

strategy should be used to best relate the information. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



659 
 

GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 

Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Production and Distribution of Writing # 6 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual 

or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new 

arguments or information. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Extend the activity below by having classmates share 

alternative views and opinions in an online forum such 

as Moodle, Edmodo, blog, or YouTube. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student:  

Uses technology to present ideas without updating or including new arguments 

and information. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Create a Prezi or Power Point on a controversial topic 

in American politics such as immigration or 

government-run health care.  

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 

  



660 
 

GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 

Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 7 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

-  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 

(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the 

inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 

demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Before reading a complex novel (James Joyce’s Portrait 

of the Artist as Young Man, Ralph Ellison’s Invisible 

Man, or Joseph Heller’s Catch 22, for example) 

students generate questions about the time period, 

the author, and the major themes in order to conduct 

relevant research. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Is able to generate  some questions with a limited range, 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Provide students with a set of research questions 
designed to increase contextual knowledge before 
reading a novel. Working in small groups, students will 
create a novel guide, including various sources of 
information, to help them navigate the novel. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 

  



661 
 

GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 

Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 8 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, 

using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each 

source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience;  

integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, 

avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard 

format for citation. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will use EBSCO (or other online database) to 

research and write about a potential career path, 

including detail such as educational requirements, job 

availability, salary and benefit information, and the 

potential for growth. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Is able to gather some information from a few different source, avoiding 

plagiarism. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students will use EBSCO (or other online database) to 
research a potential career path, including detail such 
as educational requirements, job availability, salary and 
benefit information, and the potential for growth. 
Student will follow the stages of writing up to the 
outline phase. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
  



662 
 

GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 

Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Research to Build and Present Knowledge # 9 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts, including those by and about 

American Indians, to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

b. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate 
and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the application of 
constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court 
Case majority opinions and dissents] and the premises, purposes, and 
arguments in works of public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist, presidential 
addresses, American Indian Policies]”). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 In a cross-curricular project, students partner with 

classmates in American Government or U.S. History to 

research some aspect of U.S. policy/law that pertains 

to American Indians. The project should include 

historical context, specific examples of case law, and 

an analysis of the impact and outcome. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Is able to draw and compile relevant evidence from research, 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· In a cross-curricular project, students partner with 
classmates in American Government or U.S. History to 
research some aspect of U.S. policy/law that pertains to 
American Indians. Students will present their findings as 
a group. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



663 
 

GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR WRITING 

Anchor Standards for Writing ~ Range of Writing # 10 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects  

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Lit Logs, journal entries, reflections . . . Writing 

Notebook. 

· On –demand essays (AP-, SAT-style prompts) 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Usually participates in multiple draft assignments, completing prewriting and 

outlines, and at least one draft. The student is able to write a clear thesis and at 

least one supporting paragraph, and a conclusion in timed writings. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Given a timed-write prompt, students are expected to 
create a three-paragraph essay, which will include a 
relevant introduction, supporting paragraph and 
conclusion. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
  



664 
 

GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Comprehension and Collaboration # 1 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.  

Score 

3.0 

The student will: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, 
well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and 
establish individual roles as needed.  

c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing 
for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 
divergent and creative perspectives. 

d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, with specific attention to culture; synthesize comments, claims, and 
evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional 
information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Working in small groups, 

students will research and 

prepare a proposal (to be 

presented in any of a variety 

of possible formats) to the 

school board in order to 

change an aspect of the 

school handbook. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and processes as the 
student: is able to meet 2 of the 4 substandards in 3.0,  
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas 
and processes. 

· Students engage in a roundtable discussion about a 
topic of importance and interest, listening and speaking 
appropriately. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



665 
 

GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Comprehension and Collaboration # 2 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media 

(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and 

solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting 

any discrepancies among the data. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· As part of a research project in which students are 

required to use both online and print material, as well 

as graphic representations of information, students 

will create an annotated bibliography to rate the 

credibility of their sources 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Is able to compile and present information successfully; 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· The class engages in a discussion about the differences 
in domain names and various types of credible sources 
as a pre-research activity. Then, students must locate at 
least 3 credible sources. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

  



666 
 

GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Comprehension and Collaboration # 3 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 

including culturally diverse contexts, assessing the stance, premises, links among 

ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· After viewing some (or all) of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s I 

Have a Dream, Chief Joseph’s I Will Fight no More 

Forever or Sojourner Truth’s Ain’t I a Woman?, 

students will indentify the various aspects of 3.0 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Is able to identify point of view, some examples of reasoning and evidence, and 

tone; 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· As part of the presentation process (in any given 
speaking assignment), students take turns evaluating 
each other’s point of view, reasoning, evidence, etc. 
*This may also be applied to notable speeches. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 

  



667 
 

GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 4 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and 

distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, 

alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, 

development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a 

range of formal and informal tasks. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· After reading Lord of the Flies, students will attempt to 

“convict” Jack of murder by creating an opening 

statement (position), presenting evidence, and 

summarizing their position. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Presents a clear position, some evidence, and organizes information so that 

listeners are able to understand the student’s line of reasoning, 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students gather evidence that could support a 
conviction of Jack (or any of his gang) in a mock trial. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



668 
 

GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 5 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and 

interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, 

reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Throughout the year, students will be required to 

create and maintain a portfolio of presentations that 

will reflect the use of various audio/visual software to 

enhance their work. Examples include PowerPoint, 

Prezi, Slide Rocket, etc. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

 Is able to make strategic use of digital media.  

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students are introduced to a variety of visual 
presentation software programs and are given time to 
practice and play with them. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 

  



669 
 

GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening ~Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas # 6 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of 

formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 11-12 Language 

standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students role play in a variety of contexts, such as a job 

interview, a product demonstration, a sales pitch, and 

a wedding toast in order to demonstrate the various 

modes of address in English. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Shows some awareness of the various speaking modes required in English; 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· In a class discussion, students are asked to identify 
various speech modes and the appropriate time for 
each register. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 

  



670 
 

GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change 

over time, and is sometimes contested. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students compare language conventions between two 

notable authors, such as Hemingway and McCarthy, 

making note of specific aspects of the authors’ syntax, 

punctuation, and style. 

· To extend the task below, students will emulate a 

particular author’s style, paying attention to syntax, 

punctuation, and structure. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

 is able to recognize deviations from standard language usage. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students compare language conventions between two 

notable authors, such as Hemingway and McCarthy, 

making note of general differences. 

 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 
  



671 
 

GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 1 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

b. Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g., 

Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American 

Usage) as needed. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Before submitting the final draft, students will utilize 

an online editor, such as Paper Rater or Turnitin.com, 

and address any usage errors. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Demonstrates an understanding of basic grammar concepts. 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· D.O.L. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 
  



672 
 

GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Observe hyphenation conventions. 

 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· After consulting an acknowledged source 

(http://grammar.quickanddirtytips.com/grammar-

hyphens.aspx for example), students will create and 

exchange a hyphenation quiz with a partner. 

 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Recognizes and sometimes observes the basic rules regarding hyphen use, 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· With a partner, students research and present at least 
one use of the hyphen. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 

 

  

http://grammar.quickanddirtytips.com/grammar-hyphens.aspx
http://grammar.quickanddirtytips.com/grammar-hyphens.aspx
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Conventions of Standard English # 2 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

b. Spell correctly. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will receive a sample essay with numerous 

spelling errors. Their task is to correctly identify and 

spell the target words. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Is able to understand that word meaning influences spelling,  

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students create and maintain a running list of 
homophones and other commonly confused words to 
be posted in the classroom and in a writing notebook. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Knowledge of Language # 3  
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 

contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more 

fully when reading or listening. 

a. Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for 

guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex 

texts when reading. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students will compare two texts—one informational 

and the other literary—in order to identify and explain 

language functions in different contexts. For example, 

students could bring a History textbook and compare 

the language and style to a fictional text, or compare a 

legal document with a blog. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Is able to identify basic differences in obviously dissimilar texts, 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Other examples include an informal email or text 
message versus a formal business letter, in which the 
differences are obvious. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 11–12reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies, recognizing the role culture plays in the development of 
language. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 

word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word 

or phrase. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students are given a grade 11 12 reading and content 

appropriate passage, which is chosen for complex or 

advanced vocabulary. Students must correctly define 

[preselected] words using context clues and word 

function within the sentence. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Understands the role of context in predicting definitions, 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students are given a set of words, all of which have 
multiple meanings—practice, for example. After 
studying the words, students will correctly define 
specific examples of the various words using context 
clues.  

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 11–12reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies, recognizing the role culture plays in the development of 
language. 

b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 

meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Students use the lists generated (see below) and 

create sentences that demonstrate knowledge of 

correct usage. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

b.  identifies differences in spelling and part of speech with words with a similar 

meaning (e.g., frustrate, frustration) 

 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

· Students create lists of vocabulary in which the words 
have a similar meaning, with a change in spelling and 
part of speech.  For example, promote and promotion, 
quick, quickness, quickly, computer, computation, 
compute, etc. Additionally, students review noun, verb, 
and adjective suffixes. (For reference see About.com’s 
“Grammar and Composition” entry.) 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

·  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies, recognizing the role culture plays in the development of 
language. 
c.Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 

glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 

word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its 

etymology, or its standard usage. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

· Given a list of Indo-European roots, students will trace 

one root’s development into the modern era to 

demonstrate changes in the meaning, usage, 

pronunciation and spelling in various cultures. 

Students will present their work in an essay, citing 

multiple sources. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Is able to use reference materials to clarify word meanings and part of speech. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a list of Indo-European roots, students will trace 
one root’s development into the modern era to 
demonstrate changes in the meaning and usage (and 
perhaps pronunciation and spelling) Students will 
present their work graphically. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 4  
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 11-12reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range 
of strategies, recognizing the role culture plays in the development of language. 

d.Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase 

(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students are given difficult excerpts from texts at or 

above the Lexile band of 11-CCR.  The teacher will 

highlight words or phrases for the students to define.   

Additionally, the students will disclose the strategies in 

which they use.  The students must check their 

answers using a dictionary.   

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Is able to locate the various definitions of a word in a reference source; 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students review strategies when tackling difficult 
vocabulary such as, context clues, Greek or Latin roots, 
cultural backgrounds, etc. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go 

beyond what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with 

partial success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 

nuances in word meanings. 

a.Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and 

analyze their role in the text. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock as a text, students 

will engage in an “allusion scavenger hunt” where they find 

the original textual excerpts from Eliot’s work and then 

incorporate them into the understanding of the text. 

 Students will bring in a significant excerpt from a novel, short 

story, etc. Through class discussions, students will locate and 

analyze figurative language and discuss its impact on the 

passage. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 

content 
 

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Is able to correctly identify the figure of speech, 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Using The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock as a text, students 
will engage in an “allusion scavenger hunt” where they find 
the original textual excerpts from Eliot’s work. 

 Students will bring in a significant excerpt from a novel, short 
story, etc. Through class discussions, students will locate and 
analyze figurative language. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 

content 
 

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of 

the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 5 
Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will categorize vocabulary words by 

expanding the meaning words.  They will create three 

column synonyms and raise the vocabulary level of 

each column.  For example, a variety, a myriad, or a 

gallimaufry.  Students create sentences using the 

vocabulary to show appropriate placement of the 

words in context. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Can recognize that words often have synonyms, 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Students will categorize vocabulary words by expanding 
the meaning words.  They will create three column 
synonyms and raise the vocabulary level of each 
column.  For example, a variety, a myriad, or a 
gallimaufry. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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GRADE: 11TH - 12TH 

RCCC STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE 

Anchor Standards for Language ~ Vocabulary Acquisition and Use # 6 

Montana Common Core Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 

Score 

4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what 

was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

  

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 

success. 
 

Score 

3.0 

The student will:  

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and 

career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 

knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 

expression. 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After researching a career of their choice, students will 

create a document in a sharing program such as 

Evernote or Screenr citing vocabulary common to this 

area and its importance to training, education and field 

experience. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content  

Score 

2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 

processes as the student: 

Acquires some academic and domain-specific vocabulary, sometimes needing 

guidance in gathering vocabulary. 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 

complex ideas and processes. 

 Create a running list of words to display in a poster or 
to keep in a learning log. 

 1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 content  

Score 1.0 With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 

more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 0.0 Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

11th-12th  Vocabulary Lists 
in-text citation parenthetical information inference 
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MLA format 

explicit vs. implicit 

thesis statement 

essay structure 

theme 

protagonist/antagonist  
major/minor 

plot diagram 

connotative/denotative  
· figurative 

· informal/formal 
tension flashbacks parallel plots pacing 

plot structure 

compare/contrast  
cultural elements 

point of view 

figurative 

· connotative 

rhetoric devices  
organization 

repetition 

sentence arrangement 

· point of view 

· aim, 
subject,  
audience,  
medium 
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Resources: 
 

Common Core 

http://www.corestandards.org/resources 

http://commoncore.org/maps/ 

  

Writing 

http://www.dianahacker.com/instructor.html 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ 

  

Reading/Literacy 

  

Listening/Speaking 

  

Media 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/common-core-standards/id439424555?mt=8 

http://www.tewtjournal.org/ 

http://www.tewtjournal.org/VOL%2010/ISSUE%201/on_the_web.pdf 
 

Strunk and White’s Elements of Style 
 
Daily Oral Language exercises 
 
http://www.englishcompanion.com 
 
AP help 
AP Language and Composition exam home page 
 
SAT and ACT information 
http://sat.collegeboard.org/home 
 
http://www.actstudent.org/ 
 
homework helpers! 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/ 
 
http://www.grammarbook.com/ 
 
  

http://www.corestandards.org/resources
http://commoncore.org/maps/
http://www.dianahacker.com/instructor.html
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/common-core-standards/id439424555?mt=8
http://www.tewtjournal.org/
http://www.tewtjournal.org/VOL%2010/ISSUE%201/on_the_web.pdf
http://www.englishcompanion.com/
http://sat.collegeboard.org/home
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/http:/owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/
http://www.grammarbook.com/
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literary terms 
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms.html 
 
American author lit canon 
http://www.readliterature.com/american.htm 
 
reading resources 
http://www.pagebypagebooks.com/ 
 
http://www.learningtechniques.com/speedreadingtips.html 
 
http://www.classicreader.com/browse/3/title/ 
 
writing resources/ idea generators 
 
http://dictionary.reference.com/writing/ 
 
http://www.enhancemywriting.com/ 
 
http://www.writefix.com/argument/topics.htm 
 

Online Resources 
Vocabahead.com – Vocab videos 
Paperrater.com – Checks writing for students and plagiarism for teachers 
 
http://www.grammarbook.com/english_rules.asp - Grammar rules 
 
dictionary.com 
smartaboutcollege.org – SAT prep site 
collegeboard.org – ACT prep site 
voicethread.com – online discussions 
 
http://mtcis.intocareers.org – Career interest surveys, resume builders, college information 
 
http://thewritesource.com/writing_topics/#inc – Writing prompts 
 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/ - Citing sources 
 
http://www.englishcompanion.com – Academic vocabulary lists & teaching ideas 
 

http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/English_Language_Arts/ela_assessment_tools.shtml - sample rubrics 

http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms.html
http://www.readliterature.com/american.htm
http://www.pagebypagebooks.com/
http://www.learningtechniques.com/speedreadingtips.html
http://www.classicreader.com/browse/3/title/
http://dictionary.reference.com/writing/
http://www.enhancemywriting.com/
http://www.writefix.com/argument/topics.htm
http://www.grammarbook.com/english_rules.asp
http://mtcis.intocareers.org/
http://thewritesource.com/writing_topics/#inc
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/
http://www.englishcompanion.com/
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/English_Language_Arts/ela_assessment_tools.shtml

