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Who’s my counselor?

Last names H-Q

Mercury is the closest 
planet to the Sun and

the smallest one 

Last names R-ZLast names A-G

Allyson Owens-Horton Josephine McClain Kinsey Williams
aowens6003@pcssd.org jmcclain0829@pcssd.org kwilliams9605@pcssd.org

Maumelle
Counselors

Website
UNDER

CONSTRUCTION

https://mhs.pcssd.org/o/maumelle-high-school/page/counseling
https://mhs.pcssd.org/o/maumelle-high-school/page/counseling
https://mhs.pcssd.org/o/maumelle-high-school/page/counseling
https://mhs.pcssd.org/o/maumelle-high-school/page/counseling


● Intro

● General Info

○ Common Issues and Point of Contact

○ Graduation Information and Requirements

○ NCAA

○ Community Service Learning

● Senior To-Do List

● What is important in college planning?

● College Fairs

● Choosing a college

● College Admissions Testing

● Paying for College

● Important Dates

● Sources of Info

● Questions

Agenda - Please pay attention to the hyperlinks in blue. 



Who should I contact for….?

Attendance
The attendance clerk,  

Mrs. Simpson
vsimpson9552@pcssd.org 

Testing
The testing coordinator, 

Mrs. Deneke
sdeneke7459@pcssd.org 

Transcripts
& other official 

documents

The registrar, Mrs. Howard
jhoward@pcssd.org 

Concerns 
with a teacher

1st point of contact: The  teacher
Administrative Team 

Mr. Young, Principal- jyoung@pcssd.org 
Mr. Hopson, Asst. Principal- thopson@pcssd.org 
Mr. Ingram, Asst. Principal- tingram4998@pcssd.org 
Mrs. Isaac, Asst. Principal- lisaac1304@pcssd.org 

The teacher for that 
class.

Chromebooks
The librarian, Mr. Davis
cdavis7175@pcssd.org 

Grades or 
Attendance

MHS
Staff page 

mailto:vsimpson9552@pcssd.org
mailto:sdeneke7459@pcssd.org
mailto:jhoward@pcssd.org
mailto:jyoung@pcssd.org
mailto:thopson@pcssd.org
mailto:tingram4998@pcssd.org
mailto:lisaac1304@pcssd.org
mailto:cdavis7175@pcssd.org
https://mhs.pcssd.org/o/maumelle-high-school/staff
https://mhs.pcssd.org/o/maumelle-high-school/staff
https://mhs.pcssd.org/o/maumelle-high-school/staff


GRADUATION!
May 21, 2022 @ 9:00 a.m.

UALR Jack Stephens Center 

***ALL students are required to attend graduation 
rehearsal on Wednesday, May 18 at 9 AM in order to 
participate at graduation.***
*** Students MUST complete ALL graduation 
requirements to participate (Walk)  in graduation exercises 
and receive their diploma
***ALL REQUIREMENTS MUST COMPLETED ONE WEEK 
BEFORE GRADUATION

https://ualr.edu/www/venue/jack-stephens-center-2/


Credits required for Graduation

Required Credits
22 total credits

● 4 English
● 4 Math
● 3 Social Studies
● 3 Science
● Oral Communication
● Fine Arts
● PE
● Health
● 6 Career Focus

Smart Core
Smart Core students must take 
a math greater than Algebra II.

Computer Science
Computer Science classes 

count as flex credit for a 3rd 
Science or 4th Math credit.

● Digital Learning
● Arkansas Civics Exam- must pass
● Personal Finance- Econ or Personal Finance PCSSD 

Course 

Offerings

Smart Core 
Information

Smart Core Waiver

Computer Science
Flex Credit

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ru6XpH_2yrdMWhdsuF9i-TeTgOEyo5gVMz74wsgWyso/edit?usp=sharing
#
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1132004/21-22_High_School_Course_Descriptions.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1132004/21-22_High_School_Course_Descriptions.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1132004/21-22_High_School_Course_Descriptions.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EpNUm64NrZaOKgiUdvXs07re7ygLpD2FxfL3o4CsMsQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EpNUm64NrZaOKgiUdvXs07re7ygLpD2FxfL3o4CsMsQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KIPMLsBJupmd3M12ymDzyXMNj1EIelgAlpmflyCunZc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1j9WF2g_gLkwwHjQIetJ3nRHRQhCqOUJ-YkPuRJVNGvI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1j9WF2g_gLkwwHjQIetJ3nRHRQhCqOUJ-YkPuRJVNGvI/edit?usp=sharing


Students need a cumulative GPA of 
3.5 or higher (no rounding)

Honor Grad. Status

Will be determined by class rank 
once all grades are final after the 
2nd semester of Senior year.

Valedictorian
& Salutatorian

Class Ranking Status

Students are ranked at the end of 1st 
semester of Senior year for scholarships 
and college applications. Final ranking is 
computed at the end of the school year. 



● It’s the responsibility of the parents and/or students to 
register through the NCAA eligibility center to ensure they 
meet all requirements.

● Please let your counselor know if you plan to participate in 
athletics at the college level so they can help advise 
course selection and graduation track.

● For DI and DII schools: 
○ 16 core courses by the end of their senior year. Student will typically take 14 core 

courses to meet graduation requirements. Most students will make up the 2 
remaining by taking 2 years of foreign language or taking more science or social 
studies credits.

○ Students will need to have a CORE GPA of 2.3 or higher with a qualifying ACT or 
SAT score.

○ Student will need to be registered through the NCAA portal.

NCAA Eligibility Center

NCAA

https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
#
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/


Service Log

Reflective Piece 1 credit will be 

placed on 
your 

transcript!

75 hours 
total

9th-12th 
grade

Community 
Service Learning

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-ucm0F0CY4pJVmuBM8KoRgwXG6AV9qlIzS38Wc61t_M/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oFHd_Upcfif3yXpbPQY79AB1mk9xcSBmg3ADqAXe1WI/edit?usp=sharing


SENIOR TO-DO LIST!

Military College
Technical Certificate 

and Programs

FAQs

Workforce

● Ensure job and 
know what 
direction you want 
to go with the 
company.

● Ask about 
advancement 
opportunities or 
continuing 
education.

● Take ASVAB: Oct. 
27 & March 8 

● Meet/reach out to 
recruiters.

● Decide which 
branch is a good 
fit for you.

● Compare benefit 
and incentive 
packages.

● Apply to narrowed list of colleges
● Request official transcript from 

registrar
○ Request shot records and test 

scores included
● Complete FAFSA
● Retake ACT if needed
● Complete YOUniversal 

application for AR scholarships 
and grants

● Check the counseling website 
routinely for updated scholarship 
information

● Research, visit, and 
compare programs
○ Make calls
○ Compare timelines
○ Employment? 
○ Financial Aid?

● Some programs may be 
offered at local 
community colleges

● Complete YOUniversal 
app to see if the 
program is covered by 
AR grant or scholarship

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FiXERyh17mGye4qe6KyuAWd9kourSstV1X5nODdqu3U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1P0G6ktAB5Vd6Rqm3XIi2R99mdxC28X-bSyO3LqSRHzg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A_IvaEXl7_aY_5kvKK99ZeiUem9k-t58qGXSSh1XrH0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A_IvaEXl7_aY_5kvKK99ZeiUem9k-t58qGXSSh1XrH0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Nc_H61BTNOu0tck0CdxDtwy52rL_RcAfygi-h3P6g6o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Nc_H61BTNOu0tck0CdxDtwy52rL_RcAfygi-h3P6g6o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XGNxxsLthZ79PcOddrRGzPYKzUAmibvFBtV3eqL90fU/edit?usp=sharing
https://mhs.pcssd.org/o/maumelle-high-school/page/counseling


What is important in college planning?

Researching and 
visiting colleges

Deadlines

Activities and 
Extracurricular 

Activities

Scholarships and 
financial aid

COST

College 
Admissions 
Testing

GPA and 
Transcript

What can I afford?

Finding a 
good fit!



Cumulative GPA and Transcripts

Make sure transcript 
is error free

● Directory Data (name, 
DOB, etc)

● Courses
● Grades
● GPA

Contact registrar to 
make corrections

jhoward@pcssd.org 

Understand 
6-semester 
implications

● Students will apply to 
college with Junior grades

● Senior grades are also 
important

mailto:jhoward@pcssd.org


● Think about things you are involved in - what have you learned?

● Be able to account for time outside school - how do you spend free 
time?

● Activities can be anything you spend your time on.

● This is a great place to being thinking about personal essays.

● “Strengths Explorer” in Naviance

● Ask friends and/or family what they see as your strengths or 
weaknesses.

Activities and Extracurriculars



COVID update:

● Many colleges have 

certain restrictions for 

in-person visits.

● Check individual college 

websites for requirements 

during your visit.

● Attend college rep visits at MHS
● Sign up on Naviance - list under “what’s new” section 

on home page
● Visit college campuses in person - sign up on college 

website
● “College Supermatch” in Naviance if you don’t know 

where to start.

Researching and Visiting Colleges



How to choose a college - types of schools

Safety
School

● “Slam Dunk” for 
admission

● Top 25% of 
students at this 
university

● Financially 
reasonable

Target
Schools

Reach
Schools

● Meet all 
admissions 
requirements

● Mid 50% range
● Financially 

attainable

● May be deficient in some 
admission requirements

● May be a financial reach
● ALL colleges with under 

a 25% admit rate are 
reach schools regardless 
of student academics.



How to choose a college- finding a good fit

Other factors

Outside 
Opportunities

Questions to ask yourself

Academics Lifestyle

● Majors, Honors College, 
Research Opportunities

● Are you in mid 50%?

● Internships
● Study Abroad

● Greek Life
● Community around college
● On campus housing

● Cost
● Distance from home
● Size
● Setting

● Will I be supported? (health, 
academics, social)

● Can I pursue my interests here?
● Will I be comfortable being me?
● Is the experience worth the cost?



Creating a college list on Naviance



Creating a college list on Naviance

For colleges NOT on Common App list, you 
will add them manually in Naviance. 



Creating a college list on Naviance

For colleges on Common App list, you 
must add the transcript request manually. 

1

2
3



Virtual Fair 

October 5 COLLEGE FAIRS



COVID update:

● Many colleges are still 

“test optional” 

● They will not penalize you 

if you do not submit an 

ACT or SAT score. 

● Test scores will be used 

for placement only

● Test scores are just one 

piece of the puzzle

ACTCOLLEGE ADMISSIONS TESTING

CEEB Code for MHS: 041861
SAT

https://act.org/
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat


Scholarships

FAFSA

Paying for 
College and 

Trade School

Free Application for 

Federal Student Aid

● Institutions (UCA, ATU)

● Arkansas Division of 

Higher Education

● Privately Funded

Federal Student Aid

Arkansas Student 

Loan Authority

How to Pay for College

magazine

Creating a FAFSA 

account

FSA ToolKit

College Planning Services

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstudentaid.gov%2Fdata-center%2Fstudent%2Fapplication-volume%2Ffaq&data=02%7C01%7CLJuhl%40asla.info%7C14a1e3c03c2548ca6c5508d850186320%7C02fc8d01f7144fb8a4aeb39600952b6f%7C0%7C0%7C637347412965282200&sdata=eiZyErKiLp2iCaA0auW4%2FJbYXlAs8agyfXyPYNZfbDw%3D&reserved=0
https://scholarships.adhe.edu/
https://scholarships.adhe.edu/
https://sites.google.com/pcssd.org/mhscounselingdepartment/scholarships
http://www.studentaid.gov/
http://www.studentaid.gov/
https://edfinancial.cld.bz/How-To-Pay-For-College-2020-21-ASLA
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstudentaid.gov%2Ffsa-id%2Fcreate-account%2Flaunch&data=02%7C01%7CLJuhl%40asla.info%7C14a1e3c03c2548ca6c5508d850186320%7C02fc8d01f7144fb8a4aeb39600952b6f%7C0%7C0%7C637347412965292193&sdata=ovLSVe7OF9hDcX2nOk8IJth1DDyAPQEDW3c1Y82kvdQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstudentaid.gov%2Ffsa-id%2Fcreate-account%2Flaunch&data=02%7C01%7CLJuhl%40asla.info%7C14a1e3c03c2548ca6c5508d850186320%7C02fc8d01f7144fb8a4aeb39600952b6f%7C0%7C0%7C637347412965292193&sdata=ovLSVe7OF9hDcX2nOk8IJth1DDyAPQEDW3c1Y82kvdQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffinancialaidtoolkit.ed.gov%2Ftk%2Fresources%2Fall.jsp&data=02%7C01%7CLJuhl%40asla.info%7C14a1e3c03c2548ca6c5508d850186320%7C02fc8d01f7144fb8a4aeb39600952b6f%7C0%7C0%7C637347412965292193&sdata=XpF6F4jmNkO%2F4htfCvHyASqUMp4RRamy4z%2FRgZ6aQdE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.asla.info/College-Planning-Services


The Workforce Challenge Scholarship was created in the 2017 legislative session 
and is funded by lottery revenue for the purpose of workforce training in high 
demand areas of healthcare, information technology, and industry. 

● Non-credit, workforce training classes also count.
● Minimum Eligibility Requirements

○ Must be an Arkansas resident and US Citizen/Lawful permanent 
resident

○ Must be high school graduate or received high school equivalency
○ Must not be a current recipient of the AR Challenge Scholarship

■ If student is offered both, system will default to ACS.
○ Must attend an eligible Arkansas institution
○ Must be in satisfactory academic standing
○ Must maintain eligibility requirements

Arkansas Workforce Challenge AWC
Scholarship

https://scholarships.adhe.edu/scholarships/detail/arkansas-workforce-challenge
https://scholarships.adhe.edu/scholarships/detail/arkansas-workforce-challenge
https://scholarships.adhe.edu/scholarships/detail/arkansas-workforce-challenge


Governor’s Distinguished 
Scholarship

● Eligibility:
○ 32 ACT or 1410 SAT; AND
○ 3.5 Academic GPA; OR
○ National Merit Finalist or National Achievement Scholar

● Up to 375 awards per year
● Up to $10,000 per year
● Recipients must:

○ Attend college full time- 15 semester hours
■ 12 hours during Freshman Fall semester

○ Complete 27 hours the first year
■ 30 hours each year thereafter

○ Maintain a 3.25 GPA
○ Be enrolled in a program leading to a Bachelor’s 

Degree
● Can now enroll part-time as Seniors and receive a prorated 

award amount. (ACT 834)

 

Governor’s Distinguished

ACT 755 Challenge & 
Governor’s Distinguished 

Stacking

● Students can now receive 
ACS AND GDS

● Challenge will supplement 
GDS awards
○ EX: Freshman will 

receive $9000 from 
GDS and $1000 from 
ACS.

DEADLINE: 

FEBRUARY 1

#
https://scholarships.adhe.edu/scholarships/detail/governors-distinguished-scholarship
https://scholarships.adhe.edu/scholarships/detail/governors-distinguished-scholarship


● Full-time= 15 

semester hours

○ 12 semester 

hours 
Freshman Fall 

semester

AR 
Governor’s 
Scholars

Arkansas 
Governor’s 
Scholars 
program

● Maintain a 3.0 

GPA
○ Program leads 

to a Bachelor’s 

DegreeCONTINUING 

ELIGIBILITY

● Recipients must 

complete 27 hours 

the first year and 

30 hours each year 

thereafter.

https://www.sos.arkansas.gov/uploads/rulesRegs/Arkansas%20Register/2005/sep_2005/008.10.05-006.pdf
https://www.sos.arkansas.gov/uploads/rulesRegs/Arkansas%20Register/2005/sep_2005/008.10.05-006.pdf
https://www.sos.arkansas.gov/uploads/rulesRegs/Arkansas%20Register/2005/sep_2005/008.10.05-006.pdf
https://www.sos.arkansas.gov/uploads/rulesRegs/Arkansas%20Register/2005/sep_2005/008.10.05-006.pdf


FOR TRADITIONAL STUDENTS

● Basic Eligibility Criteria
○ Accepted for admission at an approved institution of higher education 

as a full-time student in a program of study that leads to a Bachelor’s 
degree, Associate’s Degree, Qualified certificate, or Nursing School 
diploma

○ Applicant must complete the YOUniversal Scholarship Application and 
the FAFSA

○ Must apply during Senior year of high school
○ Must enroll at an institution of higher education as a full-time, 

first-time Freshman
○ Complete at least 27 hours as a full-time, first-time Freshman
○ Achieve at least a 2.5 GPA

Arkansas Academic Challenge AR Academic 
Challenge

Scholarship

https://scholarships.adhe.edu/scholarships/detail/academic-challenge-scholarships
https://scholarships.adhe.edu/scholarships/detail/academic-challenge-scholarships
https://scholarships.adhe.edu/scholarships/detail/academic-challenge-scholarships
https://scholarships.adhe.edu/scholarships/detail/academic-challenge-scholarships


Arkansas Academic Challenge

Academic Eligibility

● Graduate from an 
Arkansas public school, 
private school, or 
homeschool 

● Earn a 19 on the ACT

Test Scores
● Students can now qualify 

using ACT SUPERSCORES 
(ACT 549)

● May substitute a 
comparable score from:
○ SAT 990
○ ASSET 40
○ Compass 64
○ Classic Accuplacer 79
○ Next Generation 

Accuplacer 246

Continuing Eligibility
● 12 Semester hours Fall Semester
● 15 Semester hours per semester 

thereafter
● Successfully complete 27 

semester hours the first year
● Successfully complete 30 hours 

each semester thereafter
● Complete all required remedial 

courses within the first 30 
semester hours after receiving 
the scholarship.

FOR TRADITIONAL STUDENTS



Arkansas Academic Challenge Award Amounts

4 year Institutions

● $1,000 = Freshman
● $4,000 = Sophomore
● $4,000 = Junior
● $5,000 = Senior

Maximum of 120 hours

2 year Institutions

● $1,000 = First year
● $3,000 = Second year

Maximum of five (5) semesters

● Earned credit hours transcript 
and request must be submitted 
by June 1st

● Previous recipients of the 
scholarship will continue to 
receive the amounts stipulated in 
their original award.

● If student has remaining 
eligibility, they can use the 
scholarship towards a graduate 
level or professional degree.

FOR TRADITIONAL STUDENTS



● Local scholarships
○ Local schools (ex: MHS PTSO)
○ Local, state, or national civic groups (JCL or Elks Lodge)
○ Local and national businesses
○ Parent or student work, church affiliation, civic group

● Heritage based scholarship
● Scholarship Search engines
● Need-based, merit-based - some will be both
● FAFSA is usually NOT required
● Visit MHS Scholarship List - Check weekly for updates.

*** Never, Ever pay for scholarship searches!!! 

Private Scholarships

https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTrT6h5WsUbdY8BLq3rlObEgMFDNEW2SheX64fj9w3aolEFU-VcdG7eM1AK0zt_8IIzU-vD5-0s-o4v/pub


Dates to Remember

● October 5: College Fair (virtual)
● October 13: End of 1st Quarter 
● October 18: No School, Professional Development
● November 22-26: Fall Break
● December 20: End of 2nd Quarter
● December 21-January 3: Winter Break
● January 4: No School, Professional Development
● January 17: No School, Martin Luther King, Jr’s birthday
● February 9: No School, Parent Conferences
● March 14: End of 3rd Quarter
● March 21-25: Spring Break
● April 15: No School, Good Friday
● May 2-6: Senior Final Exams
● May 18: Graduation Rehearsal, Jack Stephens Center, UALR
● May 21, 9 AM: Graduation, Jack Stephens Center, UALR

PCSSD

School Calendar

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1083948/2021-2022_School_Calendar_at-a-glance_5.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1083948/2021-2022_School_Calendar_at-a-glance_5.pdf


Sources for Information

JGMN-93PH-8V8S3

Senior 
Schoology 
Course

Arkansas Next 
Magazine

dosborne@pcssd.org

Check your 
email DAILY!

MHS Counseling
Department

https://digital.abpg.com/arkansas-next-money-2021-2022/page/1
https://digital.abpg.com/arkansas-next-money-2021-2022/page/1
https://mhs.pcssd.org/o/maumelle-high-school/page/counseling

