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Thursday & Friday, October 14 & 15–Parent-Teacher 
Conferences (see sign-up information below) 
 
Thursday, October 14 – Senior Parent Meeting, 6:00-
7:00 pm, MPR 3 & 4 (see information below)  
 
Thursday, October 14 – GTA Board of Directors 
Meeting, 6:00-7:00 pm, Aqua 5 Classroom 
 
Monday-Friday, October 18-22 – Homecoming Week  
 
Tuesday, October 19 – School Picture Retakes 
 
Tuesday, October 19 – Senior Parent Meeting via Zoom 
(see information below) 
 
Thursday & Friday, October 21 & 22 – Parent-Teacher 
Conferences (see sign-up information below) 
 
Thursday, October 21 – Choice Theory for Parents, 6:00-
7:00 pm, Intention Room  

 

Secondary Students of the Month selected 
Congratulations to the following Students of the Month 
for September, chosen for their demonstration of the 
character trait of Caring:   
 
Mollie Ettawageshik, grade 8, is the daughter of Amy 

and Joe Ettawageshik.  She loves 
photography and wants to learn more 
about it.  Mollie hopes to continue to 
get good grades through graduation 
and become a member of the 
National Honor Society.  Her goal is to 
attend a great college to further her 

education.  Although undecided as to her career plans, 
Mollie is interested in language arts and theater arts, 
particularly the way actors are able to become different 
characters.  
"Mollie is compassionate in her actions and with her words. I have 
always seen her welcome new students and take the time to help 
those who need it, whether it is with the computer, on an 
assignment, or during passing time." - Mrs. Dix  

Cole Anderson, grade 8, is the son of Bruce and Amy 
Anderson.  His goals for the future are 
numerous, including attending 
college, trying more things that are 
out of his comfort zone, learning to 
speak Japanese, climbing a tall 
mountain and participating in a 
triathlon.  Cole’s vocational interests 

include becoming a chef, an engineer, a professional 
golfer, a builder or an artist! 
" Cole is a thoughtful and caring student who works hard to 
contribute his very best every day. He is polite and positive with 
students and teachers alike. Cole exemplifies GTA character all the 
way!" - Mr. Floering 

 
Tristan Bembeneck, grade 10, is the son of Emily 

Bembeneck and Joshua Riness.  He is 
a member of the National Honor 
Society, which provides him with 
many opportunities to volunteer in 
the community.  He is interested in 
rockets and loves video games, 
running on the cross country team 

and drinking tea.  Tristan has some very specific goals 
for the future, which include running a sub-17-minute 
5K in cross country, graduating with a 4.0 GPA, 
attending the University of Michigan, earning a degree 
in aerospace engineering and working for an aerospace 
lab in Chicago.  
"Tristan is a diligent student and a role model for his classmates. He 
can be well aware that there are teachers and classmates that value 
his contributions as a caring young man with great potential. The 
GTA community praises his efforts." - Mrs. Jackson 
 

Jocelyn Stephen, grade 11, is the daughter of Scott 
Stephen and Hannah Brunk.  She 
enjoys volunteering at the National 
Cherry Festival children’s center, 
scoring junior high volleyball games 
and helping out at various school 
events.  Jocelyn works at Grand Bay 
Marine processing boat and trailer 

titles and doing miscellaneous paperwork and cleaning.  
After graduation, she aspires to attend college, get 
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married and have a family.  Career possibilities include 
counseling (adolescents), medicine, or law. 
"One of Jocelyn's greatest strengths is her ability to empathize with 
someone. She is so caring and has such a big heart that she can truly 
understand how others around her are feeling." - Mrs. Wenger 

GEMS students celebrate “Socktober” 
Did you know that over 600,000 people in the US 

experience homelessness 
every night? A small act of 
kindness, such as donating 
a pair of socks, can make a 
big difference in the lives 

of our neighbors who are homeless.  Once again, Mrs. 
Mroczkowski’s and Mrs. Drost’s GEMS classes are 
celebrating Socktober by collecting new, warm socks 
and toiletry items to donate to area homeless shelters. 
The biggest need is for adult-sized socks, but there is a 
need for children’s sizes as well. Toiletry items are 
welcome as well and could include toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, deodorant, soap, or shampoo.  We hope 
you’ll help them reach their goal of collecting 500 pairs 
of socks by the end of the month.  Send your donation 
to school with your child through Friday, October 29.  
And thank you for contributing to this worthy cause.

Homecoming is coming! 
Homecoming Week, set for Monday-Friday, October 

18-22, is a week full of fun activities for 
Secondary students, centered around 
school spirit.  With a theme of “We Got 
the Beat,” the following dress-up days 
for students in grades 7-12 only are 
planned: 

Monday, October 18:  Dream On 
Roll out of bed and come to school in your most 
comfortable (school-appropriate) pajamas. 

Tuesday, October 19:  Firework 
Show your pride for our country by wearing red, white 
and blue. 

Wednesday, October 20:  Thrift Shop 
Wear miss-matched patterns (non-uniform pants must 
be patterned). 

Thursday, October 21:  Be True to Your School 
Any item of clothing with a college logo (and is GTA-
appropriate) may be worn. 

Friday, October 22:  Thriller 
Wear a Halloween costume, but no hair color or face 
paint, please. 

Parents and students, please note that the GTA dress 
code still applies:  no leggings worn as pants, and shorts 
and skirts need to reach the knees; jeans may be worn 
with the purchase of a Spirit Band (on sale for $10 in the 
Secondary Office starting October 11) but should be free 
of holes and tears. 

It’s conference time 
If you haven’t already done so, be sure to sign up for 
Parent-Teacher Conferences!  All parents are 
encouraged to meet with their children’s teachers to 
discuss their progress or any concerns you may have, 
either in person or by phone.  Whichever method you 
choose, reserve your spot at School Bookings online for 
Elementary or Secondary.  For your convenience, you 
may also scan one of these QR codes: 

  Elementary    Secondary 

Note:  If you opt for a phone conference, please contact 
the teacher in advance to let them know.  Parents 
without internet access may give us a call (995-0665 for 
Elementary or 932-6038 for Secondary) and we will 
schedule your conferences for you.  Time slots are 
available on the following dates: 

Date Elementary Secondary 
Thursday, 

October 14 
4:20-8:00 pm 4:00-7:00 pm 

Friday, 
October 15 

12:20-3:00 pm 1:00-3:00 pm 

Thursday, 
October 21 

4:20-8:00 pm 4:00-7:00 pm 

Friday, 
October 22 

12:20-3:00 pm 1:00-3:00 pm 

Choice Theory for Parents offered 
Dr. William Glasser’s Choice Theory, which is the 
foundation of our educational program at Grand 
Traverse Academy, is based on the concept of personal 
responsibility.  We want all of our students’ parents to 
become familiar with this approach to empowering 
individuals and improving relationships.  If you missed 

https://www.schoolbookings.net/code/3tmwq
https://www.schoolbookings.net/code/q8vb8
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the Choice Theory session at our Back-to-School Open 
House, another special presentation is planned during 
Parent-Teacher Conferences on Thursday, October 21 
from 6:00-7:00 pm the Intention Room (the first room 
on the right as you enter the Elementary wing from the 
main corridor).  We hope you’ll mark your calendars 
and join us!    
 

Senior Parent Meetings announced 
Parents of GTA seniors are invited to attend an 
informational meeting to learn all the details and timing 
of senior-specific events in this busy final year.  Please 
plan to attend one of these very important events.  The 
first is on Thursday, October 14 (the same night as 
parent-teacher conferences) from 6:00-7:00 pm in MPR 
3 & 4.  If this date or time is not convenient, another 
identical one will take place on Tuesday, October 19 at 
6:00 pm via Zoom: https://bit.ly/GTASeniorParent 
(password:  GTASenior).    
 

GTA Family Council news 
Parent-teacher conference night dinners.  The GTA 

Family Council is coordinating dinner for 
all of our hard-working GTA teachers 
and staff during parent-teacher 
conference nights this school year.  Let's 
show them our support and 
appreciation by providing food and 
goodies on these incredibly long 

days.  The main course will be pizza but we need your 
help with the rest (snacks, soft drinks, ice, desserts, 
paper goods, etc.)!  Please sign up for one of the 
upcoming conference dates below: 
  
Thursday, October 14, 2021           Thursday, October 21, 2021 

  
Fund raising opportunities.  Car wash coupons make 
great gifts and are a convenient way to keep your own 
ride clean and tidy.  You can purchase a Mirror Image 
(formerly Boon Street Auto Wash) single basic wash 
coupon for $7, with a book of five for $35.  Full-service 
interior/exterior car washes are available as well for $25 
per wash or $125 for a book of five.  All profits will 
support GTA Family Council's efforts throughout the 
school year.  Follow this link to purchase:  GTA FC CAR 
WASH or contact Kristin Boogaard at (616) 328-4646 
or kristinboogaard@gmail.com.  
 
Hey, K-6th grade GTA students:  Pre-order your GTA 
Pride bracelet today!  Wear these fun bracelets sporting 

GTA school colors on Fridays with your spirit wear or 
any other day you want to show your MUSTANG PRIDE!  
See the attached flyer for an example of the bracelet 
and place your order, or order here:  GTA Pride Bracelet 
Order Form.  Questions?  Contact Kristin Boogaard at 
(616) 328-4646 or kristinboogaard@gmail.com.   
  
          Be sure to join our Facebook group, GTA Family 
Council, to stay connected and keep up to date with all 
the amazing service opportunities. 
 

Water bottle reminder 
Did you know that the human brain is made up of 

roughly 75 percent water?  When 
the body is functioning on a “full 
tank” of water, we can think more 
clearly, focus better and be more 
creative.  That’s why it’s so 
important that students stay 
hydrated throughout the day, not 

just when they’ve been exercising or the weather is hot.  
Because our drinking fountains are temporarily turned 
off due to COVID-19 concerns, is very important that all 
students bring a refillable water bottle to school daily.  
Bottle filling stations are open, so bottles may be 
refilled as necessary during the school day.  Thank you 
for reminding your children to bring a bottle to school.      
 

Counseling corner 
College Application Month.  During the month of 
October, our goal is for 100 percent of our seniors to 
apply to at least one college, though we know that most 
will apply to several.  October is also Michigan College 
Month, when several Michigan colleges and universities 
are waiving their usual application fee for all or part of 
the month.  Many others have no application fee at all.  
See the attachments for a list, dates and codes (if 
necessary).  
 
LSSU offers guaranteed admission to GTA graduates.  
Lake Superior State University, our school charter 
authorizer, is making a college education more 
attainable for all.  They’re offering guaranteed 
admission AND a $2,000 renewable annual scholarship 
for the GTA Class of 2022 and beyond!  Visit their 
website for more information.     
 
Senior planning meetings taking place.  All GTA seniors 
have been invited to sign up for a planning meeting 
with Mrs. Patrzik.  Meetings include a review of 

https://bit.ly/GTASeniorParent
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-conference
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-conference1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-carwash
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-carwash
mailto:kristinboogaard@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
mailto:kristinboogaard@gmail.com
https://www.lssu.edu/news/lake-superior-state-university-guarantees-admission-plus-scholarships-to-high-school-seniors-from-lssu-affiliated-public-charter-schools-across-michigan/?fbclid=IwAR1T9Q9SKqRgyG5SUJTV3RanFaRTbEdQC4RzBMQqatEnnqWIqPeg7l1Nx6Y
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transcripts, discussion of remaining graduation 
requirements, post-secondary plans and enrollment 
applications, the Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) and more!  If you have a senior who has not 
yet signed up, please encourage them to do so right 
away.  The attached College Planning guide will serve as 
a handy worksheet to prepare for these meetings.  
Seniors are also encouraged to use the Senior 2022 
Google Classroom created by Mrs. Patrzik as a resource 
– it includes a wealth of information from counselors 
that will be updated regularly.     
 
College, university, armed services representatives to 
visit GTA.  Juniors and seniors are invited to take the 
opportunity to meet with representatives from various 
colleges, universities and the armed services right here 
at school.  This is a great way to learn about program 
offerings and ask questions during the post-secondary 
decision-making process.  Sign-up sheets are located 
outside the Secondary office.  Upcoming dates are as 
follows, with more to come! 
 
Thursday, October 14 – Aquinas College, Calvin 
University 
 

Friday, October 15 – Grand Valley State 
University, Central Michigan University 

 
Monday, October 18 – Michigan Technological 
University (virtual), Northwestern Michigan College 
 

Thursday, October 21 – University of Michigan 
(virtual) 

 
Thursday, October 28 – Alma College 
 
It’s FAFSA time.  Many seniors have decided where they 
wish to go to college; now they’re thinking about how 
to pay for it. As seniors explore their options for the 
2022-23  post-secondary school year, it’s time to submit 
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid, or FAFSA, 
www.FAFSA.ed.gov.  The FAFSA is another important 
step in the college admissions process.  Seniors are 
reminded to submit their college applications prior to 
submitting the FAFSA, as the funding package comes 
from the post-secondary institutions (the college or 
university) that the student has applied to for 2022-23.  
Schools of choice must be listed on the FAFSA in order 
of preferred attendance (first choice school, first on the 
FAFSA).  FAFSA is open now, with a deadline of March 
1, 2022.  Northwestern Michigan College will host a 

series of virtual financial aid events that will be helpful 
in completing the FAFSA.  Take advantage of this 
opportunity here. 
 

Choice Theory:  The Basics 
Fun and Power 
                                                                                     by Mindy VanHouzen 

Now that we have learned a little about 
Freedom and Love & Belonging, let’s take a 
look at two more basic needs:  Fun and 
Power. 
 

The need for fun is exactly what you think it would 
be.  It is the need for enjoyment and you may see it 
being met through hobbies, a sense of humor or just 
general enthusiasm for projects or activities.  Kit and 
Sally probably enjoyed their soccer game together and 
met their need for fun by playing. It is possible for one 
activity to meet more than one need.   
 
When at school, the need for fun may be met through 
time spent with peers, recess activities or, most 
importantly, engaging lessons.  If a student with a high 
need for fun feels bored throughout the day, we may 
see an increase in negative behavior. 
 
The power need is a little trickier.  It is the need to be 
capable and to feel self-worth.  The power need can be 
most constructively met through self-confidence and 
personal achievement.  This might be getting good 
grades or improving your batting average.  It can quickly 
go south, however.  If a person with a high need for 
power is unable to meet that need through personal 
achievement or other constructive ways, it may turn to 
power over other people.  I am sure you know what I 
am talking about. This can be anywhere from a bossy 
child, right up to the bully.  
 
In the school setting, the power need can be met 
through achieving good grades and other 
accomplishments as well as helping other students.  
When a teacher identifies a student with a high need 
for power, they may give them jobs to do in the 
classroom to help meet that need constructively or ask 
them to help younger students with tasks. 
 
Right about now you might be in a panic with concern 
about the need for power. If so, don’t fret.  Your child’s 
teacher is working on identifying this need and is 
helping your child find healthy ways to meet it at 
school.  If you would like to learn more about how to 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://www.nmc.edu/financial-aid/financial-aid-events.html
https://www.nmc.edu/financial-aid/financial-aid-events.html
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meet this need at home, feel free to give me a call. I will 
help you in any way I can! 
 

Washington, DC trip announced 
An exciting tour of our nation’s capital is planned for 

April 2023 for GTA students 
currently in the 7th grade (8th 
graders during the trip).  
Interested students and their 
parents are invited to attend 
one of two identical meetings 
this month to learn more:   
 

Tuesday, October 12 – 7:00-8:00 pm 
Via Zoom at https://bit.ly/3tXFEez 
 
Wednesday, October 13 – 7:00-8:00 pm 
In Person in the GTA Lecture Hall 
 
Questions may be directed to Mrs. VanHouzen at (231) 
932-6960 or vanhouzenm@mygta.us.  We look forward 
to seeing you there!   
 

Keep GTA healthy with screening 
Screening for COVID-19 symptoms daily before 
leaving for school is important in keeping our GTA 
community healthy. The Grand Traverse County 
Health Department screening protocol is attached 
for your convenience. 

 

Mustang Roundup 
Volleyball.  GTA had an awesome time at their first 

home game of the season 
last Thursday.  Everyone 
contributed to the four-game 
win against the Homeschool 
Bulldogs (25-15, 19-25, 25-
13, 25-12):   

 
Morgan Smith:  9 aces, 3 kills, 2 digs, 1 block; Jocelyn 
Stephen:  5 aces, 3 kills; Izzy McMann:  6 digs; Elly 
Froehlich:  5 aces, 1 block; Autumn Larsen:  10 digs: 
Michaila Kinney:  2 aces, 11 kills, 15 digs, 1 block; Norah 
VanWingerden:  3 aces, 14 assists, 1 kill, 3 digs; Jurnie 
Shimko:  4 aces 5 kills, 1 assist, 2 digs; Anna Hoffman:  6 

digs.  Thanks to the student section for their support!  
 
Cross Country.  The weather cooperated and there was 
plenty of mud for the 2nd annual Muddy Relays last 
Saturday on the GTA campus.  Junior high and high 

school cross country athletes from GTA, The Woodland 
School, Bellaire, Manton, 
Frankfort, The Pathfinder 
School, Marion and 
Ellsworth ran two-person 
four-mile relays around the 
school and through the 
surrounding woods for a 
muddy, good time!   
 
Congratulations to the 
following Mustangs, who 
earned medals.  JH Girls:  
Addison Patrzik & Shenoah 
Collier (1st and a JH course 
record!), Stella York & 
Maddie Smith (5th), Kylie 

Vermilyea & Lily Wilcoxen (8th); JH Boys:  Gabriel Link 
& Jackson Alejandro (5th), Nathaniel Dix & Tobin Allen 
(8th); HS Girls:  Petra Foote & Julia Jones (3rd), Paige Bell 
& Madison Brown (8th); HS Boys:  Chase Snell & Hunter 
Laven (4th), Andrew Pavwoski & Ethan Larsen (7th), 
Zachary Bright & Mikel Fishel (10th). 
 
Co-op Soccer.  The Sabres earned a big win (2-0) this 
week against Gaylord, bringing their season record to 
13-4.  Their final home game is tonight, October 8 vs. 
the Homeschool Bulldogs at TC West High School at 
7:00 pm.  It’s also Senior Night, so come on out, take 
some friends and help support our seniors (Dawson 
Mesko, GTA).   
 
Co-op Alpine Skiing.  An informational meeting for high 
school students interested in participating on the Great 
North Alpine Ski Team is planned for Monday, October 
18 at 6:00 pm at Mt. Holiday on Holiday Road in 
Traverse City.  This is a state championship winning co-
op team comprised of GTA, Elk Rapids, Central Lake and 
St. Francis high schools.  Questions about the team and 
season may be directed to Heidi Stellin at (231) 883-
5908 or hestellin@gmail.com, or Coach Doug White at 
(231) 645-2553 or drwhite231@gmail.com. 
 

 

 
If your child will be late for school or 
absent for the day, please notify the 

office by 8:30 am.  Parents will be called to verify any 
unexcused absences after that time. 

Elementary 995-0665   /   Secondary 932-6038 

https://bit.ly/3tXFEez
mailto:vanhouzenm@mygta.us
mailto:hestellin@gmail.com
mailto:drwhite231@gmail.com
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Have a question?     
No question is too silly or trivial to ask!  Here’s where to 
go for a fast answer to general questions about all 
things GTA, like uniforms, school pictures, masks, 
carpool procedures, school hours and more: 
 

Elementary Office: (231) 995-0665 
Secondary Office: (231) 932-6038 

info@mygta.us 
 

For answers to more specific questions, please refer to 
the list on our website.  We want to be sure that you 
know exactly where to go for accurate answers. 

 

Yearbook class taking orders now 
Now is a great time to order a full-color, hardcover 
yearbook for your 7th-12th grader, when prices are at 
their lowest!  Simply go to yearbookordercenter.com or 
find it on the GTA website under the Students tab.  Our 
school order number is 12952 or you may search by 
school name at the bottom of the “Start a New Order” 
box.  Yearbooks may be ordered through April 16 but 
prices increase the longer you wait:  They are $45 now 
and will cost $50 starting November 23.  After April 16, 
students may reserve one of the extra copies the 
publisher provides for $55.  Note:  Elementary 
yearbooks are ordered through Timeless Image with 
school picture orders and will be delivered at the end of 
the school year.  Students who did not order a yearbook 
with their pictures will have another opportunity to 
place an order after the first semester.  
 

 

Dad jokes from Don 
 

My daughter put some invisible 
ink in my coffee at breakfast.  I 
had to wait all morning for the 
doctor to see me! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easy ways to raise funds for GTA  
Save your Oleson’s receipts, please!  Do you shop at 

Oleson’s Food Markets?  Did you 
know that your cash register 
receipts are worth money to our 
school?  With the Oleson’s 

Community Share Program, you earn “Community 
Share Points” each time you shop (with the exception of 
alcohol purchases).  One point equals one cent, so if you 
spend $100 on groceries, you’ve earned $1 for GTA!  
These points add up quickly and resulted in over $1,000 
in earnings yearly.  It’s easy to participate – simply save 
your receipts and place them in the collection box 
inside the Elementary entrance (to the right of the 
office door).  
  
Box Tops for Education.  Box Tops for Education offers 

a new way to support our 
school with the purchase of 
many grocery items:  The  Box 
Tops mobile app allows you to 

scan store receipts, find participating products and 
instantly add Box Tops to our earnings online.  No more 
clipping, taping onto collection sheets and dropping 
them off at school!  Be sure to download the app now 
to take advantage of this easy way to earn free money 
for GTA!     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:info@mygta.us
https://www.mygta.us/page/where-to-go-for-what
http://yearbookordercenter.com/
https://www.boxtops4education.com/
https://www.boxtops4education.com/


 

Family Council

GTA Pride Bracelets

Order HERE 
Now 

 

$8 each or 
2 for $15 or 

3 for $20
Want to do something nice

for another student?
Consider buying an extra one

and giving it to a friend!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride


Colleges with Free
Applications 2021-22

Adrian College
Albion College
Alma College
Alpena Community College
Aquinas College
Bay de Noc Community College
Bay Mills Community College
Cleary University
College for Creative Studies
Concordia University
Cornerstone University
Davenport University
Delta College
Ferris State University
Finlandia University
Glen Oaks Community College
Gogebic Community College
Grace Christian University
Grand Rapids Community College
Great Lakes Christian College
Henry Ford College
Hillsdale College
Hope College
Jackson College
Kalamazoo College
Kalamazoo Valley Community College
Kellogg Community College
Kettering University
Kirtland Community College
Kuyper College

Lake Michigan College
Lake Superior State University
Lansing Community College
Macomb Community College
Madonna University
Michigan Technological University
Mid Michigan College
Monroe County Community College
Montcalm Community College
Mott Community College
Muskegon Community College
North Central Michigan College
Northwestern Michigan College
Northwood University
Oakland Community College
Oakland University
Olivet College
Rochester University
Saginaw Valley State University
Schoolcraft College
Siena Heights University
Southwestern Michigan College
Spring Arbor University
St. Clair County Community College
University of Detroit Mercy
University of Michigan-Dearborn
University of Michigan-Flint
Washtenaw Community College
Wayne County Community College District

COLLEGES WITH NO APPLICATION FEE

Page 1



School
Andrews University 
Baker College (all campuses)
Calvin University
Central Michigan University
Eastern Michigan University
Grand Valley State University
Lawrence Technological University
Michigan State University
MSU Inst. of Agricultural Technology
Northern Michigan University
Wayne State University
Western Michigan University

Dates
Oct. 1-31
Oct. 1-31
Oct. 1-31
Oct. 1-31
Oct. 1-31
Oct. 1-31
Oct. 1-31
Oct. 1-7
Oct. 1-31
Oct. 1-8
Oct. 1-31
Oct. 1-31

Code
FREE4MI2021

1876

CA22

OCTOBER1932
Sparta1855
IAT1855
MI22
MCAW2022

Notes

through Common App

CBMI sites only

Colleges with Free
Applications 2021-22 

COLLEGES WITH NO APPLICATION FEE 
FOR MICHIGAN COLLEGE MONTH

Page 2



College Planning
Seniors 2022

google classroom code: abp6f6e

College Visits
NOW is the time to visit all of the colleges/universities that you have on your application list.  Fall tours give you the
information you need to apply to colleges that are the right fit for you.  You just never know how you’ll really feel about
the school until you step onto the campus.  Make an appointment to have a guided tour, see a dorm room, and meet
with an admissions representative while you’re on campus.  This provides really important details you just don’t get
when you’re on your own.

College Applications
August-November is the time to apply for early decision/early action admissions.  For many schools this is open until

November 1!  Applying early will give you a faster decision from the institution and provide you the best opportunity for

scholarships.  Don’t forget to apply to NMC! NMC had over 1 million dollars in scholarship money offered last year.  As

with all postsecondary institutions, early applicants will have priority.

The Common Application
The Common Application is used by many selective colleges/universities for their admissions process.  Schools such as

Hillsdale, University of Michigan, and nearly 800 more require all application materials, and recommendations to be

uploaded into an account created by you.  Visit https://www.commonapp.org/ to learn more about this program and

participating schools.

Michigan College Application Month
October is Michigan College Application Month, when many colleges and universities in the state will waive their

application fee—typically $20-90 per application.  If you are not applying to a highly selective school, this is a good time

to submit an application to the colleges you’re interested in attending, if you have not done so already.

Transcripts
Requests are processed electronically via the secure website www.parchment.com.  The link is also found on the GTA
Secondary Counseling website.  Visit the site to create an account and request GTA to send your transcripts.  If you have
dual enrolled with NMC or earned a qualifying AP exam score and requested it be sent to NMC, you will want to request
that your NMC transcript be sent to any college/university to which you have applied for admission.  To order your NMC
transcript, log into your secure self-service account at www.nmc.edu/self-service.  If you do not remember your NMC ID
or password, please call and they will help reset your password.

SAT/ACT
The SAT will be given on October 13 at GTA.  If you want to participate, you MUST return the google registration form by
Friday, October 1.  However, don’t delay your college admissions because you don’t have an SAT score, or you’re
unsatisfied with your original.  Many schools are adjusting how they respond to SAT results.  Some are waiving the
requirement, others are using it for scholarship considerations, and a few are allowing for late test results.  In the future,
if you are planning to retake your SAT, the next date will be in December.   Visit www.collegeboard.com to register for the
SAT or www.actstudent.org to register for the ACT + Writing on an upcoming test date.  Again, Don’t wait to submit
college applications based on test retakes.  Schools will take into account your most recent test score.  Some schools use
a method called Super-Score, where they look at the highest score earned in each category from each test taken.

https://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.parchment.com
http://www.nmc.edu/self-service
http://www.collegeboard.com
http://www.actstudent.org


Scholarships
Visit the GTA Secondary Counseling webpage for a complete scholarship listing.  This is periodically updated with new 
information, so check back often.  Students are encouraged to submit a scholarship a week in order to maximize funding 
for college.  A little effort can go a long way!

Don’t forget FAFSA
As seniors explore their options for the 2022-2023  post-secondary school year, it’s time to submit the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid, or FAFSA, www.FAFSA.ed.gov. Many seniors have decided where to go; now they are thinking 
about how to pay.  The Free Application for Federal Student Aid is another important step in the college admissions 
process.  Please remember to submit your college applications prior to submitting your FAFSA.  The funding package 
comes from the post-secondary institutions (college/university) that the student has applied to for the 2022-23 school 
year.  You must list your schools of choice on the FAFSA, be certain to list your schools in order of preferred attendance 
(list your first choice school, first on your FAFSA).  If you change your mind, login to your account and make a change. 
FAFSA opens on October 1, 2021 with a deadline of March 1, 2022.  We will host a FAFSA workshop during the school day 
this coming fall. Stay tuned for more information.

Raise Me
Don't forget about Raise.Me Micro-scholarships.  If you will be attending a college/university that participates in the 
Raise.Me scholarship opportunities, update your account to secure your scholarship dollars in a timely manner. 
Remember, there are many schools in Michigan that participate, such as NMC, NMU, CMU, Hillsdale, Alma, SVSU, and 
many more!  Don't miss out on your free money! Update your account now.  Once you’re admitted to your school of 
choice, contact your college admissions representative to find out how to secure your scholarships.

College & University Comparison Tools
College Greenlight

● www.collegegreenlight.com
● Find your perfect college, expand your options and explore new colleges
● College profiles and messages show you what makes each campus unique

Midwest Student Exchange Program
● http://msep.mhec.org
● Allows residents of Midwestern states to attend participating Midwest out-of-state universities at a reduced cost
● Visit the website for participating schools, tuition costs, and how to apply

College Scorecard
● https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/
● Search for colleges/universities in the United States using a variety of criteria, compare schools to find the right

fit

Michigan Performance Tracker Public Universities
● https://businessleadersformichigan.com/business-leaders-for-michigan-launches-performance-tracker-for-michi

gan-public-universities/
● Privately funded research results comparing the public universities in Michigan in a wealth of different categories

and criteria

College Raptor
● www.collegeraptor.com
● Another great college comparison tool

College & University Comparison Tool
● https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/compare-colleges
● Compare two schools side by side using a variety of search criteria

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
http://www.collegegreenlight.com
http://msep.mhec.org
https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/
http://www.collegescorecard.ed.gov
https://businessleadersformichigan.com/business-leaders-for-michigan-launches-performance-tracker-for-michigan-public-universities/
https://businessleadersformichigan.com/business-leaders-for-michigan-launches-performance-tracker-for-michigan-public-universities/
http://www.collegeraptor.com
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/compare-colleges
mailto:patrziks@grandtraverseacademy.com


Appendix B COVID-19 Return to School Toolkit August 5, 2020 

Student Screening 

Screen your child for the following symptoms daily before they leave for school. Follow the directions 
below if your child displays symptoms or has been exposed. 

Symptoms 
☐ Temperature 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher
☐ Sore throat
☐ New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for students with chronic allergic/asthmatic

cough, a change in their cough from baseline)
☐ Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain
☐ New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever

Close Contact/Potential Exposure 
In the past 14 days, has your child: 

☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with a person with
confirmed COVID-19: OR

☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with person under
quarantine for possible exposure to COVID-19; OR

☐ Had a travel history

If the answer is YES to any of the symptom questions, keep your child(ren) home from school. 

If the answer is YES to any symptoms question and YES to any close contact/potential exposure question, 
call the school as soon as possible to let them know the reason your child(ren) won’t be there today. Call 
your healthcare provider right away. If you don’t have one or cannot be seen, go to 
www.mi.gov/coronavirustest or call 2-1-1 to find a location to have your child(ren) tested for COVID-19. 

If the answer is YES to any of the symptom questions, but NO to any close contact/potential exposure 
questions, your student may return based on the guidance for their symptoms (see “Managing 
Communicable Diseases in Schools”):  

• Fever: at least 24 hours have passed with no fever, without the use of fever-reducing
medications

• Sore throat: improvement (if strep throat: do not return until at least 2 doses of antibiotic have
been taken);

• Cough/Shortness of breath: improvement
• Diarrhea, vomiting, abdominal pain: no diarrhea or vomiting for 24 hours
• Severe headache: improvement

DISCLAIMER: This screening tool is subject to change based on the latest information on COVID-19. 

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; Screening K-12 Students for Symptoms of COVID-19: Limitations and 
Considerations 



 




