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October 7, 2021 
 
Dear Old Fort Parents, 
 
Thank you for your thoughts on our recent parent survey.  It provided valuable information that 
is helpful as leaders navigate these challenging times and make decisions that are best for our 
district.  It comes as no surprise that there are extremely conflicting views on current happenings 
in our world, and schools find themselves squarely in the middle of these debates.  As one would 
predict, this survey brought out a variety of perspectives among parents.  Although the items 
contained in the survey did not specifically ask polarizing questions, the open ended nature of the 
comments allowed for these differences of opinions to be expressed.   
 
As the leader of this great district, I value that Old Fort Local Schools has a long, proud tradition 
of excellence.  This legacy was founded upon and has been preserved because of our unity as 
Stockaders!  It’s critical now, more than ever, to not lose sight of what unites us.  In a world 
where division has engulfed our American culture, I’d like to draw us all back to the idea that we 
are here for kids, no matter which side of the debate one may be on!  Although we may have 
various ideas about how that plays out on a daily basis, I hope that we can all extend grace to our 
neighbors and trust that others’ intentions are as honest and good as our own.  Each of our 
paradigms have been shaped by our own experiences with COVID, our value systems and the 
potential risk the illness presents to those we love most.  But we all share one goal:  Our hearts’ 
greatest desire is for our kids to be in school and remain healthy (physically, socially, and 
emotionally) throughout the remainder of this pandemic.  On that common ground, I trust that 
Old Fort will remain a strong and united community, one of integrity and respect for one other! 
 
I want our parents to know that your voices have been heard, and we respect each person’s 
individual opinions.  I feel that one of my responsibilities as Superintendent is to advocate for the 
wishes and desires of our community.  Over the past eighteen months, I’ve heard very clearly 
that our parents value the right to choose what is best for them and their children.  We have 
fought to protect that right, avoiding mandates that take away your freedom to make those 
choices for yourself, when it is within our power to do so.  Although some may not agree with 
that decision, it’s what’s best for OFLS as a whole and allows each family to decide what is best 
for them.  Furthermore, our data in Old Fort does not support restrictive policies that limit 
choices and keep kids out of school.   
 
Most significantly, we have been a leader in advocating for changes in quarantine guidelines in 
an effort to keep more students in school.  I trust you will notice a decrease in the number of 
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students excluded from school and an increase in those who are able to safety return to in-person 
instruction after casual exposure to the virus.  Approximately 95% of our students who have 
been named as a close contact never tested positive for COVID after exposure, and that number 
increases to 99% for those named as a close contact in school.  Although COVID is real and 
poses a serious threat to the health of some, our own district data is important to consider as we 
made decisions that are right for OF. 

 
Over the past several weeks, we have also instituted or enhanced several safety protocols, 
including: 

 More frequent sanitation of classrooms and high touch surfaces, 
 increased physical distancing during arrival, 
 staggered dismissals, 
 utilization of the high school gymnasium and stage during lunch and AA, 
 encouraged use of large spaces and outdoor areas, 
 grades 4-6 being put into “pods” within the classrooms (This will ensure students are 

seated around the same group of students in all of their classes.), and 
 grades 3-6 given assigned seats in the cafeteria to help with contact tracing. 

 
The district will continue to provide a safe and nurturing environment in which students can 
learn in-person.  We’re striving to provide as much normalcy as possible, while looking out for 
the health of all who enter through our doors.  I assure you that we will continue to make logical 
and reasonable decisions, always focused on what’s best for kids.   
 
We have the utmost respect for the Seneca and Sandusky County Health Departments and look 
forward to continuing our positive working relationship with them.  This pandemic has been 
particularly difficult on those in public service, and we appreciate all that these agencies do for 
the residents of our counties.   
 
It continues to be a privilege to lead such a great district.  Thank you for your continued support.  
It remains a great time to be a Stockader!   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mrs. Laura F. Bryant, Superintendent 


