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Hardee County 
Parent’s Read-at-Home Plan

Parents,

You are your child’s first teacher and reading with your child is a proven way to 
promote early literacy. Helping to make sure your child is reading on grade level by 
third grade is one of the most important things you can do to prepare him/her for the 
future. By reading with your child for 30 minutes per day and making a few simple 
strategies a part of your daily routine, you can make a positive impact on your child’s 
success in school. We are happy to provide you with this Read-at-Home Plan, which 
includes resources and strategies to help your child become a more proficient reader!

Sincerely,

Hardee County School District
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Did You Know?



What Can I Do to Support My Child?

Read books daily at home with your child that they enjoy. Some ways to do this:
 Listen to your child read
 Read out loud to your child
 Read together at the same time
 Reread or retell favorite stories
 Talk to your child about their reading
 Echo read (you read a line, then they repeat what you have read)

As you read with your child:
 Talk about your favorite parts
 Ask questions about what is being read
 Talk about what you have learned from reading the text
 Ask your child to tell what they remember about the text
 Talk about how the pictures in the book connect to the words on the page
 Talk about the connections you and your child can make from reading the text

The Parents’ Read-at-Home Plan provides suggestions and strategies to assist you in helping
your child as they learn to read.



Reading Begins at Home

Strong parental involvement is a key component of the Read-at-Home Plan

Suggestions to Help Build Your Child’s Reading Skills
Kindergarten

 Read predictable books to your child. Teach him/her to hear and say repeating words, such as 
names for colors, numbers, letters, and animals. Predictable books help children to understand
how stories progress.

 Practice the sounds of language by reading books with rhymes and playing simple word games
(e.g., How many words can you name that rhyme with the word “bat”?)

 Practice reading the first 92 High Frequency Sight Words both in isolation and in books. Talk
with your child’s teacher about each quarter’s sight words focus.

 Praise your child for their reading efforts.

First Grade
 Point out the letter-sound relationships your child is learning in school on labels, newspapers,

magazines, and books.
 Listen to your child read the words and books they are learning in school. Be patient and listen

as he/she practices. Let them know you are proud of their reading.
 Help your child reread their favorite books to practice fluency or “reading how they talk.”

Second and Third Grade
 Build reading accuracy by having your child read aloud and point out words he/she missed and

help him/her read words correctly. If you stop to focus on a word, have your child reread the 
whole sentence to be sure they understand the meaning of the word in that sentence.

 Build reading comprehension by talking with your child about what he/she just read. Ask about
new words. Talk about what happened in the text. Ask about the characters, places, and events 
that took place. Ask about new information he/she learned from the book.

 Echo and repeated readings of a portion of text will improve fluency and increase
comprehension.

Fourth and Fifth Grade
 Build reading accuracy by having your child read aloud and point out words he/she missed and

help him/her read the words correctly. If you stop to focus on a word, have your child reread 
the whole sentence to be sure he/she understands the meaning of the word in that sentence.

 Continue to build reading fluency by having your child reread familiar books.
 Continue to build reading accuracy by having your child read aloud and point out words he/she

missed and help him/her read the words correctly. If you stop to focus on a word, have your 
child reread the whole sentence to be sure he/she understand the meaning of the word in that 
sentence.

 Continue to build reading comprehension by talking with your child about what he/she just 
read. Ask about new words. Talk about what happened in the text. Ask about the characters, 
places, and events that took place. Ask about new information he/she learned from the book.
Encourage him/her to read independently.



Phonological Awareness

What is Phonological Awareness?
Phonemic awareness is the ability to focus on and manipulate sounds. This may include:

 recognizing sounds, both alone and in words
 adding sounds to words
 taking words apart and breaking them into their different sounds

Phonological Awareness Activities:

 To help your child segment (separate) sounds into words:
o Give your child 4-7 blocks, beads, bingo chips, or similar items. Say a word and have your 

child move an object for each sound in the word.
o Play “Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes” with sounds. Say a word and have your child touch 

his/her head for the first sound, shoulders for the second sound, and knees for the third while 
saying each sound.

o Jump for Sounds: Say a word and have your child jump for each sound in the word while saying
the sound

 Practice sounding out words. Write a 5+ letter word on a piece of paper with the letters spaced
apart. Have your child move their finger over each letter saying the letter sound. Have your 
child begin moving their finger over the letters slowly and then try again slightly faster. 
Continue until the word is said at a good rate.

 Demonstrate clapping a word into its syllables. Ask your child to clap words into syllables.

 Make tally marks for the number of syllables in the names of people in your family, favorite
foods, etc.



Phonics

What is Phonics?

Phonics is the ability to understand the relationship between letters and the sounds they
represent. This includes

 recognizing print patterns that represent sounds

 syllable patterns

 word parts such as prefixes, suffixes, and root words

Common Consonant Diagraphs and Blends:
bl, br, ch, ck, cl, cr, dr, fl, gh, gl, gr, ng, ph, pl, pr, qu, ac, sh, sk, sl, sm, sn, sp, st, sw, th, tr, tw, wh, wr

Common Consonant Trigraphs:
nth, sch, shr, spl, spr, squ, str, thr

Common Vowel Diagraphs:
ai, au, aw, ay, ea, ee, ei, eu, ew, ey, ie, oi, oo, ou, ow, oy



Phonics Activities:

 Make blend sounds and have your child write the letters that match the sounds.

 Play word games that connect sounds with syllables and words (for example, if the 
letters “l-a-t-e-r” spell later, how do you spell hater? How many syllables are in later?)

 Writing words- Many children enjoy sending and receiving notes, and writing is a great way
to reinforce phonics skills. Send your child notes in his/her backpack. Have a relative or 
friend send a letter or email to your child. Whenever your child receives a note, have 
him/her write back. Don’t be concerned about spelling. Instead, have your child sound out 
the words to the best of his/her ability.

 Hunting for words- Choose a blend and have your child hunt for five items beginning with
that sound. As each object is found, help your child write the word on a list. For example, if
the target sound is “bl,” the child might find and write blanket, blue, etc.)

 Hints for helping your child sound out words:

o First Sound: Have your child say the first sound in the word and make a guess based on the
picture or surrounding words. Double-check the printed word to see if it matches the 
child’s guess.

o Sound and Blend: Have your child say each sound separately (example: sss aaa t). This is 
called “sounding it out,” and then say the sound together (example: sat). This is “blending.”

o Familiar Parts: When your child starts reading longer words, have him/her notice the 
parts of the word that he/she already knows. For example, in a word such as 
“presenting,” your child may already know the prefix pre-, the word “sent,” and the word 
ending -ing.

o Play “Memory” or “Go Fish” using consonant and vowel diagraphs, trigraphs, and 
blends.



                                                 High-Frequency Words

What are High-Frequency Words?
High-Frequency Words appear often in oriented English, but are not readily decodable in the early
stages of reading instruction. These words are essential to fluent reading. Repeated exposure and 
memorization are crucial for students to read quickly and fluently.

Example of High-Frequency Word List



High-Frequency Word Activities:

 Word Books: Children can keep a word book. Folded and stapled construction or white 
paper, pencils, and crayons are all that is required. Add high-frequency words to the book.
They may use the books as a reference when reading new texts.

 Word Detective: Invite children to be high-frequency word detectives. They can locate
assigned words in print materials they encounter in their daily lives.

 Word Games: Bingo is a consistent favorite. While playing bingo, as you call out each word, 
monitor to ensure that they recognize the high-frequency words and place chips on them 
when appropriate. Other simple games that can help teach words include common favorites
like hangman.

 Flashcard Activities: Create flashcards for the high-frequency words (see previous page for
an example for high-frequency words by grade level).

 Memory: Create two of each high-frequency word card. Lay the cards face down on a table
and take turns trying to match identical words.

 Funny Voices: Flash the cards to your child, and have him/her read a word in a robot voice,
an old voice, a squeaky voice, or a monster voice.

 Making Sentences: Provide high-frequency word flashcards. Encourage your child to
combine the various words in order to make sentences.



Fluency

What is Fluency?
Fluency is the ability to read with sufficient speed to support understanding. This includes

 automatic word recognition
 accurate word recognition
 use of expression



Fluency Activities:

 Repeated Reading: Choose a passage that will not be very difficult for your child. Read the 
passage aloud to your child, and then read it together, helping your child figure out any 
tricky words. Next, have your child read the passage to you with a focus on accuracy. Finally,
have your child read the passage to you again, paying attention to fluency and expression. 
The goal is to sound smooth and natural.

 Use Different Voices: When reading a familiar story or passage, try having your child use 
different voices. Read the story in a mouse voice, cowboy voice, or a princess voice. This is
another way to do repeated reading, and it adds some fun to reading practice.

 Read to Different Audiences: Reading aloud is a way to communicate to an audience. When a
reader keeps the audience in mind, he/she knows that their reading must be fluent and 
expressive. Your child can read to stuffed animals, pets, siblings, friends, relatives- anyone 
who is willing to listen. This is a good way to show off what was practiced with repeated 
reading.

 Record the Reading: After your child has practiced a passage, have him/her record it with a
tape player, cell phone, or MP3 device. Once recorded, your child can listen to their reading
and follow along in the book. Often, children want to record it again to make it even better!

 When you read a story, use appropriate expression during dialogue. Encourage your child to
mimic your expression. Talk with him/her about what that expression means. For example, 
if the character is excited about going to the park, he/she should sound like that in his/her 
voice. Encourage your child to repeat key phrases or dialogue.

 Make your own books of favorite songs for children to practice “reading.” This builds
confidence and helps your child identify them self as a reader.

 Take turns reading and repeating the favorite lines of a poem with your child. He/she will
mimic your phrasing and expression.



Vo
cabulary

What is Vocabulary?
Vocabulary is the students’ knowledge of and memory for word meanings. This includes

 receptive vocabulary (words we understand when read or spoken to us)
 expressive vocabulary (words we know well enough to use in speaking and writing).

Vocabulary Activities:
 Read Aloud: Continue to read aloud to your child even after he/she is able to read 

independently. Choose books above your child’s level because they are likely to contain 
broader vocabulary.

 Preview Words: Before reading to or with your child, scan through the book, choose two or 
three words that you think might be interesting or unfamiliar to your child. Tell your child what
the words are and what they mean. As you read the book, have your child listen for these 
words.

 Hot Potato:
o Play hot potato with synonyms (words with similar meanings). Choose a word, and then your 

child has to think of another word that means the same thing. Take turns until neither player 
can think of another word. For example, you may say, “cold,” and your child might say, 
“freezing.” Then you could say, “chilly,” and so on. Try the game again with antonyms 
(opposites).

o Play hot potato with prefixes and suffixes. The prefixes dis-, ex-, mis-, non-, pre-, re-, and un- 
are common. Common suffixes include -able/-ible, -ed, -er, -est, -ful, -ish, -less, -ly, - ment, and 
-ness.



o Play hot potato with categories. For your children, the categories can be simple: pets, 
clothes, family members. For older children, the categories can be quite complex: 
astronomy/space, math terms, community helpers, etc.

 Word Collecting: Have each family member be on the lookout for interesting words that they 
heard that day. At dinner or bedtime, have everyone share the word they collected and tell 
what they think it means. If the child shares an incorrect meaning, guide him/her to the correct
meaning. Try to use some of the words in conversation.

 Play “Categories” with your child. Name a topic such as “ecosystems” and ask your child to think
of all the words he/she can relate to that topic. This is a great way to build word knowledge!

 When you read a book about a topic, ask your child to tell you all the words related to it. For 
example, if you read a book about dinosaurs, he/she might say Tyrannosaurus Rex, 
paleontologist, herbivore, carnivore, fossil. Add other words to help expand upon what he/she
knows.



Comprehension

What is Comprehension?
Comprehension is the ability to understand and draw meaning from text. This includes

 paying attention to important information
 interpreting specific meanings in text
 identifying the main idea
 verbal responses to questions
 application of new information gained through reading

Comprehension Activities:
 Sequencing Comics: Choose a comic strip from the Sunday newspaper. Cut out each square and

mix the squares up. Have your child put them in order and describe what is happening. 
Encourage your child to use words like first, second, next, finally, etc.

 Everyday Comprehension: Ask your child who, what, when, where, why, how questions about
an event in their day. Once your child is comfortable answering these questions about their 
experiences, try asking questions about a book you have read together.

 Reading Fiction
o Before Reading: Point out the title and author. Look at the picture on the cover and ask, “What 

do you think is going to happen in this story? Why?” This will help your child set a purpose for 
reading.

o During Reading: Stop every now and then to ask your child to tell you what has happened 
so far or what they predict will happen. You might also ask for your child’s opinion, “Do you
think the character did the right thing? How do you feel about that choice?” Explain any 
unfamiliar words.

o After Reading: Ask your child to retell the story from the beginning, and ask for opinions, too. 
“What was your favorite part? Would you recommend this to a friend? Why?”

 Reading Nonfiction
o Before Reading: Point out the title and author. Look at the picture on the cover and ask, “What 

do you think you’ll learn about in this book? Why?” This helps your child consider what they 
already know about the topic. Look at the table of contents.

o During Reading: Do not forget the captions, headings, sidebars, or any other information on the
page. Young readers tend to overlook these, so it is a good idea to show that the author 
includes lots of information in these “extras.”

o After Reading: Ask your child, “What was it mostly about? What do you still what to 
know? Where could you find out?”



 Other Ideas
o Discuss words related to stories such as characters, problem, and solution. For example, 

“How did the Wright Brothers find a solution to help their plane fly longer?” If the child 
does not know, show the picture or reread the page where the answer can be found.

o Ask questions about character traits. For example, “What character do you think was kind? 
Which character was bossy? How do you know?” If your child does not know, give your 
answer. You may need to do this many times before your child can do it.

o Encourage deeper thinking by asking, “If the story kept going, what do you think would 
happen next? Why?”

o Help your child make connections to his/her life experience while reading. You could 
ask, “Is there anything you read in the story that reminds you of something?”



Additional Literary/Fiction Questions

Setting:
*What is the setting in the story? (time, place)
*How is the setting important to the characters
and the sequence of events?
Describe in depth the key details about the
setting.

Characters:
*How would you describe the character(s)?
*What was the character’s motivation to _       _?
*What was the character doing? What was the
character thinking and/or feeling?
*How did the character’s actions contribute to
the sequence of events in the story?
*How did the character respond to the
challenges?

Sequence of Major Events:
*What were the major events in the story?
*Describe in depth about the events in the story
or drama. Use key details to describe the 
events.

Plot:
*Who are the character(s)?
*What did they want (their goals)?
*What was the problem?
*How did they solve the problem?
*How did the story end? Summarize.

Conclusions:
*Recount the story. Be accurate.
*What is the central message? Theme?
*How did illustrations contribute to the story?

Author’s Purpose:
*What was the author’s purpose in writing this
story? Support your answer.
*What did you notice about the author’s word
choice in describing the characters, setting, 
events, and plot?
*What was the mood/tone?

Connections:
*Compare and contrast stories in the same
genre. (themes, characters, setting, word 
choice, plot, major events)

Additional Informational/Nonfiction 
Questions

Main Topic:
*What is this text mostly teaching or informing
us about?
*How did the text features support your
understanding?
*What is the main topic of this text?
*What are the key details that support the
important facts about the main topic?
*Summarize the text.

Sequence of Information:
*What order does the author give us 
information about the topic? (Beginning,
Middle, End)
*Compare and contrast the overall structure of
events, ideas, concepts, or information in 2 or 
more texts.

Key Vocabulary:
*What are the most important words in the
text? Why?

Author’s Purpose:
*Why did the author write this text?
*What is the author’s point of view?
*What text features did the author include?
Why?
*Explain how the author used reasons and 
evidence to support points made in the text.

Connections:
*Compare and contrast the main topic to other
topics.
*Explain the relationship or interaction 
between two or more individuals, events, ideas,
or concepts.



Resources for Read-at-Home Plan

The resources below provide your child with online links to top-rated national, state, and local online
resources. These resources support and complement our Read-at-Home Plan.

The Hardee County Public Library delivers quality services, including print and digital format of 
children’s books reflecting the informational, educational, and recreational needs of our community.

Just Read, Families! 
            http://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/just-read-fl/families/  

                                PBS Parents https://www.pbs.org/parents

Starfall: Help children learn to read using this audiovisual interactive site. 
https://www.starfall.com/h/ 

 
                
                   Storyline Online: Well-known actors read children’s books online to get kids excited about  

       reading.  https://storylineonline.net/ 

                                

                                  Seussville: The official website of all things Dr. Seuss.  Includes books, games, and lots 
           of activities to get kids excited about reading. https://www.seussville.com/ 

  
  Reading Rockets: provides access to content and activities to support elementary  
  literacy.  https://www.readingrockets.org/ 

Tumblebooks: Interactive eBooks to build excitement about reading.  Accessible
            through students’ ClassLink page.  https://myapps.classlink.com/home 

                                                https://www.tumblebooks.com/   

Teach Your Monster to Read: The groundbreaking game that makes learning to read fun!     
Covers everything from letters and sounds to reading full sentences.  
https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/ 

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/just-read-fl/families/
https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/
https://www.tumblebooks.com/
https://myapps.classlink.com/home
https://www.readingrockets.org/
https://www.seussville.com/
https://storylineonline.net/
https://www.starfall.com/h/
http://www.pbs.org/parents


         Parent Resources, Strategies, and Activities

 Multisensory Activities to Teach Reading- this link provides a downloadable document for parents
explaining what multisensory strategies are, how they are useful, and activity ideas for each method 
of learning.  
https://www.literacymn.org/sites/default/files/multisensory_techniques_to_teach_reading_skills.pdf 

 8 Multisensory Techniques for Teaching Reading- This link provides parents with multisensory 
techniques for teaching reading.  
https://www.understood.org/articles/en/8-multisensory-techniques-for-teaching-reading 

 Multisensory Parenting Tips- This link provides multisensory parenting tips for parents and 
guardians. https://www.readingrockets.org/article/multisensory-learning-home-tips-parents 

 Reading Tips for Parents in Multiple Languages- This link provides access to downloadable 
documents containing reading tips for parents and guardians (11 languages available).
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/reading-tips-parents-multiple-languages#english 

 Reading Tips for Parents of Children with Disabilities- This link provides access to reading tips 
for parents and guardians of children with disabilities (Speech and Language, ADHD, Autism 
Spectrum Disorder, Hearing Loss or Deafness, Low Vision or Blindness, Intellectual Disabilities, and 
Cerebral Palsy). 
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/reading-tips-parents-multiple-languages#disabilities 

 25 Activities for Reading and Writing Fun- This link provides parents and guardians enjoyable 
activities that support reading and writing at home.
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/25-activities-reading-and-writing-fun 

https://www.readingrockets.org/article/25-activities-reading-and-writing-fun
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/reading-tips-parents-multiple-languages#disabilities
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/reading-tips-parents-multiple-languages#english
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/multisensory-learning-home-tips-parents
https://www.understood.org/articles/en/8-multisensory-techniques-for-teaching-reading
https://www.literacymn.org/sites/default/files/multisensory_techniques_to_teach_reading_skills.pdf

