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Many questions have come out of the last few days of COVID.  Let me share some information and
clarification.  If you still have any remaining questions, PLEASE contact me at scriner@almaschools.net or
989-466-7511.

1. What are our current cases?
We have multiple positive cases across the district at this time.
High School:  14 students and 1 staff member
DLPMS:  2 students

2. Why are some cases not reported by the school?
Schools are required to report school-associated cases.

All cases do not warrant school contact tracing, although the Health Department will contact trace
which may impact school children.

Example- If a parent were to test positive on Saturday and then keeps their child(ren) home on Monday
as a precaution.  The child wakes up Tuesday with symptoms so the parent has the child tested on
Tuesday and it is positive.  They call the Health Department and school to report the positive.  APS is
required to go back 48 hours prior to the positive test and quarantine anyone who has been a close
contact.  In this example, there were none because the child wasn’t at school.  This would not be
considered a school-associated case.

3. What is school spread?
School spread is based on one case, creating close contacts that become positive cases.  There must
be three (3) connected cases to be considered school spread.

4. Has APS had school spread this year?
Yes, DLPMS had multiple cases of school spread during the third and fourth weeks of school.  This
data is monitored daily.

5. How are close contacts determined?
This year, close contacts are considered anyone who has been within 6 feet or less for more than 15
minutes.  We consider every classroom situation individually.

● Passing time and lunch minutes are not tallied like last year per the Health Department
direction.

● Students who sit behind a positive student in a forward-facing class have not been counted as
close contact this year.

● Sports close contacts are hard to determine.  It needs to be an obvious 15 minutes 6 feet or less
for team members to be considered close contact.  When difficult to tell, some coaches have
required masks as a precautionary measure.

● We have reduced our close contact by half from last year to this year by abiding by the Health
Departments’ thought that when in doubt, keep children in school.
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6. What are the options for quarantine?
Our goal is to keep students in school.  It is the best way to ensure an education.  The Health
Department has offered the following options:

● Quarantine for 10 days
● Quarantine for 7 days. With a negative rapid test on day 7, the student may return for days 8,9,

and 10 while continuing to monitor for symptoms.

7. Is there another option to not quarantine?
Yes, a third option is provided by the Health Department.  Alma Public School had not previously
implemented it as it presents logistical, staffing, and resource challenges.  Unfortunately, as a result of
multiple rounds of Middle School quarantine, some students needed an alternate option.  Beginning
today, any DLPMS students on their second round of quarantine were offered the option to rapid test
daily for 7 days and mask for 10 while remaining in school.  This option cannot YET be offered on a
broad scale as we do not have the tests on hand.  Once our test order is received from the GIRESD,
we will make this an official option for all.

8. Do face masks change quarantine?
No, but they do change how we close contact trace.  If both the positive child and the close contact
child are wearing a mask the close contact criteria changes to less than 3 feet for more than 15
minutes.

9. Does a sports team outbreak count as a school outbreak?
APS does not define outbreak, the Health Department does.  We have not had a sports team outbreak.

10. Did we have a positive swim teacher?
There were students identified as close contacts within a swim class offered outside of APS school
hours.

11. How many cases would cause us to go remote?
This answer is situational.  The factors are not black and white.  It would depend on the age of the
children, the number of positive cases, percentage of the class, grade and or building, and if we have
school spread.

12. Can I self-report a positive test result to the Health Department?
Yes, use the MMDHD Self Reporting Form

13. Why would I self-report to the Health Department?
The Health Department must assign the return date based on individual factors.

If you still have any remaining questions, PLEASE contact me at scriner@almaschools.net or 989-466-7511.
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