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Deer Park Elementary Family 
Engagement Night Update

Instead of a drive thru parent 
and family engagement night, Deer Park 
Elementary opted to try a different 
strategy to come together for a fun 
and meaningful learning activity, while 
still having interaction and 
communication with the school. 

On March 18th and 19th, 
students in each the gold and blue 
groups will be sent home with a booklet 
on seeds growing into plants related to 
the reading learning standards for 
their grade level. They will also be 
provided with a little seed of their own, 
dirt, and a small planter, for some 
hands-on learning related to state 
science standards. 

Since we can’t host everyone in 
school as a group for this activity, DPE 
once again got creative and decided 
that with this fun project, families will 
have the option to send in a picture of 
their family and/or student working on 
the project. A few of these pictures 
will be selected to be displayed on the 
DPE website. (If you choose to submit 
a picture, you are consenting to allow us 
to put it on the website; please don’t 
submit a picture if you would not like it 
considered for the website.)

We will also be providing families 
a survey to gather feedback about your 
thoughts on the project and other 
recommendations for how we can help 
support families the rest of this year.

 Smarter Balanced Assessment 
Testing Update

Usually this time of year we are 
getting ready to start Smarter 
Balanced Assessment (SBA) state 
testing for 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders. 
Each of the grade levels above tests in 
language arts and math, with 5th grade 
testing in science too. K-2 students do 
not take the SBA test.

This testing is one measure that 
gives teachers and administrators a 
snapshot of where students are at and 
helps with our academic planning moving 
forward. 

Regarding student achievement, 
the state has created “Achievement 
level descriptors” (ALDs). As written 
by the state, these “describe the 
knowledge, skills, and processes that 
students demonstrate on state tests at 
predetermined levels of achievement 
for each tested grade level.” These 
ALDs are linked on our Title 1 page: 
www.dpsd.org/title-1/ under the 
“notifications and policy” heading.

At the time of publishing this 
newsletter, there are still some 
questions regarding what testing will or 
won’t look like this spring. As more 
information becomes available, it will 
be made available to students, parents, 
and staff. 
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Steve Hitchcock, Title 1 Director, Deer Park School District, Assistant Principal Arcadia 
Elementary

Arcadia Family Engagement Night A Success

Although we can’t yet host our family nights in-person and in-building quite 
yet, that didn’t stop the Arcadia staff from creating a meaningful and well 
attended parent and family engagement night for Arcadia students and families on 
February 18th.

From 4-5:30 PM, families and smiling students attended “Counting with 
Cocoa” in a drive-thru format. This drive-thru provided two engaging grade level, 
standards-based math games for families to play together, along with cocoa since 
it overlapped with the dinnertime hour. 

Special thanks to Keith Stamps at the high school for providing tents during 
the snowy afternoon and evening!

Caption: Arcadia Title 1 teacher Ms. Smith and 3rd grade online teacher Mrs. Maxfield 
hand out math games, cocoa, and chat with families.

iReady Winter Testing 
Window Complete

Three times a year, 
DPE and Arcadia use the 
program iReady as one 
measure of monitoring 
student achievement in 
math and ELA. It also 
helps us sort our 
intervention groups. Our 
winter testing is complete 
and grade level teams have 
been analyzing the results 
to better assist our 
students. 


