
SULLIVAN COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 300 

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES 

 

March 12, 2018 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Education of Sullivan Community Unit 

School District No. 300 of Moultrie, Shelby, and Coles Counties, Illinois was duly 

called and held on March 12, 2018, at 6:30 p.m., at the Sullivan High School 

Media Center within the boundaries of said District. President Jeff White called 

the meeting to order and requested roll be called.  Upon roll being called the 

following members answered and were found to be present:  Tyson Grooms, 

Steve Poland, Erik Stollard, Ann Wheeler, Jeff White. 

 

Administrators present: Ted Walk, Dan Allen, Erik Young, Nathan Ogle, and 

Jessica Reeder 

 

Visitors present: Mike King, Mark Waelde, Christy Molzen, Kevin Landrus, Haley 

Seeley, Ben Guyot, Leslie Guyot, Mike Brothers and Katie Webb  

 

President Jeff White appointed Erik Stollard to serve as Secretary Pro Tem. 

 

Poland moved that the Board adjourn to closed session to discuss, 

employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of 

specific employees; collective negotiations matters, Certified Staff 

evaluations; matters related to individual students and, minutes of 

meetings lawfully closed pursuant to Statues Section 5 ILCS 120/2 [c] 1, 2, 

9, 10, 14.  Upon said motion being seconded by Wheeler, the President 

put the question and the roll being called, the following members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, White 

Nay: None 

Absent: Horn, Wood 

 

Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried, and the Board 

adjourned to closed session at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Zak Horn arrived at 6:40 p.m.  Norman Wood arrived at 6:50 p.m. 

 

Poland moved that the Board reconvene to open session and approve 

the Closed Session Minutes of the February 13, 2018 regular meeting.  

Upon said motion being seconded by Stollard, the President put the 

question and the roll being called, the following members voted: 
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Yea: Grooms, Horn, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood, White 

Nay: None 

Absent: None 

 

Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried, and the Board 

reconvened to open session at 7:11 p.m.   

  

President White asked if any item marked as a consent agenda item needed to 

be withdrawn and held for further discussion.  No items were withdrawn. 

 

Stollard moved that the minutes of the regular meeting held February 13, 

2018 be approved as presented; that the Treasurer’s Report be approved 

as presented; that the Board authorize payment of bills as presented; that 

the Board designate First National Bank of Sullivan as the official 

depository for school district funds for the fiscal year 2019; that the Board 

approve renewal of IHSA/IESA memberships as presented;  that the Board 

accept the resignation of William Manning as High School Physical 

Education Teacher, Assistant Football Coach, and Assistant High School 

Boys’ Basketball Coach effective at the end of the 2017-2018 school year;  

that the Board accept the resignation of Chaney Miller as High School 

Science Teacher effective at the end of the 2017-2018 school year; and, 

the Board approve Jim Voyles, Ronnie Lane, Jim Bales and David 

Hudspath as volunteer bass fishing coaches as presented.  Upon said 

motion being seconded by Wheeler, President White put the question and 

the roll being called the following members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Horn, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood, White 

Nay: None 

Absent: None 

 

Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

High school senior Katie Webb addressed the Board and presented an essay 

she wrote as part of her AP Language and Composition class.  Her essay was 

written for NPR Illinois for their program entitled “This I Believe”.  The assignment 

was for students to write an essay on a sincerely held personal belief and it had 

to be 500 words or less.  Miss Webb’s essay was one of ten essays in the state 

chosen by NPR radio.  Miss Webb received a $100 scholarship and her essay was 

recorded and placed on the NPR Illinois radio station and uploaded on the NPR 

Illinois’ website.  The title of Miss Webb’s essay was “The Truth Will Set You Free”. 

 

Superintendent Walk presented the 2018-2019 school calendar.  The first day of 

student attendance for the 2018-2019 school year will be Wednesday, August 
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15.  A copy of the school calendar is attached to and made a part of the 

minutes of this meeting. 

 

 Poland moved that the Board approve the 2018-2019 school calendar as 

presented.  Upon being seconded by Grooms, the President put the 

question and roll being called, the following members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Horn, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood, White 

Nay: None 

Absent: None 

 

Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Superintendent Walk stated that the administration worked with the Sullivan 

Education Association to compile the employee handbook.  It has been 

reviewed by the Sullivan Education Association, administration, and Bushue 

Human Resources. 

 

 Horn moved that the Board approve the employee handbook as 

presented.  Upon being seconded by Grooms, the President put the 

question and roll being called, the following members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Horn, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood, White 

Nay: None 

Absent: None 

 

Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Superintendent Walk requested that the Board authorize him to prepare an 

amended 2017-2018 budget in tentative form to be presented to the Board of 

Education on April 9, 2018; that the tentative amended budget be placed on 

public inspection at 8:00 a.m. on April 10, 2018; that a public notice be placed 

in the April 18, 2018 edition of the News Progress; and, that a public hearing be 

held on said budget on June 11, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. in the high school media 

center. 

 

 Wheeler moved that the Board adopt the resolution and public notice as 

set forth above.  Upon being seconded by Poland, the President put the 

question and roll being called, the following members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Horn, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood, White,  

Nay: None 

Absent: None 
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Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Superintendent Walk stated that Sullivan High School has received a request for 

approval of early graduation per guidelines previously established by the Board 

of Education. 

 

 Stollard moved that the Board approve the early graduation request of 

Student A.  Upon being seconded by Grooms, the President put the 

question and roll being called, the following members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Horn, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood, White 

Nay: None 

Absent: None 

 

Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Superintendent Walk stated that the Illinois Association of Student Councils will 

be hosting their annual convention May 3-5 in Springfield.  The Sullivan High 

School Student Council is honored to have four students chosen to represent 

Sullivan and the Eastern District at this year’s convention.  Along with ten other 

members of the Student Council, these students will learn valuable leadership 

skills that will benefit the Sullivan High School community and their own individual 

leadership skills for future endeavors.   

 

 Poland moved that the Board approve the student council trip to the 

Illinois Association of Student Councils Annual Convention on May 3-5 in 

Springfield, Illinois.  Upon being seconded by Horn, the President put the 

question and roll being called, the following members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Horn, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood, White 

Nay: None 

Absent: None 

 

Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Show Choir Director Chris Wilson is requesting Board approval for an overnight 

trip to Wheaton, Illinois on March 9-10, 2018.   

 

 Wheeler moved that the Board retroactively approve the Show Choir trip 

to Wheaton, Illinois on March 9-10, 2018 as presented.  Upon being 

seconded by Grooms, the President put the question and roll being 

called, the following members voted: 
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Yea: Grooms, Horn, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood, White 

Nay: None 

Absent: None 

 

Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Superintendent Walk stated that the District annually employs part-time 

temporary summer workers to help district personnel clean buildings, paint 

facilities, and help with grounds maintenance.  Mr. Walk requested that the 

Board employ up to four summer workers allowing one worker for each building 

and one for grounds. 

 

 Grooms moved that the Board authorize the Superintendent to employ up 

to four summer employees for the summer of 2018 at minimum wage for 

new summer workers.  Upon being seconded by Stollard, the President put 

the question and roll being called, the following members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Horn, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood, White 

Nay: None 

Absent: None 

 

Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Superintendent Walk stated that annual the District reviews their staffing needs.  

After reviewing the past three years, we did find areas where we were 

overstaffed.  We are going to be able to offer all the classes that would meet 

the normal requirements in each area of social studies, driver’s education, and 

business.  As far as social studies, the District will add an additional social studies 

course of AP U.S. History.  Administration analyzed what our students’ needs are 

and is ensuring the District can still meet all of those needs.  The reduction-in-

force is not due to performance in any way.  This is an honorable dismissal.  

Either of the two employees affected will retain recall rights a position opens 

which they are certified to teach.  The Superintendent is recommending the 

approval of the appropriate Resolution which would affect employment of the 

following individual:  Andrew Kerley, Social Studies/Driver’s Education Teacher.  

The administrative recommendation is to adopt the Resolution Reference the 

Honorable Dismissal of a Certified Employee Social Studies/Driver’s Education 

Teacher, Andrew Kerley as presented and that the Superintendent be 

authorized and directed to deliver or cause to be delivered a notice to the 

employee as specified in the Resolution.  Is there any questions or comments? 
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 Poland moved that the Board adopt the Resolution Reference the 

Honorable Dismissal of a Certified Employee Social Studies/Driver’s 

Education Teacher, Andrew Kerley as presented and that the 

Superintendent be authorized and directed to deliver or cause to be 

delivered a notice to the employee as specified in the Resolution.  Upon 

being seconded by Stollard, the President put the question and roll being 

called, the following members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Horn, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood, White 

Nay: None 

Absent: None 

 

Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

The Superintendent is recommending the approval of the appropriate 

Resolution which would affect employment of the following individual:  Tori Hale, 

Business Teacher.  The administrative recommendation is to adopt the Resolution 

Reference the Honorable Dismissal of a Certified Employee Business Teacher, Tori 

Hale, as presented and that the Superintendent be authorized and directed to 

deliver or cause to be delivered a notice to the employee as specified in the 

Resolution. 

 

Board member Horn asked the Superintendent to clarify the process and how 

that’s done based on seniority.  Walk stated that is all set out by the law so 

previously, prior to Senate Bill 7 it was only based on seniority.  It was basically 

the teachers who had been there longest were automatically the ones not 

subject to reduction-in-force.  There is now a component as well that factors in 

evaluations and that can place people in to four different categories based on 

those items.  Even with that, the two individuals that are subject to this 

reduction-in-force would be the ones that have the least seniority.  When all the 

new factors were involved, it still ended up being the same two individuals as it 

would have been under the previous laws.  That is all set up and mandated in 

Senate Bill 7. 

 

Board member Horn asked if there were any provisions for rehire should the 

position be posted again. 

 

Superintendent Walk explained that within a certain time frame if we open a 

new position they would basically have the right to that position.  Walk stated 

that it’s at least one year.   
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 Stollard moved that the Board adopt the Resolution Reference the 

Honorable Dismissal of a Certified Employee Business Teacher, Tori Hale as 

presented and that the Superintendent be authorized and directed to 

deliver or cause to be delivered a notice to the employee as specified in 

the Resolution.  Upon being seconded by Grooms, the President put the 

question and roll being called, the following members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Horn, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood, White 

Nay: None 

Absent: None 

 

Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Building Principals gave their monthly reports.   

 

Superintendent Walk gave his monthly report.  Mr. Walk expressed gratitude to 

the staff for their hard work and dedication to the students and families of our 

District.  Mr. Walk stated that he has contacted the Sullivan Preschool to let them 

know that Project HELP students will be coming to our elementary school next 

year.  Mr. Walk thanked our local law enforcement officers for their support. 

 

Wood moved the meeting be adjourned. Upon said motion being 

seconded by Stollard, the President put the question and the roll being 

called, the following members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Horn, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood, White 

Nay: None 

Absent: None 

 

Whereupon, the President declared said meeting adjourned at 7:49 p.m.  

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

       Norman Wood, Secretary 

 

Attest: 

 

 

 

Jeff White, President 


