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SULLIVAN COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 300 
BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES 

 

January 8, 2018 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Education of Sullivan Community Unit School 

District No. 300 of Moultrie, Shelby, and Coles Counties, Illinois was duly called 

and held on January 8, 2018, at 6:33 p.m., at the Sullivan High School Media 

Center within the boundaries of said District.  

 

The President called the meeting to order and requested roll be called.  Upon 

roll being called the following members answered and were found to be 

present:  Tyson Grooms, Steve Poland, Erik Stollard, Ann Wheeler, Norman Wood, 

and Jeff White 

 

Administrators present: Ted Walk, Erik Young, Dan Allen, Nathan Ogle, Jessica 

Reeder 

 

Visitors present: Mike Brothers, Kevin Landrus, Christy Molzen, Leslie Guyot, Ben 

Guyot, Mark Waelde, Tim King, Michael Smith, and Becky 

Batman 

 

 Poland moved that the Board adjourn to closed session to discuss 

appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, 

dismissal of specific employees; superintendent’s evaluation; collective 

negotiations matters; student disciplinary cases; matters relating to 

individual students; and, minutes of meetings lawfully closed pursuant to 

Statute Sections 5 ILCS 120/2 [c] 1, 2, 9, 10, 14. Upon said motion being 

seconded by Grooms, the President put the question and the roll being 

called, the following members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood, White 

Nay: None 

Absent: Horn 

 

Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried, and the Board 

adjourned to closed session at 6:34 p.m.   

 

Wheeler moved that the Board adjourn from closed session and approve 

the Closed Session Minutes of December 11, 2017.  Upon said motion 
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being seconded by Poland, the President put the question and the roll 

being called, the following members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood, White 

Nay: None 

Absent: Horn 

 

Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried, and the Board 

adjourned from closed session at 6:54 p.m.   

 

President White stated that Regional Office of Education Superintendent 

candidate Michael Smith requested to address the Board.  Mr. Smith 

addressed the Board explaining his qualifications and the reasons why he 

wanted to be the Superintendent of the Regional Office of Education. 

 

President White asked if any item marked as consent agenda item needed to be 

withdrawn and held for further discussion. No items were withdrawn. 

 

Stollard moved that the minutes of the regular meeting held December 11, 

2017 be approved as presented; that the bills be approved as presented; 

that the Treasurer’s Report be approved as presented; and, that the Board 
approve Jerry Nuzzo and Bill Brown as volunteer assistant high school track 
coaches for the 2017-2018 school year and Wade Rogers as volunteer 
assistant high school basketball coach for the 2017-2018 school year.  

Upon said motion being seconded by Poland, the President put the 

question and the roll being called the following members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood, White 

Nay: None 

Absent: Horn 

 

Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Tim King of King Financial Consulting stated that the District has expressed interest 

in refinancing an outstanding high rate bond in order to pay the bond off early.  

This will make the net payment $137,000 less in total payments over time. 

 

Superintendent Walk stated that the Board of Education uses the Illinois 

Association of School Board’s Policy Reference Education Subscription Service 

and school attorneys to update and adopt policies consistent with changes in 

federal or state law or to address local issues.  The first reading of policies 2.260 
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Uniform Grievance Procedure; and, 5.20 Workplace Harassment was approved 

at the December, 2017 regular meeting of the Board of Education. 

 

 Stollard moved that the Board approve the second reading and adoption 

of policies 2.260 Uniform Grievance Procedure; and, 5.20 Workplace 

Harassment as presented.  Upon being seconded by Poland, the President 

put the question and roll being called, the following members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood, White 

Nay: None 

Absent: Horn 

 

Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Superintendent Walk stated that the Board of Education must 

biannually review closed session minutes.  The Board President 

appointed a committee of himself, Ann Wheeler, and Norman Wood to 

review the past closed session minutes.  The Closed Session Committee 

and Superintendent Walk reviewed the closed session minutes at 6:15 

p.m. today and recommend that the Board keep closed the closed 

session minutes of June 5, 2017; June 8, 2017; June 12, 2017; June 13, 

2017; June 14, 2017; June 15, 2017; July 10, 2017; July 20, 2017; August 4, 

2017; August 14, 2017; September 11, 2017; October 10, 2017; November 

13, 2017 (2 sets) and to destroy the verbatim records per Illinois Statute 5 

ILCS 120/2.06 the following records January 11, 2016; February 8, 2016 (2 

sets); March 14, 2016 (2 sets); April 11, 2016 (2 sets); May 9, 2016 (2 sets); 

June 8, 2016; June 13, 2016 (2 sets). 

 

 Wheeler moved that the Board approve the recommendation of 

the closed session committee as presented.  Upon being 

seconded by Poland, the President put the question and roll 

being called, the following members voted: 

 

 Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood, White 

 Nay: None 

 Absent: Horn 
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 Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Superintendent Walk stated that in order to maintain the same bond levy 

amount as previous years for the next four years in order to payoff previous 

debt more than a full year ahead of schedule.  By doing so, taxpayers will 

save approximately $136,000 by restructuring this debt to pay it earlier, while 

keeping the tax levy at the existing level.  The District would purchase these 

bonds in order to earn the interest income similar to the Series 2016C bond 

issue that the District already owns.  Mr. Walk noted that this is not asking for 

any new dollars.  The District is actually asking for $136,000 fewer dollars from 

the tax payers by doing this. 

 

 Stollard moved that the Board approve the Resolution providing for the 

issue of $492,300 Taxable General Obligation Refunding School Bonds, 

Series 2018, for the purpose of refunding certain outstanding obligations, 

providing for the levy of taxes to pay said bonds, and providing for the 

sale of said bonds to the District’s Education Fund.  Upon being 

seconded by Grooms, the President put the question and roll being 

called, the following members voted: 

 Yea: Grooms, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood, White 

 Nay: None 

 Absent: Horn 

 

 Whereupon, the President declared said motion carried. 

 

Horn arrived at 7:22 p.m. 

 

The principals each gave their monthly reports.  

 

The Superintendent gave his monthly report.    Mr. Walk updated the Board 

regarding the recent frigid weather.  There was a water line break in the high 

school which Mr. Landrus has patched and the building is functional.  Winter 

Planning Session is January 20.  Mr. Walk stated that over the last several years 

there has been a lot of discussion regarding the 5th grade transitioning to the 

middle school.  The current enrollment of Sullivan Elementary School is 

exceeding the building capacity which was set when it was built in 1996, which 

was before we had a plan for a computer lab or even dedicated special 
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education rooms.  Currently, the elementary school has 548 students and 29 

teachers while the middle school has 243 students and 14 teachers.  There have 

been space issues with the elementary school for quite some time.  Currently 

every available classroom space is being used.  There are two special education 

teachers who are working out of undersized classrooms and one special 

education teacher who is working out of the conference room.  Two speech 

language pathologists share a room which means they can’t work with students 

at the same time and often are working out in the hallways or outside of a 

classroom.  We also have occupational therapists and aides who are 

occasionally working in closets which are a tough place to be instructing our 

students.  To compound the problem the third grade class has increased where 

class size is approximately 27.   Even if the third grade class is split into four 

sections, average class size will be over 20.  We explored a lot of options of how 

classroom space can be made available at Sullivan Elementary School.  There 

are different things that have been considered, most of them are band-aids.  All 

of these potential options, even what we’re going to suggest, comes with its own 

issues.  Sullivan Middle School currently has six classrooms that will be available 

for students.  Prior to the most recent arrangement this building housed students 

from third through eighth grade.  After careful thought and consideration for a 

sustainable solution the Sullivan Middle School will host fifth grade through eighth 

grade students beginning 2018-2019 school year.  We are working with current 

fifth through eighth grade teachers to make this transition is as smooth as 

possible.  Classrooms for fifth and sixth grade students are going to be located 

on the third floor of the building while all seventh and eighth grade classes will 

be located on the second floor.  Both fifth and sixth grade students will have 

additional homeroom time in order to provide check in opportunities as well as 

have recess adjoining their lunch period.  We’ve had a lot of calls for our current 

middle school teachers to say sixth grade can use recess and what we’re going 

to be able to do with this new arrangement is make it more of a transition from 

the elementary building into the middle school building.  It will also allow for 

increased course options for students.  In August, we will have a fifth and sixth 

grade orientation.  It will begin with activities for students and conclude with a 

session for parents.  Students and parents will have an opportunity to explore the 

middle school building, visit classrooms, find student lockers and ask questions as 

well. 
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Stollard moved the meeting be adjourned. Upon said motion being 

seconded by Grooms, the President put the question and the roll being 

called, the following members voted: 

 

Yea: Grooms, Horn, Poland, Stollard, Wheeler, Wood, White 

Nay: None 

Absent: None 

 

 Whereupon, the President declared said meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m.  

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

       Norman Wood, Secretary 

Attest: 

 

 

 

Jeff White, President 


