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          SATEC STUDENTS PRESENT OLIVIA       IN THIS ISSUE 

The letter that follows was written by the Vermont Superintendents Association (VSA) 
Board of Trustees and submitted to all Vermont newspapers. 

VSA: Next education secretary must be ‘skilled 
navigator, collaborator and leader’ 
Vermont’s local school officials are being asked to lead in a time 
of significant challenge and dramatic change. 

School leaders are inspired by the important work of creating 
effective, equitable learning opportunities responsive to the 
aspirations and aptitudes of every student. 

The task of leading in an era of declining enrollment, expanding 
societal needs, an often-contentious political environment, tight 
fiscal resources and growing concerns about the security of our 
schools strains even the most-well equipped and experienced 
school officials. 

Vermont’s school leaders have responded admirably and will 
continue to do so. 

Local education officials have answered Gov. Phil Scott’s call for 
fiscal restraint by delivering budgets well below the targets 
established by his administration. 

Many school boards, administrators and communities have 
responded to the opportunities created by Act 46 and are finding 
operating efficiencies and greater equity in student offerings. 

Local school officials have been challenged to keep pace with all 
of the predictable, regular work they face while contending with 
unforeseen and unexpected tasks resulting from national events, 

threats to school 
security and a 
society that is 
seemingly 
becoming less united. Continue reading.  

Definition of Educational Equity  
Developed at the Vermont Association of School Boards (VSBA)/ 
Vermont Superintendents Association (VSA) Retreat: 

Educational equity means that each student receives the 
resources and educational opportunities they need to learn and 
thrive.  

• Equity means that a student’s success is not predicted nor 
predetermined by characteristics such as race, ethnicity, 
religion, family economics, class, geography, disability, 
language, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity or 
initial proficiencies. 

• Equity means that every school provides high quality 
curriculum, programs, teachers and administrators, 
extracurricular activities and support services.  

• Equity goes beyond formal equality where all students are 
treated the same. Achieving equity may require an unequal 
distribution of resources and services.  

• Equity involves disrupting inequitable practices, 
acknowledging biases, employing practices that reflect the 
reality that all students will learn, and creating inclusive 
multicultural school environments for adults and children. 

The Maple Run Unified School District is 
where inquiring minds, compassionate  

hearts, creative expression, healthy lives  
and service to the community develop so  

all can learn, achieve and succeed. 

Bellows Free Academy 

Collins Perley Sports Center 

Fairfield Center School 

Northwest Technical Center 

St. Albans City School 

St. Albans Town Educational Center 
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Cover School of the Month: 

 

St. Albans Town Educational 
Center 
MISSION - The Maple Run Unified 
School District is where: inquiring 
minds, compassionate hearts, 
creative expression, healthy lives 
and service to the community 
develop so all can achieve and 
succeed. 

On the cover - On April 12th, 31 
students in grades 4th-8th were involved 
in creating and presenting “Olivia”. This 
brilliant and innovative show, set in 
Victorian times, traced the steps of 
Olivia, from downtrodden orphan to star 
of the stage. On her journey to the bright 
lights of London, she was befriended by 
Eliza Doolittle [from “My Fair Lady”] and, 
after a series of adventures, became a 
singer in a new Gilbert and Sullivan show, 
thanks to the unlikely assistance of Fagin 
and The Artful Dodger. 

Odyssey of the Mind 

Congratulations to all our Maple Run 
Odyssey of the Mind Teams who 
competed in the State Tournament on 
Saturday, March 17, 2018. We are proud 
that we have four great teams from all 
schools in Maple Run! Thank you to our 
OOTM Coordinator, Lynn Tetreault and 
to all our volunteer parent coaches. 

The Balsa Team is Headed to Worlds! 
Exciting news for Maple Run/SATEC’s 
Odyssey of the Mind...3 members of the 
Division 1 Balsa team are headed to the 
World Finals in Ames, Iowa May 22-27! 
Mason Conner, Patricia Noza and 
Rebecca Tetreault are working hard to 
raise the money to attend this amazing 
team competition. 

   
 
 
 

In April, Lt. Governor Zuckerman visited 
with the 4th Grade students as a part of 
their Vermont Studies Unit, and local 
author Corey Gottfried presented his new 
self-published book, The Adventures of 
Jaz, to SATEC’s first and second graders. 

A Maple Run Unified Team made up of 
two students from SATEC and two from 
SACS did a presentation to the MRUSD 
Board about Vermont 3D Town History 
Competition. They competed against 14 
other teams and placed second. The 
annual competition combines historical 
research with 3D modeling and printing. 
Each school selected a building for their 
focus: The Old Post Office and Court 
House Building,  and the Fairfield Street 
School models shown here.   

Celebrating Successes 

Across Our District 

Div. 2-Stellar Hangout 

Div. 1 - Animal House 1 

Div. 1- Stellar Hangout 

Primary - Now We’re Cooking 
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MISSION - The Maple Run Unified School District is where inquiring minds, compassionate hearts, creative expression, 
healthy lives and service to the community develop so all can achieve and succeed. 

Northwest Technical Center 
Close to 60 Northwest Technical Center students recently 
participated in 
the 2018 
SkillsUSA State 
Leadership & 
Skills 
Competition. 
SkillsUSA 
tested our 
students with a 
variety of 
rigorous 
practical’s, 
written tests 
and 
professional 
interviews.  
The group is fundraising to finance a trip to nationals in Louisville, 
Kentucky this summer.  

Gold Medal Winners 
Kendra Bond Early Childhood Education (Human Services) 
Ki Tedford Automotive Services (Automotive Technology) 
Ethan Ireland Related Technical Math (Engineering Technology) 

Haley Bechard Medical Terminology (Medical Professions) 
Nick Rafferty Carpentry (Building Trades) 
Joe Willis Quiz Bowl (Engineering Technology) 
Alexander Haag Quiz Bowl (Engineering Technology) 
Jarrit Hathway Quiz Bowl (Engineering Technology) 
Johnny Youland Quiz Bowl (Engineering Technology) 
Colin McGovern Quiz Bowl (Engineering Technology) 

21 additional students placed in Silver or Bronze.  

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math)  

Over 160 middle school students from Fairfield Center School, 
Mississquoi Valley Union Middle School, St. Albans City School, 
and St. Albans Town Educational Center descended on the 
BFA/NWTC campus to show off their STEM skills. This Tech 
and Engineering Day provides an opportunity for middle school 
students to think about and explore engineering and science 
educational pathways while giving them an opportunity to 
show off their critical thinking skills. Students participated in a 
series of competitions including bridge building, electrical 
systems, user experience, material engineering, packaging 
design, and more. Leeann Wright, NWTC Director, expressed 
the importance of exposing students of all ages to STEM 
related education and career options available to them in their 
communities. She is thankful for the generous support from 
the STEM Challenge Initiative, and their partnership with BFA, 
which allowed the event free of charge for participants, 
ensuring that all schools, regardless of budget, can attend. This 
year, the Overall Winner of Tech and Engineering Day at 
Northwest Technical Center was St. Albans Town Educational 
Center.  

Bellows Free Academy 
VEHI Thriving Rock Star 

Maple Run Unified School District has another VEHI Thriving 
Rock Star! Nominations are made for an individual who models 
wellness - physical, emotional, 
social or spiritual. Thirty wellness 
rockstars are chosen to honor each 
year. Randi Lynch is an MRUSD 
employee who supports a special 
education student in drama and in 
three sports through the Unified 
Kids program.  With degrees in 
behavioral psychology and 
communication she expresses her 
love for helping students with social 
pragmatics -- how they learn to use 
and adapt language for different 
purposes. Randi leads a very active 
lifestyle, including high intensity training and Zumba four or 
five times a week at Collins Perley sports arena. Hiking is one of 
her passions.  Read the full article here. 

Maher Receives Scholarship 

Out of 49 applications received for the VT-NEA Maida F. 
Townsend Scholarship, only 10 were selected. BFA’s Robbie 
Maher was one of the 10! 

As reported by Kristin 
Corrigan, a BFA 
employee, in a special to 
the St. Albans Messenger, 
the scholarship is awarded 
annually to sons and 
daughters of Vermont-
NEA members.  

Applicants were given the 
following essay prompt 
“As you reflect upon your 
learning and education to 
this point, what changes 
would you make in the 
school system to more 

effectively meet your needs and the needs of your peers.” 

“...I believe there are tremendous opportunities available to 
students through the Flexible Pathways Program and those 
that may be similar,” Maher wrote in answer. “A student that is 
involved in an activity that they love is more likely to produce 
high-quality work because of their excitement toward the 
content. It is very similar to the concept of acquiring a job that 
you love so that it doesn’t feel like work.” 

Under Act 77, Vermont schools are required to offer students 
flexible pathways for learning that include exploring their 
interests and possible careers. Continue Reading…. 

http://vehi.org/rockstars/detail/67/randi-lynch
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St. Albans City School 
Walking Wednesdays will be expanded to include National Bike 
to School Day on May 9! 

 

SACS students (and staff!) enjoyed a fun Fancy Dance. The proof 
is in the photos! 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Childhood Programs 
St. Albans Town Fire Department held a fire safety class with 
Curiosity Corners Preschool Students - What a great day! 
Thanks to Lieutenant Ryea, Lieutenant Bachand, and Trainee 
Brady! 

 
Fairfield Center School 
Ms. Brett's class had so much fun celebrating the different 
decades. There was 100% participation so there was a 
celebration. A graph was created depicting how many students 
chose each decade. And then students danced their way 
through the decades by listening and dancing to a song from 
every decade (40's to now). Songs included Footloose and Twist 
and Shout. There was lots of rocking and rolling in second 
grade! 
  



MAPLE RUN UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT | Issue        5 

 

 

VSA Letter continued from page 1:  

These pressures show no signs of abating. 

Legislation under consideration by the General Assembly would 
revamp the education funding formula, modify the funding and 
practice for delivering special education services, and alter, once 
more, the system for providing pre-K education. In addition, the 
Legislature is working on an expansive array of less prominent 
bills that would add requirements on schools and make providing 
education more complex. Obligations for our public schools are 
added every year. 

Political leaders, and communities, please take note. It is a 
challenging time to be a school leader. Please take special note. 
Local school officials are holding up their end of the bargain. 

Following former Education Secretary Rebecca Holcombe’s 
resignation, there was an immediate focus on the qualifications 
necessary for Vermont’s next education secretary. The law is 
clear that the secretary must possess extensive education 
leadership experience and Gov. Scott has signaled his recognition 
of this requirement. 

Vermont’s education system relies on collaboration by the 
governor, the General Assembly, the State Board of Education, 
the Agency of Education and, most significantly, local school 
communities served by school boards and the administrators 
with whom they work. The secretary of education must have the 
skills to guide that collaboration. It is a responsibility that will 
challenge the most adept secretary, and one that cannot be 
accomplished without a deep understanding of what is required 
and what is at stake. 

Vermont’s next education secretary must possess the highest 
level of credibility with the governor, the state board, the General 
Assembly and, very importantly, local school communities. The 
challenges are too great, and the stakes too high, to attempt to 
move ahead without a leader who enjoys the full confidence of all 
the necessary partners. 

Times call for a skilled navigator, collaborator and leader who will 
be effective in moving the state and its system of public 
education forward in a manner that genuinely helps all of us 
successfully accomplish the work that lies ahead. 

Times call for an education secretary who understands the 
importance of responding to the learning needs of every student; 
who understands that public education is foundational to a 
strong and prospering society; and who acknowledges, most 
especially, that we are all in this together.  

Bobbie Maher continued from page 2 

As a result, Maher was able to do an independent study focused 
on growing his journalism career. (Full disclosure: Maher is a 
correspondent covering sports for the Messenger.) He 
successfully conceived an online webpage for the BFA’s school 
newspaper, The Mercury, and saw over 100 stories published in 
print or online in one semester alone. Maher also successfully 
took part in an effort to lobby for the passage in the Vermont 
legislature of H.513. The bill guaranteed student writers full First 
Amendment rights in school journalism and protection from 
censorship by school administrators. 

Maher testified before the House Judiciary Committee and was 
present when Gov. Phil Scott signed it into law. He is planning to 
attend Northern Vermont University-Johnson this fall, majoring 
in journalism and political science. Upon graduation, he hopes to 
have obtained a Vermont Level I Professional Educator’s License 
and find a career in Vermont. 

 

 

Students present their 3D project to the Board in April at SATEC.  

Fairfield: The Fuel Up to Play 60 Core Team, the Abbey and the Healthy 
Snack Crew teamed up to help all students enjoy PACK week. 

HOPE Presents Internship Program to the Board Meeting in February at SACS.  

Students make a convincing presentation to the Board in March at BFA.  


