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Message from Superintendent

School Safety

School Safety is always an important issue for Tipton Community School Corporation (TCSC). This 
issue has taken on more significance in view of school safety issues that have occurred locally and 
nationally in recent months.  As a result, there has been an intense focus from the community as to 
what schools are doing to address safety issues in our schools, not just in Tipton but across the state 
and the nation. 

Here are some of the things that Tipton schools do to help ensure the safety of our children:

 • All school administrators are certified School Safety Specialist, receiving required annual training. 

 • A School Emergency Plan is in place and reviewed annually by the school and local law 
enforcement and emergency personnel.

 • Three administrators, as well as three local law enforcement personnel, are trained and certified 
in ALICE. (Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate).  This is the model that is followed and 
practiced with school staff and students.  

 • The school has an excellent partnership with local law enforcement with regular meetings, 
ongoing communication and joint training.  

 • The corporation has finished re-keying all entries.  In recent years, TCSC has installed electronic 
door locks on key entrances to the schools. This allows TCSC to control the access to these entries. 

 • The school building is secured with all doors being locked at all times.  The exception is having 
limited, designated doors opened from 7:30 - 8:00 AM and from 3:00-4:00 PM. 

 • All buildings are Common Sense Certified, where we place a strong emphasis on Digital 
Citizenship - teaching students to use the Internet and technology properly.  

 • Installed lightning alerts system to warn of lightning dangers at outside facilities.

In addition, we are continuing to look at:  limit access to buildings during evening activities and explore 
the feasibility of the employment of a School Resource Officer.  

TCSC is working to balance having an inviting environment for students, 
parents, and guests  yet maintaining a secure environment.



Tipton Community School Corporation is joining the 
number of school corporations looking at the renewable 
solar energy to help defray the cost of operating the 
schools. TCSC is working with Johnson-Melloh to 
construct a solar field in the land east of the Nature 
Center.  The $1.2 million project is being funded through 
cash balances in the Debt Service Fund and will not 
have an impact on the current tax rate.  The project is 
expected to provide 80% of the total energy needed to 
operate the TCSC buildings and is expected to pay for 
itself within 13 years  and provide an annual saving of 
approximately $82,000.

TIPTON COMMUNITY SCHOOL CORPORATION'S VISION STATEMENT
The future success of TCSC is dependent upon our school’s strong partnership between 
students, staff, parents, and community.  This collaboration provides opportunities for 

student success and growth in their academic, vocational, and personal pursuits. 
It is an environment where students take ownership of their future while becoming respected, 

responsible, citizens in an ever-changing world.  A highly motivated staff implements best 
practices through a well-articulated K-12 curriculum and oversees development 

in students’ character, social, and collaborative skills. 

NEW INTERNET FILTERING PROVIDED 
Parents were recently sent a letter (via email) about a new filtering device being used on school 
corporation owned laptops and ipads.  Securly is used to help keep students safe on their school 
issued devices. Securly will also give more control to parents on what websites their children 
have access.  Parents receive weekly emails from Securly allowing parents to review your child’s 
online activity.  Parents who do not wish to receive the weekly email from Securly can simply click 
unsubscribe in the bottom left corner of the email.

LAPTOP PURCHASE
Graduating Seniors will be given the option to 
purchase the laptop they have been using the 
past four years in high school. The laptops will be 
sold for $250, which is what the school receives 
in selling the used laptops to a 3rd party vendor. 
Students interested in purchasing their laptops 
should see Mr. Gingerich by May 4.

Attention students, parents, and community patrons, if you 
have information about a school safety issue and would 
like to provide that information anonymously you go to 
the link listed below, or download the free app “School 
Messenger Quick Tip.” 

https://asp.schoolmessenger.com/Tipton/quicktip/

ANONYMOUS 
TIP LINE 

FOR SCHOOL 
SAFETY ISSUES

SOLAR FIELDS AT TIPTON



MAY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 3 .....................World of Creativity, TMS

May 4 .....................TESO Walk-a-Thon, TES

May 7-11 .......... Teacher Appreciation Week

May 8 ................... Board Meeting, 5:30/6:30

May 8 ........Band Concert (Combined), 7:30

May 9 ...........Staff Recognition Dinner, 4:00

May 14 .............. Spring Choir Concert, 7:00

May 15 ...............Spring Band Concert, 7:00

May 16 ........................Top 10 Banquet, 6:00

May 18 ....... Stage and Swing Concert, 7:00

May 23 .............................. Last Student Day

May 24 .............................Teacher Work Day

May 24 ................... Senior Awards, 7:00 PM

May 26 .........................Graduation, 2:00 PM

LITTLE RED FOOD PANTRY

The students in Cheri Leffler’s fourth grade class recently heard about a local food pantry in need of donations. The students 
heard that the little red food pantry on Maple Street was in danger of closing if more donations weren’t brought to the location 
soon. The students immediately started brainstorming of ways they could help others in need. They thought that the best way 
was to conduct an emergency food drive.  JJ Pacewicz’s mother, Holly Ortiz, even went to the Kempton Town Board to get 
permission to collect items. 

“It was so heartwarming to see the students and parents take charge of a project that was near and dear to the students’ 
hearts”, said Cheri Leffler. The students started bringing in nonperishable items on Thursday, April 19. By the time the items 
were presented to Linda Shupperd, the owner of the little food pantry, 215 items were collected. Linda stated that she stocks 
the pantry about three times each day, and the collected items from today will be enough for about one week.

Joseph Clouser said, “I still can’t believe we collected so many items!” This community service project just demonstrated to the 
students that they can do anything if they put their minds to it. It also showed the students that you don’t have to be an adult 
to have an impact on other people. 



RADIO: 

WWKI (100.5 FM), WERK 

(93.5, 96.7, 100.5, 101.7, 

104.9 FM & 1240 AM), 

WIOU/WZNZ, and WSHW

TELEVISION: 

Channels 4, 6, 8, 13, & 59

TCSC on the web at tcsc.k12.in.us 
and follow us on Facebook and Twitter

CALENDAR CHANGES 
FOR 2018-2018

Beginning next year, Tipton Community School Corporation will 
no longer schedule the 30-minute delayed start on Wednesday 
mornings.  This time was set aside to allow teachers to come 
together and receive training on various issues affecting them 
and their classrooms.  Instead, four (4) days have been scheduled 
as eLearning Days to be used as Professional Development 
for staff.  On these days, staff members will report to school as 
usual while students will stay at home and continue their learning 
through technology.  The dates that have been scheduled are: 
September 17, November 5, February 4, and April 8. 

BACK TO SCHOOL 
INFORMATION 

The next newsletter will be distributed on August 1 
and will have information to help get students and their 

families started with the 2018-2019 school year. 
In the meantime, the following are some dates 

for parents to put on their calendars: 

JULY 31 
Online registration opens

AUGUST 6-8 
TMS Rocks is the orientation session for incoming 

sixth grade students will be held at the middle school. 
(Students only attend one day) 

AUGUST 7 
Walk-In Registration will take place in all buildings 

from 2:00 PM to 7:00 PM. Parents can, 
and are encouraged to register their children online. 

Online registration will be available on July 31. 

AUGUST 8 
Parent meeting for incoming sixth grade students

 AUGUST 8 
The Blue Devil Kickoff is the orientation session for 

incoming freshmen. Sessions will start in the high school 
cafeteria and will last from 9:00 – 12:00

AUGUST 10 
First day of school for students

SCHOOL BREAKFAST 
PROGRAM REMINDER 
We would like to remind you that eating 
breakfast every morning is linked to many 
health benefits, including weight control 
and improved performance. Remember, if your 
student qualifies for Free or Reduced Lunch they also 
qualify for Free or Reduced Breakfast, however a full price breakfast 
meal is only $1.45 for all other students. Tipton and ARAMARK are 
focused to help nurture your student’s wellness and you are welcome 
to give suggestions or comments anytime. Please do not hesitate 
to reach out to Adam Proulx, the school’s Food Service Director by 
phone at 765-675-7521 ext. 216 or aproulx@tcsc.k12. in.us with your 
email. USDA is an equal opportunity employer and provider.
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TRANSFER STUDENTS 
Tipton Community School Corporation has many outstanding programs 
and opportunities for students that are enrolled in our schools. TCSC 
does accept students not residing within the boundaries of the school 
corporation to take advantage of these opportunities. Anyone who 
currently does not reside within the TCSC boundaries and would like 
for their children to attend Tipton schools may apply for admission. 
Application materials are available on the school corporation’s web 
site at www.tcsc.k12.in.us. School corporations are now required 
to establish the number of transfer students the school corporation 
has the capacity to accept and to establish a date by which transfer 
requests must be received. All transfer requests that exceed the 
available openings in a particular grade level will be subject to a lottery 
drawing to determine the accepted applications. If requests received 
between July 1 and August 1 exceed the available openings, a lottery 
drawing will be held from those requests to determine which requests 
will be accepted. If a drawing is necessary, it will be held during the 
Board’s regular meeting scheduled for August 14. Additional transfer 
requests will continue to be accepted only if openings are available for 
the given grade level.



• • • SUMMER SLIDE • • •

By Audrey Wetz

The “summer slide” isn’t the new curly slide in the park!  Studies show that the phenomena “summer slide” is the real 
effect on students who neglect reading during the summer. Regardless of ethnicity, socioeconomic level, or previous 
achievement, children who read four or more books over the summer fare better on reading comprehension tests in the 
fall than their peers who read one or no books over the summer (Kim 2004).  Novels and picture books are great, but 
in the attached graphic it suggests to “celebrate ALL reading”.  So, make it fun too!  Read travel brochures, gardening 
packets, favorite magazines, or the lyrics of your favorite songs!  Share the reading with your child…. even if they are 
in middle school!  The Tipton County Library has a summer reading program that is fantastic and fun!  Our 6th grade 
students have also created some book reviews for middle grade selections that you can check out!  But, sometimes life 
gets busy and you don’t make it to the library as often as you planned!  There are also many wonderful digital resources!  
Did you know that many of the classics are free on iTunes and Amazon?  Middle school students will also have summer 
access to their myon.com eBook accounts and elementary students can use a site call Epic for access to thousands of 
picture books!  The important thing is to keep it fun and keep your child thinking about what they are learning through 
whichever type of reading they choose!  

Summer Reading is very important for your Child. 



Elementary School

PARENT INVOLVEMENT AT TIPTON ELEMENTARY

A special highlight at Tipton Elementary is parent involvement.  Just last week we had parents visiting Tipton Elementary 
School for Muffins with Mom, Father/Daughter Dance, and Title 1 Parent Night.  We, at TES, feel that parent involvement has 
a positive effect on student success and achievement.

The school to home link is very important.  Many times people view education as a starting and a stopping place at the school.  
However, learning is an ongoing process that needs to continue from the classroom to home and back again.

Public education has changed over the years, but one factor, family engagement, remains critical to student achievement.  
Research continues to show that family engagement in school improves student achievement, reduces absenteeism and 
restores parent’s confidence in their child’s education.  

At Tipton Elementary, we continue to focus on parent involvement.  We try to engage parents in many ways to ensure their 
children have every opportunity for success.  Our school provides a variety of activities for parents, here are just a few:  
volunteer at school, TESO (Tipton Education Service Organization), field trips that a parent can attend, music programs, 
Donuts with Dads, Muffins with Mom, Title 1 Family Night twice a year, Mother/Son bowling, and Father/Daughter dance.   
Family members can also have lunch with their child.

We have seen first-hand the positive impact of family engagement on student success and school improvement.  At Tipton 
Elementary we encourage all parents to take an active role in their children’s education.  We are all working for student success.



PARENT INVOLVEMENT - TITLE ONE

Research shows that when families support learning at home, students achieve greater success.  Recently, the Title One Program 
at Tipton Elementary held a fun and informative “Animal Adventure” Family Night. Title One is a federally funded program to help 
students who are low achieving or most at risk of falling behind.  This parent involvement meeting was held to give parents the 
opportunity to attend different sessions to help them better understand what we are doing at school, learn how they could help 
at home, and give the staff valuable input to evaluate our current program.  A Parent Advisory Council is being formed as Tipton 
Elementary School moves to a Schoolwide Title One Program next year.  

During the event, parents and students were treated to a free meal of walking tacos, cookies, and drinks.  The students enjoyed 
playing Book Bingo where free books were given as prizes, Face/arm painting, Math game rotations, and a balloon artist while 
parents attended informational meetings.  At the end of the evening, parents and students were treated to a live animal show by 
Silly Safari.



Middle School

On August 6, 7 and 8, students who will be entering 6th grade at Tipton Middle School will attend an orientation called “TMS Rocks!”  
This orientation is designed to help with the transition from 5th to 6th grade.  The middle school environment is different than the elemen-
tary and can be a little intimidating.  Attending “TMS Rocks!” will make students feel much more comfortable with the changes they will 
face.  During “TMS Rocks!” students will have the chance to spend a day at Tipton Middle School learning all about middle school life.

 
Students will:

* Learn to read their schedules    * Receive their locker assignments and learn to work their combination locks

* Learn to use their assignment notebook    * Take part in a "mock" schedule

* Attend a computer usage session    * Eat lunch and have a chance to win door prizes!

* At the end of the day, students will have time to decorate their lockers to show their unique style!
 

Students sign up for ONE of the following sessions:

Session I: August 6th (Monday) 9:00 - 2:00     |     Session II: August 7th (Tuesday) 9:00 - 2:00

Session III: August 8th (Wednesday) 9:00 - 2:00     |     Parent Session: August 9th (Wednesday) 6:00 - 7:00
 

The cost to attend "TMS Rocks!" is $5.00.  
However, we want everyone to attend so please do not let the money keep you from sending your child.  

If your child is not yet registered, please feel free to contact Mrs. Gena Schultz at 675-7521 ext. 235.

“TMS ROCKS!”

“My Closet” is beginning to fill up with Spring and Summer clothing!  Winter coats are being put away to make room for warm weather items.  We 
are also beginning to add some clothing for preschoolers.  Some summer items are now available in little kids sizes 4 and 5. 
 
“My Closet” is here to assist any Tipton Community School Corporation student in grades Pre K-12 who needs a new outfit.  Appointments can be 
made through the end of May to “shop” at our store.  We will be closed during the summer and reopen for appointments in August.  To schedule 
an appointment for your child, please contact Mrs. Gena Schultz at 675-7521 ext. 235.  

“My Closet” is a new clothing pantry for students whose families have a financial need.  It is set up like a store, and students may come to “shop” 
one time per semester for a new outfit free of charge.  There are no questions asked and no eligibility guidelines.  If a child is in need of a new 
outfit and parents are struggling to provide it, the child qualifies.  It is that simple.   Students who come to “My Closet” will receive a jacket, shirt, 
pants, package of socks, package of underwear and a free haircut from Absolutely You Salon. 

“My Closet” is a joint venture between TCSC and the generous donors of Tipton County and throughout the state of Indiana.   
If you or someone you know would like to partner with us, please contact Mrs. Gena Schultz at 675-7521 ext. 235.

“My Closet”



High School

NEW CLASS OFFERED AT THS!
Musical Theatre class is the newest elective being offered at Tipton High School this year.  The class is taught by Mrs. Haynes and 
has an enrollment of 25 students in its first semester.  In this class, students learn the history of musical theatre and Broadway.  
We study musical theatre performers, producers, writers, choreographers, and all the things that go into the making of a musical 
production.  We also do a lot of in class improv and many group performing and planning activities.  One activity involved students 
being given boxes of trash bags and having to "be creative" in creating a costume from only the trash bags.  In another activity, 
students were given scenes from a musical.  They were then assigned jobs within their groups and worked together to be able to 
perform these scenes in class.  Students are currently working on putting together an actor's portfolio which will include a resume 
and headshots!  On April 4, the class took a field trip to Beef & Boards Dinner Theatre to see the musical "Mamma Mia!".



RECORD SETTING YEAR

The Tipton High School Swimming and Diving Team had another record breaking year. The girls’ team saw 6 new 
records set.  This includes:

 • 200 Medley Relay: MacKenzie Hoover, Mary Ankrum, Abby Retz and Cassie Hoover
 • 200 Individual Medley: M Hoover
 • 100 Butterfly: A Retz
 • 500 Freestyle: M Hoover
 • 200 Freestyle Relay: M Hoover, C Hoover, Erin Stiner, and A Retz
 • 400 Freestyle Relay: M Hoover, E Stiner, C Hoover, A Retz

The boys’ team set 10 new records that include:

 • 200 Medley Relay: James Moll, Zach Juday, Ayden Stanley, Alex Geiger
 • 200 Freestyle: A Stanley
 • 200 Individual Medley: Ben Aulbach
 • 50 Freestyle: A Stanley
 • 100 Butterfly: A Stanley
 • 100 Freestyle: A Stanley
 • 500 Freestyle: A Stanley
 • 100 Backstroke: J Moll
 • 100 Breaststroke: B Aulbach
 • 400 Freestyle Relay: A Stanley, Carter Harrison, A Geiger, J Moll

 The boys swim team finished 2nd in the Hoosier Conference and set a record on the number of athletes advancing 
the sectional finals.
  
This year’s swim team also has two swimmers continuing their swimming careers at the collegiate level: James Moll 
(Hanover College) and Emalea Tragesser (Anderson University).

Tipton Blue Devil Swimming & Diving program also recognizes foreign exchange student-athletes who have participated 
in the program.  This year Rose Rzepka (Poland) received this honor.



NOTEWORTHY BLUE DEVILS

Kathy Uitts (TES), Rodney “Top” Fletcher (THS), and Matt Wood (THS) have announced their retirement from education at the 
end of this school year.  We thank them for their many years of service and wish them well in their future.

Renee’ Anderson (TCSC) has also announced her retirement from Tipton schools. Renee’ has been with the corporation for over 
30 years and retires as the Corporation Treasurer.  

KJ Roudebush (THS, Jr), Chosen as one of the Indiana Football 
Digest Prime Time 25 Players for the upcoming 2018 season. A 
true testament to his hard work as well as the hard work put in by 
his teammates and his coaches. A Blue Devil will grace the cover 
of the magazine this season.

KJ Roudebush (THS, Jr), was the sectional champion in wrestling 
in the 182 pound weight class.  He also placed 2nd in the regional 
to qualify for the semi-state.

All-Hoosier Conference first team Girls Basketball included 
Cassidy Crawford (THS, Jr) and Kelsey Mitchell (THS, Jr).  
Crawford (THS, Jr) was also first team for the Kokomo Tribune 
all-area team;  3rd team All Area - Mitchell (THS, Jr) & Rachael 
Ressler (THS, Jr); Crawford was also the Area Leading Scorer 
(20.0 ppg)

Cassidy Crawford (THS, Jr) was named to the Small School Underclassmen All-State 1st Team (2A, 1A).

All-Hoosier Conference first team Boys Basketball included: Carson Dolezal and Lukas Swan. 
Dolezal was also first team for the Kokomo Tribune all-area team and Swan was second team all-area team.

Carson Dolezal (THS, Jr) was named to Small School Underclass All-State 1st Team (2A, 1A).

Rachel Majors (THS, Sr) was named to the IBCA Academic All State (Honorable Mention).

Nick Bruce (THS, Sr) is completing his Work-Study Program at FCA and will present his final presentation later this month.

Harry Finch (THS, Sr) and Jacob Hughes (THS, Sr) - Indiana Academic All-Star, Indiana Soccer Coaches Association. 

The Tipton Middle School Bands and Choir earned Gold Ratings at this year’s IMSAA contest.

The Tipton High School Bands and the Young Originals earned Gold Ratings at this year’s IMSAA contests. 
The THS Concert Band competed for the first in Group One (larger schools) and earned the All Music School Award 
for the third straight year.

Levi Tragesser (THS, Sr), was inducted into National Technical Honors Society through John Hinds Career Center, 
maintaining a 3.0 GPA and being referred by his teachers.

Pictured: KJ Roudebush (THS, Jr) and Coach Aaron Tolle



NEW BAND DIRECTOR
Matt Skiba (center) has been named as the new band director for Tipton High School. He will replace Mr. Rodney “Top” Fletcher 
who is retiring at the end of this school year.

Mr. Skiba received his BA Degree from DePauw University (Greencastle, IN) and is currently working on his MA Degree at Purdue 
University.  He has extensive experience working with bands in schools at Greencastle, Speedway, Avon, and West Lafayette. We 
welcome Mr. Skiba to the Tipton community.
 

High School Band Registration for the 2018-2019 school year will be on Thursday, 
May 10th from 6:30 pm until 8:30pm and on Saturday, May 12 from 9:00 am 
until Noon. For anybody on the fence about band because we are getting a new 
director, Mr. SKiba will be available to meet you. Registration is mandatory for any 
student wanting to participate in band for the coming year.

Jenny Haynes (THS) and Jessica Hendricks (TES) provided the 
direction for Tipton High School’s production of Les Miserables.  Also, 
to the cast and crew that made this year’s production a success.



YOUR COMPANY & LOGO HERE

Tipton Community School Corporation is looking for local businesses and organizations to serve as 
sponsors for different things around the schools - such as this newsletter. By helping provide some needed 
items to the school, your organization can benefit by having your name visible as a member and supporter 
of Tipton Schools. We are currently looking for 2017-2018 event sponsors for Summer Teacher Academy 
(Aug.), Planetarium shows (Oct., Dec, Apr.), American Education Week (Nov.), Teacher Appreciation Week 
(May). If you are interested in using the school to help advertise your business or organization, and at the 
same time provide support to your local schools, please contact us. 

Let us talk about how we 
can work together for 

student success. 

dbenefiel@tcsc.k12.in.us 

765.675.2147

The  Credit Union Advantage



Tipton Community School Corporation

BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES 
BOARD MEMBERS

Rick Powell, President 

Gary Plumer, Vice President 

April Overdorf, Secretary

Jim Ankrum

Greg Burton

Gary Johnson

Randy Sottong

SUPERINTENDENT
Kevin R. Emsweller

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT
John Junco

EMPLOYMENT
All applicants interested in any of the following positions 
should submit an online application found on the school 
corporation’s web page under “Job Opportunities.”

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS QUALIFICATIONS:
Applicants must have or be able to obtain a Valid Teacher 
License or Valid Substitute Teaching Certificate. The 
minimum education requirement  necessary to receive a 
recommendation for a Substitute Teacher Certificate is a high 
school diploma. 

Pay Scale: 
Licensed Teacher (4) Year College Degree $80 - Other $60

SUBSTITUTE CAFETERIA WORKERS:
The Tipton Cafeterias are in need of substitute staff members. 
Paid training offered. Please apply online or contact the 
Food Service Department at 765.675.7521ext 216.

BUS DRIVERS QUALIFICATIONS:
Route Drivers / Substitute Drivers - Drivers must hold a 
commercial driver’s license (CDL) with a Public Passenger’s 
endorsement or be willing to obtain.
The Tipton Community School Corporation is an Equal Opportunity Employer

We are on the Web! • www.tcsc.k12.in.us
Questions or comments?  

Please contact us at: 765-675-2147

TIPTON COMMUNITY SCHOOL CORPORATION
1051 S Main St.Tipton, IN 46072

Speaking of the Blue Devils... is a periodical publication 
intended for the informational and entertainment purposes 

of residents and friends of the Tipton Community School 
Corporation, Tipton County, Indiana.  All Rights Reserved.

Tipton Community School Corporation

INFORMATION CENTER


