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Mr. Michael Burke
Superintendent

October 5, 2021

Good Afternoon,

I wanted to provide a current update to our HS/MS renovation project. The situation remains
challenging as we continue to navigate obstacles to get our students back for in-person
instruction. Here is the current status of several issues:

● Boilers: We have confirmed with our auditors that we can acquire boilers and univents
under emergency procurement laws without the need for a public bid. However, due to
NJAC 6A:23A-16.10, the district is unable to commit to making purchases outside of our
annual budget. Since the boiler and univent replacement is a massive and unbudgeted
expense, we need to secure outside financing. After discussions with our district attorney
and auditors, we can issue short-term notes to make purchases in excess of our current
budget, once the scope of repair work is officially approved by FEMA. We have our first
official meeting with our FEMA representative tomorrow morning.

● St. Therese: We have received a list of safety improvements/updates that need to be
made to the St. Therese school before it can be approved for students. We are working
quickly to remedy these issues and hope to submit our application for a Certificate of
Occupancy this Friday, October 8th. Once we receive the C.O., we are cleared to have
students and staff in the building.

● Trailers: The cost of temporary trailers has been surprisingly high, triggering the need
for approval by FEMA to cover the cost. If we cannot receive funding for trailers, we
must have our HS/MS building functioning with remote heating options for our students.
We anticipate the building being fully operational (excluding the auditorium and media
center) by January, but it is critical that we find an on-site location for our students as
soon as possible. Because of the excessively high cost of trailers, we are also exploring
every possible option to heat the building remotely. I would like to personally thank Mr.
Tomer Barkan and Mr. Irwin Brenner for their assistance in providing onsite specialists to
explore alternate heating options this week.



The district is also extremely appreciative to the efforts of Congressman Bill Pascrell, whose
office continues to work with us throughout the week to expedite all of the above issues.

I hope to have more information for you by next Monday, October 11th.

Sincerely,
Michael Burke
Superintendent of Schools


