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    Foster Care Plan 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
This plan addresses the requirements for foster care provisions under Title I of Essa which 
require State Educational Agencies (SDE) and Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) to 
collaborate with Child Welfare Agencies (CWAs) to ensure educational stability and minimize 
educational disruptions for children placed in foster care. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   Foster Care Plan 
 
The Comanche Public School district is committed to provide all students with a stable 
educational environment. Our goal is to provide greater stability for children in foster care to 
continue their education and achieve educational success. We recognize that foster children are 
at an increased risk of grade retention, gaps in attendance and academic achievement, and low 
high school attendance and graduation rates. Our plan will provide greater stability to continue 
their education without disruption, with the goal of achieving college and career readiness. 
 
Maintaining educational stability may include a child placed in foster care will remain in the 
school of origin unless it is determined it is not in the child’s best interest. Child Welfare will 
take into account the appropriateness of the current educational setting and the proximity to the 
school district of placement and determine if remaining in the school of origin is feasible. If it is 
not in the child’s best interest to remain in the school of origin, the child shall be enrolled 
without delay in the school of residence, even if records normally required are not available. 
Comanche School district will gather and maintain educational records and will send or request 
records as needed. 
 
 
   Foster Care Child Liaison 
 
The Comanche Public School district will assign at least one person to serve as a Foster Chare 
Child Liaison, or Point of Contact (POC). This person shall be named by the superintendent and 
turned in annually to the OSDE through the online Grants Management System by September 
30th of each year. The liaison will work in the best interest of the foster child to ensure that all 
educational needs are met. The liaison will have access to available training and materials to 
remain informed of any changes in Foster Care regulations. The liaison will work closely with 
state and tribal child welfare agencies to achieve the following: 
  
*   Coordinating with the child welfare agency 
*   Lead the development of the best interest plan 
*   Documenting the best interest determination 
*   Share date with the child welfare agency consistent with FERPA and other privacy protocols.  
*   Develop and coordinate local transportation procedures. 
*   Negotiate best interest determinations and transportation cost disputes. 
*   Ensure there is no delay in enrolling the foster child in the school of residence. 
*   Providing professional development and training to school staff on the Title I provisions and 
educational needs of children in foster care. 
 
 
     Committee 
 
A committee will meet to determine the appropriate placement of each foster child. The 
committee will consist of the Local Educational Agencies (LEA), the Foster Care Liaison, and a 
member of Child Welfare. In emergencies, Child Welfare has the authority to make an 



immediate decision regarding the school placement, then revisit the placement with other 
committee members. The determining factors may include the following: 
 
* Proximity of the placement family home to the child’s current school 
* Safety considerations 
* Age and grade level of the child 
* Child’s performance and engagement in the school of origin 
* Special Education needs if applicable 
* Time of the year of the placement 
* Child’s permanency goal and likelihood of reunification 
* Expected duration of the placement 
* Preferences of the child 
* Preferences of the child’s parent and educational decision makers 
* Placement of the child’s siblings 
* Availability and quality of the services in both the school of origin and the school of placement 
to meet the student’s needs. 
* History of prior transfers and the impact on the child 
* Length of the commute 
* Determine if the student has a disability under the IDEA who is receiving special education 
and any related services under Section 504 and determine the availability of those services 
* Determine if the child is an EL and receiving language services and the continued availability 
* Transportation cost will not be a consideration 
 
In the event of a disagreement regarding school placement for a child in foster care the Child 
Welfare agency has the final authority to make the decision of placement and will be responsible 
for transportation costs. 
 
 
                Enrollment of Students 
 
Foster parents, social workers and other legal guardians will be allowed to immediately enroll 
their children in Comanche Public Schools. They may be enrolled even though not all paperwork 
may be available. The foster family or child welfare agency needs to provide power of attorney, 
affidavit or a court order following enrollment. 
 
Special Ed students will be treated as any other students and the guidelines of IDEA part B and 
per the Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) all eligible children with disabilities will be 
given the least restrictive environment for educational opportunities. Educational placement will 
be reviewed annually and based on the IEP. Children in foster care will not be discriminated 
against and are considered a protected group. 
EL foster care students shall be able to participate equally in educational programs by providing 
a language assistance program. No EL student will be unnecessarily segregated. We will monitor 
and reevaluate the program as it progresses. 
 
 
       



            Transportation 
 
The Comanche School district will collaborate with the Child Welfare Agency to develop and 
implement procedures to maintain children in foster care in the schools of origin. We will 
collaborate with Child Welfare in making a transportation agreement.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


