
POLICY                                                    COLLINGSWOOD                                                                                          BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 

PROGRAM 
2467M/Page 1 of 3 

SURROGATE PARENTS AND RESOURCE FAMILY PARENTS 
 

 

2467 SURROGATE PARENTS AND RESOURCE FAMILY PARENTS (M)  
 
Federal and State laws require the Board ensure the rights of a student are protected 
through the provision of an individual to act as surrogate for the parent and assume all 
parental rights under N.J.A.C. 6A:14 when:  
 

1. The parent cannot be identified; 
 
2. The parent cannot be located after reasonable efforts; 
 
3. An agency of the State of New Jersey has guardianship of the student or the 

student is determined a ward of the State and, if the student is placed with a 
resource family parent, the resource family parent declines to serve as the student’s 
parent; and or 

 
4. The student is an unaccompanied youth as that term is defined in section 725(6) of 

the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 USC §11434.(a)6) and 
N.J.A.C. 6A:17-1.2 t. 

 
Qualifications and Selection 
The district shall make reasonable efforts to appoint a surrogate parent within thirty days 
of the determination that a surrogate parent is needed for a student.  If the district fails to 
appoint a surrogate parent for a ward of the State, a judge may appoint a surrogate parent 
if the judge determines a surrogate parent is necessary for such student. 
 
The district shall establish a method for selecting and training surrogate parents.   

 
The person serving as a surrogate parent shall: 
 

1. Have no interest that conflicts with the interest of the student they represent; 
 
2. Possess knowledge and skills that ensure adequate representation of the 

student; 
 
3. Not be replaced without cause; 
 
4. Be at least eighteen years of age; and 
 

5. Complete a criminal history review pursuant to N.J.S.A.  18A:6-7.1 if the 
person serving as the surrogate parent is compensated.  


