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Saturday, October 2 – happy 21st Birthday gta!  
 
Wednesday, October 6 – Fall Student Count Day 
 
Thursday & Friday, October 14 & 15, 21 & 22 –Parent-
Teacher Conferences (see information below) 
 
Our character is showing! 
Tracy Denoyer, GTA special education teacher, 
attended last week’s Kingsley Invitational cross country 
meet and learned that a spectator from Elk Rapids had 
lost a set of keys.  Tracy found the keys but lost track of 
their owner, so she gave them to the Elk Rapids coach 
for safekeeping while she walked the spectator area to 
look for her.  When the keys and their owner were 
reunited, the coach pointed at the GTA logo on Tracy’s 
clothing and said, “You guys are always helping.  Thank 
you!”  Tracy felt so proud to be part of a community 
that is known for helping others.  It’s rewarding to know 
that our reputation for good character precedes us!        
 
It’s conference time 
Our first parent-teacher conferences of the year are 

right around the corner!  All 
parents are encouraged to meet 
with their children’s teachers to 
discuss their progress or any 
concerns you may have, either in 
person or by phone.  Whichever 

method you choose, reserve your spot at School 
Bookings online for Elementary or Secondary.  For your 
convenience, you may also scan one of these QR codes: 
 
                  Elementary                    Secondary         
 
 
 
 
 
Note:  If you opt for a phone conference, please contact 
the teacher in advance to let them know. 

Parents without internet access may give us a call (995-
0665 for Elementary or 932-6038 for Secondary) and we 
will schedule your conferences for you.  Time slots are 
available on the following dates: 
 

Date Elementary Secondary 
Thursday,  

October 14 4:20-8:00 pm 4:00-7:00 pm 

Friday, 
October 15 12:20-3:00 pm 1:00-3:00 pm 

Thursday, 
October 21 4:20-8:00 pm 4:00-7:00 pm 

Friday, 
October 22 12:20-3:00 pm 1:00-3:00 pm 

 
Choice Theory for Parents offered 
Dr. William Glasser’s Choice Theory, which is the 

foundation of our educational 
program at Grand Traverse Academy, 
is based on the concept of personal 
responsibility.  We want all of our 
students’ parents to become familiar 
with this approach to empowering 

individuals and improving relationships.  If you missed 
the Choice Theory session at our Back-to-School Open 
House, another special presentation is planned during 
Parent-Teacher Conferences on Thursday, October 21 
from 6:00-7:00 pm the Intention Room (the first room 
on the right as you enter the Elementary wing from the 
main corridor).  We hope you’ll mark your calendars 
and join us!    
 
Senior Parent Meetings announced 
Parents of GTA seniors are invited to attend an 
informational meeting to learn all the details and timing 
of senior-specific events in this busy final year.  Please 
plan to attend this very important event on Thursday, 
October 14 (conveniently scheduled the same night as 
parent-teacher conferences) from 6:00-7:00 pm in MPR 
3 & 4.  If this date or time is not convenient, another 
identical one will take place on Tuesday, October 19 at 
6:00 pm via Zoom: https://bit.ly/GTASeniorParent 
(password:  GTASenior).    
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GTA Family Council news 
Parent-teacher conference night dinners.  The GTA 

Family Council is coordinating dinner for 
all of our hard-working GTA teachers 
and staff during parent-teacher 
conference nights this school year.  Let's 
show them our support and 
appreciation by providing food and 
goodies on these incredibly long 

days.  The main course will be pizza but we need your 
help with the rest (snacks, soft drinks, ice, desserts, 
paper goods, etc.)!  Please sign up for one of the 
upcoming conference dates below: 
  
Thursday, October 14, 2021           Thursday, October 21, 2021 
  
Fund raising opportunities.  Car wash coupons make 
great gifts and are a convenient way to keep your own 
ride clean and tidy.  You can purchase a Mirror Image 
(formerly Boon Street Auto Wash) single basic wash 
coupon for $7, with a book of five for $35.  Full-service 
interior/exterior car washes are available as well for $25 
per wash or $125 for a book of five.  All profits will 
support GTA Family Council's efforts throughout the 
school year.  Follow this link to purchase:  GTA FC CAR 
WASH or contact Kristin Boogaard at (616) 328-4646 
or kristinboogaard@gmail.com.  
 
Hey, K-6th grade GTA students:  Pre-order your GTA 
Pride bracelet today!  Wear these fun bracelets sporting 
GTA school colors on Fridays with your spirit wear or 
any other day you want to show your MUSTANG PRIDE!  
See the attached flyer for an example of the bracelet 
and place your order, or order here:  GTA Pride Bracelet 
Order Form. 
  
          Be sure to join our Facebook group, GTA Family 
Council, to stay connected and keep up to date with all 
the amazing service opportunities. 
 
Counseling corner 
October is Michigan College Month.  GTA seniors are 

encouraged to take advantage 
of Michigan College Month, 
when several Michigan 
colleges and universities are 
waiving their usual application 

fee for all or part of the month.  Many others have no 
application fee at all.  See the attachments for a list, 
dates and codes (if necessary).   

Senior planning meetings taking place.  This week, GTA 
seniors were invited to sign up for a planning meeting 
with Mrs. Patrzik.  Meetings include a review of 
transcripts, discussion of remaining graduation 
requirements, post-secondary plans and enrollment 
applications, the Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) and more!  If you have a senior who has not 
yet signed up, please encourage them to do so right 
away.  The attached College Planning guide will serve as 
a handy worksheet to prepare for these meetings.  
Seniors are also encouraged to use the Senior 2022 
Google Classroom as a resource – it includes a wealth of 
information from counselors that will be updated 
regularly.     
 
LSSU offers guaranteed admission to GTA graduates.  
Lake Superior State University, our school charter 
authorizer, is making a college education more 
attainable for all.  They’re offering guaranteed 
admission AND a $2,000 renewable annual scholarship 
for the GTA Class of 2022 and beyond!  Visit their 
website for more information.    
 
College, university, armed services representatives to 
visit GTA.  Juniors and seniors are invited to take the 
opportunity to meet with representatives from various 
colleges, universities and the armed services right here 
at school.  This is a great way to learn about program 
offerings and ask questions during the post-secondary 
decision-making process.  Sign-up sheets are located 
outside the Secondary office.  Upcoming dates are as 
follows, with more to come! 
 
Tuesday, October 5 – Lawrence Technological 
University 
 
Thursday, October 7 – Northern Michigan University 
 
Thursday, October 14 – Aquinas College, Calvin College 
 
Friday, October 15 – Grand Valley State University, 
Central Michigan University 
 
Monday, October 18 – Michigan Technological 
University (virtual), Northwestern Michigan College 
 
Thursday, October 21 – University of Michigan (virtual) 
 
Thursday, October 28 – Alma College 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-conference
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-conference1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-carwash
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-carwash
mailto:kristinboogaard@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.lssu.edu/news/lake-superior-state-university-guarantees-admission-plus-scholarships-to-high-school-seniors-from-lssu-affiliated-public-charter-schools-across-michigan/?fbclid=IwAR1T9Q9SKqRgyG5SUJTV3RanFaRTbEdQC4RzBMQqatEnnqWIqPeg7l1Nx6Y
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It’s FAFSA time.  As seniors explore their options for the 
2022-23  post-secondary school year, it’s time to submit 
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid, or FAFSA, 
www.FAFSA.ed.gov.  Many seniors have decided where 
to go; now they are thinking about how to pay.  The 
FAFSA is another important step in the college 
admissions process.  Seniors are reminded to submit 
their college applications prior to submitting the FAFSA, 
as the funding package comes from the post-secondary 
institutions (college/university) that the student has 
applied to for 2022-23.  Schools of choice must be listed 
on the FAFSA in order of preferred attendance (first 
choice school, first on the FAFSA).  FAFSA opens today, 
October 1, 2021 with a deadline of March 1, 2022.  
Northwestern Michigan College will host a series of 
virtual financial aid events that will be helpful in 
completing the FAFSA.  Take advantage of this 
opportunity here. 
 
Choice Theory:  The Basics 
Freedom and Love & Belonging 
                                                                                     by Mindy VanHouzen 
In last week’s column, you might have wondered why I 

thought Kit was fulfilling her need for 
freedom or Sally was meeting her need 
for love and belonging.  Let’s take a look 
at the characteristics of these basic 
needs for an explanation. 
 

Freedom is the need for independence.  A person 
whose need for freedom is stronger than the other 
basic needs will want to make their own decisions, have 
choices available to them, move around and feel 
unrestricted.  If Kit’s strongest need is freedom, she 
may not wish to play with the same person twice, or do 
the same activity two days in a row.  She will want to 
decide for herself who she plays with and what they 
do.  She could also choose to be alone in her play so 
that she is not restricted in her choices.   
 
When at school, the need for freedom may be met as 
simply as getting a drink of water when you want to, 
expressing yourself freely in a family meeting or 
deciding who to set next to at lunch.  If a student with a 
high need for freedom feels that all choices are 
removed from them, we may see an increase in 
negative behavior. 
 
Now let’s explore Sally’s need for love and belonging. 
Love and belonging is the need to love and care for 

others, as well as feel loved and cared for by 
others.  This includes family, friends, teachers, or any 
person we may come into regular contact with; the 
people in our quality world.  When Sally and Kit played 
together this need was satisfied for Sally.  She felt 
accepted by Kit and she accepted Kit in return.  With a 
high need for love and belonging, it is only natural that 
she would seek out Kit again to continue meeting that 
need.   
 
When at school, the need for love and belonging can be 
met through affirmation from your teacher and your 
peers or effectively contributing to a group project.  If a 
student with a strong need for love and belonging feels 
unaccepted, we can expect that they will choose to 
meet this need in a negative way. 
 
You can see the importance of knowing our students, 
knowing their needs and providing many constructive 
opportunities to meet those needs.  It takes a little 
extra effort, but the benefits for both students and 
staff, is definitely worth the endeavor.  
 

Keep GTA healthy with screening 
Screening for COVID-19 symptoms daily before 
leaving for school is helpful in keeping our GTA 
community healthy. The Grand Traverse County 
Health Department screening protocol is attached 
for your convenience. 
 
Washington, DC trip announced 
An exciting tour of our nation’s capital is planned for 

April 2023 for GTA students 
currently in the 7th grade (8th 
graders during the trip).  
Interested students and their 
parents are invited to attend 
one of two identical meetings 
this month to learn more:   
 

Tuesday, October 12 – 7:00-8:00 pm 
Via Zoom at https://bit.ly/3tXFEez 
 
Wednesday, October 13 – 7:00-8:00 pm 
In Person in the GTA Lecture Hall 
 
Questions may be directed to Mrs. VanHouzen at (231) 
932-6960 or vanhouzenm@mygta.us.  We look forward 
to seeing you there!   
 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://www.nmc.edu/financial-aid/financial-aid-events.html
https://www.nmc.edu/financial-aid/financial-aid-events.html
https://bit.ly/3tXFEez
mailto:vanhouzenm@mygta.us
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Recorder order forms due 
Middle Elementary students (grades 3 & 4) learn to play 

the recorder in music class to further 
develop their musicianship.  Students 
received a letter from Mrs. Diephouse 
with details and an order form this week 
to take home to parents (attached for 

your convenience).  Each student will need their own 
recorder at a cost of $5.00.  Note that order forms are 
due, with payment, no later than Thursday, October 7.  
Any questions may be directed to Mrs. Diephouse at 
(231) 932-6034 or diephouses@mygta.us.    
 
Mustang Roundup 
Volleyball.  Congratulations to Michaila Kinney for 

reaching a milestone 500 
career volleyball digs on 
Tuesday, where the team 
defeated Charlton Heston 
Academy in three straight 
games (25-5, 25-19 and 25-

12).  Stats were as follows: 
 
Seniors Michaila Kinney 14 aces, 2 kills, 5 digs, 1 assist; 
Morgan Smith 8 aces, 4 digs; juniors Norah 
Vanwingerden 3 aces, 3 kills, 10 assists; Elly Froehlich 2 
aces, 3 kills; Jurnie Shimko 1 ace, 4 kills, 5 digs; Jocelyn 
Stephen 2 aces, 5 kills; Izzy McMann 1 assist, 4 digs; 
sophomores Anna Hoffman 5 digs; Autumn Larsen 4 
aces, 1 kill, 3 digs. 
 
Soccer.  Sabres co-op soccer took 3rd place at the Huron 
Shores Tournament last Saturday at Alpena, defeating 
Sault Area 3-0, Alpena 1-0 and tying with Marquette 1-1 
(Marquette advanced in the shootout).  On Tuesday, 
the Sabres beat Boyne City 1-0, bringing their record to 
10-4 for the season.  They face Benzie Central tonight at 
home (Keystone Soccer Complex) at 5:00 pm.  Come out 
and cheer them on!   
 
Yearbook class taking orders now 
Now is a great time to order a full-color, hardcover 
yearbook for your 7th-12th grader, when prices are at 
their lowest!  Simply go to yearbookordercenter.com or 
find it on the GTA website under the Students tab.  Our 
school order number is 12952 or you may search by 
school name at the bottom of the “Start a New Order” 
box.  Yearbooks may be ordered through April 16 but 
prices increase the longer you wait:  They are $45 now 
and will cost $50 starting November 23.  After April 16, 

students may reserve one of the extra copies the 
publisher provides for $55.  Note:  Elementary 
yearbooks are ordered through Timeless Image with 
school picture orders and will be delivered at the end of 
the school year.  Students who did not order a yearbook 
on Picture Day will have another opportunity to place 
an order after the first semester.  
 
Find us on Facebook 
Grand Traverse Academy has both a public Facebook 
page and a private Facebook group for parents who are 
looking for school-related carpool assistance or wish to 
buy or sell gently used uniform pieces.  Please find and 
like our Grand Traverse Academy public page at  
https://www.facebook.com/mygta.us/.  The private 
page can be found at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/930613170849541.  
To join, click “Join Group” at the top of the page.  Please 
provide the names and grades of your GTA children for 
identification purposes and review and agree to the 
group rules for approval. 
 
Have you downloaded our app yet? 
If you haven’t already downloaded our app, get it free 

at the Apple Store 
(https://apple.co/3bCRz87) or on 
Google Play 
(https://bit.ly/3h9NlX0).   
 
You’ll find easy access to staff 
contact information, PowerSchool, 
the event calendar and more – plus, 
you’ll receive news and important 
school notifications right at your 
fingertips.   
 

 

Have a question?   
No question is too silly or trivial to ask!  Here’s where to 
go for a fast answer to general questions about all 
things GTA, like uniforms, school pictures, masks, 
carpool procedures, school hours and more: 
 

Elementary Office: (231) 995-0665 
Secondary Office: (231) 932-6038 

info@mygta.us 
 

For answers to more specific questions, please refer to 
the list on our website.  We want to be sure that you 
know exactly where to go for accurate answers. 

mailto:diephouses@mygta.us
http://yearbookordercenter.com/
https://www.facebook.com/mygta.us/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/930613170849541
https://apple.co/3bCRz87
https://bit.ly/3h9NlX0
mailto:info@mygta.us
https://www.mygta.us/page/where-to-go-for-what
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Easy ways to raise funds for GTA  
Save your Oleson’s receipts, please!  Do you shop at 

Oleson’s Food Markets?  Did you 
know that your cash register 
receipts are worth money to our 
school?  With the Oleson’s 

Community Share Program, you earn “Community 
Share Points” each time you shop (with the exception of 
alcohol purchases).  One point equals one cent, so if you 
spend $100 on groceries, you’ve earned $1 for GTA!  
These points add up quickly and resulted in over $1,000 
in earnings last year, even though the school year was 
cut short.  It’s easy to participate – simply save your 
receipts and place them in the collection box inside the 
Elementary entrance (to the right of the office door).  
  
Box Tops for Education.  Box Tops for Education offers 

a new way to support our 
school with the purchase of 
many grocery items:  The  Box 
Tops mobile app allows you to 

scan store receipts, find participating products and 
instantly add Box Tops to our earnings online.  No more 
clipping, taping onto collection sheets and dropping 
them off at school!  You may still find the traditional 
Box Tops coupons on certain items, which can still be 
brought in to either office, but be sure to download the 
app now to take advantage of this easy way to earn free 
money for GTA!     
 

 
 
If your child will be late for school or 
absent for the day, please notify the 

office by 8:30 am.  Parents will be called to verify any 
unexcused absences after that time. 

Elementary 995-0665   /   Secondary 932-6038 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dad jokes from Don 
 

Why are football games so cold?  
Because there’s a fan in almost 
every seat. 
 

 
 

https://www.boxtops4education.com/
https://www.boxtops4education.com/


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride






https://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.parchment.com
http://www.nmc.edu/self-service
http://www.collegeboard.com
http://www.actstudent.org


http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
http://www.collegegreenlight.com
http://msep.mhec.org
https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/
http://www.collegescorecard.ed.gov
https://businessleadersformichigan.com/business-leaders-for-michigan-launches-performance-tracker-for-michigan-public-universities/
https://businessleadersformichigan.com/business-leaders-for-michigan-launches-performance-tracker-for-michigan-public-universities/
http://www.collegeraptor.com
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/compare-colleges
mailto:patrziks@grandtraverseacademy.com
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