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October 1, 2021

RSU57 Notification of student participation in local and state assessments

In the coming weeks, RSU57 will conduct required student testing. The Elementary and
Secondary Education Act (ESEA) requires school districts to notify parents that they have the
right to request policies, procedures, or information regarding student participation in local and
state assessments.

State laws require school districts to participate in assessments to measure student
achievement of the Maine Learning Results in grades 3-8 and 3rd year of High School in the
areas of math, language arts, and literacy using NWEA’s Measures of Academic Progress
(MAP). Additionally, an annual science exam, New Meridian, is required in grades 5, 8, and third
year of high school. Though not required by state law, RSU57 also administers the NWEA
(MAP) for students in grades K, 1st, and 2nd Grades as well as the first and second years of
high school.

More information regarding the Maine Department of Education assessment requirements can
be found here. While no single test can give a complete picture of a student’s strengths and
areas for growth, these assessments provide one measure for us to understand student
progress. Collecting this information provides valuable information to teachers and staff
members to improve instructional programs for the district, schools, and individual students.
High participation rates are required by the state (over 95%) and allow for accurate records and
streamlined access to federal funds.

In RSU57, student progress is monitored continuously throughout the school year using a suite
of resources including teacher’s daily observations, curriculum-based assessments, student
work samples such as projects and writing pieces, and standardized tests like NWEA’s (MAP).
Progress Reports along with NWEA growth reports are shared multiple times each year. Parents
are also encouraged to attend parent-teacher conferences to stay informed regarding student
progress and the next steps needed for growth.

You can access assessment documents on the District Curriculum Website. Feel free to contact
your child’s building principal or Erica Mazzeo, Director of Curriculum, Instruction, and
Assessment ericamazzeo@rsu57.org with questions or to request additional information.

https://www.nwea.org/the-map-suite/family-toolkit/
https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS
https://sites.google.com/a/rsu57.org/curriculum-assessment-instruction/assessment-calendar?authuser=0
mailto:ericamazzeo@rsu57.org

