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MELBOURNE SCHOOL  DISTRICT

District
Personnel



BOARD OF EDUCATION
Mr. Matt Rush, President

Mr. Phillip Edwards, Vice President

Ms. Lisa Manry, Secretary

Mr. Phil Ferguson

Mr. Jim Cooper

Ms. Laura Sipe

Mr. Tommy Wren
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ADMINISTRATION

Superintendent – Dr. Danny Brackett

Preschool Director – Ms. Romona Haney

High School Principal – Mr. Tim Massey

Elementary Principal – Ms. Lori Loggains

Federal Programs Coordinator – Mr. Kevin McCarn
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MELBOURNE SCHOOL  DISTRICT

District
Statistics



2020-2021 FINAL ENROLLMENT

Melbourne Elementary School – 405 

Melbourne High School – 392

Bearkatz Academy - 99
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SCHOOL RATING

The 2021 Arkansas Education Legislation suspended the public school rating 
system for the 2020-2021 school year due to the disruption to education caused by 
the pandemic
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LEGISLATIVE AUDIT

The 2020 Legislative Audit dated March 2, 2021 for Melbourne School District 
reported one discrepancy in the area of Child Nutrition:

Meals provided at Bearkatz Academy were not reimbursed at rates agreed upon in 
the school district’s contract.
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ANNUAL MEASURABLE 
OBJECTIVE (AMO)

MES: Due to the pandemic, data from the 2020-2021 school year was 
not used. Data from the 2019-2020 school year indicated reading 
deficiencies on the ACT Aspire assessment for grade 3-6, which 
continues to be a focus. MES staff are using data from ISIP Early Reading 
and ISIP Math to provide intervention for students needing increased 
support this school year.
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MELBOURNE SCHOOL  DISTRICT

District 
Funding



FEDERAL TITLE I, IIA, IV, VI FUNDING

Title I: supplements salaries for the Federal Programs Coordinator, elementary 
class size reduction teachers and two aides, funds online software subscriptions, 
welfare needs and parent involvement activities

Title IIA: transferred to Title I

Title IV: transferred to Title I

Title VI: funds instructional technology needs
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STATE FUNDING

ESA (Enhanced Student Achievement): salaries for Dyslexia teachers and aides, 
pre-school aides, our School Resource Officer and after school tutoring

ALE (Alternative Learning Environment): we do not receive funds at this time

Professional Development: training opportunities for staff
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PRELIMINARY TITLE FUNDS 2021-2022

TITLE PROGRAM 2021-2022

Title I $173,000

Title IIA $27,900

Title IV $21,200

Professional Development $8000

ESA $272,000

Alternative Learning 
Environment (ALE)

$0.00
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MELBOURNE SCHOOL  DISTRICT

District 
Programs

and

Policies



SAFETY PROCEDURES
Regular drills for fire, tornado, earthquake and bus emergencies are conducted

Intruder training is provided for all faculty and staff

The Crisis Intervention Plan has been updated by SRO Jaden Whitfield

Each campus has a First Aid response team, emergency safety kits, AED and Stop 
the Bleed kits and has been trained in CPR and Stop the Bleed

A Child Internet Safety Plan is in place to ensure that students are not exposed to 
pornographic, violent, or other undesirable content while using the internet at school
and is accessible via the school website or Student Handbook
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DISTRICT, PARENT, FAMILY 
ENGAGEMENT 

Electronic access to the full plan:  http://bearkatz.k12.ar.us

Each campus provides a designated Parent/Teacher center

Family engagement activities offered:  “Parents Make the Difference” evenings, 
Family Math/Science/Literacy Nights, Senior Citizens’ Dinner, Grandparents’ Day 
celebration, Art Exhibit, Community Cookout, Fall Festival, two parent/teacher 
conferences per year, parent committees, parent surveys

Social Media Communication: Facebook, Twitter, district website, Apptegy
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CHILD FIND

Effort to identify and evaluate children with suspected disabilities or those in need 
of early intervention from age birth to 21

More information can be found at archildfind.org or by calling our district Director 
of Special Education, Sarah Bookout
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CHILD NUTRITION

Meals offered at all three campuses that are in accordance with USDA, SNP, and 
CACFP regulations to provide healthy meal options for students

A COVID waiver allows all students in our district to receive free breakfast and 
lunch for the 2021-2022 school year

Free and Reduced Meal applications are still available in order to qualify for other 
benefits

OPAA is our new food service management company

Melbourne School District



TECHNOLOGY 

Distributed a Chromebook to each student in grades 2nd-12th

Purchased additional 340 Chromebooks

Awaiting funding to implement one-to-one Chromebooks in K-1

Fiber Optic cables laid for new Administration Building
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FACILITIES AND MAINTENANCE

Administration Building, completed December 2020
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Reports



MELBOURNE ELEMENTARY 

Enrollment
August 24, 2020 – First Day of School – 416 Students

Number of classes per grade level: Kinder-3, 1st Grade-3, 2nd Grade-4, 3rd Grade-3, 4th Grade-3, 5th Grade-3, 6th Grade-3

The ACT Aspire Scores were good; however, data supported a change in the 
reading program to align with the Science of Reading requirements

New Reading Series: K-2nd are using SuperKids, and 3rd-6th grades are using 
Wonders
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MELBOURNE ELEMENTARY 

Melbourne School District

Data 

for 

2020-2021



INSTRUCTIONAL INTERVENTIONS

Dyslexia Intervention - 2 certified teachers and 2 instructional aides providing 
Dyslexia Intervention using The APPLE Group's Connections model

Supplemental math and literacy programs via computer lab, led by either the 
classroom teacher or the Computer Lab Instructional Assistant

After school tutoring will begin for grades 1-6 in October, Kindergarten will be 
added in January
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MELBOURNE HIGH SCHOOL 

Current enrollment – 407

ACT Aspire scores: 2020-2021 scores indicate a need to focus on math instruction
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MELBOURNE HIGH SCHOOL 
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BEARKATZ ACADEMY 
Current enrollment: 86  

A Better Beginnings Level 3 Childcare Center, the highest achievable level for 
Arkansas

Offers 40 ABC (Arkansas Better Chance) grant slots to provide early childhood 
education free of charge to eligible families 

Curriculum Offered:  Adventures in Learning and Sing, Spell, Read, and Write

Pre-Kindergarten teachers receiving LaunchPad literacy training through the RISE 
Initiative for Arkansas 
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EARLY CHILDHOOD OPPORTUNITIES

ABC Preschool Program at Bearkatz Academy serves children aged Birth-5 years 
old, preparing them for a successful transition to public school (Directed by Romona
Haney)

HIPPY program offers assistance to parents of preschool children through 
homebased  early childhood instruction for children ages 3-5 (facilitated by Mami
Sullins)

Special Education for Early Childhood is provided by Pediatric Therapy, Inc. for 
Birth to 3 years of age and by NAESC for ages 3-5 years 
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ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION

District and State Required Information can be found on the Melbourne School 
District website, http://bearkatz.k12.ar.us

Parents/Guardians can access HAC (Home Access Center) through the website to 
view students’ grades and school announcements
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Thank you for 
partnering with 

us in your 
child’s 

education!


