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HOUSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

Thursday, September 16, 2021 
 

I. Call to Order – Chair Stilin called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.  Members present were 

Richard Erdmann, Gene Lundak, Tom Stilin, Mimi Carlson, Arlin Peterson, Mark Swenson, 

Josh Norlien and Mary Morem.   

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Agenda Approval – A motion was made by Lundak to approve the agenda.  Seconded by 

Norlien.  A parent present in the audience requested the agenda be modified to include the topic 

of student quarantines.  Chair Stilin explained the protocol for agenda requests and noted that 

topics can be shared during the Public Comment section of the meeting.  Motion passed 

unanimously.   

IV. Public Comment - Local Houston parents Brandon Olson, Nathan Nelson, Trisha Parish, Heidi 

Olson, Tonya Boemke, Kendra Van Gundy, Jackie Beeman, Latisha Witt, Ken Witt, Amy 

Kulas, Jess Schwanbeck and Dawn Ulmen were present to share their views regarding student 

quarantines and learning options for absent students.  Other concerns expressed included 

political bias of teachers, Critical Race Theory and staff behavior towards unvaccinated 

students.  Superintendent Morem announced that a parent meeting has been scheduled for 

September 20th so more conversation can be held regarding the District’s COVID policy.  

V. Consent Items – A motion was made by Norlien to approve the Consent Items.  Seconded by 

Erdmann.  Discussion was held regarding the Kingsley resignation with Board member Peterson 

commending him for his coaching performance.  Motion passed unanimously.   

A. Minutes 

1. Approval of September 2, 2021 

B. Payment of Bills 

C. Personnel 

1. Contracts 

a. Bobbi Cohen - MNVA Elementary 

b. Catherine Deschamps - MNVA 

c. Glenn Hansen - MNVA Social Studies 

d. Anita Jarvis - MNVA Sped  

e. Susanna Ojakangas - MNVA Science 

f. Jennifer Mokamba - MNVA Art 

2. Hiring Memos 

a. Tammy Bartz - HHS Accompanist 

b. Jessica Dankers - HHS Musical Wardrobe 

c. Greta Goetting - HHS Musical Director 

d. Cecilia Hamrick - HHS Musical Assistant 

e. Gregg Jahnke 0 HHS Custodian 

f. Roy Loken - Bus Driver 

g. Tracy Sigl - MNVA Instructional Trainer 

h. Leah Stinson - Van Driver 

3. Resignation 

a. Travis Kingsley - 7th Gr Girls Basketball  

VI. Discussion Items 

A. Staffing Realignment for District – Superintendent Morem highlighted some of the many 

record keeping and data tracking requirements for the district and noted that it would be 

beneficial to redistribute some of the district office duties by adding another administrative 

assistant.  Discussion was held regarding the possible division of local and online duties 
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and having the online contract fund the position.  Board members requested a written 

proposal prior to taking any further action on the recommendation.   

B. Cleaning Machine Purchase for Locker Rooms – Superintendent Morem noted the need to 

address the odors by the high school locker rooms, so she been researching some options 

for resolving the problem.  She also shared that she has scheduled a demonstration of a 

free air purifying machine for that area.   

VII. Old Business (Items for Discussion and Approval) 

A. Teacher Master Agreement – A motion was made by Lundak to approve the 2021- 2023 

Teacher Master Agreement.  Seconded by Peterson.  Motion passed unanimously.   

B. Live Streaming Student Activities – Superintendent Morem provided details regarding live 

streaming of student activities and noted that the cost includes two cameras and free 

installation.  Discussion was held regarding the range of activities the cameras could 

cover, the cost of individual subscriptions or the possibility of paying the $4,000.00 fee for 

a district account.  A motion was made by Norlien to fund the $4,000.00 cost of activity 

streaming for this school year.  Seconded by Swenson.  Motion passed unanimously.   

C. Policies for Second Reading – A motion was made by Erdmann to approve policies 102, 

406 and 524.  Seconded by Peterson.  Motion passed unanimously.   

1. Policy 102 – Equal Educational Opportunity 

2. Policy 406 – Public and Private Personnel Data 

3. Policy 524 – Internet Acceptable use and Safety 

VIII. New Business (Items for Discussion and Approval) 

A. Proposed Levy Certification – A motion was made by Peterson to reduce the long-term 

facility maintenance revenue by $270,000.00 and levy the maximum for the proposed 

levy.  Seconded by Swenson.  A roll call vote was taken, and the motion passed 

unanimously.   

IX. Announcements  

A. Important Events – Superintendent Morem shared that the bidding process for the HVAC 

projects begins September 21st with the winning bid announced at the October 7 Board 

meeting.  

B. Meeting and Committee Updates – Board member Carlson shared that a Finance 

committee meeting was held recently where the proposed levy and transportation costs 

were discussed.   

C. Board/Superintendent Feedback/Thank You’s/Future Agenda Items – Superintendent 

Morem noted that one of the buses is needing expensive repairs and it may be better to 

replace it.  She wanted the Board to know that she is searching for good vendors so a 

quote can be given for replacing the bus.   

X. Adjourn – A motion to adjourn was made by Swenson and seconded by Peterson.  Motion 

passed unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 7:09 PM.     


