
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL BOARD MEETING OF THE PLATTE-GEDDES SCHOOL  

DISTRICT #11-5 BOARD OF EDUCATION 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2021 

 

President J. Sondgeroth called the Special Meeting of the Board of Education of the Platte-Geddes School District 

#11-5 to order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, September 27, 2021 in the Library at the Platte-Geddes High School. The 

meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Members Present: Jess Sondgeroth, Ross Varilek, Duke Starr, Heather VanDerWerff, Dennis DeBoer, Roxi 

Summerville, Mark Petersen 

 

Members Absent:  None 

 

Others present: Superintendent Joel Bailey, Business Manager Kathy Holter, Elementary Principal Jennifer Knecht, 

Carter Kemnitz, Gavin Benson, Cody Kinnischtzke, Jerry Spethman and Jason Huizenga.  Via Zoom:  Sharon 

Huizenga, Lisa Brumbaugh 

 

Additions or deletions to this agenda 

None 

 

Approve agenda 

Motion R. Varilek, seconded M. Petersen approving the agenda as printed. All members present voted aye. 

Motion carried. 

 

Routine Business 

 Facilities Assessment Workshopping Session 

Jerry Spethman from D.A. Davidson & Co. , a brokerage and banking firm that specializes in financing projects 

for communities, opened the meeting by giving the board an overview of his company and what role they play 

if/when entities are seeking financing options for building projects.  He then presented a “Bonds & Certificates 

101” presentation with a focus on the District‘s capacity for issuing capital outlay certificates and an overview of 

where the District stands from a bonding capacity standpoint. He also presented several scenarios of capital outlay 

certificate issuances and debt service repayment options.  

 

Gavin Benson from SitelogiQ then took over the meeting by reviewing the steps that have been taken so far in 

the assessment of the school facilities and what needs have been identified as highest priority.  He also outlined 

what the next phases involve.   

 

At the last meeting, the board requested additional information on HVAC options.  SitelogiQ provided the board 

of education with a detailed video explaining all options.  After considerable discussion, the board supported the 

installation of a central AHU system in both buildings.  The board then focused on the additions at the elementary 

building.  Mr. Benson presented a revised plan which included a secure entrance on the southwest corner of the 

building and a modified addition on the southeast corner without an auxiliary gym.  The board all agreed that the 

secure entrance was one of their top priorities.  Discussion was then held on the southeast corner addition.  The 

board discussed at length the type of facilities that are wanted/needed in this area and frequency of use.  Mr. 

Benson then presented estimated costs of all high priority items with and without the auxiliary room.  The board 

debated at what level of spending they are comfortable with while still being fiscally responsible to taxpayers.  At 

the close of the meeting, the board directed Mr. Benson to design and provide an estimated cost for an auxiliary 

gym that could also be used for a wrestling room and cheer/dance area.  That addition would also include a weight 

room, storage area, restroom and mechanical room.      

 

Adjournment 

Motion R. Summerville, seconded H. VanDerWerff to adjourn the meeting at 10:05 p.m.  All members present 

voted aye. Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________                                _______________________________ 

President                          Business Manager 


