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 P.A.C.E. had a great time during Cool Science Week! We had a wacky scientist visit us to show 
us some super interesting science experiments that seemed like magic! Some of our favorites were 
watching fire being made at our fingertips with flash paper, a hover craft invented with just a board and 
a vacuum, and smoke rings being made from a vortex cannon. Talk about exciting! Within the class-
room, cool science experiments were conducted to learn all about different types of physical, environ-
mental, and natural sciences. We are all lucky enough to have experienced the wonderful world of sci-
ence here at P.A.C.E. this summer! 
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Week 1– COOL SCIENCE WEEK 



Under the sea week brought a “school” of fun and memories to all!  We began our aquatic adven-
tures with learning about all the marine species in the sea!  Our Preschoolers learned about star-
fish, seahorses, jelly fish, octopus and crabs, too!  The older students studied sea life, delving into 
the subject as if we were in an underwater version of “Jules Vern‘s 2000 Leagues Under the Sea” 

ride!  How thrilling!  The teachers made learning about the sea fun as we embarked the waters 
across the curriculum!  We got to see the new movie- “Finding Dory”- how cool was that?  We cul-
minated our sea week with a great lesson learned- perseverance- “Just keep swimming” became 
our Motto for the week.  We are fortunate to have learned that we can accomplish greatness if we 

“just keep swimming” and always TRY OUR BEST!  
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Week 2— UNDER THE SEA WEEK 



Howdy partners! Down on the farm week was very exci ng at P.A.C.E. it all started with a visit from farm 

animals. We had a cow, pig, turkey, duck, goat and a sheep outside on our very own playground. Allowing 

the students to touch and see animals made it hands on learning experience.  Then came the exci ng part 

of our week, baby chicks! Quiver Farms, delivered five incubators with eggs for classrooms. All the students 

at P.A.C.E. were able to see the development of a chick before, during and a er it hatches. The students 

and staff alike were pa ently awai ng the birth of our baby chicks. Seeing the wonder on the children’s fac-

es as the eggs started to crack was unforge able.  This was a heartwarming, educa onal and truly memo-

rable experience.  
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Week 3– DOWN ON THE FARM WEEK 



The students at P.A.C.E. had a really fun time learning about the upcoming 2016 summer Olym-
pics. Walking around the building you can see all the fun crafts each class has made. The Olympic Rings, 
torches and medals were displayed all around the school. All groups had fun competing in some Olympic 

Games of their own. Students learned a lot about the different countries competing. We got to know 
about the city hosting, Rio de Janeiro,  as well as the Olympians participating this year. We can't wait to 

watch all the sports and cheer for our country. GO U.S.A!!!!!  
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Week 4– ROAD TO RIO WEEK 



Happy 50th Birthday P.A.C.E. 
Everyone had a great time celebrating this amazing anniversary during the last week of the program. 
There were birthday parties filled with birthday cards, birthday hats, cake and balloons. We really en-
joyed the return of the P.A.C.E. Carnival. Everyone was dancing, eating and having fun on the inflata-

bles. Some kids even had their faces painted! It was a great time on the most beautiful day of the 
summer. We had a special performance by our friends Beth and Scott, called "A Celebration" that 

made everyone clap and cheer. We ended the week with some amazingly talented friends who per-
formed during the annual talent show, we got awards for being awesome bowlers and great students, 
then we sang our hearts out as we said goodbye for the rest of the summer. What a super way to cele-

brate such a significant Birthday!  
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Week 5– HAPPY 50th BIRTHDAY P.A.C.E 

In years past, the P.A.C.E. Program always celebrated the end of summer with a Carnival. It was a 
nice ending to the summer for all students and staff. This summer, to celebrate 50 years of the 

P.A.C.E. Program, we went retro and as you may have guessed, we had Carnival! The students al-
ways look forward to this end of P.A.C.E. tradition. There were so many fun things to do during the 

Carnival.  There were inflatables to bounce around on, carnival food and we can’t forget, games! It is 
a really great memory for the students to have to end their summer with the P.A.C.E. Program.  

Happy 50th Anniversary P.A.C.E.!  

P.A.C.E. Carnival 
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P.A.C.E. 50th Anniversary Dinner 
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P.A.C.E. 50th Anniversary Dinner 
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Physical Education students had a ball and prac-
ticed sports skills in the air conditioned all pur-
pose room for the month of July. While celebrat-
ing a different theme each week the students 
played Soccer to celebrate the USA World cup 
victory. Students also had a chance to practice 
volleyball and basketball. We had a great time in 
the Nintendo Wii arcade  with 8 different interac-
tive games.  Fun was had by all and Miss Ste-
phen looks forward to the sing along and seeing 
everyone sing and dance.  

Miss Adase and her tech savvy stu-
dents has been working hard with 
P.A.C.E. children engaging them in 
many interactive lessons during 
their technology time. Students 
have been busy clicking their way 
around new, exciting educational 
websites and internet resources 
during the month of July. 
 
During Cool Science Week, stu-
dents practiced their hand at poten-
tial and kinetic energy by making 
the own Woah-ller Coasters. We 
made a big splash during Under the 
Sea Week by practicing number 
sequencing with Number Bubbles 
on ABCYa. Older students explored 
the ocean zones through an interac-
tive NearPod lesson.  
 

Down on the Farm Week was spent 
practicing counting and animal 
sounds with some classes while 
most other classes were challenged 
to a typing race from Miss Adase. 
We learned so much about different 
aspects of the year’s summer Olym-
pics through Youtube Videos. Some 
classes then played a Math Facts 
Shoot Out game on ABCYa while 
others got to blog on Socrative 
about their thoughts regarding the 
Olympics. 
 
Our last week of P.A.C.E. was spent 
diving into the wonderful world of 
coding on Code.org. When our stu-
dents graduate, there will be so 
many openings in technology fields 
and we hope that this exposure will 

encourage our children to keep 
practicing their coding skills. 
 
The children at P.A.C.E. have had 
the opportunity to practice their lan-
guage arts, mathematical, and 21st 
century skills in a virtual environ-
ment. They have all truly become 
21st century learners! Good luck 
next year in school and have a fabu-
lous summer! 
 
Sincerely, Miss Adase 
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Dear parents, 
 It's been our pleasure getting to know your chil-
dren and keeping them safe and well over the last few 
weeks at PACE. Thank you for entrusting us with their care.  
 It's been a busy time in the nurse's office. Sum-
mertime brings some problems we don't see much of dur-
ing the school year...heat related ailments, bug bites, sun-
burn, swimmer's ear...along with the usual bumps, 
scrapes, allergy symptoms and illnesses. Hopefully, we've 
helped to maintain your child's health and safety so that 
they'll be in good shape to start the new school year! 
 The summer is a great time to introduce healthy 
habits which you can incorporate into your child's daily life. 
Enjoy some Jersey fresh fruits and vegetables, get outside 
for some daily exercise, catch up on doctor and dentist 
appointments and try to establish a good sleep schedule. 
Before you know it, September will be here! Enjoy the rest 
of your summer! Stay well!  
As always, please call us with any concerns regarding your 
child's health.  
Your nurses, Denyse Giannone, RN & Sharon Gralla, RN  
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Writing  
Ms. Pastor and the students at P.A.C.E enjoyed reading 
and writing about many different topics this summer. 
The summer started off with "Cool Science" week. Stu-
dents listened to stories about the solar system and 
wrote about their own new special planet. During 
"Under the Sea" week, students listened to stories 
about ocean life. Students wrote about their favorite 
sea creature. "Down on the Farm" week consisted of 
younger students tracing and writing farm animal 
names. Students also worked with different writing ap-
plications on the iPad. During "Road to Rio" week, older 
students read an article about an Olympic athlete and 
conducted their own interviews with each other about 
their future goals and how they will work toward achiev-
ing them. The last week of P.A.C.E was the "50th birth-
day" celebration week.  During this week younger stu-

dents created their own birthday cards for P.A.C.E. As 
you can see we had a fun filled summer and the stu-
dents worked very hard! 



This summer at PACE we are maintaining our speech and 
language yearly goals by utilizing the weekly themes. 
“Under the Sea” week we followed directions to decorate 
and race paper boats. We then made predictions about 
which boats would stay afloat and who would win the race. 
“Down on the Farm” week we played inferencing Bingo to 
target sequencing, categorization, and to expand our stu-
dent’s vocabularies. “Road to Rio” week we worked on 
pragmatic language by engaging in conversations about 
Olympic sports and the traditions of the Olympic games. 
We focused on expanding our utterances and responses to 
questions. Our last week of PACE we are excited to cele-
brate PACE’s 50thanniversary by reading and discussing a 
birthday story. 

-Speech 
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This summer has been an exceptional one at P.A.C.E. The children worked together on resolving their 
conflicts, as well as, helping each other in class and during counseling sessions to be better students 
and better friends to their classmates. The P.A.C.E. staff has worked well with students in helping them 
resolve different issues that come up. The children have shown an understanding of the cultural differ-
ences in others, and have expressed themselves appropriately in and out of class. Students and staff 
working together have made this a positive year at P.A.C.E. We look forward to next year. -Mr. Hulak 

Literacy Coach 

This summer at P.A.C.E. has been a very exciting and 
eventful time. Children who were struggling in read-
ing and writing were able to learn new reading skills 
throughout P.A.C.E.  The new strategies helped the 
children to increase their skills in reading.  In daily 
small groups, using Recipe for Reading, the students 
explored sound-symbol relationships, sound words, 
phrases, fluency, and phonics instruction. 

P.A.C.E. was enjoyed by all this summer!!  I would 
like to wish all the students the best of luck for their 
upcoming school year. -Mrs. Tagliareni 



Wow!  A-1, Mrs. Lammers’ class had such a won-
derful summer.  We did themes like Under the Sea, 
& Farm Animals, where we saw a real traveling 
farm with a lot of live animals.  We celebrated the 
Olympics and had a big picnic/birthday celebration. 
We did a lot of crafts where we practiced cutting, 
coloring, painting, and writing our names.  Pace 
was filled with wonderful themes and we all en-
joyed every single one of them! 

Thank you to all the parents for helping make it a 
wonderful summer! 

Mrs. Lammers, Miss Judy, Miss Jackie & Miss Jill.  

The A-2 Fun Fish had a swimmingly great summer!  Mrs. Socratous, Miss Donnelly and Mrs. Hill hap-
pily welcomed us as we arrived on deck!   We began our favorite  voyage with Under the Sea week, 
and  what an exciting week it was!  We heard stories about Ariel and the Little Mermaid, as well as 
Myrtle the Turtle and many more aquatic adventures.  We problem solved as we counted shapes to 
make the turtles’ shells and we told what could happen next , as we listened to the stories.  We also 
had visits by our “Friday Friends” who helped us make “friendly “ sharks--- scary!  During “Down On 
the Farm” week we had fun while we visited the live animals who came to PACE for the day.  Our 
class really LOVED the pig, it was very silly digging in the dirt!  We saw baby chicks hatch, too!  We 
tried to make baby chicks, learning how to cut and glue on feathers, it was so much fun!  Cool Sci-
ence week, we turned our room into a Laboratory, mixing colors, and learning about weather.  We 
made cool cloud pictures after we read “Spilt Milk”, and  we  used our Great Imaginations.   The 
Road to Rio was another learning experience we know a lot about the Olympic games and can’t wait 
to see them on TV.  Finally, everybody LOVES a Birthday and we want to  say “ Happy 50th to PACE” 
you are the most WONDERFUL PLACE WHERE A KID CAN BE A KID, we learned so much and made 
new friends and can’t wait til next time! Thank you to everyone who helped make our Summer o-
“fishily”  Amazing! 

Volume 1, Issue 1 

A-1 

A-2 

Page 17 



The A-3 Monkeys had a great time this summer! Ms. McRae, Ms. Borowski and Ms. McGrath made sure 
we learned and had fun every day.  We learned about science by mixing colors using milk, food coloring 
and dish detergent, we made different sea creatures during our Under the Sea week and then we made 
sheep and learned about different farm animals on Down on the Farm Week. On our last two weeks we 
continued to have fun with the Road to Rio Week by making some art, creating our own torch and then 
celebrating P.A.C.E.'s 50th year.  This was all in addition to all the fun times we had during OT/PT, 
Speech and Gym every week. Now we are looking forward to the rest of our summer before the start of 
a new school year. Until next summer when we will meet again! 
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A-4 
We have been busy with fun and educational activities from the minute the children got off 

the bus.  During our ‘Cool Science’ theme, the children became young scientists as they predict-
ed what might happen when you mix two colors of paint together.   The gross part of the theme 
was making slime. With 2 cups of water and 1 cup of corn starch, you have slimy slime. 

Our second theme, ‘Under the Sea.’  Using various craft materials the children made their 
own underwater scene.  For the cooking lesson, we put crumbled vanilla wafers into a cup, fol-
lowed by vanilla pudding and gummy fish. Before we knew it we had our own edible under the 
ocean treat.  To conclude the theme, we had a special showing of ‘Finding Nemo.’ 

We had a few visitors for our ‘Down on the Farm’ theme.  The children had the opportunity 
to hang out with a goat, pig, bunnies, cow when a local petting zoo stopped by.  The children es-
pecially loved observing baby chicks being born.  We broke out the karaoke machine and got jig-
gy with it as we sang some preschool farm songs.  

HAPPY 50th BIRTHDAY P.A.C.E!!! Just like with any other birthday a party was held.  This 
party was a large and jubilant carnival. There were games, fun activities and balloons.  Without a 
doubt the kids loved every minute of it. Ms. Jenene and Ms. Kate came in smiling everyday excit-
ed to work with your children.    There are not enough words to express all of the gratitude! 
THANK YOU FOR EVERYTHING!  

-Mr. Barnett 





Miss Cardello’s B-2 “Jellyfish” were real Superstars at P.A.C.E.!  The students participated in many activi-
ties, which resulted in a fun-filled and productive summer.  We could not have had a successful program without 
the help of our classroom aides, Miss Kathy, Miss Jess, and Miss Rose.  Our weeks went by quickly because we 
were busy doing many activities that included seeing a “Cool Science Program” going to the movies to see 
“Finding Dory”, and petting animals brought to us at P.A.C.E. by a petting zoo. We also had themed weeks and 
our daily activities revolved around each theme.  Starting our summer at P.A.C.E. we had “Cool Science Week” 
where we discussed the life cycle of a butterfly and the parts of plant.  The B-2 Jellyfish also participated in a 
Skittle Experiment, which they found to be very interesting.  The following week was “Under the Sea” where we 
discussed all sea creatures and their lives in the ocean. Each day the students made a different sea creature 
that was displayed on our class ocean mural in the hallway.  We also made a delicious snack called “Ocean in a 
Cup” which was blue Jello for the ocean, crushed graham crackers for the sand, and Swedish fish.  “Down on 
the Farm” was the theme of the third week.  Our class read stories and our activities were based on farm ani-
mals.   We anxiously waited for the arrival of incubators filled with chick eggs that were soon to be hatched.  The 
fourth week of P.A.C.E. was “The Road to Rio” focusing on the upcoming Olympic games.  The students enjoyed 
a snack that resembled the lighted torch.  The snack was an ice cream cone filled with Cheetos to represent the 
flame.  The students also competed in a small obstacle course designed by Miss Cardello and the classroom 
aides. The students had a great time.  Our final week included a Sing-Along, Talent Show, an Awards Ceremony, 
and a fabulous Carnival. We also celebrated the 50th Anniversary of P.A.C.E.  Besides all of the fun activities, 
each week we reviewed topics in Language Arts and Mathematics to help the students maintain their skill level 
in these subjects.  It was a very rewarding summer for B-2.  Miss Cardello, Miss Kathy, Miss Jess, and Miss Rose 
wish all the best to our students for the upcoming school year!  
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B-2 

 The B-1 Birthday Cakes are celebrating 50 years of P.A.C.E. and fun! Ms. Zeno, Ms. Caitlin, 
Ms. Jane, and Mrs. L created activities and games to ensure an educational and fun summer 
throughout the PACE program. 
We had a blast during Cool Science Week when we experimented with cornstarch and conditioner 
to create homemade play dough. We even got to see a mad scientist perform awesome tricks and 
magic. 
 We made a splash during Under the Sea Week when we went to the movies to see Finding 
Dory. We learned all about the animals that live in the ocean and even made jellyfish and painted 
scales on colorful fish. 
 During Down on the Farm Week, we made farm animals and learned about what crops are 
found on a farm. We even got to play bingo to test our farm animal knowledge. As a special treat, 
we got to observe chicks hatching from their eggs.  
 The B-1 Birthday Cakes are competing in our own olympic games in the classroom. We will 
be playing a bean bag toss, a ring race, target toss, bowling, and go for the goal. Winners will be 
awarded a a gold, silver, or bronze medal. We watched the movie Rio to learn where the Olympics 
will take place, and what the culture is like there.  
 We are looking forward to Happy 50th Birthday PACE Week. We will be going to the PACE 
Carnival, the Beth and Scott’s 50th Anniversary Program, and Awards Sing along. Also, we are 
having our own birthday party in the classroom where we will decorate cupcakes and celebrate 
the success of PACE and show our appreciation for such a wonderful program! 
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B-3 

 Mrs. Casoni’s crew in B-3 have been very busy during this fabulous fun filled summer here at P.A.C.E.!  
We’ve made new friends and practiced all the important skills we learned throughout the year.   

 We started off strong with Cool Science Week! The children investigated animal adaptations and conduct-
ed an experiment on how penguins stay dry.  Later, during our week of science related activities and games we 
discussed dental hygiene and created our very own elephant toothpaste. The students also enjoyed making mini 
volcanoes and following the steps to making raisins jump.  We had a blast mixing up concoctions in the B-3 lab 
and predicting and experimenting throughout the week.  

 During Under the Sea Week we investigated and explored ocean life.  We compared and contrasted ocean 
animals and pets. The students were given the opportunity to choose one ocean animal to learn 5 fun facts about. 
We voted and graphed our favorite sea animal and created our very own B-3 Ocean poster for our hallway. We im-
proved our reading fluency and decoding of words as we read aloud during reading groups. The class used the 
song “Under the Sea” from the Little Mermaid to review opposite words. We ended the week with an exciting trip to 
the movies to see Finding Dory.  

 During Down on the Farm Week, the class put their knowledge of story book characters and what it means 
to be a hard worker to the test! We read about Farmer Duck and his many jobs on the farm.  The class was treated 
to a special delivery of baby chicks that they had the unique experience of watching hatch. B-3 thoroughly enjoyed 
this week and truly gained an understanding and knowledge of farm animals, farm babies, and the work involved 
in living on a farm. 

 oad to Rio week was a wonderful experience for our children!  We reviewed nutrition, the benefits of exer-
cise¸ and what it takes to be an Olympic star. We started each morning practicing simple yoga poses and followed 
along to Cosmic Kids yoga adventures throughout the week.  We practiced breathing techniques and learned how 
to relax and quiet our bodies with soothing music.  We read The Very Hungry Caterpillar and sequenced the main 
events.  The class followed up with healthy food graphs and a discussion on healthy treats vs. sweets. We created 
Olympic rings for a fun festive sensory craft and made American flags in support of our team. Go USA! 

 Happy 50th Birthday to P.A.C.E week was one of our favorites!  We brushed up on our math skills that we 
have been learning throughout the school year to play math musical chairs, number relay, and a jumping game  
while counting by 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s! The students enjoyed math centers with their peers and practiced counting by 
rote and sorting sprinkles. The class followed a simple 5 step recipe to making cupcakes for our own B-3 Birthday 
celebration to P.A.C.E.  We had  the opportunity to work on taking turns, sharing, and following multi-step direc-
tions.  We added some creative art to this week by crafting our very own puffy paint desserts with shaving cream, 
glue, and sprinkles-with a dash of imagination!!!!! 

 Our students had the opportunity to see many amazing shows this summer, make friends with farm ani-
mals, observe baby chicks, go to the movies, and who can forget the amazing talent show and sing-a-long!! Friend-
ships have been formed and memories have been made, we thank all who help to keep this wonderful program 
going strong. 

 Mrs. Casoni, Mrs. Maglione, and Ms. Frazer had an amazing summer with the B-3 crew and wish them 
nothing but the best for the upcoming school year.   



B-4 Stars! 
  
The B-4 Super Stars led by Ms. Croat and assisted by Mrs. Lombardi and Mrs. Galuppo were busy bees during their 
time at P.A.C.E. The students were thrilled with the themed weeks full of fun activities. During Cool Science week 
the students watched how “elephant toothpaste” was made and a science show full of experiments. The students 
loved practicing different math topics such as the number counting game, addition/subtraction and more! 
  
Under the Sea week brought new exciting activities. The students made their own sharks with their Friday Friends, 
their own rainbow fish and crabs! The B-4 Stars worked on word families, rhyming words, punctuation, sentence 
writing and more throughout P.A.C.E. During math this week the class used colored goldfish to graph the colors 
and make tally marks! 
 
The B-4 Stars during Down on the Farm week loved talking about animals, and learning about the importance of 
farms and farmers. The students during the Road to Rio week learned about The Summer Olympics and the im-
portance of exercising and eating healthy.  During the last week of P.A.C.E the students celebrated P.A.C.E’s 50th 
Birthday! Students talked about the importance of learning, school and making new friends! The B-4 stars had a 
spectacular summer at P.A.C.E.  
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B-5 Bobble Heads anticipate another amazing 
summer at Camp P.A.C.E. Ms. Camuso’s, Ms. 
McGrath’s, and Ms. Bonnie’s B-5 Bobble Heads have 
experimented their way through the first week of Camp 
P.A.C.E. by observing what happens to skittles when 
placed into warm water to hypothesizing what will hap-
pen when you place dish detergent onto your finger 
and dip it into a bowl of water and pepper. The B-5 
Bobble Heads also reviewed the parts of plants as well 
as their function. We took white flowers, placed them 
into water bottles and put drops of food coloring and 
water into each bottle. The next day, we noticed that 
the white flowers began to change into the color of the 
food coloring. The students were able to see the pro-
cess of the stems taking in the water. We even got to 
watch the process of water marbles expanding in wa-
ter. We are enjoying our time during the different types 
of clubs. Exercise club is keeping us moving! 

Under the Sea week came in with a wave as 
we sailed our way through the ocean to learn interest-
ing facts about different sea animals as well as raced 
our boats during Speech. We created so many differ-
ent sea animals out of craft supplies. A special thanks 

to the Friday Friends for helping us make fun and crea-
tive sea animals from socks and other craft supplies! 
B-5 Bobble Heads are continuing to maintain their 
goals throughout camp as well as have fun! 

Down the Farm week was interesting as we 
learned interesting facts about different farm animals. 
Being able to experience the life cycle of chicks hap-
pen right at Camp was awesome. The B-5 Bobble 
Heads were educated through the Road to Rio Week. 
From reading about the Summer Olympics to creating 
their own mascot, logo’s on team shirts, torches, mer-
chandise and more. We created our own Olympic med-
als. In addition, Ms. Camuso, Ms. McGrath, and Ms. 
Bonnie awarded us with student medals recognizing 
characteristics about each of us. Our Wii Bowling 
scores have been improving each week! 

Last but not least, our most favorite week was 
celebrating Happy Birthday Camp P.A.C.E.! Go P.A.C.E. 
hoorah! We are proud to be a part of Camp P.A.C.E. 
and share so many memories. Camp P.A.C.E. is a 
place where we look forward to going each summer! B-
5 Bobble Heads love to learn all the days at P.A.C.E. as 
well as have a fun filled spree! 

B-6 has had a wonderful summer together! The summer flew by due to all the activities and learning we 
have done each and every day. Our summer started off with science week, which we did lots of experiments and 
projects such as turning salt into colored salt! We also had a scientist come in for a presentation. Many of our 
students got to float across the floor! Super cool! Under the sea week was our favorite! Every day we learned 
about a new sea animal and then would create the animal! We collected the animals and made our own ocean 
mural! The following week we had some cool visitors, farm animals! Our class got to interact with a pig, goats, 
chickens and rabbits. Then the students got to observe baby chicks hatch! Farm week was a huge success. Did 
you know many of our students want to participate in the Olympics one day? The students are all ready to watch 
the Olympics this summer! We learned about the many sports played in the Olympics and the history of how they 
started! B-6 is very excited to celebrate our 50th Anniversary! The carnival, awards and picnic is going to be a 
blast! 

    This was my first year teaching at P.A.C.E and I absolutely loved it. B-6 had a summer full of learning 
and playing. I would like to thank Cindy Ratajczak and Bridgette Netta for all their help. It was a pleasure of get-
ting to know each one of your children. Have a great school year! 

-Stephanie Terpanick "Miss T" 
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B-9 & B-10 
B-9 and B-10 Beavers were able to partner up this summer learning together in the same class-
room.  Mr. Cilento and Mr. Herre enjoyed the aid of Ms. Janine, Ms. Linda, and Mr. L. and we know 
the kids did too.  We had an amazing time working within our cool themes selected this year for 
our 50th anniversary at PACE.  We kicked off the summer with Cool Science Week where we 
learned about the Solar System and got to see a Mad Scientist show us all types of scientific 
fun.  During Under the Sea Week we learned about fish and the ocean.  We also got to see the 
movie Finding Dory which was much anticipated.  We had a blast going to the movie theatre with 
all of our friends.  During Down on the Farm Week we got to study about various animals and even 
got to experience a live petting zoo.  We all found it so fascinating to see the baby chicks arrive at 
PACE and then even better, got to see them hatch!  We learned a lot about sports during the Road 
to Rio Week and also about the Olympics.  PACE ended with its own Birthday Week celebrating its 
anniversary.  It was one big party with our big barbecue and our awards ceremony.  We also had a 
great time playing Wii Bowling with some friendly competition and enjoyed ourselves on Snack 
Day, Pizza Day, and Pretzel Day.  Sprinkle our Gaming Club in with the other clubs offered by the B
-Groups, Writing and Technology, and we had quite an action packed summer! 

Mr. O'Connor's B7 and Miss Morris's B8 are hav-
ing a blast during camp P.A.C.E. this summer! When 
we’re not in the classroom we are having so much fun 
with activities, such as going to see Finding Dory, petting 
farm animals, and watching chicks hatch. The fun 
doesn’t end there. In the classrooms we are performing 
science experiments, learning all about the history of the 
olympics, and exploring under the sea animals and habi-
tats. For Cool Science week we learned all about 'walking 
water', for under the sea we learned all about sinking 
and floating because of density, and for down at the 
farm we learned all about parts of plants. We can't wait 
to have a big birthday bash for P.A.C.E.'s 50th birthday. 
Everyday is something new and exciting! We can't thank 
Mrs. Stillwell, Mrs. Brannigan, and Mr. Kevin for all their 
help and support in the classroom to make this year ex-
tra special.  
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B-11  
It's only fitting that B-11 had a great 
summer during the 50th anniversary of 
PACE. We practiced our grammar, math 
baseball and even found Dory! Visiting 
with farm animals was a blast! And of 
course a Bernstein PACE tradition of 
making movies each summer! Can't 
wait until the 51st anniversary! 

We are an active bunch in B-12. During our first 
week of P.A.C.E. we had one student flying! During a 
Cool Science assembly; many students from our class 
were able to be apprentices to the professor with his 
experiments. Down on the farm week we got up close 
and personal with farm animals; this is an experience 
the students will remember forever. Seeing all of these 
animals is making us wait with anticipation for the baby 
chicks that will be hatching right in our school! B-12 
found Dory, exploring the open ocean with all our 
friends. The final week of P.A.C.E. we are celebrating 
our 50th Birthday, bringing us back to 1966 with a 
school carnival. Past students and employees will be 

here to celebrate all the amazing accomplishments of 
the P.A.C.E. program. On top of all our fun we still have 
time for our academics. In Math we are working on 
computation, word problems, fractions and graphing 
techniques. Wonder our summer reading books keep 
us entertained in the afternoon during Reading time. 
Arts and crafts allow us to show off our talents; related 
to each theme we have made crabs, pigs, cows, masks 
and birthday crowns! Matching our crafts we are writing 
stories such as, The Crab, Girl Who Lived by the Sea, 
Down on the Farm and Happy Birthday. I hope every-
one enjoyed their time at P.A.C.E. and the rest of your 
summer! -Ms. Tweedle B-12  

B-13 

 Mr. Evangelista’s  B-13 Bulldogs took a bite out of learning at  P.A.C.E. “Cool Science Week” we discussed 
the solar system with all the planets. The students made their own solar systems where they had to color them 
and put them in order from closest to farthest from the sun.  The week was a complete success when the week 
was finished off with a science program. 
 The next week was “Under the Sea Week.”  Our students learned about the water cycle and how it contin-
ues on. We talked about erosion of the Earth’s surface and how it is still reshaping our lands. Nothing was more 
of a hit then when we saw “Finding Dory” to end off a week of fun. 
 Then it was then “Down on the Farm Week.”  The Bulldogs learned about the process of how chicks are 
hatched.  It was exciting when the eggs finally hatched and we saw the cute little birds. We also got to see all dif-
ferent types of animals you would find on a farm such as sheep, rabbits, cows, and pigs to name a few.  The best 
part was being able to pet all of them. 
  Although we enjoyed and learned many different things at PACE I think our favorite week was “Road to Rio 
Week”.  We used our measuring skills when we actually participated in some of the Olympic activities, some of 
which were the shot put and the discus. 
Finally it was “Happy Birthday PACE Week.”  The students made birthday cards for PACE expressing what they 
most enjoyed this year. 

 Mrs. Kopervas and Mr. Evangelista, along with all the B-13 Bulldogs, had an excellent summer learning 
experience.  We will all remember the enjoyable times. 
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P.A.C.E. has been fun for the kids in B-15 this summer. In the first two weeks, the students have partic-
ipated in academics, sales, and clubs.  To reinforce ELA, history, math lessons and strategies during 
the school year, the students  have been doing academic work in the classroom with additional one-on-
one and small group instruction.  The B-15 students have also been involved in authentic consumer 
lessons, employing real-world math transactions. Each week, the students have been running the ice 
cream, snack, and pretzel sales that benefit the end-of-the year picnic. To benefit social and academic 
development, the students have taken part in clubs. Our summer would not have been as smooth 
without the help of Ms. Tamiko, Ms. Burns, and Nurse Renee. A special thanks to Mr. Patten and Mr. 
Scarano for their continued support. 

The B-14 Rockets have been soaring to new 
heights over at the RISE building this summer.  
Each week has a offered a variety of activities 
such as the cooking club where students along 
with B-13 have made waffles and ice cream as 
well as quesadillas.  Coach Nyers, Ms Sam, Ms 
Felicia and the Rockets of B-14 RISE have con-
sistently risen to the challenges offered each 
and every day. 

B-14 
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 Miss Davison’s B-16 group is a fun, outgoing, and smart combination of young minds!  This 
summer we were at the R.I.S.E. building and could not be enjoying the program more.  The themes 
for summer camp were Cool Science, Under the Sea, Down on the Farm, and the Road to Rio.   

 During Cool Science week our group talked about force and motion.  The everyday force 
that is used to play softball was used as an example for our reading comprehension passages.  
Kids drew representations of force in everyday situations.  In computers, the students made an 
interactive rollercoaster to apply their knowledge of force and energy.   

 Under the Sea week was a blast with our movie trip to see Finding Dory at AMC theaters.  
Naomi loves Dory and was so excited to create a document on Word to share her enthusiasm.  We 
discussed sea monsters and the Atlantis.  The students created a narrative to match their draw-
ings of their unique sea creatures.   

 Fortunately, our very own farm came to Matthew Jago School.  Students were able to pet 
and see a turkey, pig, goat, chicks, rabbits, and more!  The favorite part of this experience was 
feeding the animals and talking about topics related to farm life.  The students made grilled 
cheese and talked about the different products that animals create.  

 Lastly, the Road to Rio was an absolute blast!  The kids freshened up on their mathematics 
including addition, subtraction, division, and multiplication related to word problems that were 
sport related.  Their joy could not be contained when they were able to compete in their own ver-
sion of the olympics outside!  The kids learned about TEAMUSA and the athletics involved in this 
fun event!    

 Overall, this summer at Camp P.A.C.E. has been eventful and exciting.  Making waffles, go-
ing bowling, and improving our social and academic skills has been a part of our wonderful jour-
ney this summer!  Happy Anniversary Camp P.A.C.E.!    









This summer the students in C-1 have participated in activities focused on the weekly themes of PACE 
and individualized daily activities. During Cool Science Week the students explored colors and their rela-
tionship to each other by combining colors to make new ones. For the Under the Sea Week the students 
created murals that depicted sea creatures and made collage crabs from macaroni, paper plates and 
pipe cleaners. During Down on the Farm Week the activities consisted of singing songs, using puppets to 
act out farm animal songs and stamp painting farm animals. The Road to Rio Week led the students to 
create their own Olympic Rings, color and count Olympic Torches and to construct Olympic head piec-
es.  And last but not least for Happy 50th Birthday PACE the students in preschool created miniature 
birthday cakes. In addition to the activities that revolved around the themes of PACE the students partici-
pated in individualized daily activities from Rethink, language activities recommended by the Special Lan-
guage Specialist and fine motor activities.  

Summer 2016 was a BLAST for the kids in C-2. 
Together with the help of teacher, Sarah, and 
paraprofessionals, Chris, Amy, and Megan, we 
learned all about Cool Science, Under the Sea, 
Down on the Farm, The Road to Rio, and helped 
to celebrate 50 amazing years of P.A.C.E. During 
Cool Science week the students learned how mix-
ing two colors makes a new one, all about the 
weather and seasons, and learned songs to help 
them remember! Under the Sea week brought 
Finding Nemo and The Little Mermaid to the 
screen and our friends loved making their own 
fish and jelly fish using finger paint, dot paint, 
and streamers. Down on the Farm week was so 
much fun with songs like “Old McDonald” and 
“Down on the Farm” and who can forget the pigs, 
cows, and chicks we made! We also got to see 
chicks hatch from eggs! How AMAZING! During 

the Road to Rio we made the Olympic Rings! To 
help celebrate the 50th birthday of P.A.C.E. we 
made birthday hats, decorated our own cup-
cakes, and sang happy birthday! We had such a 
fun summer and can’t wait to come back next 
year!  
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The C-3 Sharks, instructed by Ms. Ciniello, Mrs. 
Davidson, Ms. Elio, Ms. Forbes, and Mrs. 
Torzewski swam through an exciting summer! 
We kicked off our summer during Cool Science 
Week, completing many science activities. Dur-
ing Under the Sea week, students made paper 
bag jellyfish and worked on sea animal tracing, 
matching, and do-a-dot art activities.  For Down 
on the Farm week, we enjoyed petting the farm 
animals and visiting the chicks.  During the Road 
to Rio week, students completed art projects to 
make the Olympic rings and worked on yoga and 
stretching to learn about movement.  Finally for 
Happy Birthday PACE week, students enjoyed 
making birthday cards and decorating the class-
room to celebrate the 50th anniversary!  Stu-
dents enjoyed OT/PT and Speech classes, play-
ing on the playground and having gym class with 
Mr. Christopher.   We would like to give a special 

thank you to everyone who made this summer 
fantastic! 

Happy 50th Birthday PACE! Ms. McFadden's  C-4 preschoolers were very busy this summer 
with a lot of fun activities! We loved being able to pet farm animals, and experience our fa-
vorite animals in real time! We were visited by our favorite therapy dog Bailey, who we en-
joyed immensely! During the summer we continued to work on our fundamental preschool 
skills such as attending to a tasks, matching skills, making eye contact, identifying objects 
and pictures, and social skills! We created under the sea art projects and enjoyed playing 
with our preschool peers in open gym sessions! We were so lucky to have Mrs. Palmisano, 
Mrs. DeCeglia, and Ms. Barreto helping us have a fun and successful summer!  
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C-5 
C-5 had a great summer at  P.A..C.E. this year under the lead of Ms. Benicaso, Ms. Torres, and Ms. 
Schur! We had a fun filled summer with learning, crafts, and activities. For Cool Science Week, we 
talked about weather and one craft was a beautiful rainbow. For on the Farm Week, we made differ-
ent animals, one craft the students made were pigs in mud! For Under the Sea Week,  we made 
handprint crabs for one craft. For Road to Rio Week,  we made handprint Olympic Rings and for our 
final week for P.A.C.E’s Birthday Week, we made puff cupcakes with foam shaving cream and glue. 
We want to wish P.A.C.E. a  very Happy 50th Birthday! Have a great rest of the summer. 

C-6 Crabs have never been more excited to experience another wonderful year at camp 
P.A.C.E! Ms. Brittany, Ms. Cathy, and Ms. Maureen’s class started off camp with Cool Science Week! 
During the week, C-6 created life cycles of caterpillars and butterflies. Students also took part in 
hands-on science experiments using simple ingredients which worked like magic!  C-6 also took 
part in the Cool Science Show and worked with Colonia Middle School’s Friday’s Friends and made 
dinosaur parachutes.  

With excitement, C-6 dove into Under the Sea Week! C-6 took part in clubs and created rain-
bow jellyfish and played Finding Dory bingo!  C-6 caught and cooked clams from the sea (created 
clams using cookies, icing, and marshmallows), and had a delicious snack!  C-6 experienced 
Whales Tales at the Morris Museum where they learned about whales, dolphins, and sharks.  To 
end Under the Sea Week, C-6 along with every class at P.A.C.E had the opportunity to see Finding 
Dory in movie theaters!  Students were very happy to find Dory! 

C-6 was very excited to take part in the petting zoo to celebrate Down on the Farm week!  
They were able to interact and pet various animals such as a cow, a pig, a sheep, and even hold ba-
by chicks! 

In the up-coming weeks, C-6 will be able to go to the Spray Park, compete in bowling compe-

titions, interact with other peers during clubs, as well as maintain skills they have learned through-

out the school year.  C-6 Crabs are very excited to see what else is in store at camp P.A.C.E this 

summer during its 50th birthday celebration!  



We are the fish of Mrs. Dymond's room, C-7. We 
are lucky to have Mrs. Leticia and Mr. Jon in our 
class with us. Throughout the 5 weeks at camp, 
we have worked with our letters, numbers, colors 
and shapes. During our "Cool Science" week, we 
made paintings with shaving cream that we col-
ored ourselves. As we swam into our "Under the 
Sea" week, we learned about ocean life. We 
made our very own ocean pictures with sand, 
fish and coral and we decorated shells. It was so 
much fun going to the Morris Museum and going 
to see "Finding Dory" with all of our friends on 
the bus. During our "Down on the Farm" week, 

we learned about farm animals, counted with 
corn, and had fun making crafts about farm ani-
mals. We learned about the Olympics during our 
"Road to Rio" week and identified the colors of 
the Olympic Rings. Art projects continued since 
we love to paint and use scissors and glue. 
"Happy 50th Birthday Pace" was our last week of 
camp. We sang Happy Birthday and decorated 
our own mini birthday cakes. Spending this time 
in camp was so much fun with all of our friends. 
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Welcome to C-8, the Cool Cats! We are the coolest 
cats in P.A.C.E. At P.A.C.E., our day is packed with 
fun-filled academic activities. During our first week 
of school, we were scientists. We conducted experi-
ments with food and made green slime. During our 
second week at P.A.C.E., we visited the "Planet 
Ocean" at the Children's Museum in Morristown. In 
addition,  we created sea bottles, a jellyfish and 
seaweed soup.  

C-8 

Page 34 

C-7 



C-10 

C-9 
The C-9 superstars started off PACE with a bang, during Science Week when we made exploding volcanoes and swirling torna-
dos in a bottle. The science show had some really cool experiments to show us too. After that we dove right into Under The 
Sea Week. We went to the movies to see Finding Dory and also made some awesome fish bowl crafts, by week 3 it was time 
to check out our Down On The Farm Theme. Some amazing animals were brought to school and we actually got to watch 
chickens hatch from their eggs. So we were all powered up for the Olympic Road To Rio. It was a blast playing in all the games 
and contests. We wrapped up the PACE program with our annual Picnic, talent show and awards show. All in honor of 50 Gold-
en Years of PACE. HAPPY BIRTHDAY PACE. 

The C – 10 Crabs had a fantastic summer 
at P.A.C.E.! We started the summer off with Cool 
Science Week.  During the week we did a lot of 
cool experiments! We dyed flowers using food 
coloring in the water. We did a Gummy Bear Ex-
periment to see what would happen when we put 
Gummy Bears in different solutions. Next, we had 
Under the Sea Week. We learned all about differ-
ent ocean animals. We even went to a show at 
the Morris Museum where we learned about 
Whales. We made “sand” out of cool whip and 
vanilla pudding and we also made the “sea” out 
of blue JELL-O and fish fruit snacks. Our group 
was in charge of Clubs this week and we played a 
very fun game of Finding Dory Bingo. It was a 
great time for all groups involved. Then, we had 
Down on the Farm Week. We learned all about 
different farm animals. We had baby chicks come 
to school, so we could watch them hatch! It was 
so cool! Then, we had the Road to Rio Week 
where we learned all about the where the Sum-
mer Olympics will be held. We even completed 

some obstacle courses within the classroom. 
Lastly, we had Happy 50th Birthday P.A.C.E.! We 
celebrated 50 awesome years of P.A.C.E.!  We 
had a Carnival complete with Blow Up Inflatables 
and food. It was a great time for everyone! As you 
can see, we had a fun-filled summer at P.A.C.E.! 



C-12 

C-11 

The C-11 Chameleons, Peter, Frank, Gregory, Louis, Siddharth and Christopher blended right back 
into another year at PACE! We kept busy by filling our days with fun with our friends from C-12 as 
well as keeping up with our academics. We started our first week with some “Cool Science” experi-
ments! We made magic rainbow paper, cooked “solar s’mores” out in the hot sun, and even did a 
science experiment of exploding lunch bags! The C-11 chameleons went “Under The Sea” during the 
second week of PACE! We went on a class trip to see “Whale Tales” where we learned about whales 
and different kinds of mammals! We made jelly fish with bowls during theme, and cooked edible 
beaches made from Jell-O! “Down on the Farm” week we had a blast! We had live animals come to 
our schools and even watched baby chicks hatch! We created paper craft cows, made edible pigs, 
and even made celery change colors during science! We made our way to the “Road to Rio” week 
where we participated in an Olympic club! We had bean bag tosses, tennis, ring toss, scooter races 
and so much more! We created our own Olympic Rings with tissue paper, and even made edible 
Olympic Rings out of rice krispy treats! During the last week of PACE we celebrated PACE’s 50th 
Birthday! We made a cake and decorated it, and even had a birthday party! Along with all of these 
fun activities, we participated in clubs, assemblies, trips, Wii Bowling and even the spray park on a 
hot summer day!! We had a fun-filled summer and would like to also thank Miss Laura, Miss Val and 
Miss Danielle for helping us make this a fantastic summer! 

The C-12 Sea Riders had an awesome time 
“splashing around” at P.A.C.E. this summer.   Ni-
co, Trevon, Ryan, Daniel, and Jason, enjoyed 
making magic paper and exploding lunch bags 
during “Cool Science” week.  We turned bowls 
into jelly fish and enjoyed our trip to see the show 
Whale Tales during “Under the Sea” week. The 
edible beaches we made with our friends from C-
11 were awesome and delicious. During “Down 
on the Farm” week we made a paper cow for 
theme, we made celery change colors during sci-
ence, and we made edible pigs in cooking. For 
“Road to Rio” we made our very own Olympic 
rings, enjoyed having relay races with our friends, 
and made edible Olympic rings out of rice crispy 
treats.  The last week of P.A.C.E. was “Happy 50th 

Birthday P.A.C.E.” week. We enjoyed celebrating 
by decorating a cake and having a birthday party! 
In addition to all that, we had a great time playing 
Wii bowling, going on all of our trips, and partici-
pating in all of the assemblies and clubs. Leni 
and the Sea Riders would also like to thank Rose, 
Dotty, and Bob for helping us to have a wonderful 
summer.  



C-13 & C-14 
 The C-13 fish and C-14 frogs had a great year at PACE. Ms. Abadir and Mrs. Delgandio had lots of 
fun with this group! We continued working on the programs they were working on during the school 
year.  But what we enjoyed most was being a home for the baby chicks to hatch! We also enjoyed playing 
fun games and learning while we were doing it! Some of our favorite apps we played were: 

 
 P.A.C.E started off with “Cool Science.” We learned how to make homemade ice cream and it was 
delicious!! We also made gak and had fun coloring with our ice chalk. For “Under the Sea” week, we 
talked about all the different animals, went to Morris Museum and watched “A Whale’s Tale.” We enjoyed 
making crabs, sharks and jelly fish crafts. For clubs we played Finding Dory Bingo and really had a fun 
time watching Finding Dory together! Out of the water and onto the land, we went “On the Farm” for the 
third week. We learned about the animals on the farm, what crops grow on a farm and about flowers you 
see on the farm. We were so excited to be a home for 12 little baby chicks to be hatched! We went “On 
the Road to Rio” and talked about the summer Olympics! We made medals, torches, and got to play in 
some of our own Olympic games! In our final week, "Happy Birthday Pace!" we wrote a birthday card to 
P.A.C.E about favorite memories of P.A.C.E, made mini ice cream cakes and made a piñata to play at our 
birthday party for P.A.C.E! We had a blast and can't wait for next year!! 

 







The D-1 & 2 Frogs, who were instructed by Ms. Mil-
ler & Ms. Hershey, Mrs. Karlin, Mrs. Quinton, Mr. 
Kukoly, Mrs. Rovinsky and Mrs. Salvatore had yet 
another amazing summer at P.A.C.E.! We kicked off 
the summer with “Cool Science” and “Under the 
Sea.” Throughout “Cool Science Week,” we made 
ice chalk and drew cool designs outside with it. We 
also watched a video on planets, learned all about 
them and created our own planets. During “Under 
the Sea” we painted our own sea animals and 
made edible under the sea cups with homemade 
pudding. We ended this week going to the movies 
and watched Finding Dory. The third week was 
“Down on the Farm Week” where we went outside 
and met farm friends who we were able to pet and 
feed. We painted and crafted farm animals that we 
put around our room. We also made edible sheep 
with marshmallows and pretzels. During this week 
we took a trip to Kidz Village, where the students 
were able to play arcade games, play pretend in 
the workshop and diner and exercise in the jungle 
gym. The students had a blast!  The fourth week 
was “Road to Rio” week we learned about the 
Olympics and had our own events in our classroom. 

We had different games around the room and com-
peted against D-1. Some of the events we had in 
our room, we created and made them in the class-
room as a team effort. During this week, we also 
had chicks delivered to our school, where we were 
able to watch and visit them in classrooms. The 
last week of P.A.C.E was a celebration to the 50th 
year! We were able to celebrate all week long! We 
made tons of crafts and had a class party with D-1. 
In the middle of the week we had fun celebrating 
with our school in the Carnival Games. We ended 
the week with a sing-a-long and awards. During 
each week of P.A.C.E., we learned a lot of new 
things as well as reinforced skills. The D-2 Frogs 
would like to thank everyone who helped make this 
summer a fun and memorable one! See you next 
year!  
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D-3, who was instructed by Mr. Grasso, Mrs. Blash and Mr. Phells had yet another fun summer at 
P.A.C.E. The class learned a lot and reinforced many academic and social skills.  We kicked off the sum-
mer with Cool Science Week and Under the Sea Week.  During this time we sang and learned about dif-
ferent fish and other animals in the sea.  In week three, Down on the Farm Week, the class enjoyed the 
arrival of their chicks.  Week four was Road to Rio Week where we enjoyed playing games with our 
friends and learned about different sports that are in the Olympics.  Week five was Happy Birthday 
PACE Week, we had a great time celebrating the history of PACE.  Our class had a great time watching 
some of the talent at P.A.C.E. at the annual Talent Show.  D-3 thoroughly enjoyed going to the movies to 
see Finding Dory! 
  
The staff and students of D-3 would like to thank everyone who had a part in making this a fun and 
memorable summer. 



The D6 Rising Stars have been involved in many activities to reinforce our daily living skills, 
such as laundry, making the bed, vacuuming, food shopping and of course-cooking!! Our class is 
keeping active in the local community-going to both Woodbridge Center and Menlo Park malls, tour-
ing the Thomas Edison Memorial Park at Menlo and going to Shop-Rite weekly. 

Our students help with PACE fundraising by selling snacks, ice cream, pretzels and pizza to 
all of the classes in the RISE building. This helps us to practice our everyday money skills through 
counting and making change. We also take care of the PACE T-shirts for  the students in the RISE 
building-we wash and fold them and return them as necessary. During our trips to Shop-RIte we 
purchase items for the clubs in our building, as well as food that we turn into delicious meals. 

Cooking is a favorite activity of the Rising Stars! We have made many different things using 
various appliances such as a griddle, crock pot and toaster oven. We practice reading the recipes, 
measuring and meal prep during our lessons. Some of our favorites have been french toast, cheese 
omelets, macaroni and cheese and chicken pot pie in the crock pot with biscuits. The students take 
great pride in the meals they prepare and they enjoy trying new and different things!  

It has been a great summer celebrating the 50th Anniversary of PACE at the RISE building!  
Happy Anniversary PACE with wishes for many, many more fun filled summers! 
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D’s Diner rocked P.A.C.E. for another season! From 
fried fish and chips during Under the Sea Week to 
chicken nuggets and chips for our Down on the 
Farm Week! The Road to Rio Week offered Spanish 
rice and frozen piña coladas and Happy Birthday 
P.A.C.E. Week was everything desert! Yum! D’s diner 
increased their typical one day a week opening to a 
crowded three days a week servings. Our proud em-
ployees learned real life skills that will help them 
gain employment one day in real working restau-
rants. A special thanks to Mr. Patten and the 
P.A.C.E. Parents for their support! 

D-5 
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A Special Thanks to Everyone who Helps Make P.A.C.E. a Success! 
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A Special Thanks to Everyone who Helps Make P.A.C.E. a Success! 
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A Special Thanks to Everyone who Helps Make P.A.C.E. a Success! 
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A Special Thanks to Everyone who Helps Make P.A.C.E. a Success! 



Volume 1, Issue 1 

The P.A.C.E. Parents’ Organization – Then and Now 
 

 It was October of 2001.  The world had been rocked just a month before by the events of September 
11, 2001.  Meanwhile, my own little world was rocked not even a year previously, when our daughter Erika 
was diagnosed with autism. Now here she was, barely 3 years old, going to school – Matthew Jago School, to 
be exact! 
 
 I came to the school frequently. As a matter of fact, on 9/11, I was in the back parking lot because I had 
followed the bus in!  Yes, I was one of THOSE moms! Mr. Patten, principal of Matthew Jago School, 
happened to come to the back lot, and told me about the first plane to hit “the Towers”. I had first met Mr. 
Patten a few weeks before.  When Erika was diagnosed, I was told that she could start school once she turned 
3, which was in August of 2001.  I was told that I could choose whatever school I wanted for her, that I did not 
have to go to the school that the district told me I had to go to. The people that told me these things said them 
with firmness and defiance.  “YOU HAVE RIGHTS!” ”YOUR DAUGHTER HAS RIGHTS!”  So my 
husband and I visited a few schools, and we visited Matthew Jago School, home of the P.A.C.E. program, and 
we met with Mr. Patten, director of P.A.C.E.  And I said to myself, “why would I want to go anywhere but 
here?”  So my daughter - and I - started our education at MJS/P.A.C.E., in September of 2001. 
 
 Like I said, I went to the school often.  In October I saw a sign about a meeting for parents of special-
needs children.  All of the research that I had been doing since my daughter was diagnosed, pointed to the 
importance of support and networking.  So I went. Guess what? Nobody showed up! About a month later, I 
saw another sign, for another meeting. Again I went. This time there were a handful of parents.  We sat and 
chatted.  Somehow we managed to meet again the next month. Then the following month. And the month 
after.  In the beginning, it was only myself and another 3 moms.  Chris Penik, Mary Taylor, Stephanie Besz 
and I were the “regulars”.   Once in a while there would be another mom or two.  Sometimes we would hear 
about moms who had “done this before”: Janet Greve, Agnes Rugy, others. For over a year the handful of us 
would meet and talk about our kids, our families, our hopes, our struggles.  Slowly but surely other moms 
started to come regularly.  The commonality was that our kids, while they attended various schools throughout 
Woodbridge Township during the regular school year, in the summer they all attended P.A.C.E - “Program for 
the Advancement of Children in Education” -  Woodbridge Township’s Extended School Year program for 
students with special needs, as defined by their I.E.P.   By the summer of 2003, we had established the 
“P.A.C.E. Parents’ Organization”, and officially registered with the State of New Jersey in October of 2004!  
The first co-presidents of the P.A.C.E. Parents’ Organization were Chris Penik, Victoria Romanienko, and 
myself. Other co-presidents and vice-presidents who followed included Donna Davidson, LouAnn 
Czochanski, and Terry Reichardt. 
 
 In the ensuing years, we grew and grew! Our role became two-fold: to enhance the program by 
providing additional services and programs and equipment, and to provide support for each other.  The first 
part of this role was done by fundraising… and fundraising… and fundraising!  In the very beginning, our 
fundraising goal was to provide air-conditioners for every classroom at P.A.C.E.  Our next and recurring goal 
was the P.A.C.E. T-shirts, which we felt were important to enhance safety on trips. Do you remember what 
color the T-shirt was in 2006? It was red – the first non-white shirt, and it celebrated the 40th anniversary of 
P.A.C.E.!  This year, we celebrated the 50th anniversary of P.A.C.E. with a classic black and gold design.  
Over time, the annual P.A.C.E. T-shirt has created a sense of comraderie and pride among staff and families 
alike.  Another big budget item has always been the end-of-P.A.C.E. celebration.  When my daughter began to 
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attend P.A.C.E. in the summer of 2002, it was Carnival!, replete with big blowup rides and the ever-popular 
Trackless Train and games and snacks and picnic.  Then, a few years ago, the kids began to go to iPlay 
America – where we didn’t have to worry about the weather and they had a blast! But this year – 2016, the 50th 
anniversary of P.A.C.E., - we brought back the Carnival! It was wonderful! 
 

In the beginning, a custom jewelry sale by Gina Pardo and Diane Gomez yielded almost all of our 
revenue.  Over time, we added Avon Sales and other catalog sales.  We sold the inimitable “P.A.C.E. 
Umbrella”.  We would hold an Annual Bazaar.  We began hosting an annual “Breakfast at the Elks”.  To that 
we added a Basket Raffle. Along came the Mayor’s Holiday Raffle at Woodbridge Center Mall, and the 50/50 
raffle at one of the Mayor’s Concert Series performances.  Let’s not forget Pennies for P.A.C.E. and our 
Gems!   

 
Sometimes the fundraising is FUN too! Back in the day, the Water Walk-a-thon provided the kids with 

a day of water slides and sprinklers, while raising money at the same time.  Other activities that have this dual 
purpose include Pizza Day, Ice Cream Day, Snack Day, and Pretzel Day. All of these funds go back into the 
program.  For example, donations from various business and civic organization such as the Knights of 
Columbus help to fund “D’s Diner”, a job-skill program where the students compile menus, do the shopping, 
and then cooked and served lunch to their fellow P.A.C.E. students!   

 
The support that we provide to our families is FUN too – when we have our Activity Nights, which 

happen 3-4 times a year. We have Fall Festival parties, Winter Holiday parties (where a certain guy dressed in 
red and white with a white beard always makes an appearance), Spring Flings, Movie Nights, and more!  
These events are open to the entire family.  Parents get to meet other parents while the kids have fun!  We 
encourage our families to volunteer and participate in our fundraising programs, because that is a way to meet 
other families.  We  hold an Open House every summer so the parents know what’s going on. 

 
We have offered support to our families over the years by holding seminars and roundtable discussions.  

For the most part, the seminars have been presented by POAC – Parents of Autistic Children.  The information 
disseminated by POAC is not just for families with autism, but for anyone dealing with a developmental 
disability. POAC offers many social programs for families, such as swimming, horseback riding, and bowling.  
All of their programs are available to all P.A.C.E. families.  Our roundtables have included topics such as 
speech therapy, behavior modification, IEP’s, sensory issues, and many more.  Our monthly meetings combine 
our fundraising and support themes.  The first part of the meeting is devoted to business, while the second half 
is for parents to help each other, to ask questions, to gain comfort and knowledge. 

 
.  P.A.C.E. is now 50 years old!  The P.A.C.E. Parents’ Organization hosted a 50th Anniversary Dinner 

to celebrate this milestone.  It was a wonderful evening, attended by staff from “then” and “now”.  This 
summer, there were almost 500 children enrolled at P.A.C.E.  Fifty years ago, there were only a few dozen 
students. While Matthew Jago School #28 has been the home of P.A.C.E. for quite a while now, back then it 
was held at other township schools.  Then, the basis of the program was to prevent academic regression. Now, 
the goal is the same, albeit with different methods to achieve that goal. The program now includes a full 
complement of accessorial services, such as speech therapy and occupational and physical therapies, in 
addition to the academic curriculum.  Back then, there was no parents’ organization. Now, our co-presidents 
are Bob Paul, Kimberly Schmalenberger, and myself, and we have dozens of parents who participate in our 
programs.  
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My daughter is now 18 years old!  She has just finished her 15th summer at P.A.C.E. “Then” she was a 
non-verbal, tantrumming, overwhelmed 3-year old. “Now” she talks non-stop, sings and dances, reads and 
writes, and thoroughly enjoys her time at P.A.C.E. I no longer follow the bus!  The warm and nurturing 
atmosphere of P.A.C.E., encouraged by the leadership of long-time director Robert Patten, has helped her 
become a successful student. Who could ask for anything more? 

 
 
Mary Karafa 
Co-president, P.A.C.E. Parents’ Organization 
August, 2016 
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A Message From the Director 
 We have just completed our 50th summer here at the P.A.C.E. Program. We have been celebrating here 
in school and the PACE Parents organized a beautiful evening celebration on July 29 at the Gran Centurions in 
Clark.  Aside from celebrating, the evening included the presence of some key people from the program who 
have worked throughout the years to make PACE what it now has become, a notable ESY program for all of our 
classified students. Throughout the summer our staff has also worked with your children to strengthen and rein-
force the academic skills that are identified in their individual education plans while providing them with many 
activities that have helped them to further develop their social and emotional growth.   

 

Our P.A.C.E. Parents’ Group has continued to grow and we are very grateful for all that they do for us.  They con-
tinue to be successful in securing the funding for our annual events and for our P.A.C.E. shirts and for the return 
of the PACE picnic.   The group also continues to meet during the course of the school year and they provide our 
students with several activity nights during the fall and spring months in addition to offering child care each 
month during their meetings.  After each meeting they also conduct the Parents’ Support Group to discuss some 
of the issues that parents of special education students must deal with on a day to day basis.  Please check the 
district’s website for some of the group’s upcoming events. You will also be able to locate the P.A.C.E. Parents’ 
Website as it will appears as a link to the Board of Education’s home page. 

 

As P.A.C.E. continues to grow we have housed some of our older students in the RISE building along with the 
students of the RISE Program.  All of our students, no matter what building that they are housed in, enjoy all of 
programs and activities conducted during the program.    

 

On behalf of all of our students and our staff, we’d like to thank you for sharing your child’s summer with us. 
Personally, I am extremely honored to have been part of the PACE Program for the last 42 years, sixteen of 
them in the classroom and twenty- six years as the program’s director.   I have learned firsthand that we are ex-
tremely fortunate in Woodbridge Township to work with a Superintendent and School Administration that collab-
orates with the Board of Education in order to provide continued support for the Woodbridge Township Extended 
School Year Program.  Their vision and their commitment to the P.A.C.E. Program have created many worth-
while experiences for our kids. 

 

Best wishes for a safe and happy rest of the summer. 

 

 

 

Robert F. Patten 

Director: PACE 

The Woodbridge Township Extended School Year Program  
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Thank you to the following people for their continued 
support of this program. 

 
Central Administration 

 
Dr. Robert Zega, Superintendent 

Mr. John Bader, Assistant Superintendent 
Ms. Julie Bair, Staff Director of Special Services 

Mr. Joe Masperi, Technology 
 

Woodbridge Township Board of Education 
Board President 
Ezio Tamburello 

  
Board Vice President 

Daniel Harris 
  

Board Members 
Marie Anderson 

Frank DellaPietro III 
John Golden 
Brian Molnar 

Jonathan Triebwasser 
Joseph Velez 
Eileen Zullo 

  
Board Attorney 

Jonathan Busch, ESQ 

Newsletter  Chairperson: 

Danielle Adase 
 

Thank you to the Newsletter  Com-
mittee for all their help and support 

in completing this project. 


