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October 27, 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

As stated in my last letter, I remain committed to keeping our community informed of new information 
as it pertains to Colonia High School. Yesterday, the Mayor’s Office and I received correspondence from 
Commissioner LaTourette of the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) and 
Commissioner Persichilli of the New Jersey Department of Health (NJDOH). I strongly encourage 
everyone to read the letter, which can be viewed below, or by visiting our district webpage under 
Superintendent Notifications. 
 
As you will see, the Commissioners explained that: 
 

Although the newly reported presence of PCBs and pesticides may require further 
environmental evaluation, it is not necessarily a cause for immediate alarm. The presence of 
PCBs and pesticides does not alter NJDEP’s prior conclusions regarding the absence of known 
environmental conditions at Colonia High School that could potentially be related to the 
occurrence of primary brain tumors. PCBs and pesticides are not sources of the ionizing 
radiation most associated with the occurrence of primary brain tumors, nor would these 
materials have been detected during the previously conducted radiological survey.  

 
The Commissioners further explained that “finding PCBs in materials used in buildings, including schools, 
built between 1950 and 1979 is not uncommon” and that “a single dust wipe sample does not represent 
an evaluation of indoor air or potential PCB exposure within the school building.” Additionally, they said 
that “historically applied pesticides (HAPs) are commonly detected around building exteriors of this 
vintage.” As a result of these considerations, the Commissioners recommended that the School District 
engage the services of a licensed site remediation professional (LSRP), who will “follow the applicable 
regulatory process, fully characterize the extent of soil impacts, and remediate the soils as appropriate.” 
The district already hired an LSRP last week to facilitate these measures. 
 
We will do everything we can to have the LSRP complete the work in as expeditious a manner as 
possible. Our environmental consultants and LSRP are in the process of working with representatives 
from the aforementioned agencies on finalizing the scope and nature of the necessary work to be done. 
As we receive more information, I will certainly keep the community updated. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Joseph Massimino, Ed.D. 

 







https://www.nj.gov/health/ces/documents/Expected%20Report%20w%20Cover%20May%2024.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/health/ces/documents/briefs/nj_brain_ons_cancer_inc_trends_bygender_mort_1990-2019.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/health/ces/documents/briefs/nj_brain_ons_cancer%20_inc_subtypes_bygender_2015-2019.pdf


https://www.epa.gov/pcbs/polychlorinated-biphenyls-pcbs-building-materials
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2016-03/documents/practical_actions_for_reducing_exposure_to_pcbs_in_schools_and_other_buildings.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/pcbs/exposure-levels-evaluating-polychlorinated-biphenyls-pcbs-indoor-school-air
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2015-08/documents/research-plan-draft.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2015-08/documents/pcb_encapsulation_fs.pdf
https://www.p12.nysed.gov/facplan/HealthSafety/PCBinCaulkProtocol-070615.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1247375/pdf/ehp0112-001051.pdf

