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Unadopted Minutes 
 
 

A regular meeting of the Wheatland Union High School District Board of Trustees 
was held on Tuesday, February 9, 2016.   
 
Trustees in attendance included Mr. Tony Lopez, Ms. Deborah Schweitz, and Mr. 
Frank D. Webb, Jr. 
 
Also in attendance were Dr. Vic Ramos, Mrs. Lynne Tafoya, Mr. Cy Olsen, Ms. 
Heather Steer – Capitol Public Finance Group, Jason Jeffery – CatapultEMS, 
several staff, students, and community members and Mona Hood. 

 
 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Mr. Lopez called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. in Mr. Guzman’s 
absence.   

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

3. ESTABLISHMENT OF A QUORUM  
Mr. Justin Guzman, President Absent 
Mr. Tony Lopez, Clerk Present 
Mrs. Staci Medina, Member Absent 
Ms. Deborah Schweitz, Member Present 
Mr. Frank D. Webb, Jr., Member Present 

 
4. CONFIRMATION OF THE AGENDA 

The agenda was confirmed as presented. 
 
5. RECOGNITION OF PERSONS HAVING BUSINESS WITH THE BOARD 

There were no persons present to address the Board. 
 

6. THE MEETING CONVENED INTO CLOSED SESSION AT 5:31 p.m. 
Pursuant to Government Code §54957.6, the Board will meet in closed 
session on the following matters. 

 

• PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION  
Title:  Superintendent’s Evaluation - Update 

 
• PUBLIC EMPLOYEE/PERSONNEL  

Title:  Certificated, Classified, Administration and Unrepresented 
Employees 
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• CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR 

Pursuant to Government Code 54957.6, the Board will meet in Closed 
Session to give direction to District Negotiator: Dr. Vic Ramos, 
regarding negotiations with WHEAT, CSEA and Unrepresented 
employees. 

 

 Mr. Guzman arrived during closed session. 
 
7. THE MEETING RECONVENED TO OPEN SESSION AT 6:04 p.m. 
 
8. ACTION ON CLOSED SESSION ITEMS IF ANY 

Mr. Guzman reported no action taken in closed session.  He asked for a 
motion of the board on the stipulated expulsion agreement with changes as 
discussed.  It was MSUC (Lopez/Schweitz) to approve a Stipulated 
Expulsion agreement for Student #10209 (2015-16-07) 
 

 RESOLUTION NO. 15.46 
Be it hereby resolved to approve Stipulated Expulsion Agreement for 
Student #10209. 
 

Roll call vote: All yeas 
 
9. RECOGNITION OF PERSONS HAVING BUSINESS WITH THE BOARD 
 Mrs. Paula Lamb expressed concern regarding the amount of homework 

students are assigned.  She distributed copies of a writing assignment her 
daughter completed which illustrated this concern from her daughter’s 
perspective.  This is a particular challenge for students who are struggling 
to balance school work and athletic responsibilities.  Mrs. Lamb asked the 
Board to consider implementing a block homework schedule which would 
allow ample time for assignment completion and studying for tests.   

 
 Mrs. Althea Howes inquired as to why the 9th and 10th grade Honors 

English classes are designated as “Honors” when they are not eligible for 
the UC or CSU honors designation. She also asked for an explanation as 
to why these two classes are not weighted.   

 
 Mr. Guzman explained that the Board was not legally allowed to respond to 

either community member’s question during this meeting due to the Brown 
Act.  He asked that these issues be brought back for more discussion. 

 
 Mrs. Annie Jones indicated that her son is having a much better school 

year this year.  He feels the teachers really care if he is learning.  Mrs. 
Jones said she has seen some “really incredible things going on.”  She 
also agreed with Mrs. Lamb that the homework issue is a “big thing” and 
that homework is more difficult for students to complete when there are 
family or home issues.   
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10. STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

• Lilian Sargent – FFA Representative was not present. 
 
 
11. OPPORTUNITY FOR EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS TO ADDRESS THE 

BOARD 
 

• BAFB Liaison – Mrs. Annette Goodly reported on the following: 
o Beale Officers’ Spouses Club scholarship applications are 

due on February 10th.  She will be sending more information 
regarding this. 

o Black History Observance Luncheon will be held on 
Wednesday, February 24th. 

o Military Child Education Coalition Training is scheduled for 
April 11th and 12th for staff, teachers, parents that work with 
military children with special needs.  The training will be held 
in Yuba City.  Teachers, staff, and Board members were 
invited to attend. 

o Beale Con will be held on February 26th.  Students as well as 
adults are encouraged to attend. Information was distributed 
to the Board. 
 

• Booster President / Representative - was not present. 
 

• Teachers Association (WHEAT) - Mr. Jeff Magill was not present. 
 

• California School Employees Association (CSEA)  - Ms. Wendy Boatright was 
not present. 

 

• Wheatland Elementary School Board – Mrs. Nicki Crabb was not 
present. 

 
  
12. PRESENTATION   

 12.1  Focus on Excellence – Kuulei Moreno 
Chef Kuulei distributed food samples prepared by the Culinary students to 
the Board.  She praised her students for all their hard work and dedication.  
Former WUHS Culinary student, Taryn Patterson, is currently working as a 
pastry chef for renowned chef, Thomas Keller.  
 
Chef Kuulei was joined by two Culinary students, Cristobal Jaime and Julia 
Garcia who introduced themselves and gave a brief overview of the 
activities they are involved in through the culinary program. 
 
On March 4th, Culinary will be participating in a Pop-up Restaurant at the 
City Grill featuring an American classics menu.  Money raised will go 
towards funding a trip to Thomas Keller’s Bouchon Bakery in Yountville, 
California. 
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 Dr. Ramos said the Rotary Club chooses to come to WUHS for their annual 
dinner, prepared and served by WUHS Culinary students.  The Rotarians 
say WUHS is the best place for a meal in the Sacramento Valley.   

 

 Culinary will also be cooking dinner for the upcoming Depper Awards on 
March 5th.   

 

 Mr. Guzman indicated he is a “huge fan” of the culinary program and 
expressed how proud he is to have Chef Kuulei at WUHS.  He said, “the 
impact on our students is amazing.” 

 
 
13.   INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

 13.1 Review of Project Timelines and Budgets 
 Ms. Heather Steer from Capitol Public Finance Group presented an 

overview of the three main projects currently in process:  
 

 Gas Line Extension – the bid acceptance and approval of Artland 
Construction will be brought before the Board this evening.   

 

 Restroom Renovations – waiting for this to come back from the State at 
which time the bidding process will begin. 

 

 Wireless Extension – a second opinion was recommended due to the 
increase of scope in the project.  Originally the project called for three 
wireless ports per wing.  The revised plans call for an access point in each 
classroom.  In addition, they want to ensure full coverage to external areas 
(quad, gym, etc.).  Every effort is being made to make sure this is a solid 
plan.  Wireless work could take place over the summer so as not to 
interfere with classes. 

 

 The Board asked questions as to Ms. Steer’s role in the project and how 
her fee is funded.  Dr. Ramos indicated that Mr. Jesse Castillo and Ms. 
Heather Steer will present at the next meeting, explaining Ms. Steer’s role 
in the project and funding. 

 
 13.2  Williams Complaint Form 
 Dr. Ramos stated that for the third and fourth quarters of 2014-15, and the 

first and second quarters of 2015-16, no complaints have been filed. 
 
 
14.   INFORMATION / ACTION ITEMS 
  

 14.1 CONSIDER THE APPROVAL OF THE 2015-16 SAFETY PLAN 
Mrs. Tafoya stated that fire, earthquake, and lock down drills have been 
conducted on campus.  Chief Wightman from the Wheatland Police 
Department was on campus to evaluate the lock down drill.  The Chief 
suggested purchasing belts or ropes to secure the wing doors and the 
glass doors into the Main Office and Attendance Office.  This would be 
done to impede the intruder, giving more time for police to arrive.   
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In the event of a campus intruder, ALICE training teaches that an 
announcement should be made indicating the intruder’s location on 
campus, if known.  Students in other locations should run to designated 
areas if safe to do so.  The three designated areas are Bishops Pumpkin 
Farm, Elkins, and the Chevron station.   
 

Mrs. Tafoya also said the staff emergency telephone tree has been 
updated with the most current information.  Fire, earthquake, and lock 
down drills will be conducted during the second semester as well.   
 

It was MSUC (Schweitz/Webb) to approve the 2015-16 Safety Plan.   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 15.47 
Be it hereby resolved to accept the 2015-16 Safety Plan. 

 

Roll call vote:  
   Webb – yea 
   Schweitz – yea 
   Lopez – no 
   Guzman – yea 
 

Motion carried. 
 
 
14.2 CONSIDER THE APPROVAL OF THE CATAPULT EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (EMS) PROPOSAL 
 

Mrs. Tafoya introduced Jason Jeffery from CatapultEMS who gave a brief 
background on the company as well as an overview of the services and 
training they can provide.  The CatapultEMS service integrates with Google 
Maps via cell phones to aid communication in the event of an emergency. 
Staff would be able to provide detail accounts of what’s happening on site, 
providing emergency response personnel valuable information.  There was 
a brief discussion regarding how many staff members would be willing to 
allow this product on their cell phones. The GPS locator does not send 
information unless enabled by the staff member.  This system would 
connect with Aeries, the school’s student information system.   
 

The system’s costs as presented during the meeting did not reflect a 
discount for due to use of Catapult’s website products currently used by the 
district.  A new quote, reflecting a 10% discount will be provided for the 
Board’s consideration at the next meeting. 
 
It was MSUC (Webb/Lopez) to table this item until the next meeting. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 15.48 
Be it hereby resolved to table this item until the next meeting. 
 
Roll call vote:  All yeas 
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14.3 CONSIDER THE APPROVAL OF INTERQUEST DETECTION 
CANINES AGREEMENT 
 

Mrs. Tafoya read BP5145.12 regarding the use of contraband detection 
dogs and asked the Board to consider contracting with Interquest Detection 
Canines for ten visits, $350.00 per visit, to cover the remainder of the 2015-
16 school year and all of the 2016-17 school year.  Dr. Ramos reminded 
the Board that the majority of expulsions are due to illegal substances and 
his belief is that when detection dogs are present on a regular basis, 
students tend to not bring the substances on campus.   
 

There is minimal disruption to the classroom with the search taking 
approximately 5 minutes per class.  Three to four rooms are chosen at 
random, an announcement is made to hold all students in class, and 
students are instructed to leave their personal belongings in class.  The 
dog is trained to sit down if they smell alcohol, drugs, or firearms.  The 
parking lot and lockers are included in the search areas.   

 

 It was MSUC (Lopez/Schweitz) to accept the Interquest Detection Canines 
 agreement. 
 

 RESOLUTION NO. 15.49 
Be it hereby resolved to approve the Interquest Detection Canines 
Agreement of ten visits at $350.00 per visit. 

 

Roll call vote:  All yeas 
 
 
 14.4 CONSIDER APPROVAL OF 2016 SUMMER SCHOOL 
 

 Lynne Tafoya asked the Board to consider offering summer school, June 
15th through July 27th.  Course offerings are based on student need and 
have not been finalized.  Subject areas include English, Math, World 
History, and Earth Science.  Dr. Ramos explained that in order to hold 
down cost and serve the greatest need, courses are offered for credit 
recovery to ensure students graduate.  Two other important groups would 
be students working on grade recovery and skill set building for middle 
schools students to aid in transitioning to high school.  We are asking for 
six classes based on the current budget.  More may be requested after the 
second interim report.  

 

 Mr. Guzman suggested looking at the administration calendars to save cost 
where possible. 

 

 It was MSUC (Schweitz/Lopez) to approve summer school for 2016. 
 

 RESOLUTION NO. 15.50 
 Be it hereby resolved to approve the 2016 summer school.   
 

Roll call vote:  All yeas 
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15. ACTION ITEM 
 
 

 15.1 BID ACCEPTANCE AND CONTRACT APPROVAL FOR GAS LINE 
EXTENSION 

  

 Heather Steer, from Capitol Public Finance Group, reported that the bid 
opening for the gas line extension project was held on January 29th at the 
District Office.  Artland Construction was found to be the lowest responsive 
and responsible bidder.   
 

If the bid is accepted and the contract approved by the Board of Trustees, 
a Notice to Proceed will be issued to Artland Construction with February 
16, 2016 as the start date for the project. 
 

Classroom disruption would be held to a minimum as much as possible.  
There was a brief discussion on how this issue would be mitigated.   
External work can be completed without disrupting students.  All workers 
much be fingerprinted or work within a barricaded area.    
 

Mr. Webb emphasized that the amount of contact between students and 
construction workers must be kept to a minimum. 
 

It was MSUC (Webb/Schweitz) to accept the bid and approve the gas line 
extension contract. 

 

 RESOLUTION NO. 15.51 
Be it hereby resolved to accept the bid and approve the contract for the gas 
line extension. 

 

 Roll call vote: All yeas 
                 
 
 15.2 CONSIDER APPROVAL OF BP6142.1(a) SEXUAL HEALTH AND 

HIV / AIDS PREVENTION INSTRUCTION  
 

 It was MSUC (Lopez/Schweitz) to approve BP6142.1(a) Sexual Health and 
HIV/AIDS Prevention Instruction.   

 

 RESOLUTION NO. 15.52 
 Be it hereby resolved to approve BP6142.1(a) Sexual Health and HIV / 

AIDS Prevention Instruction 
 
 

 Roll call vote:  All yeas 
 
 
 15.3 CONSIDER DISPOSAL OF DAMAGED CLASSROOM ITEMS 
 

Dr. Ramos stated there are 47 music stands not in working condition, and 
44 wooden folding chairs that the music teacher has deemed “dangerous 
to sit on” that should be thrown away or sold for scrap metal.   
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 It was MSUC (Schweitz/Lopez) to dispose of the damaged classroom 
items. 

 

 RESOLUTION NO. 15.53 
 Be it here by resolved to dispose of the damaged classroom items. 
 

 Roll call vote:  All yeas 
 
 
 15.4 2016 CSBA DELEGATE ASSEMBLY ELECTION VOTE    
 

 Dr. Ramos explained that it is time to elect a delegate to the assembly for 
CSBA.  One candidate is running from this area and there is one seat 
available.  This requires action of the Board to cast a vote for the individual. 

 

 It was MSUC (Schweitz/Lopez) to vote for the one candidate running. 
 

 RESOLUTION NO. 15.54 
 Be it hereby resolved to vote for James C. Flurry in the 2016 CSBA 

Delegate Assembly Election. 
 

 Roll call vote:  All yeas 
 
 

15.5 APPROVE THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS AS MEMBERS OF 
THE BOND OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE: 

• Nancy Avila, Parent 
• Michelle Perrault, Community at Large 
• Toni Gugliotti, Community at Large 

 

 Dr. Ramos gave a brief background on each perspective member as well 
as his recommendation for their approval.  He explained that there was no 
response to an advertisement placed in the local paper, notifying the public 
of the vacancies and requesting applications.  The above individuals were 
located by talking to people in the community. 

 

It was MSUC (Lopez/Webb) to approve Nancy Avila, Michelle Perrault, and 
Toni Gugliotti as members of the Bond Oversite Committee. 

 

 RESOLUTION NO. 15.55 
Be it hereby resolved to approve Nancy Avila, Michelle Perrault, and Toni 
Gugliotti as members of the Bond Oversite Committee. 

 

 Roll call vote:  All yeas 
 
 
16. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  
 

Dr. Ramos reported an enrollment of 675 for Wheatland Union High School 
and 3 in Wheatland Community Day School, for a total district enrollment of 
678. 
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$3,528.32 in developer fees have been received since January 12, 2016.  
A payment was made in the amount of $47,742.52 on the Plumas Lake 
property which left a balance to date of $259,955.15. 
 

Last week Dr. Ramos and Ms. Kirby watched a WASC webinar training 
session.  WUHS is beginning the WASC process which includes collecting 
data, examining data, and focus group activities.  Parents will be asked to 
participate in focus groups.  There are five chapters to write; the entire 
document will be finalized by January 2017.  Four WASC individuals will be 
visiting in March of 2017.  WUHSD’s current accreditation expires in 2017.  
The Board will be given updates monthly and Dr. Ramos will provide 
chapters in draft form as they become available. 
 

This is the third year for LCAP.  The LCAP and WASC goals will be pretty 
much the same.  Copies will be provided to the Board. 
 

Depper Awards will be held on March 5th at 6:00 p.m. in the North Gym.  
Guests are encouraged to dress like a pirate.  Staff will be serving so that 
parents can enjoy the opportunity of seeing their student recognized.  The 
use of social media to highlight the Depper Awards was suggested by Mr. 
Lopez. 

 
 Administrator of Educational Services – Lynne Tafoya 

Mrs. Tafoya reported on the excellent turn out to Freshman Evening 
Registration, held on February 2nd and 3rd.  Approximately 145 students 
were registered.  Chris Jorrin will be visiting the feeder schools next week 
to collect the remainder of the registration forms. The current 9th, 10th, and 
11th grade registration forms have also been collected. 

 
Assistant Principal of School Culture – Cy Olsen 
Mr. Olsen reported on the following: 

• February 4th was the Dartboard Challenge.  Magnetic boards and 
darts were used during this lunch time activity.  Each student threw 
six darts, trying to hit the target.  Winners received a free t-shirt. 
 

• Guest speaker American Ninja Warrior, Sydney Reeves, gave a 
detailed story of his experience as a victim of a drunk driving 
accident and his 11 year recovery process.  He was a captivating 
speaker who promoted healthy life style choices. 

 

• Ongoing/upcoming events include: 
o Pirate Chronicle 
o U2 Spy Plane and Global Hawk mechanic, USAF Captain 

Bailey will be presenting to AVID and STEM classes 
tomorrow.   

o Food trucks will be in the quad during lunch on February 12th. 
o Courtwarming rally, royalty elections, basketball game, 

halftime show, and dance on February 19th. 
 

Mr. Olsen reported he is communicating with Mrs. Goodley and 
coordinating the advertising of these events. 
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 Senior Account Specialist – Jesse Castillo 
Heather Steer from Capitol Public Finance Group presented in Mr. 
Castillo’s absence due to illness.  Bond expenditures are detailed on the 
attached PowerPoint presentation, showing a remaining balance of 
$4,309,142.26. 
 

 
17. CONSENT AGENDA 

It was MSUC (Lopez/Schweitz) to approve the consent agenda. 
 

RESOLUTION NO.15.56 
Be it hereby resolved to: 
 

A. Approve the minutes of the January 12, 2016 Regular Meeting. 
 

B. Approve the bills and warrants for January, 2016 in the amount of 
$335,795.73. 

 

C. Approve the resignation of Armando Romo, teacher. 
 

Roll call vote: All Yeas 
 
 
18. BOARD MEMBER REPORTS/COMMENTS 
 

 Mr. Dean Webb – supported Paula Lamb’s idea regarding a block 
homework schedule.  “We need to work on giving the students 
opportunity to be successful.”  Dr. Ramos said the staff will bring a 
report back to the Board next month.  Mr. Webb also expressed 
appreciation for the breakdown in billable hours on the Go Bond 
presentation. 

 

 Ms. Deborah Schweitz – agreed with Mr. Webb. 
 

 Mr. Tony Lopez – also agreed and is looking forward to seeing the 
report next month.  He also reminded the Board of the upcoming 
WEAVE event to be held on April 23rd at 11:30 a.m. at the Capitol 
Mall.   

 

 Mr. Justin Guzman – stated his support of the block homework 
schedule as well.  He suggested coordinating with teachers to give 
specific assignments or to layer tests so they do not fall on the same 
day.    

 
 
19. ATTACHMENTS / CORRESPONDENCE 

 Minutes for January 12, 2016 Regular Meeting. 
 Bills and Warrants for January, 2016 
 CatapultEMS Brochure 
 Interquest Detection Canines Agreement 
 2016 Summer School Packet and Proposed Budget 
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 Gas Line Extension Project – Bid Results 
 Gas Line Extension Project – Agreement Between Owner and 

Contractor 
 BP6142.1(a) – Sexual Health and HIV/AIDS Prevention Instruction 
 2016 CSBA Delegate Assembly Election Information 
 G.O. Bond Update 
 Beale-Con Flyer 
 Superintendent’s Report 
 Assignment read by Mrs. Paula Lamb 
 Print out distributed by Mrs. Althea Howes 
 Thomas Keller print out distributed by Kuulei Moreno 

 
 
20. ADJOURNMENT 
 It was MSUC (Webb/Lopez) to adjourn the meeting. 
 
 RESOLUTION NO. 15.57 
 The meeting adjourned at 8:28 p.m. 
 

Roll call vote: All Yeas 
 

 
 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
 
 
             
Vic Ramos, Ed.D.     Tony Lopez 
Superintendent     Clerk 
 
 
             
Date       Date 
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