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publisher provides for $55. Note: Elementary
yearbooks are ordered through Timeless Image with
school picture orders and will be delivered at the end of
the school year. After the first semester, students who
did not order an Elementary yearbook on Picture Day
will have another opportunity to place an order.

Wednesday, October 6 – Fall Student Count Day
Mid-October –Parent-Teacher Conferences: Watch for
Information Coming Soon!

Our character is showing!
Michelle Floering, Secondary principal,
received a lovely email this week from
Mason Thomas, a new GTA Upper
Elementary teacher:

Mustang roundup
Junior high Buckley Invitational. Cheers to our boys’
and girls’ teams for their 3rd place
overall finishes!
The top five places on the team for
the girls were Addison Patrzik 1st
(13:32.82), Kylie Vermilyea 13th
(15:43.94), Madison Smith 19th
(16:18.16), Lily Wilcoxen 22nd
(16:54.55) and Stella York 29th (17:31.49). The top five
on the team for the boys were Jackson Alejandro 7th
(13:40.70), 13th place (14:11.54), Dan Collins 17th
(14:23.31), Gabe Link 21st (14:31.98) and Nate Dix 31st
(15:23.42).

“I took my kids out in front of the Secondary wing from
about 12:35 to 12:50 today for our Family Time block. My
band students wanted to show the class how they played
their instruments. During that time there was a group of
Secondary students who were coming in from an outside
activity. On their way in, they stopped to listen to my
students play a few notes and then they all applauded.
And it wasn't just a couple of band students in a
greater group of kids; the whole group of more than 20
Secondary students applauded and smiled and gave a few
supporting whoops. I thought it was absolutely awesome
that the older kids took the time to listen and support my
students. It's one thing to hear about how awesome GTA
students are and their character education, but it is a very
different and enjoyable experience when witnessed
firsthand!”

High school Buckley Invitational. The following
Mustangs earned medals. Boys: Chase Snell 8th
(18:58.72), Austin Rubin 20th (20:20.04), Ethan Larsen
25th (21:02.03), Hunter Laven 30th (21:47.87). Girls:
Petra Foote 5th (22:19.50), Paige Bell 19th (25:00.31).

A big “thank you” to these GTA sophomores, whose
small and spontaneous gesture made a big impression
on these 5th & 6th graders and their teacher.

Junior high Evart Invitational. Congratulations to the
girls for their first place win and the boys for taking
third place. The top five places on the team for the girls
were Addison Patrzik 2nd (14:12.15), Shenoah Collier 6th
(15:00.21), Kylie Vermilyea 30th (16:11.84), Madison
Smith 33rd (16:30.64) and Stella York 62nd (17:51.80).
The top five on the team for the boys were Jackson
Alejandro 17th (14:05.75), Gabe Link 33rd (14:46.99),
Nate Dix 34th (15:04.29), Isaac Whipple 36th (15:12.06)
and Tobin Allen 39th (15:19.96).

Yearbook class taking orders now
Now is a great time to order a full-color, hardcover
yearbook for your 7th-12th grader, when prices are at
their lowest! Simply go to yearbookordercenter.com or
find it on the GTA website under the Students tab. Our
school order number is 12952 or you may search by
school name at the bottom of the “Start a New Order”
box. Yearbooks may be ordered through April 16 but
prices increase the longer you wait: They are $45 now
and will cost $50 starting November 23. After April 16,
students may reserve one of the extra copies the

High school Evart Invitational. The following Mustangs
placed in the top 30. Boys: Chase Snell 12th (19:01.30),
Austin Rubin 28th (19:58.86). Girls: Petra Foote 4th
(22:29.37).
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Though they have been in contact with families that
have been affected by the current delays, they invite
anyone with questions or concerns to contact their
customer service staff at (800) 373-6248.

GTA Family Council news
Kick-off meeting a success. The GTA Family Council
held their 2021-22 school year kick-off
meeting last night and it was a huge
success! Thank you to all parents who
were able to attend. Family Council
has many fun things planned this year
and they'd love to have you involved,
too. Do you want to learn more about
GTA Family Council, what they do and how to get
involved? Contact GTA parent Kristin Boogaard at
(616) 328-4646 or kristinboogaard@gmail.com for
more information. Be sure to join their Facebook
group, GTA Family Council, to keep up to date with all
the amazing service opportunities and to stay
connected.

On a positive note, they have launched their “Back to
School Together” campaign: Enter to win a Jetson
hover board or scooter, French Toast and Adidas
clothing and more when you share why going back to
school this year means more. See the attached flyer for
details but be sure to enter by September 30.

Keep GTA healthy with screening
Screening for COVID-19 symptoms daily before
leaving for school is helpful in keeping our GTA
community healthy. The Grand Traverse County
Health Department screening protocol is attached
for your convenience.

Family Council fund raising opportunity. Car washes
make great gifts and are a convenient way to keep your
own ride clean and tidy. You can purchase a Mirror
Image (formerly Boon Street Auto Wash) single basic
wash for $7 with a book of five for $35. Full-service
interior/exterior car washes are available as well for $25
per wash or $125 for a book of five. All profits will
support GTA Family Council's efforts throughout the
school year. Follow this link to purchase GTA FC CAR
WASH or contact Kristin Boogaard at (616) 328-4646
or kristinboogaard@gmail.com.

Counseling corner
High school PSAT/SAT test retake opportunities
offered. GTA is offering a chance for students in grades
9-12 to take or retake their PSAT or SAT test next
month. This is a free, one-time opportunity. Parents
will be receiving an email with details and a link to the
registration form if your child is interested. Please
watch your email box and be sure to register by the
October 1 deadline.

Have a question?

College, university, armed services representatives to
visit GTA. Juniors and seniors are invited to take the
opportunity to meet with representatives from various
colleges, universities and the armed services right here
at school. This is a great way to learn about program
offerings and ask questions during the post-secondary
decision-making process. Sign-up sheets are located
outside the Secondary office. Upcoming dates are as
follows, with more to come!

No question is too silly or trivial to ask! Here’s where to
go for a fast answer to general questions about all
things GTA, like uniforms, school pictures, masks,
carpool procedures, school hours and more:

Elementary Office: (231) 995-0665
Secondary Office: (231) 932-6038
info@mygta.us

Monday, September 27 – University of Chicago
Tuesday, September 28 – Northwood University,
Northwestern Michigan College
Thursday, September 30 – Ferris State University
Thursday, October 14 – Aquinas College, Calvin
University
Friday, October 15 – Grand Valley State University
Monday, October 18 – Northwestern Michigan College
Thursday, October 21 – University of Michigan (virtual)
Thursday, October 28 – Alma College

For answers to more specific questions, please refer to
the list on our website. We want to be sure that you
know exactly where to go for accurate answers.

A message from French Toast Schoolbox
French Toast Schoolbox, one of our two approved
school uniform suppliers, sent us a note of apology for
the extended shipping times our families may be
experiencing. Like other businesses, they have been
affected by labor shortages and global shipping delays.
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been entrenched there ever since! My scales are
balanced.

Choice Theory: The Basics
Our Quality World and the Comparing Place
by Mindy VanHouzen

Upper Elementary students enjoy field trip

The first components of Choice Theory that we will take
a look at are the Quality World and
the Comparing Place. Your child has
probably brought home a picture of
their Quality World (QW) at some
point and, for the most part, it is
exactly what it sounds like. It is a
snapshot of all the things we value in
this world. Some things will be placed there and never
move, for instance your family members. Other things
will be placed in our QW and will later leave, like a
favorite book or a child’s blanket. We probably don’t
give much thought to how things get placed in our QW,
we just know that we value these things.

Despite the cool weather, brisk winds and heavy wave
action, Mr.
Alejandro’s
5th & 6th
graders
became
scientists for
the morning
when they
sailed on
West Bay
aboard the
schoolship Inland Seas this week. They learned about
the ecology of the Great Lakes and assisted instructors
with collection and analysis of water samples, learning
about local fish, plankton and the organisms that live on
the lake bottom.

The next component to explore is the Comparing Place.
This is where we take a look at what we have and
compare it to our QW picture. We think of it like a
scale. When our QW picture lines up with what we are
experiencing, we choose happiness. Our scales are
balanced. Let’s say that Sally really loves soccer and her
BFF, Kit. At recess, Sally and Kit play soccer together
and all is well. Sally’s scale is balanced. The next day at
recess, Sally wants to play soccer with Kit again, but Kit
wants to swing. Sally is now in the Comparing Place,
looking at how her QW is lining up with what is
happening. The two pictures do not match, her scales
do not balance, and Sally chooses to be upset.

Find us on Facebook
Grand Traverse Academy has both a public Facebook
page and a private Facebook group for
parents who are looking for schoolrelated carpool assistance or wish to buy
or sell gently used uniform pieces. Please
find and like our Grand Traverse Academy
public page at https://www.facebook.com/mygta.us/.
The private page can be found at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/930613170849541.
To join, click “Join Group” at the top of the page. Please
provide the names and grades of your GTA children for
identification purposes and review and agree to the
group rules for approval.

We all go through this process many times a day, but
rarely do we consider that we have the ability to choose
our reaction. If you ask Sally, she will say “It made me
mad that Kit wouldn’t play with me.” Choice Theory
teaches us that Sally chooses to be mad. When we
understand that we have control over how we react to
situations, we have the tools to make a better choice!

There’s an app for that!
If you haven’t already downloaded our app, get it free
at the Apple Store
(https://apple.co/3bCRz87) or on
Google Play
(https://bit.ly/3h9NlX0).

We have control over our reactions and we also have
control over our QW picture. Many years ago I worked
in the Elementary office. I very much enjoyed the sweet
little faces that came in every day. When we opened
the Secondary wing, I was told that I would be moving
down to work with the “big kids.” This was not good
news to me, because those little cherubs were firmly
placed in my QW and big kids were not! It was also not
a situation that I could change. Initially, I chose to be
upset. Then, I considered whether or not I had room in
my QW for big kids. I decided that I did, and they have

You’ll find easy access to staff
contact information, PowerSchool,
the event calendar and more – plus,
you’ll receive news and important
school notifications right at your
fingertips.
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College Night offered

Dad jokes from Don

Northwest Education Services (formerly TBAISD) and
Northwestern Michigan College invite high school
students to attend College Night on October 14, 2021
from 6:00-8:00 pm at the NMC Physical Education
Center. They’ll meet representatives from more than
40 colleges, universities and military branches; learn
about financial aid opportunities and scholarships; and
learn about dual enrollment at NMC. Note that masks
will be required of all students and distancing will be
monitored for the safety of all. Questions? Contact
North Ed (231) 922-6349 or NMC at (231) 995-2526.

I bought a sweater at the GAP
store the other day and it was
so full of static electricity that
I couldn’t wear it. I returned
it and they gave me a new
one – free of charge!

Easy ways to raise funds for GTA
Save your Oleson’s receipts, please! Do you shop at
Oleson’s Food Markets? Did
you know that your cash
register receipts are worth
money to our school? With
the Oleson’s Community
Share Program, you earn “Community Share Points”
each time you shop (with the exception of alcohol
purchases). One point equals one cent, so if you spend
$100 on groceries, you’ve earned $1 for GTA! These
points add up quickly and resulted in over $1,000 in
earnings last year, even though the school year was cut
short. It’s easy to participate – simply save your
receipts and place them in the collection box inside the
Elementary entrance (to the right of the office door).
Box Tops for Education. Box Tops for Education offers
a new way to support
our school with the
purchase of many
grocery items: The Box
Tops mobile app allows
you to scan store receipts, find participating products
and instantly add Box Tops to our earnings online. No
more clipping, taping onto collection sheets and
dropping them off at school! You may still find the
traditional Box Tops coupons on certain items, which
can still be brought in to either office, but be sure to
download the app now to take advantage of this easy
way to earn free money for GTA!
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Appendix B

COVID-19 Return to School Toolkit

August 5, 2020

Student Screening
Screen your child for the following symptoms daily before they leave for school. Follow the directions
below if your child displays symptoms or has been exposed.
Symptoms
☐ Temperature 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher
☐ Sore throat
☐ New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for students with chronic allergic/asthmatic
cough, a change in their cough from baseline)
☐ Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain
☐ New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever
Close Contact/Potential Exposure
In the past 14 days, has your child:
☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with a person with
confirmed COVID-19: OR
☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with person under
quarantine for possible exposure to COVID-19; OR
☐ Had a travel history
If the answer is YES to any of the symptom questions, keep your child(ren) home from school.
If the answer is YES to any symptoms question and YES to any close contact/potential exposure question,
call the school as soon as possible to let them know the reason your child(ren) won’t be there today. Call
your healthcare provider right away. If you don’t have one or cannot be seen, go to
www.mi.gov/coronavirustest or call 2-1-1 to find a location to have your child(ren) tested for COVID-19.
If the answer is YES to any of the symptom questions, but NO to any close contact/potential exposure
questions, your student may return based on the guidance for their symptoms (see “Managing
Communicable Diseases in Schools”):
•
•
•
•
•

Fever: at least 24 hours have passed with no fever, without the use of fever-reducing
medications
Sore throat: improvement (if strep throat: do not return until at least 2 doses of antibiotic have
been taken);
Cough/Shortness of breath: improvement
Diarrhea, vomiting, abdominal pain: no diarrhea or vomiting for 24 hours
Severe headache: improvement

DISCLAIMER: This screening tool is subject to change based on the latest information on COVID-19.
Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; Screening K-12 Students for Symptoms of COVID-19: Limitations and
Considerations

