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Message from the Superintendent

September 23, 2021

Dear Hueneme ESD Community,

Our Family Resource Guide was originally published in early August 2021.  This update is 
based on the most recent California Department of Public Health (CDPH) and Ventura County 
Department of Public Health (VCPH) Guidelines.    

Our goal continues to be to return our schools as close to pre-COVID normal as possible.   

A few highlights regarding this school year:

• Per CDPH guidelines, face coverings are required to be worn by ALL persons indoors when 
on a school campus.

• Students and staff will self screen for COVID-19 symptoms before coming to school. At this 
time, students are also screened for a fever at the beginning of the school day.

• We encourage all who can receive COVID-19 vaccinations to do so, but vaccines are not 
mandatory for eligible students. 

• Per the August 11, 2021 Public Health Order, school workers must either be fully 
vaccinated or undergo weekly COVID-19 screening tests.

• We will follow the safety and sanitation routines recommended by CDPH and VCPH.  
Classrooms will be provided hand sanitizer and personal protective equipment as well.

• Physical distancing will no longer be required; we do encourage staff and students to 
practice social distancing when possible.

• Visitors will be limited in schools.  In-person meetings may take place for special events 
and face coverings will be required if they are indoors.

• The Hueneme at Home Digital Learning Academy independent study program is available 
for students who do not wish to attend school in-person.  Per Assembly Bill (AB 130), the 
legislation removed the option for distance learning and designated independent study as 
the option for students who are not able to attend in-person.

Thank you for your ongoing patience as we continue to navigate the COVID -19 pandemic.  We 
are glad to be returning to full day learning and look forward to a fantastic year.

Sincerely,

Dr. Christine Walker
Superintendent
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Hueneme Schools will return to full time, in-person instruction 
for the 2021-22 school year.  We welcome students back to 
their campuses with enhanced programs and services to best 
meet the needs of all our students as they return.

Academic Supports & Opportunities
• Sixteen new full time acceleration teachers to support accelerating student 

learning
• Lower districtwide student to teacher ratio
• Fewer combination classes
• Districtwide math specialist
• Expanded after school program
• Technology access and one-to-one devices for students
• New history and social science materials (Grades TK-5)

Social and Emotional Supports and 
Opportunities
• School counselors at every school site
• Two new additional junior high counselors
• Three new elementary social and emotional support specialists
• Where Everyone Belongs (WEB) program at the junior highs to build 

connections with 6th grade students.

Welcome Back!
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Life on Campus

While being mindful of student 
safety, school will return to a 
mostly normal environment in 
the classrooms and with 
student activities and peer 
interactions.  

Length of Day
All students (except those in Independent Study) will return 
to a regular full day instructional schedule.

Recess/P.E./Nutrition
Students will participate in recess & P.E., including use of 
shared equipment, swings and other apparatus in 
accordance with the current public health guidelines. Mask 
wearing is optional when outdoors.

School Meals
We’re happy to announce that USDA has extended meals 
at no cost to all students for the 2021-22 school year. This 
is a wonderful opportunity for your student to discover 
something new and to let us do the cooking for you. 

Extracurricular Activities
Extracurricular activities are expected to return to a 
traditional format and schedule in accordance with the latest 
public health guidance.
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Hueneme Elementary School District will continue to maintain the 
highest standards to protect the health and well-being of our students 
and staff as they return to campuses.

Commitment to Safety

Public Health Guidance
HESD will continue to implement health and safety protocols based on the 
most recent COVID-19 guidelines provided by the California Department of 
Public Health (CDPH), Ventura County Public Health (VCPH), the California 
Department of Industrial Relations Division of Occupational Safety and 
Health (Cal/OSHA), and the California Department of Education (CDE).  The 
District depends upon these specialized agencies to provide current and 
effective guidelines for the safe operation of our schools during the 
pandemic.

Safety Protocols on All Campuses
Safety protocols will be consistently implemented on all of our school sites, 
including cleaning and disinfecting procedures, the use of personal 
protective equipment, handwashing and sanitizing, and response to illness 
policies.

Effective Air Filtration & Ventilation
All District HVAC systems are equipped to bring fresh air inside the 
classroom.  Air purifiers were installed in nearly all classrooms not receiving 
a new HVAC system.  HVAC systems are outfitted with the highest filter the 
systems allow.  These filters are checked and replaced on a regular basis.  
Windows and doors will remain open as practical to maximize fresh air entry.  

Hand Hygiene
Hand sanitizer stations and handwashing stations will continue to be in place 
on all school campuses.  Students will be encouraged to participate in 
healthy hand hygiene habits.  
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Face Masks
• Indoors: Masks are required for students & adults 

(regardless of vaccination status).
• Outdoors: Masks are optional.
• Buses: Masks are required for students & adults (regardless of vaccination status).

Physical Distancing
• In general, physical distancing is not required.
• Physical distance will be maximized as much as possible during group dining (especially 

indoors). As practical, additional spaces outside of the normal dining areas will be used for 
mealtime eating.

Screening & Symptom Checking
• Parents/Guardians are required to perform daily health checks at home before sending their 

students to school, including ensuring each child does not have a temperature over 99.5 or 
show any cold, cough or flu-like symptoms.    

• Staff are required to perform daily health checks at home before coming to work.
• Staying home when sick is essential for keeping COVID-19 and other infections out of schools 

and preventing the spread of illness to others.  

Visitors on Campus
• Visitors will continue to be limited in schools and only allowed on campus to conduct essential 

school related business (parent conferences, parent meetings, school site council meetings, 
etc.), in which case face coverings will be required unless outdoors.

• Visitors must comply with all rules related to self-screening and mask wearing if they are to 
enter school buildings. 

Sharing of Objects and Materials

• Given the very low risk of transmission from surfaces and shared objects, students will be able 
to share materials, supplies and related instructional equipment and devices.

• Disinfecting surfaces will occur in high traffic areas or under conditions where there may be a 
higher risk of transmission or infection.  

*This information is based on the current health and safety requirements from state and local public health. 
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The state legislature did not renew SB 98, which allowed districts to provide virtual learning 
like last year.  Instead they passed AB 130, which requires districts to offer independent study 
for students who select to remain virtual due to COVID-19 related health concerns.  

The Hueneme at Home Digital Learning Academy is available to all student in HESD as an 
alternative to the full-day traditional setting.  Students will be withdrawn from their home school 
and enrolled in Hueneme at Home.  If your child is a student with special needs who has an 
Individualized Education Plan (IEP), an IEP meeting shall be held to determine if FAPE (free 
and appropriate public education) can be provided as part of independent study.  To enroll in 
the Hueneme at Home Digital Learning Academy Independent Study program, please fill out 
the online interest form at:  https://forms.gle/XtrTwqCCznLAmP699
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Hueneme at Home Digital 
Learning Academy

An Independent Study Program

Grade TK/K 1-3 4-6 7-8

Setting Virtual/
At-Home

Virtual/
At-Home

Virtual/
At-Home

Virtual/
At-Home

Daily or 
Weekly Virtual 
Instruction 
(Synchronous)

90 minutes per 
day plus 
additional small 
group time as 
needed

120 minutes per 
day plus 
additional small 
group time as 
needed

120 minutes 
per day plus 
additional small 
group time as 
needed

Minimal virtual 
instruction –
once weekly

Daily or 
Weekly Check-
in or Meeting

One-on-one 
weekly 15-20 
minute meeting 
with teacher

One-on-one 
weekly 15-20 
minute meeting 
with teacher

One-on-one 
weekly 15-20 
minute meeting 
with teacher

Daily 5-10 
minute check-in 
meeting plus one 
weekly one-on-
one meeting

Independent 
Assignments
(asynchronous)

111 minutes per 
day

161 minutes per 
day

181 minutes 
per day

301 minutes per 
day

Total Daily 
Academic 
Assignments

201 minutes per 
day

281 minutes per 
day

301  minutes 
per day

301  minutes per 
day

https://forms.gle/XtrTwqCCznLAmP699


Return to Campus

Q: What will the in-person learning schedule be at HESD schools?
A: HESD will begin the 2021-2022 school year with a return to full-day, on-campus learning schedules 
for students of all grade levels. As we get closer to the beginning of the year, your school site will 
provide specific bell schedules.

Q: Does the District have plans to help students transition back to full-day, on- campus 
learning?
A: HESD recognizes the ongoing impact of the pandemic on our students. Our teachers, counselors 
and school leaders will implement a number of resources to assess and support the individual needs of 
students as we transition back to full, in-person instruction. Access to additional mental health supports 
and services is key.  Furthermore, to more fully support our students’ mental health and physical well-
being, students across all grade levels will have access to additional, trained mental health experts. 
Academically, teachers will collaboratively identify and implement instructional and social-emotional 
approaches to pro-actively support the transition of students back to full day, in-person learning. 

Q. What does this fall look like for my student if they have an IEP (Special Education  services) 
or a Section 504 Plan?
A: With the return to a traditional school day (full time in person and on campus learning), we  are 
looking forward to fully implementing your child’s last consented to IEP or Section 504 plan via in person 
during the traditional instructional day. For families of a child with an IEP who would like to remain with 
virtual learning due to health related concerns with in-person learning, you can request to enroll in the 
District’s independent study program, the Hueneme at Home Digital Learning Academy.  Upon receipt 
of your request, an IEP meeting will be scheduled for the IEP team to discuss whether or not 
Independent Study can meet your child’s Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) requirements. 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s school principal.

Learning Model Options

Q: Is there a virtual option for students who do not want to attend in-person instruction?
A: The state legislature did not renew SB 98, which allowed districts to provide virtual learning last year.  
Instead, they passed AB 130, which requires districts to offer independent study for students who select 
to remain virtual due to COVID-related health concerns.  Independent study can be offered through the 
Hueneme at Home Digital Learning Academy.  Students in grades TK-6 will receive daily live instruction 
from an HESD teacher, similar to the remote learning model in 2020-21.  Grades 7 and 8 will be a 
traditional independent study program.  Students will be assigned to one teacher who will give them 
assignments every week in each of their subjects.  Students in grades 7-8 will have a daily 5-10 minute 
check-in with their teacher, but only receive virtual instruction one time per week.  9
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Health and Safety

Q: Is my student required to wear a face mask or face covering at school?
A: Yes, per California Department of Public Health (CDPH) mandate, in school settings, face masks are 
required for students and adults when indoors, regardless of vaccination status. When outdoors, face 
masks are optional for everyone. The California Department of Public Health will continue assessing the 
plan and decide no later than November 1st whether to update the mask requirements.

Q: What  if my student forgets a face mask at home?
A: HESD schools will provide disposable face masks to students who forget to bring one of their own.

Q: What if my student is unable to wear a face mask?
A: Per CDPH  guidelines  (Exemptions to Mask Requirements), people who have medical conditions 
that don’t allow them to wear a mask are exempt, but they must wear a face shield with a drape on the 
bottom edge or another nonrestrictive alternative if their condition permits it.

Q: Is my student required to wear a face mask while riding the school bus?
A: Yes, on school buses, face masks are required for everyone.

Q: Are California school districts required to follow CDPH guidelines?
A: Yes, all California schools are required to follow the CDPH guidelines (COVID-19 Public Health 
Guidance for K-12 Schools in California, 2021-22 School Year).

Q: Will students be required to receive the COVID-19 vaccination if they are 12 or older?
A: No, vaccination requirements for school attendance are in accordance with the age/ grade and doses 
required by  the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) and California Health and Safety 
Codes. At this time, HESD has not been alerted to any new requirement put forth by  the state of 
California for students enrolled in TK-12 public schools to have a COVID-19 vaccination for the 2021-
2022 school year.

However, according to the  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “vaccination is currently the 
leading public health prevention strategy to end the COVID-19 pandemic.” Cost-free vaccination sites 
are available countywide, with more information available from the County of Ventura here.

Q: Will health screening and temperature checks be performed by HESD staff for students/staff 
prior to entering an HESD school campus?
A: Parents/guardians must perform daily temperature checks and health screenings at home prior to 
sending their children to school. To attend school, students must have a temperature below 99.5 and no 
other COVID-19 symptoms that cannot be attributed to a non-COVID-19 diagnosis. In addition to self 
screening at home, temperature checks are also being performed by HESD staff.
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https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/K-12-Guidance-2021-22-School-Year.aspx?_cldee=amZlbnN0ZXJ3YWxkQGVkc291cmNlLm9yZw%3d%3d&amp;recipientid=contact-8b8dc6e8b738e61180ef005056b02a09-8b142a7f03e747e09af5290c619521ea&amp;esid=f79c65e8-65e3-eb11-8145-005056b02a09
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/guidance-for-face-coverings.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/K-12-Guidance-2021-22-School-Year.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://www.venturacountyrecovers.org/vaccine-information/
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Q: What should I do if my child has COVID-19 symptoms?
A: Keep your child home from school.  Students and staff members with COVID-19 symptoms 
should not return for in-person instruction until they have met all three criteria:

1. They have a negative COVID-19 test or a health care provider has provided 
documentation that the symptoms are due to something else or at least 10 
days have passed since the onset of their symptoms.

2. At least 24 hours have passed since the resolution of a fever without the use 
of fever-reducing medications.

3. Other symptoms have improved.

Q: What happens if a student or staff member tests positive for COVID-19?
A: Individuals who test positive for COVID-19 must isolate at home for at least 10 days since 
their symptoms began and 24 hours after their fever goes away, per the Department of Public 
Health’s  July 2020 guidance on isolation and quarantine. If they test positive for COVID-19,  but 
don’t have symptoms, they can discontinue isolation 10 days after their test. Individuals do not 
need a negative test to come out of isolation.

Q: What  happens if a student begins to exhibit or experience COVID-19 symptoms while 
at school?
A: Students exhibiting COVID-19 like symptoms will be safely monitored away from other 
students until their parents/guardians pick them up.

Q: Will there be social distancing requirements?
A: No, specific social distancing requirements will not be required. Per  CDPH  guidance, 
“Recent evidence indicates that in-person instruction can occur safely without minimum physical 
distancing requirements when other mitigation strategies (e.g., masking) are implemented.” Our 
COVID-19 Safety Plan includes includes essential mitigation measures such as mask-wearing, 
hand hygiene, and regular cleaning.

Q: Will there be handwashing/hand sanitizer stations?
A: Yes,  hand sanitizer stations and handwashing stations will continue to be in place on all our 
campuses. Students will be encouraged to participate in healthy hand hygiene habits. 

Q: Will there be routine cleaning of classrooms?
A: Each classroom, restroom, lunch area and office will be cleaned each day.  High-touch areas 
(doorknobs, faucets, light switches) will be sanitized each day.  Disinfection of rooms or surfaces 
will take place in the event of a possible or confirmed exposure. 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Guidance-on-Isolation-and-Quarantine-for-COVID-19-Contact-Tracing.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/K-12-Guidance-2021-22-School-Year.aspx?_cldee=amZlbnN0ZXJ3YWxkQGVkc291cmNlLm9yZw%3d%3d&amp;recipientid=contact-8b8dc6e8b738e61180ef005056b02a09-8b142a7f03e747e09af5290c619521ea&amp;esid=f79c65e8-65e3-eb11-8145-005056b02a09
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Q: Will drinking fountains be operational?
A: Drinking fountains will be available.  Students are encouraged to bring personal, labeled water 
bottles to refill.  Drinking fountains will be cleaned daily.  

Q: Will there be testing and contract tracing?
A: Yes, in the event a student or staff member exhibits symptoms, there will be available testing 
(through the County of Ventura), communications to potential exposures and contact tracing.  
Quarantine and conditions for a student or staff member to return to campus will follow CDPH 
guidelines.

Meals for All Students

Q: Will school meals be served to all students?
A: Yes, we’re happy to announce that USDA has extended meals at no cost to all students for 
the 2021-22 school year. 

Q: If all students receive free meals, is it necessary to fill out a meal application or 
household income verification form?
A: While a meal application is not necessary in 2021-22, HESD respectfully requests assistance 
in maximizing state funding by completing the Household Income Data Collection survey that is 
inside the first day packet.  This survey is used to determine funding for your child’s school. The 
information provided by families remains confidential.   Without families completing this form, 
HESD will miss out on funding to provide additional supports for all students.  

Visiting Campus

Q: Will visitors be allowed on HESD school campuses?
A: In the 2021-2022 school year, visitors will continue to be limited in schools. Visitors will only be 
allowed on campus to conduct essential school related business, such as parent conferences, 
parent meetings, or other special events (orientations, back-to-school nights, etc.).

Q: If I need assistance from the school, what should I do?
A: Please call or send an email to the school office or principal in lieu of visiting the school for 
assistance.  If assistance cannot be provided via phone or email, then please contact the school 
site to schedule an appointment.

Q: What  protocols should I follow if I have an appointment on campus?
A: All visitors should self-monitor for COVID-19 symptoms and perform a temperature check at 
home. If symptomatic,  please do not enter school facilities. All visitors must wear a face mask 
upon entering a school building. All visitors are to check in at the front office for a visitor badge.


