
Friday Update 
September 24, 2021 
 
Health Update 
We had one (1) confirmed case of COVID-19 this week at Locust.  Per usual procedures, the IDPH guidelines were 
followed for quarantine and exclusions.  If your child is not feeling well, please error on the side of caution and 
keep your child home.  Please keep all students at home in the event someone in the household is being tested for 
COVID-19.  If you have any questions, please call our health offices:  Locust (815) 568-7632-Mrs. Weidner, 
Grant/MCMS (815) 568- 5720-Mrs. Turner.   
 
Hot Spots 
Through a grant that offers a reduced monthly rate with T-Mobile, we still have some Hot Spots available for 
families to check out to assist their students with their on-line assignments at no cost to families. These will be 
distributed on a first-come basis with priority given to our rural students.  If interested, please email JJ Redman:  
jredman@marengo165.org. 
 
cePTA Fundraiser 
A special thanks to all the families that supported the Fall Fundraiser.  Although we do not have final numbers, it 
looks like it was a huge success.  I am sure we will find out which administrators will be kissing farm animals and/or 
throwing candy from the roof.   
 
SHIELD Testing 
For clarification purposes, the only students being tested with SHIELD are students who have been enrolled. 
Parents/guardians had to complete an OPT-IN form. We test on Thursday I will be candid and share that there 
are still some glitches with SHIELD, but as this was only our second week, I am very pleased with how well it is 
working.  Overall, we believe that this will be a positive component to our overall mitigation strategies to keep 
kids safe.    For Parents/guardians who have chosen to include their child(ren) in this process, here is a quick recap: 

 Students are tested on a weekly basis.  Testing is quick, about 15 minutes.   
 Students must refrain from food and drink for sixty (60) minutes prior to testing.  ONLY students testing in 

7th and 8th grade should not eat before school.  7th and 8th grade is our first group to test.   
 If you signed up for SHIELD, but would not like your student to continue to participate, please contact 

Kathy Burns, kburns@marengo165.org and we will remove your child’s name from the roster.  We are not 
testing PRE-K students, so any parents who enrolled their PRE-K student, their names have already been 
removed from the roster.   

 If you would like to sign up for SHIELD, information to do this is on the district website under the COVID-19 
tab. Please note, it may take up to 7 business days for students to be processed on the SHIELD roster.    

 If you have issues with viewing your child (ren) test results please contact SHIELD HELP LINE directly at 217-
265-6059. 

 
Community News 
Some of you may recall “The All In to Win” Vaccination Campaign the state of Illinois launched in the spring.  
Vaccinated youth were entered into a $3 million scholarship pool: twenty $150k scholarship awards were 
endowed. The scholarships provided are a Bright Start 529 College Savings scholarship and may be used at any 
educational institution that participates in the US Department of Education’s Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) system. I am excited to share that one of our students, Leah Paulauski, 7th grade at MCMS, was 
selected as a WINNER! Congratulations to her and her family! 
 
Settler’s Days is returning October 8-10.  For a complete roster of events go to https://www.settlersdays.com/.  
The theme this year is very fitting, Happy-ier Days!  Please come out and support this wonderful community event!   
 
Enjoy the first weekend of fall! 
 
Dr. Lea Damisch 


