
 
Screen all staff for potential COVID-19 symptoms or exposure 

           
 
 

 
Sore throat   Headache     Fever (≥ 99.5°F)                     Difficulty breathing 

Congestion/ runny nose       Cough    Loss of taste/ smell 

Nausea/ vomiting/ diarrhea            

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Exposure to COVID-19 positive person 

FULLY VACCINATED * 

Staff members may remain 
at work if they were fully 
vaccinated before the close 
contact and who do not 
develop COVID-19 
symptoms.   
 
After close contact, fully 
vaccinated persons are 
recommended to be tested 3-
5 days after exposure and 
wear a mask in public indoor 
settings for 14 days.  
 
Note: Staff members who 
tested positive but never 
developed COVID-19 
symptoms shall not return to 
work until a minimum of 10 
days have passed since the 
date of test collection for 
their first positive COVID-
19 test.  

 
Staff members who had a close 
contact but never developed any 
COVID-19 symptoms may return 
to work when 10 days have passed 
since the last known close contact.  
 
To discontinue quarantine before 
14 days following last known 
exposure, asymptomatic close 
contacts should:  
 

• Continue daily self-
monitoring for 
symptoms through Day 
14 from last known 
exposure; AND 

• Follow all 
recommended non-
pharmaceutical 
interventions (e.g., 
wearing a mask when 
around others, hand 
washing, avoiding 
crowds, and staying at 
least 6 feet from others) 
through Day 14 from 
last known exposure.  

 
 
 

ATTEND SCHOOL 
(Per Cal/OSHA, CDPH) 

HAS SYMPTOMS 

NO 

CDPH Recommendations for staying 
home when sick and getting tested: 

NEW symptom/s commonly or 
frequently found with COVID-19 
(Regardless of vaccination status) 

STAY HOME 
(per CDPH) 

Staff members with new symptoms are not 
to return to work until:  

a. At least 24 hours have passed 
since resolution of fever without 
the use of fever reducing 
medication; and 

b. Other symptoms have improved; 
and 

c. They have a negative test for 
SARS-CoV-2, OR a healthcare 
provider has provided 
documentation of their 
underlying chronic condition, OR 
a healthcare provider has 
confirmed an alternative named 
diagnosis, OR at least 10 days 
have passed since symptom 
onset.  

 
Note: COVID-19 cases who returned to 
work and have remained free of COVID-19 
symptoms, for 90 days after the initial 
onset of COVID-19 symptoms or, for 
COVID-19 cases who never developed 
symptoms, for 90 days after the first 
positive test who are a close contact in the 
workplace are not required to test or 
quarantine per Cal/OSHA.  

YES 

NO YES 
STAY HOME (per 
Cal/OSHA, CDPH) 

Fatigue/ muscle 
or body aches 
 

Staff Health Decision Tree 

1 “Close contact” means being within six feet of a person who has a positive COVID-19 test for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or greater in any 
24-hour period within or overlapping with the “high-risk exposure period.”  “High-risk exposure period” means two days before symptoms develop 
until all of the following are true: it has been 10 days since symptoms first appeared; 24 hours have passed with no fever, without the use of fever-
reducing medications; and symptoms have improved or (asymptomatic) two days before the first positive test, until 10 days after the test. 
2 Unless a licensed health care professional determines the person's symptoms were caused by a known condition other than COVID-19 
3 “Fully vaccinated” means the employer has documented that the person received, at least 14 days prior, either the second dose in a two-dose 
COVID-19 vaccine series (Pfizer or Moderna) or a single-dose COVID-19 vaccine (Johnson & Johnson/Janssen). 

This care pathway was designed to assist school personnel and is not intended to replace the clinician’s judgment or establish a protocol for all 
patients with a particular condition. Diagnosis and treatment should be under the close supervision of a qualified health care provider. 

 

Symptoms commonly found with COVID-19 or other 
viral infections 

Symptoms frequently associated with 
COVID-19 

UNVACCINATED 
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