


















l(QI'i ' lilrk15 
"I like FCCLA because I 

get to help out m 
the community." 

Silmii~~ Gr~vcs 14 

"I like FFA because I get 
to be a role model to our 

younger members." 

T~ylor ~k.l~l3 
"I like FCCLA because 
it's fun and you get to 

go places." 

Be" L-eiker 12 

"I like FFA because I get to 
make th1ngs I can 

take home." 

J1e1p 
STUDENTS SERVE THEIR COMMUNITY 

While being a member 
of FFA or FCCLA, students 
are expected to help out in 
the community and set an 
example for others to follow. 
Many times throughout the 
year, both organizations do 
community service projects 
that the members take part in . 

"Adopt-a-Highway and 
Food Boxes are our primary 
community service projects 
throughout the year. We clean 
up two miles of highway and 

FIGHTING FOR LIFE AleXIS Mattheyer15 aVOidS being pulled 
into a cha1r by fellow FFA members Dani Hausler' 5 

and Scott Pfeifer,. at the FFA lock-m. The po1nt of the 
game was to try to get people out by pulling them 
and making them touch the chair in the middle. "It 
was really hard to stay away from the chair and not 
touch 1t because everyone wanted to go a d1fferent 
way. It was a blast though,"Mattheyer said Photo by 
Thatcher Brown 

delivered an extraordinary 
amount of food to commumty 
members," Beth Augustine13 

said. 
Not only does FFA do the 

cleanup, but they also do other 
events like teaming up with 
the KAY organization to do 
Trick or Treat So Others Can 
Eat and the annual community 
appreciation breakfast. 

"During the year we do 
several community activities 
from Up 'Till Dawn to Teacher 

Appreciation Day," Scott 
Pfeifer14 said . 

FCCLA also does events 
like bag sales to help out with 
fundraising for Big Brothers Big 
Sisters and also volunteering at 
the VFW. 

"It's a really good feeling 
knowing that you're helping 
out other people and the 
community while still having 
fun in FCCLA," Alexis Rose 13 

said . 



1. BonLES UP Heather Hollingshead '2 sorts bottles for a fundraising event 
where students could buy bottles for thetr crush. 
2. WAITING IN llNE FFA members, Beth Augustme '1 Rachel Keller14 Momca 
Towns" and Alexis Mattheyer'5 watt pattently at the FFA National 
Convention in Indianapolis for the first session to start. Seven members 
went along wtth Mr. Kohman for the trip. 
3. SHAKE AND BAKE Rachelle Wynn 13 works on mixmg dough for the cookie 
bake sale that takes place every year as a fundraiser. 
4. "EGG"cmD Aaour JuDGING Josh Townley" observes chickens in a cage 
at Hays High for a poultry contest. 
5. No "I" IN TEAM Terry Ables' 2

, Beth Augustine 13
, and Monica Towns14 

work together while bakmg cookies for the FCCLA Cookte Bake Sale. 

6. HAVING A CRUSH President of FCCLA, Nancy Dmges'2 works wtth Mrs. 
Nilhas to put ribbons on Crush bottles for a fundratser. 
7. SruDv HARD Rachel Keller" concentrates while taking a quiz during a 
three-part poultry competition at Hays High. 

SERVING, 

lEADING, 

DoiNG 
More Than Ju · 1 

1 How I Serve 
I was one of the 
stx that started Btg 
Brothers Btg Ststers 
tn the school 

2 How lleail 
As treasurer I 
monitor and record 
FCCLA's depostts 
and expenses 

3 What We Do. 
We go to 
meetmgs, go 
to contest, sell 
cooktes, and 
learn about the 
communtty, 
famthes. and 
leadershtp. 

1 How I Serve 
I helped wtth the 
food pantry and 
adopt-a-highway 

2 How I lead 
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I wtll be a officer 
next year and I will 
be helptng with all 
community events. 

8 ~ • 

3. What We Do .. 
We go to contests 
and do many 
community events 
throughout the year 

THE NEXT ToP CHEF Scott Pfeifer" serves up Mrs. Dawson with the 
help of Dant Hausler's at the annual FFA Appreciation Breakfast. 
The breakfast ts opened to all staff members and community 
members to give thanks for all the help they provide throughout 
the year. "It's a great event because the communtty gets somethmg 
back for all of the help they give us through the year," Hausler 

FtRE rr UP Dusty Btttel" assists Cadyn McCoy13 with turnmg on 
the grill for a lunch to celebrate the new officers coming m. 
Btttel's and McCoy's JOb was to cook hamburgers for all of the 
FCCLA members in the school. "We had some really delicious 
hamburgers for some really amazing FCCLA members, all made 
by the best cook 1n EHS, me," McCoy said Photo by Jenca Dmkel 

said. Most of the FFA members helped out with the event and 
had to be at the school by 6 a.m to start cooking. They made 
eggs, btscuits and gravy, and bacon . Photo by Thatcher Brown 
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"My favorite part of KAY 

Food Box Auction was 
eating the food throughout 

the rest of the week." 

.Jiircd Mk;k13 Mbrlil ~~1k12 
"My favorite part about 

being STUCO Vice­
President is putting 

together all the activities 

"My favorite part of Class 
Leadership was meeting 

Joe Coles and seeing and 
greeting new faces." 

"My favorite part about 
being STUCO Treasurer is 
it is very easy and fun ." 

ivc To L.cad 
for spirit week." 

STUDENTS SET ExAMPLES FoR OTHERS 
According to the dictionary, to 

lead means "to go before or with 
to show the way. "STU CO, CLASS 
Leadership, and KAYS are our 
organizations that have students 
leading students. 

STUCO holds the blood 
drive and makes decisions about 
Homecoming and other school 
issues. One of the major changes 
that was discussed this year was 
students getting to check their cell 
phones in-between classes. 

"I like the new cell phone policy 

HELPING HANDS Ash leigh Bunker12 and Breanna Kroeger' 2 

help the auctioneer find the students bidding for the 
KAY Food Box Auct1on as they raise their hands to bid 
on a box. For the second year in a row an auctioneer 
was hired to do the bidding. "I thought the food box 
auction went great! The students really got involved 
to support our club and I thmk they enjoyed having a 
real auctioneer there," Kroeger said. Kroeger sat beside 
the auctioneer writing down names of the people who 
purchased a box and what the final b1d was. Photo by 
Luke Lohmeyer 

because it gave us more freedom 
to use our cell phones at school," 
Justin Esner15 said. 

This is the second year for the 
CLASS Leadership program . The 
students meet three different 
times at different schools with 
presenter Joe Coles to go through 
activities to help them become 
better leaders. Students think it 
is a good way to find leadership 
skills and get to know students 
from other schools. 

"It's awesome because we get 

to figure out ways to help people 
in our school," Sidney Gottschalk14 

said. 
KAY is another organization 

that helps the community. They 
hold various drives to provide 
items to those who cannot afford 
to buy those items. 

"We put on the Halloween 
dance and collected home care 
items for people at the Good 
Samaritan Center. Overall it 
was a successful year," President 
Bernadette Frickey1 2 said. 



1. Drink a Dr Pepper every morntng 
2. Look on Nex-Tech Classtfieds for 
any good bargains or deals 

1. GtvtNG BACK Bailey Hensley13 and Alicia Kroeger13 wnte down bids and 
take money at the anual Food Box Auction during "At Rtsk" day. 

2. M AKE A DIFFERENCE Jordan Rohr11 watches as his arm gets wrapped after 
hts first time donatmg blood . 
3. LtSTEN AND lEARN Joe Coles demonstrates the proper way to give a 
handshake along with where a person's name tag should be dunng a 
CLASS Leadership training sesston . 
4 . KEEPING A TRADITION Mrs. Wood donates her 16111 pint of blood making it 
her second gallon . She has been donating for about 20 years . 

_,...."'""",_~ 5. SNEEK Pm Dylan Krause 12 , Riley Hunsicker12, and Harley Wnght13 take 
a look to see what was in the box that Krause bought at the KAY Food 
Box Auction. 

3. Try to Kohl 

Lyle Fischer" 

1. Brush my teeth 6. LENDING A HAND Bernadette Fnckey' 2 holds Lexi Fetk's' 3 hand as she 
donates blood for her first time. "It was very ntce of her to hold my hand 
so I could have someone to talk to while I donated," Fetk13 said . 

2. Laugh at Chnsten (Spmelli14) 

3. Eat . a lot of 

7. SrRATEGIZATtON Cole Pfeifer13 and Sam Polifka13 discuss a plan to get a 
food box that catches their eye 

IN AcrtoN Sentor Kyle Weber reads the dally afternoon announcements 
to the school Being STUCO president, Weber has to read the 
announcements in the morntng before classes start and also in the 
afternoon before classes are dismissed every day. To become STUCO 
president, Weber had to give a speech at the end of the school year 
last year in front of the student body during the class elections. "I like 
dotng the morning and afternoon announcements because everybody 
gets to hear my voice whether they want to or not," Weber said Photo 
by ler~ca Dmkel 

SENIOR oR TEACHER? STU CO representattve Mr Kohl JOinS the sen tor class 
float during the 2012 Homecoming Parade. This was hts way of bemg 
tnvolved in the parade tnstead of watching or walking. On the float 
this year was Jerica Dinkel, Shelby Hollern, Bernadette Fnckey, Nancy 
Dinges, and Heather Hollmgshead. Drivmg the float was Kyle Weber 
and Lyle Fischer. ''Having Mr. Kohl on the float was interesting because 
all he did was eat candy and wave at people, " Dinges' 2 satd . Seniors 
were allowed to use "smoke bombs" to make the tllusion that smoke 
was coming from the smoke stack. Photo by Luke Lohrmeyer 
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"My favorite part of 
Scholar's Bowl was 

competing against other 
teams and testing my 

knowledge ." 

~"' pg1'1fKQ 13 l(clly ~Qbb13 
"My favorite part of 
Scholar's Bowl was it 

was a different kind of 
competition then what I am 

used to." 

"My favonte part of 
Scholar's Bowl was getting 
to meet new people at the 

meets." 

"My favonte part of 
Scholar's Bowl was getting 
to expand my knowledge 

against other teams." 

STUDENTS DISPLAY BRAIN PovvER 
Dedication and smarts-these 

are two things necessary to 
rise above the rest. In National 
Honor Society, students are 
required to maintain an average 
GPA of 3.5, demonstrate 
leadership, and must display 
service and character to be 
eligible for NHS. To most 
students these requirements are 
too much, but for a certain few, 
they make the commitment 
to spend hours of their time 
doing community service and 

PooL THE M IND PoweR Kelly Robb13, Jordan Rohr13, and 
Robb1e King' have a very am mated and mtense discussion 
over a question during a Scholar's Bowl match. "During this 
time we were pondering the answer to the question and 
trying our best to determine the best poss1ble answer. Our 
record didn't show it, but we really did have brain power 
out there in the meets," said Rohr13 Photo by Ashle•gh Bunker 

maintaining good grades. 
"To get my required 40 hours 

of community service, I did a 
large variety of activities such 
as being a leader for Vacation 
Bible School and volunteering 
for the state wrestling web 
page," Shelby Hollern 12 said. 

In Scholar's Bowl, students 
show their brain power and 
smarts, answering questions 
and competing against teams 
from around the area. The 
questions come from many 

categories including Science, 
Social Studies, English, Math, 
and Current Events. Students 
rack their brains trying to defeat 
the other team. 

"Even though it is not an 
athletic sport there is still a lot 
of competition and hard work 
involved. Most kids don't really 
think of it as something 'cool' 
or anything like that, but we 
have to display our brain power 
to try and win matches," junior 
Robbie King said . 



1. FINGER ON THE TRIGGER Jacob Towns 12, Jordan Rohr1l, Robbie Kingn, 
and Kelly Robb wa1t for the moderator to fmish reading the question, 
their hands at the ready to buzz 1n and answer the quest1on. 

2. W RITE THIS DowN Jordan Rohr' writes his name on the score sheet 
after completing a match during Scholar's Bowl in Ellis. 
3. RoLL CALL Mr Sh1pley reads the name of National Honor Society 
mductees at the annual ceremony held in November 
4. PASSING THE LIGHT Jenny Hollern 12 and Shelby Hollern'2 light their 
candles dunng the NHS induct1on ceremony 
5. Ger FIRED UP Mr Shipley gives a pep talk to h1s Scholar"s Bowl 
team as Jordan Rohr '3

, Robbie King '3 , Jacob Towns 12
, and Dusty 

Bittel listen . 
6. KEEPING TABS Sam Pohfka writes down the score for the match . 
7. STRATEGIZATION Kelly Robb rests his head on the desk as Dusty B1ttel 
wa1ts for the next question . Robb had JUSt answered a question 
mcorrectly in a close match . 

" PuNcH" M E Beth Augustine13 is handed refreshments after the 
Nat1onal Honor Soc1ety induction ceremony. Every year after the 
ceremony, new and old members and their families get to enJOY 
cake and punch after the ceremony. "It feels good knowing that 
I am a part of something that can make a difference in our 
school," Augustine said . Photo by Jeflca Dmkel 

READ THE CREED During the annual National Honor Soc1ety mduction 
ceremony, Breanna Kroeger12, Shelby Hollern Jenny Hollern'1 , 

Mikayla Gottschalk , Kyle Weber 11
, Bailey Hensley13

, and Ashleigh 
Bunker , take part 1n reciting the NHS creed "I had to maintain a 
3 5 GPA and complete 40 hours of community serv1ce to get into 
NHS. Overall it's a great privilege to be involved in the group and 
organization," Hensley 13 said. Photo by Je,ca Dmkel 







1. THAT's NoT" WoRD! Lyle Fischer12 thmks deeply about his next move while 
Mrs Dawson tries to help him out "We were trying to beat Mrs. Dawson in 
Scrabble. I am excellent at Scrabble, probably the best on the face of the earth," 
sa1d Fischer. "The biggest word I ever spelled would probably have to be 
Honorificabllitudmitatibus, which means in the state of being honored." 
2. A REWIND IN TIME Brandon Keever1 takes notes for US History class. New for 
the JUnior class this year was taking quizzes over every section of the chapter. 
Mr. Kohl asks five questions from the chapter and the students answer them. 
They must get four of the questions right to pass. 
3. DuDE LooKs LIKE" lADY Sam Polifka13 tries to make h1s old-widow character 
more realistic by using a yard stick as a cane and a rag for a shawl. The junior 
class made their own scripts after reading The Crucible and acted out their 
scenes 
4. D1scuss10N TIME Josh Townley" and Tanner Keithley" discuss Ray Bradbury's 
The Pedestrian with their group in English II. They discuss questions they created 
to help them better understand the stories they're reading I'IIPI!II!PJI,j l--.. 
5. 2+2=W HAT?! Tanner Fischer13 finishes his test during h1s Algebra II class. The 
class was learning about radical notations and polynomials, something new to 
the class. 

THINKING TIME Autum Hellerud 15 and Hailey D1nkel'5 

complete an assignment over exponents. "I like math 
because it's challenging, but I don't like homework 
very much. I'm in Algebra I, and next year I'm hoping 
to take Geometry and Algebra II in the same year. It's 
really nice we get choices in what math classes we 
want to take. Although Mr. Hayes is a great teacher, 
I'm exCited to take other math classes with Mr. Mickl" 
Dinkel said . Photo by Bernadette Fflckey 



t..- e as a S~de,-,t 
English, math, history, and 

science. Ring a bell? They're all 
required classes for students. 
They may not be the classes 
students want to take, but 
they are doing more than just 
reading out of a book to help 
them learn. 

"I'm always trying to come 
up with fun, fresh ideas for 
students," said Mrs. Wood, 
English 1/11 teacher. "This year 
for a research project, I had the 
sophomores pick a person from 
the past and create an iPod for 
them by creating apps that the 

KEEPIN r IT fRESH 

person would have used." 
Although some classes 

may be able to keep things 
interesting with projects, other 
ones are fortunate enough to 
"sell themselves". 

"I really like the way Mr. 
Mick explains a new chapter 
we're getting into," said 
Breanna Kroeger12

. "He shows 
us examples of how it's done, 
then sort of tells us why it's 
done that way. Then we get 
to go to the board and do 
problems. It's so much simpler 
that way." 

Teachers have slightly 
different techniques to make 
learning easier. 

"I try to provide an 
environment that is "student­
centered" . I encourage the 
students to solve problems 
individually or 1n groups," sa1d 
Mr. Wildeman. "This strategy 
tends to make the content more 
meaningful to the student." 

Whether it's trying out new 
projects, or applying a group 
effort, teachers always think 
outside the box to help students 
get excited about learning. 

IT A LL CoMES FALUNG DowN Freshman Danielle Hausler 5 

drops a coffee filter m Physical Science class as part 
of a lab "We do lots of expenments in Physical 
Science," Hausler said "We had to see which would 
fall faster, a coffee filter or a book. Then we had to 
graph the speed of the coffee filter and the book." All 
freshmen are required to take Physical Science their 
first year. Photo by Ashle1gh Bunker 

THROUGH Mv EYEs Sophomore Regan Krause '• looks 
at planaria dunng Biology through the microscope. 
"We got to name ours! " Krause said "It's name was 
Squ1sh, but it died after we split it the next day • 
Along with Biology, sophomores are required to take 
World History and English , makmg it a challenging 
year Photo by Bernadette Fn<.key 
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"My favorite class is math. 
because I love Mr. Mick!" 

"My least favonte class is 
English because I don't like 

to read" 
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OUCH! 
Student lnJUrtes durtng class 

"I was injured by 
drilling a hole 
mto my proJect 
and it slipped 
and went into my 
hand. It didn't 
hurt too bad but 
it did bleed quite a 
bit." -Chris Lee13 

"I got injured while 
ng the table saw. 

The board flew up 
and hit my arm and 
I had a bru1se there 
for a week. I still 
have a scar from the 
incrdent." 

-Tyler Walters13 

Br~ Wert., 13 

''These cla~~es teach me how to 
Uild thmgs on my own mstead of 

t_iv~ a~ t-ear"~ 
PRACTICING LIFE LESSONS HANDS ON 

There are the everyday 
classes like Math, Science, 
History, and English, but then 
there are ones that teach you 
life lessons. 

In Mrs. Nilhas' FACS classes, 
students are taught things that 
others in the high school don't 
know how to do. 

"I think learning how to cook 
and sew in class is important 
because most people don't 
learn it from their parents," 
Abby Hafliger14 said . 

ON THE LINE Alexis Mattheyer" gets ready 
to sew by setting the string on her sewing 
mach1ne dunng her FACS class. "My 
favorite thing about sewing class is getting 
to make a quilt that I can take home," 

Mattheyer sa1d . Photo by Thatcher Brown 

SouARED UP Jacob Callier14 sands the 
base of h1s end table before he attaches 
it to the rest of his project in his 
Cabmetmaking and Furniture Design 
class "Woodshop can be hard at times, 
but I enjoy it because I get to build 
furniture that I can use at home," Callier 
Said . Photo by Thatcher Brown 

Mr. Kohman has agriculture 
classes that train students for 
jobs that they might get after 
their high school years. 

"A number of students 
decide to take what they learn 
in their agriculture classes 
and go on to earn a degree in 
Agribusiness," Kohman said . 

Woodworking classes are 
taught by Mr. Carroll. His 
classes consist of gluing, nailing, 
clamping, and cutting pieces 
of wood together and making 

them into rtems of the student's 
choice. 

In all three vocational areas, 
students learn tasks that may 
be helpful to them m life, 
whether it's a career or just 
chores around the house. 

"In these classes, students 
learn valuable skills that they 
can take with them that 
they will never forget," KC 
Windholz 14 said. 

buying them from a store." ~============================================================================= 

"These classes teach me about 
carpentry and electncrty which 

w11l help me later on m my 
career" 

16 
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1. PRECISION Tanner F1scheru works carefully on p1ecmg h1s lawn mower engine back 
together in Mr Kohman's Small Gas Engines class. 
2. SriTCHIN' TIME Attempting to get h1s sewing machme ready for class, Brandon Bolhg15 

works at gettmg the stnng set 1n the needle." l think that every man should know how 
to sew," Bollig sa1d 
3. HARD AT WoRK Ben Leiker12 heats up a b1ke frame so that he can attach 1t to a 
mower to create a riding lawn mower "If a mower engine ever breaks down, I'll know 
how to f1x 1t because of this class," Leiker said . 
4. BuRNING U P Dru Stropes'1 cuts a piece of metal for his grill in welding. "I decided 
to make a grill this year because I wanted to make something that most other people 
haven't made," Stropes said. 
5. Focus IN Nick Gehring" concentrates on cutting dovetail JOints for a drawer 
on h1s end table in Mr. Carroll's Cabinetmaking and Furniture Design class. "I like 
Cabinetmaking because I get to build thmgs that I can take home and enJOY at home. 
Also, Mr Carroll smgs a lot 1n there and h1s vo1ce 1s so mysterious and magical It 
soothes the soul of a thousand demons." Gehring said 

TEAMWORK Courtney Hollingsheadu and Dusty B1ttel 14 

prepare a salad together dunng a cooking sess1on 1n 

the1r FACS class. "I enJOY FACS because I get to learn 
how to cook and that is what I want to go mto in 
college. Cookmg is a pretty important thing 1n my 
life," Hollingshead said In FACS, students learn how 
to cook, sew, and all about nutnt1on to prepare them 
for life after high school. Photo by Jerrca Dmkel 



1. Bm IT Our Ciara Garnett''. Mara Geschwentner'4, and Alicia Kroeger'1 sing 
during the fall concert. "I enjoyed domg 1t my first year 1n h1gh school My favor­
ite part of being in the choir this year was being able to be a part of the Dessert 
Theater, Garnett said . 
2. DoN'T M ESS UP Freshmen Ashley Butler and Stephanie Greenway act out their 
duet dunng league forensics 1n Hill City. "For my first time bemg in forensics 1t 
was really fun . I learned a lot about acting and speaking, and I met a lot of 
1nterestmg people from different towns, " Butler said . 
3. A LL TuNED UP Freshmen Brianna LaBarge and Stephanie Greenway warm up 
the1r flutes before the concert. "Being able to JUSt play for fun and not really 
being forced into anything is my favorite part of band," Greenway said . 
4. CAREFUL HANDS Freshman Justin Esner works hard on one of the final art 
proJects he has to do before the end of the school year. "It's been a fun year 
being 1n art. I've been able to express myself more than saying things w1th my 
words. Sometimes people don't understand me, but maybe they'll understand a 
part of me from my art work, " Esner said 
5. LET Us H EAR You Sen1or Isaac Henman Jams out during one of the football 
games during the fall season . Henman 1s the only senior that has been involved 
with band for all four years 

FuN FINISHING Brady Jacques starts spray painting his 
collage of different thmgs put together during art 
class . During the first part of the year, Mr. White 
had a student teacher, Miss Rathert, who had new 
and cool 1deas for the kids to try "Miss Rathert IS 
a sculptor She works 1n 3D, whereas painting and 
drawing are my specialty. It was very exciting to be 
working with an art1st who approached things from 
a completely different pomt of view," Mr. Wh1te said . 
Photo by Jenca Dmkel 
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ARTISTS FOUND IN 

tres 
DIFFERENT AREAS 

Being an artist doesn't mean 
you have to be in an art class. 
There are many different classes, 
such as vocal, band, and also 
forens1cs that allow students to 
show their artistic side. All these 
different artists have different 
opinions on why they like the type 
of artist they would like to be. 

"I love bemg m art class 
because Mr White allows us to 
personalize our own proJects that 
he assigns. It g1ves us a chance 
to make something our own . It 
feels good expressing yourself in 
something other than words," 
Brandon Hall'1 said . 

This year the choir class held 
the annual Dessert Theater. They 
sang different songs from all of the 
different Disney movies. 

"Dinner Theater turned out 
really good We even made 
enough money to go on a trip! 
My favorite thing about it was 
probably when I dropped my ring 
and we all busted out laughmg 
because 1t bounced like 10 times," 
Alic1a Kroeger1 said 

Band had a new d1rector this 
year, Mr Shawn Sh1pley. 

"I have enJoyed teaching the 
band students new things and 
showed them how to branch 

out with themselves. Also, they 
learned how to put themselves 
into the music other than just 
playing some random song they 
can't put themselves into," Shipley 
said. 

The forensics team had three 
students compete at state. Sam 
Polifka 13 and Kelly Robb 1 placed 
11th out of 24 m duet acting. 

"Competing at the state 
competition was a really cool 
experience. I was a little nervous 
when we first started our duet act, 
but after Sam and I got mto 1t I 
was havmg a blast," Kelly Robb 13 

said. 

SooTHING SouNo Regan Krause14
, Ashley 

Lopez Mara Geschwentner", Alicia 
Kroeger", and Jacob Towns'2 sing during the 
MCL Music Festival held here at Ell1s High 
School. Krause sang a solo at MCL contest 
and recieved a 1 rating and advanced to state 
where she also recieved a 1 "It felt awesome 
getting a one on my solo' I never knew I was 
going to get that far in my singing. It took a 
lot of work but it definitely paid off," Krause 
said P"~t by A,hl• ,h 811Pio:er 

THROUGH M v EYEs Sophomore Dusty Bittel 
and Junior Sam Polifka act out the1r IDA 
during the league forensics tournament held 
at H1ll City. "IDA acting with Dusty gave me 
an opportunity to create my own story and 
1mprov1se the plot," Polifka sa1d . Photo by 
Ashle1gh Bunker 

I !>ave always 
wanted to play ti-e 
f ute s1nce I was 
a httle g1rl ard 
hav1ng my cou n 
play rt too made 
me want to be 
JUSt hke her Wher 
1 got the chance 
to actually try rt 
1 was so exc1ted 
and thought rt was 
pretty coo 
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I reeded to 
1mprove rry 
sk Is and also 
I reeded d 

f1ne arts class 
But •ter 
takmg art 
found out 
I was good 
at 1t 

"My favorite thmg about 

art is bemg able to express 
myself in my artwork." 

~Qc;~& WY"""'3 

"My favonte part about art IS 

that we get to pick whatever 
we want to draw and 1n 

whatever med1um we want." 



cameras, because 
it 's much more fun to get 

mov1ng action than just 
a still picture." 

-Brandon Keever13 

"Digital 
camera, because I am 

interested in taking pictures 
and you can tell more 

of a story." 
-Jerica Dinkel12 

l...~ c n, tbc Mcd~ 
STUDENTS U se A DVANCED SoFTVVARE 

When it comes to working 
with computers, most teenagers 
know the basics. However, 
the members of Journalism, 
Webpage, and Multimedia must 
learn more complex computer 
programs to deliver school and 
community news on a regular 
basis. 

In Journalism, students strive 
to produce a creative yearbook 
each year. They use lnDesign to 
create layouts that are uploaded 

to the publisher's website. 
"In Design is easier this year 

then it was last year. As time 
goes on , it gets easier," Senior 
Jerica Dinkel said . 

In Multimedia, students work 
with the TriCaster to produce 
the weekly USD 388 News. 
While the occasional mishap 
happened during shooting, the 
news usually went off without a 
hitch. 

"The hardest part of 

SEARCHING H IGH AND Low Blake Hudson13 browses 
around on his computer for a clip for his seg­
ment, "YouTube Clip of the Week" which airs 
every week on the USD 388 News. "I really 
enjoyed Multimedia. It's a fun class," Hudson 
Said . Photo by Ashle~gh Bunker 

BooK TALK Co-Editors Bernadette Frickey12 and 
Ashleigh Bunker12 discuss the layout of this 
year's yearbook. Editors decide how many 
pictures to put on the pages, how long the story 
is, and what color schemes and fonts to use 
throughout the book. "Being an editor can be 
stressful at times, but once you figure out the 
things you need to change it's a load of stress 
taken off your shoulders," Frickey said. Photo by Jtfl 

Wood 

Multimedia is staying on top of 
things," said Junior Jordan Rohr. 

The Webpage Development 
class, responsible for providing 
content and updating the school 
website, used Dreamweaver to 
create and edit pages. Students 
kept busy updating the website 
daily. 

"Webpage is easy because 
I've done it since my junior year 
now," Senior Shelby Hollern 
said . 

"The thing I most enjoy about 
====: I webpage is putting thmgs up 1========-========--=-=--=-=-=-.:=--=-----:----:-::==:.:.:..:.:.:___:_-.-__=.....=:=-=======================-== 

where the masses can see 
them. " 

"The thing I most enjoy about 
multimedia is running the 

TriCaster." 



1. PHOTOSHOP MAGIC Luke Lohrmeyer' works in Photoshop to edit a potential 
photo for the yearbook. 
2. W oRKING THE HouR AwAY Jenny Hollern12 prepares a v1deo on the computer 
for the weekly USD 388 newscast. 
3. lAuGHING IT UP Jerica Dinkel11 enjoys looking at another school's yearbook 
at the annual Jostens Fall Workshop. A tradition at the workshop IS to swap 
yearbooks w1th other schools 
4. LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION Breanna Kroeger12 reads over her script to prepare 
for the USD 388 newscast. Kroeger's role the past two years was news 
anchor "Betng one of the first anchors, I had to teach myself tips and tricks 
on what was easy to do. I've really enJoyed 1t and was glad I got to help 
teach the other anchors of our news segments what to do this year," Kroeger 
said 
5. HEAD BANGING Business Manager Robbie King'3 rests his head on the 
computer keyboard as he works on the ads pages of the yearbook and 
updates the business list. "Sometimes the billing gets so stressful, you JUSt 
have to rest it out." King said As business manager he was tn charge of 
collecting money from ad sales which is done to support and print the 
yearbook. 

TEAMWORK Sen1ors Ashle1gh Bunker and JJ Hernandez 
work together to man the TrtCaster dunng the live 
recording of the USD 388 News. The TrtCaster IS a 
computer used to record the live newscast and change 
the green screen mto a live studio "She [TrtCaster] 
was new and nothing like I have ever seen before Her 
technology and ways were way past my abilities . After 
the TrtCaster and I grew closer and formed a stron­
ger bond, I found out that after awhile she was JUSt 
another software that wowed me," Hernandez said . 
Photo by Luke Lohrmeyer 



Brandon Bollig 

OaraGamett 

Brlanna LaBarge 

• The importance of individuality. -John Ramirez 
your homework dor · · me -Josh Kreutzer 

• :heerleading rs A LOT harder than it looks ... so don't 
.udge - Sarah Henman 

• That bullying can have a pretty big effect on a kid's life. 
- Brandon Groff 

Nick Rose 

I ' 
Jared Pfeifer 
STUCO Rep. 

Carson Rupp 
Treasurer 

John Ramirez 
Presrdent 

Baylee Werth Nicholas Wynn 

STARTING A NEW Kori Clark, Brianna LaBarge, and Alexrs Mattheyer talk in the hallway 
before classes start on therr first day of high school. "I felt kind of like I was in kinder­
garten again . I was excited but also scared of how I was gorng to like it. So far so good," 
Mattheyer said 



1. DANCE IT Our Brianna LaBarge gets down on the dance floor at her first Homecommg dance. 
My first dance of my freshman year went pretty good' It was fun . My favonte part of the dance 

would probably be hangmg out with all my fnends and danCing to the cool music," LaBarge sa1d. 
2. CoNCENTRATION Brandon Bollig works hard on sewing the pieces of his quilt together during 
FACS class "I like FACS class because 1t's pretty easy and I don't have to take homework home," 
Bollig said. 
3. CHIT-CHAT Junior Bailey Hensley talks wtth Sarah Mick, Ciara Garnett. and Bay lee Werth at 
Cocoa and Cram dunng a Link Crew meeting before finals week. 
4. GET Excmo Sarah Henman JUmps up and down while playing the "Just Dance" game on Xbox 
Kinect at 5" Q uarteL 
5. STEAMY SITUATION John Ram1rez irons the seams of his quilt during FACS class. 
6. CoME AT ME BRO Brandon Groff winds up to chuck the ball during a game of dodgeball 
agamst the sophomores. 
7. FoLLOw THE LEADER Chns Brown1ng and Jared Pfetfer hold on tight to the person 1n front of 
them during the Link Crew activity on the first day of school 

~ Fresb Start tg t-~ e 
FRESHMEN ANXIOUS ro SuccEED 

Twenty-three new faces 
joined our school this year for 
the first time. Nerves were 
on edge as they entered the 
school on the first day. 

"Walking into the high 
school on my f irst day, I was 
really nervous, probably more 
nervous than I had ever been 
for a first day of school. I 
wasn 't really sure what to 
expect and I was hoping I 

could just be able to get to all 
my classes on time. It turned 
out to be pretty fun and it 
was great to be back with my 
friends," Ashley Butler said . 

The Link Crew team pairs 
upperclassmen with 
freshmen to help their 
transition into high school. 

They have regular meetings 
to talk about various topics. 
The group has had a positive 

impact on th is year's fresh­
man class. 

"I have learned a lot of 
different things during the 
Link Crew activities. The most 
helpful was the activity we 
had before finals . It helped 
me to have different 
studying methods. They are 
also nice, because you get to 
know more about different 
people," Baylee Werth said . 

( 23Fteshnen 
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1. BLAST ro THE PAsT The sophomores participate in a 1950s discussion 
panel for the1r English II class . 

2. STEADY, AIM, FIRE! Brady Jaques a1ms at the other team during laser tag 
at the after-prom party. Jaques was a prom server and got to participate 
m all of the prom activities. 
3. CAN 'r Srop THE PoP Joshua Townley puts on gloves before makmg 
popcorn wh1le working concessions dunng a basketball game 
4. DISHIN' IT Our Nick Gehring serves during the volleyball game against 
the teachers at Homecoming. The sophomores were the only class that 
beat the faculty th1s year. 
5. PRETIY LITTLE THINGS Christen Spmelli admires her class nng for the first 
time Spmell1 got her birthstone put in her ring. 
6. MATH W1z Jacob Call1er does his math homework during class. Some 
sophomores take both Geometry and Algebra II in one year 

n, tbe MWk 
ONE MORE STEP AHEAD 

Not quite at the bottom, but 
getting closer to the top. That's 
sophomore year. During their 
second year in high school, the 
class had to raise money for 
prom by working concession 
stands at all home events and 
taking four Kansas Assessment 
tests, all while keepmg up with 
their classes. A challenge this 
year was the increase in home­
work the teachers ass1gned for 

each class. 
"I don't like all the home­

work we get. It's way different 
from last year," Kaleigh Soneson 
said. 

Some sophomores look for­
ward to being an upperclassman 
because they get to go to prom, 
have more say in the organiza­
tions they are members of, and 
because they get to be a role 
model for other students, but 

some anticipate being juniors 
for different reasons. 

"''m looking forward to being 
an upperclassman because I'll 
be able to do better in sports," 
Skyler Tebo said. "I'll also be 
one year closer to graduatmg." 

They may be a small class, 
but they've done big thmgs 
already in their second year in 
high school. 
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Vice-President 
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Brittany Dinkel 
STUCO Rep. 

Abigail Hafliger 

Braden Parke 

Kathleen Windholz 

Seth Fuller 

Brady Jacques 

Kara Parson 

Christina Wright 

PowER PLAYER Regan Krause runs for a 
catch during powder-puff football at 
Homecom1ng " I wasn 't very good at 
throwing or catchmg. but I was really 
good at tackling! Even though we didn't 
win, it was a lot of fun " Krause sa1d . 

• by A<hle1gh Bunker 

5PARKLY THINGS Alysha Werth gets her 
new sophomore class ring put on . On 
one side of my nng, it has our tram 
symbol, " Werth said, "and on the other 
1t had the track and volleyball symbols. 
The stone IS purple for June, my birth­
date." Photo by Shea H;uper 

Nicholas Gehring 

Kourtney Kaley 
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1. SHow Me THE lEAD Blake Hudson helps his "little" be mterv1ewed by Ashleigh Bunker12 for the 
USD 388 News. Hudson IS a partiCipant in the new Bigs in Schools program. "I think the activities 
went really good M y favorite part is just being around my little," Hudson said . 
2. CATCH THE Swm Alexis Rose and Katelyn Herl throw candy during the Homecoming parade. "My 
favonte part about riding on the float was wavmg at people," Herl said . 
3. GET FocuseD First-year art student Austin McGann works on a self-portra1t in art. "My favorite 
th1ng about art is we get to pick what we want to draw," McGann sa1d 
4. Eves ON THE PRIZE Thatcher Brown shows off h1s JUggling skills dunng Journalism class. Later 
on. Mrs Wood JOined 1n to g1ve h1m a little competition. "I decided to learn how to juggle to set 
myself apart from everyone else," Brown said . 
5. WET PAINT Brandon Hall samples the paint he m1xed on an art proJect he was workmg on 1n Art 
II. All the art students created self-portra1ts at the same t1me. 
6. GLoves ON Austin Durant prepares to start welding by putting his safety equipment on. 

_,.....,~ · 7. LINE IT UP Courtney Hollingshead lines up her quilt to sew on another row. She made an 
"Around the World" quilt for her Advanced Q uilting class. 

t..- e ilS il Teil"' 
JuNIORs CooPERATE TO STAGE EvENTS 

How do you get a class of 
many different personalities, 
strengths, and interests 
to cooperate? Give them 
something to accomplish 
together. For the juniors, this 
was a year of big events. 

As is tradition , the Junior 
class puts on the school play. 
This year, 27 of the 41 students 
participated in it. 

"I think the play went 
great. The majority of the 

class tried out for a part in the 
play,"Jasmine Slaughter. 

After putting on the play, 
they had to focus on prom. 
Decorating for prom proved 
to be a challenge because 
most of the class was involved 
with softball , baseball , golf, 
and track activities that were 
scheduled for the evening 
before prom. For th1s reason, 
they got a full day to work on 
prom on Friday. 

"Decorating all day helped 
us to work together to get 
everything done instead of one 
or two people doing all the 
work," Luke Lohrmeyer said . 

They also held a couple of 
worknights the week of prom 
to begin putting decorations 
together. 

"I think the decorating 
went very well. I helped with 
everythmg but the food and 
after prom," Lexi Fe1k said . 



SHow YouR TRuE CoLORS The sen1or class 
poses m front of the school for a class 
picture on orange and black day during 
sp1rit week. Every year the senior class 
poses in front of the school on orange 
and black day before the homecoming 
activ1tles start. "I enjoy bemg with my 
class. Even though we have our ups and 
downs we are all friends in the end," 
Alan Percy said . Photo by 1111 Wood 
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1. CRAZY CooKIN ' Heather Hollingshead cuts up bacon with scissors during Advanced Foods class 
"Being able to cook new food that I haven't had before and learnmg new cooking skills has helped 
me learn more about thmgs m the kitchen," Hollingshead said . 
2. BuRNIN' UP Alan Percy paints the Ellis mascot onto the FHSU's metal melter. Students from FHSU 
came to help out the art students with a project. 
3. DoN'T FRET Ben Leiker rocks out on the guitar during a football game m the fall . "I enJoyed 1t 
because 1t was a good expenence playmg m front of a crowd," Leiker sa1d 
4. RocK N' Rou Josh Reilly and Isaac Henman play in their band on the track during a football game. 
5. STUFFIN ' STUDENTS Shelby Hollern and Nancy Dinges place scavenger hunt clues in the envelopes for 
FCC LA s Freshman Fun Night. 
6. ScoRE! Jared Herl JUmps up for the dunk during GPO class . "It's a pretty neat feeling to be able 
to dunk because it's mce to be to do something you see people on SportsCenter doing with ease . 
Nonetheless, it's fun and there s somewhat of a rush from it," Herl sa1d . 
7. Yeu LouD AND PRouD Jess1e Stanton cheers for the Railers dunng a basketball game in Stockton 
"I 'm gomg to m1ss Homecommg the most. Planning for all of the activities during Homecoming 
week is a lot of fun for the cheerleaders. and it's very exc1ting." Stanton said . 

0" tbe ~Qiid Tg 
UNITING To BECOME ONE 

Thirteen years of being in 
school , and now it has come 
to an end. All students dream 
of the day they graduate from 
high school, and now it's here 
and they are ready to go out 
into the real world . Although 
they all started in different 
schools, they've ended up here 
together. 

"Coming from St. Mary's 
school was a little scary at first, 
but once we got to know the 
other students from the other 
school, we all became friends 

and learned new things about 
each other. I've learned that our 
class has many personalities and 
that's the reason we get along 
so well ," Jerica Dinkel said . 

Every year, classes from St. 
Mary's and Washington Grade 
School combine to form a new 
class that starts junior high 
together. 

"I was excited to meet new 
people that were different 
from how we were. I was also 
excited to know we would have 
a bigger class. The first day of 

junior high I didn't know what 
to expect from the other stu­
dents," Austin Lopez said . 

Over the years, they lost a 
few students and gained new 
ones, leading to the class of 25 
students they are today. 

"It was weird coming to a 
smaller school with people I 
had never met before. It's been 
a great experience with all of 
them and I will hopefully stay 
fnends with everyone I have 
become close to," Meny 
Rodriguez said . 

29 . . .. 
r--~ 



30 

Ash leigh, 
You are my brilliant, 

beautiful, caring 
daughter and I love 
you very much! You 
have grown from a 

delicate, thoughtful, 
little girl to a confident 
and generous woman 
capable of greatness. 
Your creative talents 

and genuine 
willingness to give all 

of yourself to 
everything you do 

shines brightly. I am 
proud to be your 
mother and look 

forward to 
watching your future 

0 unfold for you. 
v Always yours, 

V\~( Momma 



, 
Nancy, 

Smile through the 
good and bad life 

sends your way. We 
are so very 

proud of you! 
Love, 

Mom and Dad 

Jerica, 
I have watched you 

go from a little girl to 
a young lady. Losing 
your dad was a big 
part of it, but you 
have done a lot for 

yourself. I know you 
will go a long way in 
life and be good at it. 
I'm very proud of you 
and wish everything 
for you that you're 
working for in life. 

Love, 
Mom, the late 

Mike Dinkel, Daniel, 
Sadi, Becca, Cody, 

Brittany, and Hailey 
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Lyle, 
How the time has 

flown by! Thank you 
for all the adventures 
we have shared. We 

are very proud of you. 
You have grown into 
a wonderful young 

man. Keep dreaming 
and telling your 

wonderful stories. 
We love you. Now is 
your time to spread 
your wings and take 

the next exciting step 
in this journey 

called life. 
Love, Mom, Dad, 

Amanda, and Sarah 

Bernadette, 
Who you are is God's 
gift to us. Who you 

become is your 
gift to God. 

We're very proud of 
youl Good luck in 

your future. 
Love, 

Dad, Mom, 
Allie, and Brady 



saac, 
"Fight the good fight, 

Believe in your mission, 
greet life with a cheer; 
There's big work to do, 
and that's why you are 

here. Carry onl 
Let the world be the 

better for you." 
"Too swift for those 

who fear, but for those 
who love· 

Time is • Eternity." 
Love, 

Mom, Dad, and Sarah 



watching you 
grow and 

become the young 
man you are now. We 
are very proud of you 

and hope 
all your dreams 

come true. 
Love, 

Mom, Dad, 
Katelyn, and Ryan 

JJ, 
Congratulations! 

We are so proud of 
everything you have 

accomplished. 
We wish you the 
best in the future. 

Thanks for 
all the memories. 

Love, 
Mom, Dad, 

Junior, Jasmyn, 
and Sierra 



Jenny, 
You have made us 
proud in so many 

ways. Stay focused, 
reach for the stars, 

and you'll find all your 
dreams can come true. 

Love, 
Dad, Mom, Kayla, 

and Shelby 

Shelby, 
You have given us so 
many reasons to be 

proud of you. Follow 
your dreams and enjoy 
every minute life has 

to offer. 
Love, 

Dad, Mom, Kayla, 
and Jenny 



iley Lane Hunsicker 

Heather, 
Best of luck in all 
your future goals! 
God be with you! 

Love ya lots, 
Mom & Sisters 

Riley, 
Where have the 
years gone? You 

have "grown" into 
a fantastic son, 

brother, and 
yes- athlete, 

that's given us 
many hours of 

enjoyment! You 
have many more 

things to 
accomplish but 

never forget we're 
always here and 

love you 
very much. 

GREAT JOB & 
GOOD LUCK! 

Love, 
Mom and Deana 



, 
Dylan, 

You have been a 
joy to have in our 
lives and we are 

excited to see you 
reach you dreams. 
Always remember 

to stay true to 
yourself. You're a 
great young man. 

We love you! 
Mom, Dad, 
and Regan 

Breanna, 
From New York to 

Ellis, like next door, 
we've lived with you 

every step of the way. 
We're proud of you 

and all your 
accomplishments. 

Love, 
Grandma & 

Grandpa Riegel, Mom, 
Dad, and Alicia 



Ben, 
We are going to 

miss you. The 
house will be 

lonely and quiet 
without you. 

Love, 
Mom and Dad 

Austin, 
Congratulations 

on your 
graduation. We 
are so proud of 

everything 
you have 

accomplished. 
May all 

your dreams 
come true. 

We love you! 
Mom, Dad, 

Jaylen, Jessica, 
and Ashley 
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Jessie girl, 
We are so blessed 

to have been able to 
watch you grow up 

and are very proud of 
the person you have 

become. We wish you 
much love, happiness, 

and success in all 
that you do! 

Love, 
Dad, Mom, and Logan 



Gage, 
Congratulations! 

Jacob, 
Be true to your faith. 

Be true to 
your family. 

Be true to yourself. 
In God we trust. 

Love, 
Dad, Grandma, Mom, 

and the kids 
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Kyle, 
We are so proud of 

you and your 
accomplishments. We 
wish you the absolute 

best in the future. 
All our love, 

Dad, Mom, Ryan, 
and Ali 

~~reb 6'1~"*=" Baseball Manager 9,10,11,12; Cheerleading 10,11,12; Jr. Class Play; FCCLA 10,11,12; FFA 9; 
Forensics 9,10,11,12; Forensics Team Captain 12; Forensics State Qualifier 12; Journalism 11,12; Yearbook Business 
Manager 11; Yearbook Editor 12; KSPA Regional Contest Advertising 11,12; KSPA Regional Contest Editing 12; 
KAYS 9,10,11,12; KAY Board Member 10; KAY Points Chairman 12; Multimedia 11,12; STUCO 11,12; Co-Founder 
of Big Brothers and Big Sisters 12; Honor Roll 9,10,11,12; Student Tutor 9,12; Ellis Site Council Award 11 

• Basketball 9,10,11; Choir 9,10; Jr. Class Play; FCCLA 10,11,12; FCCLA President 12; Golf 12 
..-- L<IHJ~1 Choir 9; FCCLA 9,10,11,12; Journalism 11,12; Yearbook Head Photographer 12; KAYS 10,11,12; LIN 
Crew 11 ,12; Volleyball Manager 9,10,11 ,12; Wrestling Manager 9,10,11 ,12; Co-Founder of Big Brothers and Big 
Sisters 12; Hays Arts Council 11 

Basketball 9; FFA 9,10,11,12; Forensics 9; Class President 9,12 
~-~ ~ Baseball Manager 9; Choir 9,10; Jr. Class Play; FCCLA 9,10,11; FCCLA STUCO Representative 

10; Forensics 9; Journalism 11,12; Yearbook Editor 12; KAYS 9,10,11,12; KAY Board Member 9; KAY Co-Points 10; 
KAY Vice-President 11; KAY President 12; Multimedia 11,12; Railairres 9,10; Volleyball Manager 9; Office Aide 12 
MlcilrY1a ~k Basketball 9,10,11,12; Basketball Honorable Mention; Choir 9; CLASS Leadership 11; Jr. Class 
Play; FCC LA 9,10,11 ,12; KAYS 9,10,11 ,12; KAY Board Member 9,11 ,12; LINK Crew 11 ,12; National Honor Society 
11,12; Softball 11,12; Track 9,10; Volleyball 9,10,11,12; 2nd Team All-League Volleyball; Spanish Club 9; KU Honor 
Scholar; STUCO 12; STUCO Vice-President 12 

Jsaia'i frtc,,.., Band 9,10,11,12; State Band 10; Cross Country 9; FCCLA 10; FFA 9,10,11,12; 
Football 10; Golf 9,10,11,12 

~teFitdaay Hcr1 Basketball 9,10,11; CLASS Leadership 11; FFA 9; Football 9,10,11,12; Football 1st 
-----~~----) team All-League TE 9; All-State Honorable Mention TE 9; 2nd team All-League LB 9,10,11; All-



State Honorable Mention TE 12; KAYS 10,11; LINK Crew 11,12; Scholar's Bowl12; STUCO 10,11; Track 12; Honor 
Roll 9,10,11,12 
.Jgs~ ft:~~z Baseball 9,10,11,12; Basketball9,10; Jr. Class Play; FCCLA 9,10,11; FFA 9,12; Football 
9,10; KAYS 9,10,11,12; LINK Crew 11; Multimedia 11,12; Web Team 11,12; Wrestling 11,12 
.Jc""Y ~tlern Band 9; Basketball 9; Cheerleading 10,11,12; Choir 9; CLASS Leadership 11; Jr. Class Play; FCCLA 
9,10,11 ,12; FCC LA Vice-President 11 ,12; KAYS 9,10,11 ,12; KAY Board Member 12; LINK Crew 11; Multimedia 12; 
National Honor Society 11,12; STUCO 10; Track 9,10; Track Manager 11; Volleyball 9,10; Web Team 11,12; 
Spanish Club 9; Co-Founder of Big Brothers and Big Sisters 12; Honor Roll 9,10,11,12; Class Vice President 10; 
Class Treasurer 11 ,12; Site Council Award 11 ,12; Perfect Attendance 9,11 
~!by ft;ltlern Band 9; Basketball 9; Choir 9; CLASS Leadership 11; Jr. Class Play; FCCLA 9,10,11 ,12; FCCLA 
Treasurer 11 ,12; KAYS 9,10,11 ,12; KAY Board Member 11 ,12; LINK Crew 11; National Honor Society 11 ,12; 
National Honor Society President 12; Softball 9,10; STUCO 12; Volleyball 9,10; Web Team 11,12; Spanish Club 
9; Honor Roll 9,10,11,12;Co-Founder of Big Brothers and Big Sisters 12; Class Treasurer 9,10; Class Vice-President 
11,12; Site Council Service Award 11,12; Perfect Attendance 10,11; Kansas Honor Scholar 12 
~t,cr ft;l""'s~ Band 9; Jr. Class Play; FCCLA 12; Perfect Attendance 9,10,11,12; Spanish Club 10; Honor 
Roll 9,10,11 ,12; Co-Founder of Big Brothers and Big Sisters 12 
u~;~ ""~r Baseball 9; Jr. Class Play; FFA 9,10,11,12; Football 9,10,11,12; Football 2nd team Defensive Back 

MCL 11; Football All-Area Super 11 from Hays Daily News 12; 1st team Defensive Back and all-state recognition in 
the Topeka Capital-Journal and Wichita Eagle 12; Honorable Mention Quarterback in the Wichita Eagle 12; MCL 
1st team Quarterback 12; MCL 2nd team Defensive Back 12; Voted Football Team MVP and Offensive MVP 12; 
Forensics 9; KAYS 11,12; LINK Crew 11,12; STUCO 12; Track 11,12; Wrestling 9,10,11,12; State Champion Wrestler 
at 170 pounds 12; Snoball King 11,12 

1il" Kr~e CLASS Leadership 11; FFA 9,10,11,12; Football 9,10,11,12; Track 9,10,11,12; State Track qualifier 
and medalist; Homecoming King; Eco-Team 9; Honor Roll 11 ;12; Class President 11; Perfect Attendance 9; Foot­
ball Captain 12; 
Breit~~ Baseball Manager 9,10,11,12; Cheerleading 9,10,11,12; Cheerleading Captain 12; CLASS Leader­
ship 11; Jr. Class Play; FCCLA 9,10,11; KAYS 9,10,11,12; KAY Board Member 9,10,11; KAY Secretary 12; LINK Crew 
11; Multimedia 11,12; National Honor Society 11,12; Honor Roll 9,10,11,12; Spanish Club 9; Site Council Award 
12; Snoball Princess 9,10,11; Snoball Queen 12; All-American Cheerleader 12 
~ Basketball 9,10; FFA 9,10,11,12; Golf 9,10,11,12 

~~ FFA 9,12; Football 9,10,11,12; Golf 10,11,12; Track 9; Wrestling 9,10,11,12 
. ,...-~~ ~y Wrestling 10; Honor Roll 9,10,11,12 

~i11y Golf 9,10; Wrestling 9,10 
I M£11W ~u Baseball 9,10,11,12; Jr. Class Play; FFA 9; Football 9,10,11,12; Football Honorable Mention 

Kicker 9,11,12; Football Honorable Mention Kicker in State 12; KAYS 12; Multimedia 11,12; Perfect Attendance 
9,10,11,12; Honor Roll 9,10,11,12 
JessQ Stil~ Cheerleading 9,10,11,12; Cheerleading Co-Captain 12; Choir 9; FCCLA 9,10,11,12; FFA 9; KAYS 
9,10,11 ,12; KAY Treasurer 12; STU CO 9,10,12; Volleyball Manager 10; Homecoming Queen; Honor Roll 9,10,11 ,12 

l~ilee StJ'gg.~ No activities 
l llliiWg T'*"'S Basketball 9,10,11,12; Choir 12; Cross Country 10,11; FCCLA 9,10,11,12; FFA 9,10,11,12; Football 
9,10,12; Forensics 9,10,11,12; KAYS 9,10,11,12; Scholar's Bowl 9,10,11,12; Track 9,10,11,12 

y1c Weber Basketball 9,10,11,12; Choir 9,10; Railairres 9,10; Jr. Class Play; Cross Country 9,10,12; FFA 
9,10,11,12; Golf 10,11,12; National Honor Society 12; STUCO 9,12; STUCO President 12; Track 9; Honor Roll 
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1. LET's FtGURE THIS Our Mr. Amretn helps out JJ Hernandez 12 wtth the senior video during one of 
hts multimedta classes 
2. MAYBE I CAN HELP Mr. Dawson helps Alexts Rosen figure out a math problem. Thts is Dawson 's 
first year here as a paraprofessional. 
3. DoN'T M ESS UP Mr Wildeman gives Josh Townley more hydras for the biology 
experiment. "It's fun to watch my students do experiments and see what new things they're 
learnmg and are beginning to enjoy." Mr. Wildeman said 

. LISTEN UP Mr Carroll shows his class how to use a mortiser during his industrial technology 
class. "I want my students to develop a sense of pride in their work and also an understanding 
of how to work safely in a shop environment," Carroll said . 
5. BE PREPARED Mrs. Dawson helps the junior class practice for the ACT tests by gtvtng them 
practice tests. 
6. W HAT Now? Mrs. Faulkender askes the 7th grade reading class questions about what they're 
learnmg. "It's been a blast being able to teach again. It's been so long that things have changed 
and I've even had to learn some things all over again," Mrs. Faulkender said . 
7. Now HERE IT SAYS ... Mrs. Grogan explains to her World History class about the different battles 
dunng World War II 

l..ife n, tbe T eii<;J,er %oPJe 
TEACHERS HELP STUDENTS ACHIEVE THEIR GOALS 

School begins each year with 
faculty members who want to 
help kids further their educa­
tion . Th is year started w ith a 
few new and old faces. 

"I came in not knowing what 
to expect and, in some ways, I 
still don 't know what's coming 
next. I've really enjoyed getting 
to know both the students and 
the other faculty, though I've 
found other teachers and staff 
to be very helpful when I have 
a question or need to work 

together to get a student on 
the right track," choir director 
Kayla Metzger said. 

Some teachers started 
teaching classes they normally 
didn 't have to in past years. For 
instance, Mr. Mick's Algebra 
II classes were all full , so Mr. 
Hayes had the privilege to take 
on the class. Mr. Kohl switched 
from teachmg World History to 
the sophomores to go down 
to the grade school and teach 
the Slh grade American History 

class, therefore Mrs. Grogan 
was asked to teach the class 
since she had a BA in history. 

"Many moons ago I gradu­
ated w ith a BA m History. It 
feels wonderfu l to once again 
be teaching a subject that I love 
so much . It's been an honor to 
be teaching these sophomores 
and I hope that they're getting 
good things out of what I have 
been encouraging them to learn 
this year," Grogan said . --4'c=:;::::: r r 45 lty 

Bernidetl8 ~ l \. J ') 







HdiCoty 

Trego 

Korsley 

laCrosse 

Voctona 

Smoth Center 

Voctoroa 

TMP 

Trego 

Stockton 

P~olopsburg 

Osborne 

Western Plaons 

Northern Valley 

Plaonvolle 

Stockton 

Voctoroa 

Natoma 

Palco 

Osborne 

HoiiOty 

Plaonvolle 

laCrosse 

Central Plaons 

Plaonvolle 

Atwood 

Holl Coty 

L(12· 25) (16-25) 

W(25-22) (16-25) (25-16) 

W(25-21) (28·30) (25-22) 

l(23·..!5) (25-13) (23-25) 

l(15·25) (11·25) 

l(16-25) (11·25) 

l(21-25) (20-25) 

l(19-25) (11·25) 

W(25-16) (25-10) 

W(25-21) (25-21) 

l(14-25) (20-25) 

l(16-25) (23·25) 

W(25-14) (25·21) 

W(25-15) (25-21) 

W(23-25) (25-18) (25-15) 

W(17-25) (25-23) (25-20) 

l(21·25) (21-25) 

l(2'>-23) (18-25) (2~·25) 

W(10-25) (25-18) (25-21) 

l(17-25) (9·25) 

L(7-25) ( 14-25) 

W(25-22) (21·25) (25-21) 

W(25-15) (25-23) 

l(22·25) (14-25) 

l(25-14) (17·25) (21·25) 

W(15·25) (27·25) (25-17) 

L(12-25) (18-25) 
1. GoT IT Brittany Dmkel 14 talks 1t up on the court. "It's necessary so that the 
team knows where the ball is and who is getting the ball ," Dinkel said . 
2. THRow YouR HANDS UP Junior Ashley Lopez and Sophomore Kaleigh 
Soneson stare down the1r competition while wa1ting for the serve during a 
sub-state game in Ellis. 

2"d Team 
Mtkayla Gottschalk 

3. UNDER THE BALL Sidney Gottschalk14 goes for a ball during the Northern 
Valley game The ladies won the match 1n two games. 
4. BRING IT IN The team gathers in front of the net right before the first game 
of sub-state to get hyped up 

Honorable Mention 
Bailey Hensley 

5.MoviNG ON On Senior Day, the only senior volleyball player, Mikayla 
Gottschalk, was handed flowers by Senior cheerleader Ashleigh Bunker. 
6. SERvE's UP During the soap scrimmage Olivia Reiter'' serves the ball to the 
Junior Varsity team. This year there were 11 freshman out for the team. 

Tbe Game of 
NEW PLAYERS START NEW TRADITIONS 

It takes hard work, 
commitment, a strong work 
ethic, and heart to play 
volleyball. Players depend on 
each other during the game 
and season so they can be 
successful. 

"We work our tails off every 
day in practice. There's always 
new things to learn," Beth 
Augustine 13 said. 

Volleyball requires a lot, but 
the Lady Railers have it all . 

Graduating six seniors from 

last year, the Ellis volleyball 
team had much to overcome. 
They had new starters, new 
players moving up to varsity, 
and a new style of play. 

"At the beginning of the 
season it was a struggle having 
mostly all new players, but 
as the season progressed, we 
came together as a team," 
Mikayla Gottschalk12 said. 

Starting a new tradition is 
one of the ways they united. 
In October, the team got 

together to dye their socks 
pink at Ashley Lopez's house. 
They also had pink bows and 
shirts to support breast cancer 
awareness. 

"It was a really fun 
experience and good team 
bonding," Lopez said. 



Step~,ic Gree~ '5 

"I talked with the team, 
stretched, and just got 
myself ready every time 

before our games " 

~~ _As<;~,br~r 13 

"I always got ready by 
runnmg around the school , 

screaming and chanting 
with my teammates before 

we played." 

DELIVERY Bailey Hensley13 sets up the ball h1gh 
in the a1r dunng the last game of the season 
for the vars1ty team agamst Hill City in the 
sub-state sem1-finals . • My JOb as the setter 
th1s year was to be a positive leader and to 
deliver good sets for our h1tters to get a kill ," 
Hensley sa1d . Photo by Thatcher Brown 

limN HERE Coach Ellen Dreyer mstructs 
freshman Baylee Werth 's on the pos1tion she 
played during regionals at Ellis. After losing 
the1r f1rst game to Atwood, the ladies turned 
1t around , winning the next two games to 
wm the match They moved on to the seml­
fmals against Hill City, but the wm was short­
lived as the Rmgnecks beat the Lady Railers 
the next match. Photo by Jenca Dmkel 

s~~'~lk'" 
"To get ready I listened 

to music, stretched, then 
ran down the hall singing 

with the rest of the 
team." 

~~c~~1 3 
"Before every game I put 
the same blue Hello K1tty 

Silly Band on my right 
shoe, then I put a penny 

m my left shoe." 

HAND IN HAND Dunng the f1rst game of 
substate, Megan Honas13, Ashley Lopez '1, 

Baylee Werth 's. and Kaleigh Soneson'" 
react to Mikayla Gottschalk rolling her 
ankle. " I felt a huge concern for her 
and for the team. because it's M1kayla's 
senior year and she loves to play. I 
also felt concern for the team because 
M1kayla is a huge asset to the team and 
we really need her there," Lopez sa1d . 
After her mjury, the team came together 
and won the first game against Atwood . 
Then the team ran down to the nurse's 
office to go celebrate the wm w1th 
Gottschalk. "Although I was 1n pam, 1t 
was a great feeling to see my teammates 
come out with a win," Gottschalk said . 
Photo by Thatcher Brown 

418 
11iiidd& Brown 



A HELPING HAND AliCia Kroeger13 hands out water to 
Jared M1Ck 11, Dylan Krause 11, and Gage Younger13 dunng 
a t1me-out " It's tun bemg on the sidelines dunng the 
games. It's more Intense than sitting in the stands with 
everyone else, Kroeger sa1d Kroeger has been one of 
the team's managers for two years. Photo by Lui«! Lohrmeyer 

SMACK DowN Riley Hunsicker'~ clashes w1th h1s opponent 
to help the team get the ball closer to the end zone 
dunng the game against the Plainville Cardmals. The 
team will be losmg six sen1ors th1s year "The thing I will 
m1ss most about bemg on the team is gomg out to eat 
with them the day before a game and not being able to 
be on the field playing w1th them," Hunsicker said. Photo 
by Luke Lohrmeyer 

!)ylil" IV~~e 12 
"My favorite memory 

from football was 

dominating our 

district games." 

M oviNG UP Nick Gehnng'" blocks the 
opponent while Riley Hunsicker looks to 
see who he should pass to during the game 
ag1anst the Plainville Cardinals. Gehring 
was one of the players to move up and play 
varsity this year "It's a really great feeling 
being able to play both offense line and 
defense line. At first it was nerve-racking, 
but after about the third game everything 
started becommg natural and my nerves 
were gone," Gehring said. Photo by Robbte Kmg 

1..~" F'-~<;17$ 13 

"My favorite memory 

from football this year 

was barbeqUing the 

Buffalo during 

Homecom1ng week." 

~Pfd:er 1 4 

"My favorite memory 

from this football season 

was the intensity 

during practice ." 

t,fi l.,g!,~er' 5 

"My favorite memory of 

this football season 

was wmning the 

district championship " 

• 



~ 
Team 

Record . 5-5 
Score 

7-38 L 
6-42 L 

14-60 L 
6-34 L 

Norton 
Plamv1lle 
Sm1th Center 
Phillipsburg 
Atwood* 
Leoti* 
St. Franc1s* 
Oberlin* 
Oakley* 
Stanton Co.** 

40-19 w 
44-0 w 
42-8 w 
41-0 w 

1. Go FoR THE GoLD Blake Hudson1l runs to get to the end zone w1th Jordan Rohr 13 ready 
to block the Pla~nville opponent "As long as the crowd is cheering and into the game 
I'm usually excited. Hudson said 

2. AND THEY'Re OFF Meny Rodriguez 12 kicks an extra po1nt while quarterback Riley Hunsicker 
holds the ball steady "''m go~ng to miss the team overall because we had our ups and 
downs, but once we get pumped up we' re all a team," Rodriguez sa1d 

3. LET's Do THIS Brandon Groff'5, Austin Lopez12, Cadyn McCoyn, and Gage Younger ll 
put the1r hands up 1n a huddle before the game to get pumped up. 
4. VICTORY 1s OuRs The team celebrates the1r 6th district title after defeating Oakley, 27-19 
5. "We READY" Captains Riley Hunsicker12 , Dylan Krause12, and Jared Herl 12 come together 
before the Plamville game to w1sh the other team good luck. 

... <-:r••~" 6. LISTEN UP Coach Hayes and Cole Pfe1fer try to figure out what call had been made 

~~ 
dunng the game agamst the Plainville Cardinals. 

1)1 \ tnct• 

Re 

27-19 w 
34-35 L 

~~ 
1st Team 

R11ey Huns1Lke1 QB 
Austin Lopez WR 

2nd Team 
Jared Herl TE 

Nick Gehnng T 
R1ley HunSICker DB 
Blake Hudson DB 

Jared Herl LB 
Cadyn McCoy LB 
N1ck Gehnng DL 

Honorable Mention 
B11 e Hud• on WR 

~ 
1st Team 

R1 ey HunsiCker DB 

Honorable Mention 
Jared Herl WR & LB 
Meny Rodnguez K 
Austin lopez WR 

R ey Huns Kel QB 

~~ 
Ja·ed H 

TEAM KEEPS WINNING TRADITION ALIVE 

Teamwork. 
A bond that is pulled 

together by determination 
and dedication. The football 
team started off with an 
inexperienced team, but by the 
end of the season were able to 
unite to play as a team. 

''I'm proud of the team and 
how they overcame advers1ty 
early in the season to become 
district champions," 5th-year 
head coach Butch Hayes said. 

They won against each of 
the five district teams, scoring 
over 40 pomts in each game 
and advancing to the regional 
game for the second year in a 
row. The1r season ended with 
a close 34-35 loss to Stanton 
County. 

"It was courageous how 
our players fought through the 
adversity of injuries to finish the 
season. I'm very proud of our 
players," Coach Amrein sa1d . 

After starting off the season 
losing the first four games, 
winning the district seemed 
unlikely. 

"The team got considerably 
better each week and surpnsed 
a lot of people at the end of 
the year," Jared Herl 12 said. 

The Railers ended their 
season 5-5 with seven different 
players receiving both league 
and state honors. 



~ 
Date Location 

Sept. 1 Norton 

Sept. 8 Qumter 

Sept. 15 Trego 

Sept. 22 Hill City 

Sept. 29 Ness City 

Oct. 6 Phillipsburg 

Oct. 13 Wheatland 

Best Times 

Kyle Weber- 21 :44 

Phillipsburg 

Ness City 

Thatcher Brown - 20:13 

@Quinter 
1. PuwNG AHEAD Kyle Weber12 starts the race at Ness City in the front of the pack. Weber 

had h1s best time of the season dunng th1s meet. 
2. READY, SET, Go Dusty B1ttel and Allen Augustineu focus on the run ahead of them 
The runners walk the course before each meet so they know what to expect. 

Dusty Bittel - 22:08 

@Wheatland 

3. SENIOR LEADER Kyle Weber12 adv1ses Thatcher Brown13 about the course layout before 

gettmg ready to run an unfamiliar course 
4. READY ro RuN Thatcher Brown '3 stretches out before the Trego meet. "I stretch so I 
won't pull any muscles and can run faster," Brown said. 

Allen Augustine- 33:08 

Trego 

5. HELPING HAND Manager Chnstina Wright 14 watches the runners come up to the finish line 
"My JOb was to refill water bottles and g1ve them water as they were running," Wright said 
6. KEEP oN GoiNG Allen Augustine 13 paces himself at the Trego County meet. " I actually 
ran a lot faster than I thought I was going to," Augustine said . 

ive for tbe C:ba11e~ 
RuNNERS PusH THEMSELVES DAILY 

Four. 
It's the number of quarters in 

a year, fingers on a hand, and 
the number of cross country 
members th1s year. They were an 
evenly balanced team with two 
returning runners and two new 
members. Kyle Weber12 returned 
for his third and final year. 

"It was different because I 
was the person being looked up 
to instead of looking up to other 
teammates,"Weber said. 

Having so few members, it was 
difficult for the runners to have 
the competition they needed to 
improve their times. Coach Wolf 
pushed for better times and 
varsity medals. 

"The biggest challenge is 
for the runners to believe in 
themselves that they could run 
faster times and compete at the 
varsity levei,"Coach Wolf said. 

Coach Wolf had the boys 
run around the track for speed 

and down to Love's Travel Shop 
for distance. They got prepared 
by stretching their muscles and 
pumping each other up. Thatcher 
Brown 13 plugged in his iPod and 
sang to "I Can't Stand It" by Never 
Shot Never. 

"I would get motivated when 
Thatcher would sing before 
the meets while we were all 
stretching," Allen Augustine 14 

said. 



.A~.A'-~~~ 14 
"The best part of the 

season was the meet at 
Hill City, except for the 

giant gorge that we had to 
run through." 

l(yle Weber 12 

"The best part of the 
season was watching me 

and my teammates receive 
medals at the vanous 

meets" 

(ROSSING THE LINE Thatcher Brown '3 takes the last step 
during the race at the Trego County Golf Course. 
Th1s IS Brown's f1rst year on the team. "I wanted 
to get mto shape for basketball and I wanted to be 
more involved with the school." Brown said His goal 
was to place in a varsity meet. wh1ch he received 
at the very last meet of the season "I d1d better 
than I thought I would . but I thmk that everyone 
improved th1s year," Brown said . PhotobyLukeLohrmeyer 

lARGE STEPS foRWARD Dusty B1ttel 14 pushes himself 
dunng the Trego meet Bittel was a returnmg runner 
this year, completmg h1s second year on the team. 
"The hardest part of the season for me was trying 
to keep a steady pace wh1le runmng," Bittel said 
Bittel was able to fm1sh the season w1th two new 
personal records . " I never focused on the people m 
front or behind me. l just tned to focus on fimshmg." 
B1ttel sa1d Photo by Lake Lohrmeyer 

T})Qt<;t,e;r ~ 13 

"The best part of the 
season was getting 15th 
place at Wheatland Also 

that we got pops1cles 
every day after practice." 

!>'-lstr a itte 11 4 

"The best part of the 
season was the meet at 

Wheatland because we all 
placed pretty well and did 

better on our times." 

THE NicE Guv Dusty B1tte1 •• shakes hands w1th an opponent 
at the Phillipsburg MCL meet. After the race, the runners 
would have to line up to find out the medal placers. The 
placers would step forward for their medals and to get 
the1r pictures taken . Dusty would often go down the 
line and shake the hands of all the runners 1n his race 
" I would shake their hands as a congratulations and to 
tell them good Job." Bittel said . "We didn't have to, but 
I just thought it would be nice." There have been very 
few cross country runners in the past several years. and 
Bittel plans on being a part of the team in the years to 
come. Photo by Tha tcher Brown 



Fm THE PAIN Riley Hunsicker11 works h1s competitor 
on the second day of the Bob Kuhn Pra1ne Class1c 
tournament Huns1cker, Austin Lopez 11, and Gage 
Younger' 3 all came home with 3rd place medals. "My 
favorite part about Bob Kuhn (Praine Classte]was 
probably getting to wrestle tn a b1gger tournament 
and watchtng the finals under the spotlight," Hunsicker 
said Photo by Thatcher Brown 

WoRK IT Austtn Lopez 11 focuses on rolling his 
opponent's hands tn hoptng for a move to open up 
at the Bob Kuhn Pra1rie Classic. Th1s was Lopez's 
f1rst week back after be1ng out for two weeks due 
to sickness and inJuries. "After betng out I felt a little 
rusty, but I felt like I worked that out pretty fast." 
Lopez said . Photo by Thatcher Brown 

pcd J')feifer t 5 

"My favorite memory from 
wrestltng season was winning 
Ellsworth Tournament because 

tt was the first of my htgh 
school career." 

L,Q~ y"'~rt4 
"My favorite memory from 
wrestling season was road 
trips wtth Pfeif because we 

talked about anything 
and everything." 

THE lAsT " WoN" Riley Huns1cker11 holds up the number 
one on h1s fingers after winning his final match at 
the state tournament making him the state champ1on 
wrestler in the 170 pound we1ght class. The week 
of reg1onals , he moved up a weight class, so he was 
wrestling kids he hadn't seen before. "I felt good 
about my bracket. I didn't know anyone, but I was 
confident in myself and knew I could do 1t, " Huns1cker 
sa1d He was 1n this same position his freshman year 
but ended up coming home with second place . "It was 
an awesome feeling. I couldn't stop thinking about 
how all the runnmg and camps over the years paid 
off," Hunsicker sa1d . Photo by Luke Lohrmeyer 

Giil~ Y"'~r t3 
"My favonte memory from 

wrestling season was coming 
from behind in my semi-finals 
match at Regtonals and wtn-

ning tn overtime." 

.J . .J. fi:~,dezt2 
"My favorite memory from 

wrestling season was getting 
the experience of wrestling 
guys twenty pounds heavier 

than me." 



Wrestlers Weight Record 

R1ley Huns1cker' 

Austtn Lopez '2 

J J Hernandez 2 

Gage Younger 

Skyler Tebo • 

Landon Younger14 

Jared Pfeifer 's 

Allen Augustmeu 

Riley Huns1cker 2 

Gage Younger 3 

1. CHINS DowN Landon Younger14 uses his chin to help h1m rece1ve back pomts in the 
dual w1th Atwood 

2. S1T OuT AND SauEEZE Skyler Tebo14 has his compet1tor locked and waiting for the pin 
1n the dual w1th Atwood 

3. THIS Is FoR You J.J . Hernandez '2 hands h1s mom a flower during the sen1or night 
ceremony at the dual with TMP. 
4. SwncH LEVELS Allen Augustine14 lowers h1s stance to change it up a little bit for 
competition "Making weight wasn't hard for me because I wrestled up a weight 
class," Augustine said . 
5. FIGHT FoR THE PIN Jared Pfe1fer•s works on breaking down his opponent for an option 
to score or ptn h1m dunng the dual at Atwood . 
6. WoRK UP Gage Younger 13 finds his way from the bottom to get a reversal for two 
pomts during the Bob Kuhn Prairie Classic. "I thought I wrestled good the second day so 
I was happy that I was able to recover from losing my sem1-finals match," Younger said. 

t_iv~ Fgr tbc t 

Casey DinKel 

Brandon Pfe1fer 

Jenca Din , 

Hailey Dmkel 5 

SMALL TEAM FACES BIG CHALLENGES 
Competition is important 

to a team's growth, so bemg 
small in numbers meant 
less competition at practice. 
According to the coaches, this 
made practices challenging. 

"The best thing about 
smaller teams is I get to know 
each one more and make a 
bigger impact on each one of 
their lives. It allows us to give 
more individual attention," 
Coach Casey Dinkel said . 

Being a small team turned 

out to be nothing compared to 
what the wrestlers faced at the 
end of the season. The three 
senior wrestlers contracted the 
skin disease impetigo, keeping 
them out for two weeks. Austin 
Lopez was the only senior able 
to come back for Senior Ntght 
held on their home mat. 

"I was calm and wasn't too 
worried about what would 
happen," Austin Lopez 12 satd . 

After facmg impetigo, Riley 
Hunsicker' came back two days 

before regionals. Not being able 
to cut weight in time, he moved 
up a weight class. He placed 
first at regionals moving onto 
state. At state Hunsicker won 
every match, puttmg htmself in 
the championship. He won his 
final match by a score of 8-4. 

"The best part of my match 
was hearing all the people in 
the crowd yelling for me and 
there to help, supporting me to 
wm," Hunstcker12 said . 
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Team 
Ph1ll1psburg 
Word of L1fe 
Wheatland-Grinnell 
Dighton 
Palco 
Osborne 
Stockton 
Hill City 
Norton 
Plainville 
Trego 
Hill City 
Victoria 
Plainville 
Quinter 
Oakley 
Sm1th Center 
Natoma 
Norton 
Ness City 
Hill City 

2ND TEAM 

Bailey Hensley 

Results 
L 28-52 
L 35-60 

w 33-31 
L 36-37 

w 51-28 
L 42-44 

w 40-33 
L 60-71 
L 31-42 

w 59-24 
L 41-59 

w 55-51 
L 37-52 

w 46-43 
L 34-38 
L 38-56 
L 48-67 

w 72-36 
w 38-26 
w 54-34 

L 57-70 

1. TIME TO TALK Coach Perry M1ck instructs h1s players during an intense game against 
the Stockton Tigers. "It's 1mportant to listen to Coach so you know what you're domg 

when you get out on the court," Rachel Keller14 said 
2. BALLIN ' Bnttany Dinkel'• dribbles around her defender to get a better passing angle 
to Megan Honas 
3. FocusED IN Mikayla Gottschalk 12 stares up at the hoop before she gets ready to release 
the ball . "Free throws can make the difference at the end of the game, so they're pretty 

1mportant, " Gottschalk sa1d 

HoNORABLE MENTION 

M1kayla Gottschalk 

4. MoNEY BAu Megan Honasn shoots a JUmper during a blow-out game against the 
Plamv1lle Cardmals 1n the MCL Tournament. 
5. ON THE LiNE S1dney Gottschalk14 prepares herself for the rebound as Kale1gh Soneson•• 
shoots her free throws. 
6. SauARING UP Becca Aschenbrenner'3 faces the basket looking for a dump down to the 
low post m a game against Stockton 

UNDERCLASSMEN STEP UP TO VARSITY 
Normally a team has seniors 

to take the lead and many 
returning players to guide the 
younger players to victory, but 
that wasn't the case this year. 
W1th only one return1ng senior 
and three total starters from 
last year coming back, it was a 
struggle. 

"At the beginning of the 
season we seemed a little 
divided because it was a whole 
new team, but as we went 

on we started bonding and 
playing together more," Mikayla 
Gottschalk12 said. 

For the first half of the 
season the ladies won four out 
of the1r first eleven, but as the 
season progressed, so d1d their 
skill level and they ended the 
second half winning five out of 
ten games. 

"The upperclassmen really 
helped me fix the minor things 
that I was doing wrong to 

improve my game," Brittany 
Dinkel 14 said. 

The Junior Varsity team went 
undefeated this year winning 
a total of 16 games. It was the 
first undefeated season since 
Mr. Mick has been coaching. 

"The older girls really helped 
us on J.V. to get better. They 
really helped us prepare for 
our games this year and that is 
why we did so good," Kourtney 
Kaicy 14 said. 



~~wiT~," 
"My most memorable part of 
the season was going to Mr. 
Mick's house for the annual 

Chnstmas party." 

~"~S1 3 
"My most memorable part of 
the season was when the J.V. 

team went undefeated " 

MAKING A M ovE Stephanie Greenway15 gets ready to 
dnve to the basket at Gross Coliseum dunng the 
MCL Tournament "I liked playmg at FHSU because 1t 
was a bigger court and knowmg that college athletes 
get to play there also. The atmosphere was pretty 
exc1ting there," Greenway sa1d The lad1es got 7th 
place at the tournament by wmnmg one out of the1r 
three games Photo by Luke Lohrmey,:r 

TEAM BAu The team huddles up dunng a t1meout in 
the Stockton game "We played really well together 
and and started to play as a true team," Sidney 
Gottschalk " sa1d. They pulled oH a wm against the 
T1gers with a score of 40.33 . Photo by Ashletgh Bunker 

l(a~i!fJ, ~s~," ~aJ, MK;k 15 

"My most memorable part of 
the season was was when we 

beat Hill City for the 

"My most memorable part of 
the season was when we got 
to play at FHSU for the MCL 

first t1me." Tournament." 

PENETRATION Ba1ley Hensley13 burns by her defender 
while playmg Norton. "At the begmnmg of the year we 
lost to Norton, but dunng the middle of the season 
we started playing as a team better and we came out 
and beat them. It was a really exCiting game and a 
good moment for our team," Hensley sa1d . The Railers 
beat the Norton Blue Jays 38-26 after losing to them 
at the begmmng of the season by eleven pomts Photo 
by Robbte K111g 



MAKING A Move Jacob Towns 12 dribbles down the court 
towards h1s defender as he prepares to make a move 
around the defense to get to the basket. Towns was 
one of only two seniors on the team this season. "One 
of the things I improved on this season was my ball 
handling skills. I became a better dribbler and when 
you look at the stats I th~nk 1t shows," sa1d Towns 11 

Photo by Luke Lohrmeyer 

SMAcK DowN After driving hard to the basket, Jared 
M1ck13 JUmps to try and get h1s shot off, up and over 
h1s defender. "I drove to the lane to attempt to break 
down the defense and make a play. When I d1d this 
I would open myself up for a shot or I would open 
someone else up," Mick13 said. Photo by Robbte Kmg 

Trier Wiilters 13 8rii~~~1 5 

"My favorite part of the 
basketball season was 

watching Thatcher Brown 
dunk on my grandpa's 

basketball team when we 
played Plainville." 

"My favorite part of the 
basketball season was 

getting to play sub-state 
at our home court here in 
Ellis and having the crowd 

behind us." 

CLOSING THE G AP Coach Wildeman talks to h1s team at 
a time out during the Stockton game as his assistant 
coach, Coach Hayes, sneaks a peak at the scoreboard. 
At this point 1n the game, the Railers were behind by 
double digits after coming out flat at the beginning 
of the game. After battling back during the first half, 
the Railers came out the second half and overcame 
the gap, end~ng the game on top w1th a final score of 
57-42 . Photo by Ashle~gh Bunker 

58 Boys .... llbd 

\.~~) < ~ 

.Jgs., Twiiy 14 

"My favorite part of the 
basketball season was suiting 
up for the very first time at 
Gross Memorial Coliseum." 

.)QrdQ" ~g.,r 13 

"My favorite part of the 
basketball season was when 
I was able to play with my 
teammates dunng the first 

part of the season." 



1. RISING AsovE THE REST Kyle Weber12 puts up a jump shot as Luke Lohrmeyer13 gets mto 
position for the rebound. Weber was the lone sen1or on the vars1ty team th1s year. Weber 
went on to finish the year w1th 58 total points and 42 total rebounds. 

2. INTO THE LANE Making a quick sharp move to the hoop, Blake Hudson 11 manuevers 
around several defenders as he prepares for the layup. Hudson averaged 7.7 pomts per 
game dunng the seaon and led the Railers in free throw percentage with 70%. 

3. THAT's A FouL Luke Lohrmeyer ' attempts to put up a shot as he gets pushed from 
behmd by h1s defender. Lohrmeyer spent most of h1s season down low shooting 49°•o 
on the season and leading the team in scoring with 203 total points . 
4. MAKING THE CoNNECTION Eli Lohrmeyer" makes a quick pass to fellow JV teammate 
Josh Tway •• 
5. SusPENSE AT THE LINE Shooting the front end of a 1-and-1, Cole pfe1fer 13 prepares to 
put up h1s first free throw 
6. JuMP FoR THE SKY Thatcher Brown11 leaps for the tip as he starts off the first round 
of the MCL tournament against Phillipsburg. Brown led the team in total blocks with 

Team Team 
Phillipsburg L 37-45 
Wheatland-Grinnell* W 49-33 
Word of Life* L 42-64 
Dighton* w 48-41 
Palco w 62-33 
Osborne w 69-29 
Stockton w 57-42 
Phillipsburg** w 49-46 
Plainville** L 52-68 
Hill City** L 51-52 
Trego w 56-49 
Hill City L 45-49 
Victoria w 43-40 
Plainville L 51-59 
Quinter w 62-41 
Oakley w 57-43 
Smith Center L 44-53 
Natoma w 65-29 
Norton w 52-45 
Ness City L 38-53 
Rawlins County*** w 59-50 
Plainville*** L 38-63 

•castle Rock Classic 
.. MCL Tournament 

... Sub-state 

~~ 
H oNORABLE M ENTION 

Thatcher Brown13 

Luke Lohrmeye(' 
Tyler Walters' 

=~~==~~~~~~~a~lm~o~s~t ~10~0 blocked shots during the seaso;n ·===============~~:::::::==~=====~== 

t..iv~ for tbe Drea"' 
TEAM IMPROVEMENT WINS GAMES 

It's no secret what the boys 
basketball team wanted from 
their basketball season-a state 
title. 

In the past few years the 
juniors have had to step up and 
fill big shoes left by departing 
seniors. This year was no 
different with only two seniors 
on the team. Kyle Weber, Jacob 
Towns, and the remaining nine 
juniors had to improve their 
game. 

"The most distinct 
improvement in this year's 
team was our defense," Coach 
Wildeman said. 

The Railers went 6-2 before 
the MCL tournament, falling to 
a very strong Word of Life team 
at the Castle Rock Classic. 

"Word of Life was a really 
talented team that was hard to 
play against, but we improved 
in that game," Thatcher Brown 13 

said . 

The Railers finished off the 
season facing many opponents 
and playing until the final 
buzzer, almost pulling off 
upsets. They ended the season 
with a record of 13-9. 

The J.V. team this year 
played many close games 
ending up with a record of 13-3. 

"The Varsity guys helped 
us JV players out a lot during 
the season," said Chase 
Rutherford 13

. 
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Plainville 
(21-2) W (13-3)W 

Ellinwood 
(13-7)W (18-15)L 

Colby 
{0-15) L, (2-13) L 

Natoma 
(19-10)W, {15-14)W 

Lincoln 
{17-4)W, {16-5)W 

Sylvan Grove 
(13-3)W, {18-8)W 

Plainville 
{24-5)W, (26-4)W 

Hoisington 
{2-6)L (2-8)L 

Goodland 
(2-3)L, {3-10)L 

Ellsworth 
(2-10)L, (11-18)L 

1. "H,m" ON Candace Bollig13, Bailey Hensleyu, and Beth Augustine' 3 put their mitts 

~ on for a two out rally during the game agamst Udall at state The team believes th1s 
g1ves them good luck to keep 1t going. 

Lincoln 
{12-1)W 
Natoma 
(6-5)W 

2. M1rrs UP Mikayla Gottschalk11 prepares for the throw from Becca Aschenbrenner 13 

in Plainville against Natoma. 
3. WHEELS ON Brittany Dmkel 14 listens to the coach as she tells her to steal home 
dunng the game agamst Sylvan Grove. 
4. UP AND UNDER Lexi Feik ' slides home scoring the team a run agamst Sylvan Grove. 
"My favorite part about being able to slide and getting dirty,"Feik sa1d 
5. PITCH AT Me Olivia Reiter" throws for a strike during the Natoma game at Plamville. 

Udall 
( 4-9)L 

6. THe RuN's ON Christen Spmelli 14 rounds first base to look if she can go on to second .-. _ _._ 
agamst Natoma. The game got moved to Plainville because Natoma no longer had a 
field to play on . 

fgr tbe Jigme ~~" 
GIRLS ADJUST To NEw CoACHES 

With change comes new 
expectations and a new way 
of doing things .Having two 
new coaches this year the team 
was not sure what to expect or 
where they would go. 

"Practice started slow but 
we warmed up to each other. I 
like that we get to have fun in 
practice with our drills with slip­
n-slide to practice our sliding," 
Bailey Hensley13 said . 

With new coaches the girls 
had to get used to different 

warm-ups, practices, and 
preparation for games. 

"I wasn't looking forward to 
getting new coaches my senior 
year because it is hard to adjust 
to new coaches sometimes," 
Mikayla Gottschalk12 said. 

The Lady Railers went into 
the Sylvan Grove regional with 
a 14-9 regular season record. 
They defeated Lincoln and 
Natoma, sending the girls on 
their way to state. 

"It felt good knowing that all 

our hard work paid off. Being 
regional champs has been a 
goal for Ellis for many years," 
Beth Augustine 13 said. 

Ellis was seeded eighth at 
state, drawing the number one 
seed, undefeated Udall, for 
the first round. After a tough 
game, they ended their season 
with a 4-9 loss. 

"Even though we didn't win, 
state was a great way to end 
the year. I'm going to miss my 
team," Gottschalk12 said. 



.Alexis ~~er1 $ 
"My most memorable 

moment was when we fund 
the dead snake and put it in 

Blake Hudson's car." 

.Alexis ~gse 13 

"My most memorable 
moment was when I came 
to practice and all the girls 
were laughing because they 
found a dead snake on the 

field ." 

DusT OFF Mikayla Gottschalk 2 slides m to steal 
home as Sarah Mick 15 tells her to slide. Gottschalk 
got two h•ts the first game and three the second. 
"I like hittmg off other teams' p1tchers because 
1t makes them lose confidence every t1me you 
h1t and you can score runs," Gottschalk said. The 
team won by ten po1nts both games, 13-3 the first 
game and 18-8 the second . Photo by Jerlca Dmkel 

RIGHT TO THE M1n Becca Aschenbrenner 13 pitches 
the ball wh1le Lex1 Fe1k13prepares for the h1t. 
Aschenbrenner started p1tchmg for the team on 
the first game. However, since then several p1tchers 
have emerged from the team. "The new coaches 
have helped improve my p1tchmg tremendously. 
My favonte thmg is to stnke someone out w1th a 
change up," Aschenbrenner said . Photo by Je,ca Dmkel 

Betl7 .A~~13 
"My most memorable 
moment was when we 

had a triple play against 

.A~~"' fi:ller~d 1$ 
"My most memorable 

moment is when we got the 
big white monkey and put it 

1n Cadyn McCoy's car." Ellinwood ." 

Eves oN THE PRIZE The Lady Railers line up while the 
Udall softball players are announced . The girls had a 
record of 14-9 going into the state game. "We were 
still nervous because of the new field, but we were 
ready to go out and have fun cause we had nothing 
to lose," Brittany Dmkel 14 said . They struggled to hit 
off the pitcher until the last mning, getting two triples 
from Candace Bollig 13 and Mikayla Gottschalk '2• After 
a bnef rally, Udall won the game 4-9, ending the 
team's hopes of bringmg home a state title Photo by 
leflca Dmkel 



ON To HoME Meny Rodrrguez 12 rounds third base to see 
1f he can score during the game against Leot1 . Rodriguez 
stole third and turned to go home, scoring the team a 
run . The Railers won the f1rst game by a score of 18-3 
"The team has many players that have the ability to steal 
bases to help advance the team," Rodriguez said. Photo by 
Ashle1gh Bunker 

SWING AwAY Cole Pfe1fer'3 wmds up to throw a p1tch 
during the game against Leoti. This is pfe1fer's third year 
playing baseball, but he has played w1th the maJorrty of 
his teammates during summer league "I have had my 
ups and downs. However, the most difficult part of base­
ball th1s year was matching the timmg for slower p1tchers 
while I was batting," pfeifer said Photo by Ashle,gh Bun er 

~~oy13 

"My most memorable 
moment was going to 
Golden Corral before 
a game and buying 

chickens at Orscheln ." 

BACK lr U P JJ Hernandez '2 prepares to find his 
pitch during the game against Leoti . Hernandez 
played many positions on the team . He was 
e1ther the catcher, second baseman, or left 
fielder. Hernandez did not catch in the previous 
years because Cadyn McCoy 1 , who was 
inJured th1s year, had been the main catcher. 
"I have done pretty well th1s year wh1ch 
has helped me be able to help the younger 
players, Hernandez said. Photo by Ashle~gh Bunker 

,)a<;ob ~llier 14 

"My most memorable 
moment was going to 

eat with the team before 
a game." 

Brildr ~es 14 

"My most memorable 
moment was on the bus 
rides home the talks we 

had in the back." 

Briilde" ~6\r'ke 14 

"My most memorable 
moment was providing a 
home for Rick and Dave, 

our chickens." 



1. FLYING HIGH Scott Pfe1fer•• throws the pitch hopmg to get a strike and to get the batter 
out against TMP "I haven't been able to p1tch a lot because of an elbow injury but I've 
been playing in the field more," Pfeifer sa1d . 
2. DowN AND READY Jordan Rohr' 3 throws the ball to Chase Rutherford 13 at first base to 
get a TMP player out. 
3. THE CooL WAY Breanna Kroeger12 writes down stats at a home baseball game. Ashleigh 
Bunker' and Breanna Kroeger have been the managers for all four years of high school. 
4. UP, UP AND AwAY Blake Hudson 13 swmgs at a pitch during the game aga1nst Leoti. "I 
went 9 for 9 th1s game, but our competition was pretty difficult," Hudson sa1d 
5. SwiNGING' AwAY Jared Mick '3 h1ts a ball high into the a1r during a match up aga1nst the 
TMP Monarchs. Mick went 1-3 for the game. 
6. "You'RE GoNE" Landon Younger14 finds the pitch that he likes and swmgs dunng the 
game aga1nst Leoti. Younger was up seven t1mes 1n each game and scored three runs 
for the team. 

t_~ e U, tbe Dirt 

~ 
Record 8·11 

Wilson 

(2-4}L, (7-17)L 

TMP 

(4-24}L, '0-12'L 

Larned 

(7-13)L. (5-2)W 

Leoti 

(18-3)W. (24-0)W 

Russell 

(10-7)W. (6-18 L 

Sylvan Grove 

(9-3}W 11-4;W 

Natoma/ Plainville 

(5-19)L. (6-10}L 

Hoisington 

(5-19)L. (6-10)L 

Minneola 

(5-20)L. (6-13}L 

Canton-Galva 

(5-8)L 

TEAM WoRKS FoR A BETTER SEASON 
Having two returning seniors 

is sometimes a challenge for 
teams because it means they 
will have a younger team and 
have to rebuild that season. 
That was the story for the 
baseball team th1s year. 

"We are decent for having 
a pretty young team and four 
new players this year," Meny 
Rodriguez 11 said. 

To get a little motivation, the 
team went out to eat before 
the first home game. After 
eating, they decided to go to 

Orscheln and buy ch1ckens. 
These chicks were used as 
"mascots" for the team. 

The team struggled a little, 
starting off the season losing 
their first two doubleheaders 
and spllttmg the next. However, 
they improved since then. 

"Physically this year our 
baseball team has played 
great, but mentally we have 
struggled," JJ Hernandez12 said. 

The team was also down 
one player because of an injury. 
Cadyn McCoy, offered extra 

support from the bench for 
his team. He was not able to 
play this season after tearing 
ligaments in his wrist, requiring 
surgery. 

Ellis also had an interesting 
crew of players who seem to 
be a bit ambidextrous. Landon 
Younger14 can pitch left-handed, 
but bats right-handed. However, 
Scott Pfeifer' is a right-handed 
pitcher and bats left-handed. 

"I've been playing this way 
since Jim Pfeifer taught me in 
kindergarten," Younger said. 
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Hoisington 2nd 

Plainville 2nd 

1-70 Classic 2nd 

TMP 9th 

Hill City 2nd 

Phillipsburg 1st 

MCL 2nd 

Regionals 2nd 

State 5th 

345 

333 

328 

371 

327 

296 

313 

328 

335 

1. GoLFING GuRu Gage Younger' 3 watches h1s group golf as he waits h1s turn at the 
TMP tournament This is Younger's third year on the Golf team . 
2. Eves ON THE BALL Tyler Walters 13 eyes h1s ball on the green as he tnes to make 
the best putt to put it in the hole. This is Walter's third year on the Golf team. 

Austm Lopez 8th 76 

3. PERFECT Purr Josh Tway 14 putts his golfball at the JV Osborne tournament. Tway 
received medals at eight tournaments this season. This is Tway's second year in 
Golf 

Skyler Tebo 9th 76 

4. ON THE GREEN Tanner Fischer13 swings his putter 1n hopes of gett1ng it in the hole 
at the Norton tournament. 
5. LINE IT UP Skyler Tebo ,. bends down to get a better look at his putt. " I want to 
be an mdividual state champion as well as wm the state championship," Tebo sa1d . 
6. LINE DRIVE Cody Grubb13 lines himself up to hit the ball "My goal is not to stink 
too bad. which 1s qUite difficult for this guy," Grubb said . 

(...- e o" tbe Gree" 
GoLFERS SwiNG PAsT CHALLENGES 

Golf in the past has been 
in the shadows during spring 
sports, but this year, the golfers 
have made great achievements. 
With a total of fifteen golfers, 
twelve of them returning, 
they're not such a small group 
anymore. 

"The biggest thing that 
stands out is how much they 
love the game and how hard 
they work to get better," said 
Coach Carroll. 

"It's the most challenging 

sport to master. You can ruin 
your tournament by having 
one bad hole. I go out to the 
course and practice every day 
and sometimes stay until dark," 
Gage Younger1 said. 

Even with the Ellis Country 
Club closing down right before 
the tournament, the golf team 
didn't let it get m their way. 

"I think 1t was really dumb 
of them to back out the day 
before the tournament," said 
Skyler Tebo 14

. "And I also 

think that with our team 
in contention, it should be 
motivation for them to keep it 
open." 

Through all these challenges 
the team ened up 2"d in 
regionals and 5 th at state. 

"I've never seen a group of 
golfers who put in so much 
time on the1r own out of 
practice to get better. They 
know their potential and work 
hard to do their best each time 
out," said Coach Carroll. 



Tii"~r l(eit"!ey14 
"My favorite part of golf 

is winning." 

Tiiylor M<;<:k.I"S 13 

"My favorite part of golf 

is getting to golf at other 
courses." 

SWINGING MACHINE Josh Townley'" gets set Up 
to dnve the golf ball across the course at 
the Norton JV tournament. Th1s 1s Townley's 
second year of bemg on the golf team. He 
hopes to be on the Vars1ty team next year. 
Pho ~by~· t• r ·roll 

LooKING ONwARD Austm Lopez12 Judges the 
angle he should h1t the ball at the Spring 
Creek Golf Course 1n Seneca. Seneca hosted 
the State Tournament th1s year, where 
six members went to compete. "Golf th1s 
year was fun, havmg a great coach and 
teammates. I was glad I made 1t to state my 
semor year and placed," Lopez sa1d 
Photo by Matt CArroll 

~ii"~~13 
"My favorite part of golf 
IS golfing with my friends 

because it keeps th1ngs 

interesting." 

~~YD~S12 

"My favonte part of 

golf is hanging out with 

friends and being outside 

and enjoymg 
the environment." 

AIMING FOR GOLD Sen1or Kyle Weber shoots for the 
green at the state golf tournament. The team had 
traveled to Bellev1lle the week before to compete at 
Regionals . ''I'm so proud of how we kept 1t together 
after a rough front nine," Coach Matt Carroll 
said "We came up just two shots shy of winning 
[Regionals], but Belleville played tough on their home 
course." The team got second place and qualified to 
go to the state tournament in Seneca. The six vars1ty 
members were able to place 5111 at state w1th Austin 
Lopez receiving 8111 place and Skyler Tebo receiv1ng 
9"' place Photo courtesy of Matt Carroll 

650olf 
nllddwBnMn 



RELAYING INFORMATION Stephanie Greenway's chats With 
two of her 4x100m relay teammates. Alysha Werth '• 
and Sidney Gottschalk14

, as they prepare for the race 
at the MCL league track meet. The girls would go on 
to run a 56 .07 and take home the fourth place medal 
from the meet. Photo by Luk~ Lohrmeyer 

CoACHED UP Ashley Butler's talks to Coach Erbert at 
the Hill City Invitational about her event. "Coach 
Erbert always gives me pointers on how to throw 
farther dunng the competition . He really helped me 
throughout the year to become a better thrower. I 
threw farther at the end of the year." Butler sa1d. Photo 
by Thatcher Brown 

kt,~ ~tler 1 5 ~"~13 
"My favorite part of track 
was seeing everyone else 

improve, it's great to 
see people work hard to 
accomplish the1r goals." 

"My favonte part of track 
was hanging out at the 
track meets and getting 

better at throwing." 

HELPING H AND Alysha Werth 14 sprints her final steps 
as she hands off the baton to Ashley Lopez 13 for the 
last leg of the 4x100m relay The girls 4x100m team 
also consisted of Kaleigh Soneson 14 and Stephan1e 
Greenway's. Their best time of the season was at Hill 
City with a time of 55 .38 seconds. The girls took 
fourth place overall in the 4x100m relay at the Hill 
City track meet. Photo by Thatcher Brown 

fioliler Dn,ke1' 5 

"My favorite part of 
track was being at camp 
with the team and then 
runnmg to Travel Plaza 

during pract1ce " 

Briil"~ ~~15 
"My favorite part of 
track was when I got 

first place in triple jump 
and running through the 
sprinklers after practice." 



1. IN THE WIND UP Rachel Keller 14 is midway through her spin as she prepares to let the 
d1scus fly Keller also threw the shot put for the team. 

2. NECK AND NECK Ashley Lopez13 strains to gain a step on her Trego opponent as she races 
towards the fin1sh line in the 200m dash. 

3. GmiNG AIR Sidney Gottschalk 14 jumps at the Plainville track meet as she part1c1pates 1n 

triple JUmp Gottschalk would go on to take fifth place overall at the meet w1th a jump 
of 28 feet 11 1nches 
4. FINISHING STRONG Kori Clark '~ runs her final few strides of the 800 meter run . Clark ended 
up running a total time of 3 minutes 27 seconds at the Ellis lnv1tat1onal meet. 
5.UP AND OvER Stephanie Greenway' clears the hurdle in the 110 meter hurdle race Gre­
enway fin1shed 1n the top six in most of the meets this year as a freshman . She also ran 
the 300m hurdles and competed in the triple jump 
6. REACHING FOR THE WIN Hailey Dmkel stretches for the fin1sh line as she fhes along the track 
1n the 200m dash D1nkel placed sixth with a time of 32 .24 on her home track . 

e g" tbe 
TEAM TAKES STEPS To\NARD IMPROVEMENT 

In the past few years the 
girls track team has always had 
senior leadership, but th1s year 
many underclassman had to 
step in and fill those shoes. 

In the throwing events, 
Megan Honas 1 spearheaded 
the growth and success, along 
with sophomore Rachel Keller14 

who improved on her past 
success in the discus. 

"During the season I tried to 
get more reps in at practice and 
worked really hard to reach my 

goals," Keller said. 
In the running events, Ashley 

Lopez 1, was forced to step up 
and take the lead on the track. 
Lopez participated in three 
running events this season with 
the 100m, 4x100m relay, and 
the 200m. 

With only two seniors 
leading the team, the girls did 
all they could to get as many 
people as possible to the state 
track meet. In the end only one 
qualified, junior Megan Hanas 

in the discus. 
Hanas went to the state 

meet after throwmg 108 feet 2 
inches at the reg1onal meet and 
placing third . Hanas took fifth 
overall with a throw of 118 feet 
7 inches, ending her season 
with a medal. 

"I felt like all my hard work 
in practice finally paid off. I 
wasn't nervous at all since I 
had been to state before, so 
I just went out and threw," 
Hanas said . 



~ 
Ellis lnv 3rd 
Stockton lnv. 5th 
Plainville lnv. 4th 
Osborne lnv. 4th 
Quinter lnv. 7th 
Victoria lnv. 5th 
Hill City inv. 4th 
MCL at Trego 9th 

~ 
Smith Center 6th 

4x100M R ELAY 

1sT 43.91 

Jared Pfeifer 
Riley Hunsicker 
Dylan Krause 

Jared Herl 

P OLE V AULT 

Riley Hunsicker 
3RD 13'6" 

1. TAKE OFF Freshman John Ram1rez does a toe touch as he flies through the air in 
the Tnple Jump 
2. HELPING HAND Dylan Krause ' 2 prepares for the 200m dash as Harley Wright 'J holds 
his starting blocks Krause ended up gomg to state in the 200m run w1th a time of 
24 40 seconds. 

200M 
Dylan Krause 

3. AHEAD OF THE Rm Harley Wright13 makes the dash for the finish line as he fin1shes 
out the 100m dash 
4. BRING IT IN Jared Pfe1fer13 tries to pass h1s Plainville opponent as Sam Polifka 
follows close behind. 

300M HURDLES 

Jared Pfeifer 

5.MoviNG ON Jacob Towns finishes the 3200m run as he spnnts for the finish line. 
6. LEARNING To FLY Sam Polifka gets ready to let the discus rip. Polifka would go on 
to beat h1s personal best at the Regional meet in Smith Center with a throw 
of 128' 7". 

Time gy '-~Yes 
Bovs SET RECORDS, MAKE STRIDES 

• Boys 'DiM:~( 

They're lean, mean, and full 
of steam. The Ellis boys track 
team was a team on a mission 
this year, with the 4x100m 
relay team yearning to get 
back to state for the second 
year in a row and many other 
tracksters wanting to capitalize 
on recent improvements. 

On the throwing side of 
things, incoming freshman 
Brandon Groff threw the javelin 
his best of 117 feet 1 inch 
while juniors Luke Lohrmeyer, 

~LDtm.,.r J 

Sam Polifka, and Logan Fuchs 
hoped to improve their past 
marks and try to make it to the 
state track meet. 

In running events the sen1ors 
were dominant with Dylan 
Krause running the 200 meter 
dash, while the 4x100m team 
was having another great year, 
hoping to make the state meet. 

Over on the jumping side, 
senior Riley Hunsicker was a 
state contender in pole vault. 
Also, Ellis qualified for the state 

meet in three events with the 
4x100m team, Riley Hunsicker, 
and Jared Pfeifer in the 300m 
hurdles. 

The 4x100m team took gold 
at state and Hunsicker finished 
3rd in pole vault but not before 
breaking the EHS record held 
by none other than his own 
coach, Jack Wolf, who had 
broken the record in 1974 with 
a height of 13 feet 5 inches. 
Huns1cker jumped 13 feet 6 
inches at the state meet. 



'iou'ley W~17t 13 

"My favonte part of track 
season was throwing 

Javelm and being able to 
be an alternate for 

the 4x100m." 

ped f1er!12 

"My favorite part of track 
season was being able to 

try and break records 
1n the 4x100m." 

~Ge~1 4 

DETERMINATION Luke Lohrmeyer 11 pulls through w1th 
his left arm as he prepares to let the shot put fly mto 
the sector. Lohrmeyer threw h1s personal best at the 
Qu1nter lnv1tat1onal w1th a throw of 44 feet 8 mches 
Lohrmeyer also threw discus to help round out the 
boys field events team Photo by Thatcher Brown 

Go1Nc UP Riley Hunsicker '2 vaults over the bar at 
Cessna F1eld dunng the state track meet where 
he placed 3rd w1th a school record JUmp of 13'6". 
Hunsicker advanced to state after jumpmg a height 
of 12 feet even at the regional track meet 1n Sm1th 
Center. Photo by Deana Huns•cker 

"My favorite part of 
track season was running 
through the spnnklers at 

practice when it 

E:,fi L.o~yu 1 5 

"My favonte part of 
track season was getting 

to practice high jump 
with the other 

was hot outside." h1gh jumpers." 

BRINCINC HoME THE GoLD Jared Pfeifer '~. Riley 
Huns1cker , Dylan Krause 12

, and Jared Herl 12 pose with 
their gold medals after takmg first place 1n the State 
2A Boys 4x100m race at Cessna Field 1n Wich1ta. The 
boys had been consistently running the race in 44 
seconds all season and shattered their personal best 
with a time of 43.91 narrowly m1ssing breakmg the 
school record wh1ch was placed in 2007 w1th a time 
of 43 .75 . "The atmosphere was awesome, the stands 
are packed and all you can hear IS the crowd roanng 
and the announcer saying your name as you hand off 
the baton ," Krause said . Photo by Shem Krause 



1. SHow SoME SPIRIT The cheerleaders show their pnde on Pee Wee night by 
weanng the same sh1rts that the little girls wore. They performed a dance with 
the Pee Wee cheerleaders during the halftime of the football game agamst 
Plamv1lle. 
2. HEART IN DANCE The cheerleaders show their school sp1nt by performing during 
the commun1ty pep rally to get everyone pumped up for the game 
3. GET PuMPED Regan Krause 14

, Ash leigh Bunker'" . and Kale1gh Soneson 14 show 
their pride m a cheer during the fall pep rally before the soap scrimmages. 
4. P1N H1M Ashleigh Bunker12

, Jenny Hollern'2 , Jess1e Stanton 12 , and Ashley Lopez' 
cheer for Allen Augustme 14 during a match at the home dual. 
5. GET WITH IT Baylee Werth15

, Ashley Lopez H. and Oliv1a Re1ter15 chant a cheer 
during a pep rally before the first winter sports games in December 
6. Ym IT At the state wrestling tournament, the cheerleaders g1ve some support 
for Gage Younger13 dunng h1s first match of the day. 

L..- e Before tbe Crowd 
SauAo STRIVES FoR MoRE ScHooL SPIRIT 
Who shows more school 

spirit than a cheerleader? At 
camp every year the squad 
chooses what goals they have 
for the year, and for this year 
they wanted more school 
spirit. 

They chose to improve 
school spirit because they felt 
that the crowd could be more 
involved in cheering on the 
athletes. 

"We wanted to do 
whatever we could to get 

the crowd involved," senior 
captain Breanna Kroeger said. 

To acheive this goal they 
added theme nights to 
games, made more posters 
for the school, lockers, and 
yard signs, and longer pep 
rallies to get more students to 
participate. 

"The students and faculty 
seemed to really like the 
posters. They seemed to get 
the school more excited for 
home games," senior Ashleigh 

Bunker said. 
The girls got these ideas 

from each other and online 
with other squads that had 
success with them. They 
have seen a lot more crowd 
interaction during the games. 

"The theme nights were a 
very good idea. My favorite 
was the Cancer Awareness 
night. The cheerleaders got to 
wear different colored shirts 
and we raised money," senior 
co-captain Jessie Stanton said. 



~il., f1e"~"1$ 
"My favorite part of cheer­
leading was playmg pranks 

on people during cheer 
camp and Olivia Reiter15 

singing on long car ndes." 

~~" l(ril"'SC 14 

"My favorite part 
of cheerleadmg was 
performing during 

Sub-State basketball." 

SANTA's HELPERS Oliv1a Reiter '5 and captain Breanna 
Kroeger12 perform the Chnstmas rout1ne during 
halft1me of the boys ' game agamst Palco . They 
had three weeks of practice to prepare for the 
dance whiCh was more relaxed and fun-styled . "My 
favonte part of our dance was the kiCk line. I felt 
like all the hard work and time practiced pa1d off," 
Re1ter sa1d . Photo by Robbte Kmg 

lAST PERFORMANCE The cheerleaders danced at 
halftime of the boys' sub-state basketball games 
that were hosted by Ell1s H1gh School. The g1rls 
also performed the same dance at the 1 A State 
Basketball tournament 1n Hays. "I thmk 1t went 
very well. We got a lot of compliments on 1t." 
Jess1e Stanton '2 said . " I was excited to dance 
in Hays so our family could come watch 1f they 
m1ssed it before " Photo by Jenu Dmkel 

k.,lcy~13 

"My favorite part of cheer­
leading was dancing at the 
town pep rally for Home-

coming." 

.Jc""Y figllcn, 12 

"My favorite part of cheer­
leading was the cheer battle 
with the Hill City cheerlead­

ers dunng the 3 and 4th 
game of the MCL Basketball 

Tournament." 

SuRF's UP Dunng the Pee-Wee cheer camp, the cheerleaders 
teach girls ages 3-5 the dance they will be performing at 
halft1me of a football game. Shea Harper13 used "Surfin ' USA" 
by the Beach Boys for the dance. Th1s was Harper's first dance 
that she choreographed . "It was a good expenence but a little 
stressful," Harper said . First she listened to the song a little bit. 
then looked on YouTube for easy and adorable moves that the 
girls could do. "I liked the dance' I thought 1t was really cute 
for the little girls, Kaleigh Soneson •• said Photo by Bernadette Fnckey 







1. STEADY STACKIN' "We tried to stack three golfballs on top of each other," sa1d 
Sarah Henman'~. "I tried to put gum on the golf balls to make them stick to each 
other but 1t didn't work!" 
2. MAKING A SPlASH Sarah M1ck" gets dropped agamst her will into the Memorial 
fountain by her friends It's a trad1tion for students to go to Memorial Park after 
Thursday's bonfire and throw each other into the fountain. 

3. EveRYBODY DANCE Now Thatcher BrownH and Ashley Lopez' show their best 
moves at the Homecoming Dance. The duo were from the 70's. Other themes 
mcluded m the game were Lady Gaga, the rock era, and the 80's era. 

4. RuN, SIDNEY, RuN Sidney Gottschalk14 sprints to make a touchdown for her 
Sophomore team during Powderpuff football The junior class won both of their 
games, w1nnmg the competition 

5. CAREFUL CATCHING Austm Lopez12 tries to toss a ball into a bucket over Kyle 
Weber's head during a pep rally. I believe we would have won," Lopez sa1d , "but 
we were not smart enough to empty the bucket." 

F~btforY~ 
CLASSES CLASH DURING SPIRIT WEEK 

Every year, classes take part in 
Homecoming festivities Students 
decorate the town, showing school 
and class spirit. 

This year, the junior class dec1ded 
to go all out and decorate Ellis as 
much as possible. In their pursuit, 
they chalked the sidewalk outside the 
high school and window chalked as 
many businesses as they could. They 
also decided to put cups on the tenms 
court fence, spelling out the word 
"JUNIORS". Right after the juniors 
left the courts, the seniors tore down -----

all the cups. 
"I helped put cups up on the fence 

just to have the seniors tear it down 
five minutes later," Bailey Hensley13 

said . "When they tore it down I was 
super mad, but then thought it was 
funny because the only reason we did 
it was to make them mad, and we 
accomplished that goal obviously!" 

One senior said it was all in self­
defense 

"It happens every year. The 
underclassmen try to sabotage the 
Senior Hill . We weren't gomg to 

have that," Lyle Fischer12 said 
After seemg this on Facebook, the 

jun1ors saw th1s prank as the start of 
a "war" For the rest of the week, the 
upperclassmen began to fight forfirst 
place. 

"I thought it was fun that the 
jun1ors fought against the sen1ors," 
Sam Pohfka' said. "They may have 
won officially, but I thmk we deserved 
it. Next year, we'll definitely take first 
place!" 



RAILER RoYALTY Dylan Krause'2 and 
Jessie Stanton 12 pose for ptctures after 
being crowned Homecomtng King and 
Queen . "I felt really lucky to even be 
standtng there," satd Stanton "My 
grandma from the nurstng home came 
to see the crowntng. She was really 
excited and tt was neat to see her smile' 
It was a very ntce surprise to actually 
get queen!" Photo by Jenca Dmkel 

SWING DANCERS Brayden Werth'l and 
Bailey Hensleyn twtrl each other around 
at the dance. "I ltke swtng danctng wtth 
Batley because she actually knows how 
dance. The joy of swmg dancmg ts that 
tf they stmk, you can JUSt let them go." 
Werth satd . Photo by 11/1 Wood 

SHow M e THE Moves The 
cheerleaders demonstrate 
how to win the Wheelbarrow 
Race at the pep rally. The 
g1rls took the challenge 
of putting together a pep 
rally that included games, 
coach's speeches, and dance 
numbers. "Cheerleading as a 
freshman is very exciting and 
was very good experience for 
me! Homecommg was a very 
stressful but exciting week," 
said Baylee Werth 15 "As a 
cheerleader, Homecoming 
was fun, but we also put a 
lot of work into it!" Photo by 
R< ~o,n. K1n 
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"Winning against the teachers m 
volleyball was l1ke bitmg into 

a dehcrous Snrckers ... it 

"My first Homecommg was exc1tmg! 
The best parts of Homecommg were 

powder-puff football and the 
bonfire" 
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Cast and Crew of 

Martm Vanderhof .... Cole Pfe1fer 
Penelope Sycamore.. .. .. .. Kyhe Waldschm1dt 
Paul Sycamore. ... .. .. .. .. ...... .. Blake Hudson 
Ess1e CarmiChael . .. .. ... .. ... .. Alicia Kroeger 
Ed Carm1chael .. . .... Kelly Robb 
Mr. De Pmna. .... ..... .. ... .. .. . . .. Sam Polifka 
Rheba ................................ Bailey Hensley 
Donald .. . .. . ............ Robb1e King 
Al1ce Sycamore .. . . .. .. . . Shea Harper 
Tony Kirby ....................... Thatcher Brown 
Bons Kohlenkhov. .. ... ...... .. ... Brandon Keever 
Henderson. G-man .. . .. . .. . Cadyn McCoy 
Gay Wellmgton ........................ Lexi Fe1k 
Mr. Kirby ................. .. ............ Logan Fuchs 
Mrs. Kirby .......................... Ashley Lopez 
The Man .. .. . .. .. . . . • Gage Younger 
G-man Mac ........................... Candace Bollig 
G-man J1m ............................... Jared Mick 
G-man. .. . ........... Jordan Rohr 
Olga Katnna. .. ... .. ...•.. .. .... .. ... .. Alexis Rose 

Chase Rutherford ....... Stage Manager/ Lights 
Luke Lohrmeyer.. . . . .. . .. . . .. . Sound 
Taylor McClung ............. Stagehand/ Make-up 
Jasmme Slaughter ........... Stagehand/ Make-up 
Beth Augustme ............... Make-up/ Hair 
Becca Aschenbrenner .... Usher/ Make-up/ Hair 
Megan Honas ................................. Usher 
Breanna Kroegeru ................ ..... Hair/ Make-up 

OH DoN'T Go Shea Harper tnes to get 
Thatcher Brown to stay a little longer In 
the play there was a scene where they 
were supposed to k1ss, however the two 
ended up faking a k1ss/hug. "I didn't 
want to kiss anyone, especially Thatcher, 
m front of my fam1ly. It was embarassing 
enough JUSt embracmg," Harper said 
Pf>oto l1y Jer.ca Dmkel 

HAIR AND MAKE-uP Alexis Rose gets her hair 
done by Taylor McClung, Beth Augustine, 
and Becca Aschenbrenner before the 
matinee performance. Rose played Grand 
Duchess Olga Katrina. "When I was 
getting my ha1r done I was wondering 1f 
1t would ever end . I felt like my part was 
kind of odd at first, but i only missed a 
few lines," Rose sa1d. Pf>oto by Jenca Dmkel 

W HAT IS THE M EANING OF THIS 

Cole Pfeifer asks Gage 
Younger why he and his 
men stormed into the 
house. They explamed that 
they had been following 
Kelly Robb as he delivered 
Alicia Kroeger's candies that 
had h1s circulars in them. 



For the second year in a row 
there was a new director for 
the Junior Class Play. Alyssa 
Dawson, the Junior/Senior 
English teacher, directed her first 
play this year. She prevously was 
in several plays in high school 
and college. Being her first play, 
she wasn't sure what to expect. 

"I was so proud of the 
Juniors for taking on this classic 
comedy, and I was impressed 
with their work ethic," Dawson 

said. 

1. TiME To DANCE Alicia Kroeger comes down for her dance lesson with Brandon 
Keever while Lex1 Fe1k "sleeps one off" on the couch . 
2. GoT FIREWORkS Sam Polifka hands Blake Hudson one of the fireworks they've 
been working on 
3. To THE News Robbie Kmg reads the review over the arrest from the previous 
night to Bailey Hensley 
4. WHAT A JokE Cole Pfeifer explains to Cadyn McCoy that he doesn't believe in 
mcome tax so he doesn't pay them. "I was demanding that Cole (Grandpa) pay his 
taxes, " McCoy said . "I thought it was fun but it took a lot of time," pfeifer sa1d . 
5. GAME TiME Kylie Waldschmidt reads off Logan Fuch's answers while playing 
a game during the play. Waldschmidt would read a word and they would write 
down the first word that came to mind She was trying to hmt that Shea and 
Thatcher should get married 

Each week Mrs. Dawson had 
on her board what acts needed 
to be memorized. When the 
Juniors missed a line during 
practice they would have to pay 
anywhere from ten cents up to 
five dollars a night. The money 
collected would go to the cast 
party. If they had enough, it 
would pay for the party, but 

the kids to memorize their lines 
so they wouldn't have to pay. 

"I believe paying for the 
missed lines helped us learn 
them better," Hensley said. 

There were a few challenges 
for the actors and actresses 
during the performances. The 
play came together without any 
major problems for the actors. 

"The biggest challenge I had 
during the play was acting like I 
was drunk," Lexi Feik13 said. 

if not, Dawson would. She 
believed this would motivate 

~~~ 



1. ScissoR-HANDS Ahc1a Kroeger 13 carefully cuts out a snowflake as part of decorat1ons 
for the Snoball dance the next day "Even though I had ACT in the mornmg, I still 
went to help out for a little b1t, Kroeger said. "It was actually pretty fun! " 
2. SuPER SNOWFLAKIS Alicia Kroeger and Regan Krause 14 pose w1th the1r cut out 
snowflakes while decorating for the Snoball dance "I wasn 't very good at hanging 
stuff up, or puttmg up lights, or anythmg else, but me and Alicia made some awesome 
snowflakes' " Krause said 

3. CoME DANCE WITH ME Kyle Weber ' talks Beth Augustine u mto slow dancing with 
h1m. "I danced w1th her for almost every song," Weber said. "She probably got a 
l1ttle tired of me after awhile." 

4. Souo GoLD Sam Polifka 13 shows off his best dance moves to Kelly Robb 13 and his date. 
"Kelly and I are pretty awesome dancers," Polifka said . ''I'm sure everybody's jealous." 

5. DANCE THE NIGHT AwAY Brayden Werth 13 , Riley Hunsicker11 , Britttany Dmkel " , and 
Baylee Werth 's dance to Copperhead Road during the Snoball dance. 

ive Tg Da~e 
WALKING IN A WINTER WoNDERLAND 

This year for Snoball, it 
was cold outside AND inside. 
Everywhere you looked was 
covered with snowflakes and 
blue tmsel, resembling a Winter 
Wonderland. There were a lot 
of people and couples that went 
together in groups. Everybody 
did something a little different 
this year. 

"I went in a pretty big group 
this year," Lexi Feik13 said. "We 
all went out to eat at Thirsty's. 
My favorite part of Snoball was 
probably the limo ride in the 
Hummer with all of my friends! 

There were lights and the music 
was so amazing. After the 
dance, I went out with some of 
my friends." 

While some people went out 
to eat, others decided to stay 
in. 

"I took my girlfriend Hannah. 
We went in a group with Kyle 
Weber12 and Beth Augustine 13 , 

Devin Jacques and Shelby 
Hollern 12

, Austin Bittel and 
Becca Aschenbrenner13 , and 
Luke Lohrmeyer13 and his date, 
Katie," Dylan Krause 12 said. 
"Before the dance we all had 

hors d'oeuvres at my house 
then drove around m a limo." 

Another option was going to 
the Good Samaritan Center to 
vis1t the residents. 

"Before the dance, we ate 
and went to the Good Sam to 
parade around and show the 
residents how attractive we 
looked," Cody Grubb 13 said. 

After the dinners, limo rides, 
and visits to the Good Sam, all 
of the groups eventually ended 
up at the high school to dance 
and have fun with the rest of 
their friends. 



SLOWING IT DowN Kaleigh Soneson •• and 

Nick Gehring' slow dance to a country 
song. "We've gone to every dance together 
since Snoball last year," Gehring said . 

DANCING QuEENS Ashley Lopezn, Alicia 

Kroeger ' , Shea Harper13 , and Baylee 
Werth '5 1ead the crowd in The Cup1d Shuffle. 
When the cheerleaders were at cheer camp, 
they discovered a new way to do the dance. 
Instead of moving their feet to the sides, 

they step and pose while yelling E-H-S. "I 
think the new dance we brought back went 
over awesome and everybody was doing it 

and yelling w1th usl " Ashley Lopez 13 said 

W INTER W ONDERLAND ROYALTY ThiS year's 

royalty pose for a picture together. " I 
was excited to get royalty my freshman 
year. I had no idea I was going to get 
it," said Sarah Mick '5• Breanna Kroeger '2 

has been Snoball Royalty all four years of 
her high school career. " I was so lucky to 
be nominated every year, " Kroeger said . 

"My first Snoball...was 
awesome. I had so much fun 

with my friends!" 

"My last Snoball. was grand because 
it was the second one I spent with 

my girlfriend " 



How Students 
SDend Their 

Time 

29% 

1. PoKER FACE Nick Gehring14 , Kale1gh Soneson 14, and Alysha Werth 14 get involved in 
an intense game of Uno. 
2. BLOCKING THE GoAL Rachelle Wynn 11 and Taylor McCiung13 go at each other m a 
game of air hockey as Jasmine Slaughtern and Isaiah Hearn 13 wait their turn . 
3. LouD AND CLEAR Stephanie Greenway' 5 volunteers to help with Bingo at the Good 
Samaritan Center by readmg off the numbers and letters 
4. HELPING HAND Jacob Towns 2 helps out at the St. Mary's Carn1val by working the 
mmi-basketball game. 
5. STRATEGIC MovE Playmg a game of Connect 4 at 5'1> Quarter, Megan Honas11 goes 
for the win 
6. STEADY WoRK Alexis Rose 13 paints the face of a child at the St. Mary's Carn1val. 
Many students volunteered the1r time to work in the kitchen or work at a game 
booth . 

ife o" tbe ~tside 
STUDENTS AcTIVE AwAY FRoM ScHooL 

For many students, there is 
more to life than just school. 

"I like eating the food that is 
always provided at 51 quarter. 
Also, getting to win the usually 
awesome prizes is also very 
fun, " sophomore Seth Fuller 
said . 

some also work in Hays and 
have to drive back and forth for 
their job. 5 quarter, JObs, and other 

activities occupy their time 
outside of the walls of the high 
school. 

51
h quarter is held after 

home football and basketball 
games throughout the year. It is 
a great place to relax, eat. get 
free prizes, and hang out with 
friends. 

Most students have a 
source of income and that 
mainly comes from jobs. Many 
students work after school 
at places such as Trio Home 
Center and Spielen's in Ell1s. But 

"Driving back and forth from 
Hays is a hassle at times, but 
it's hard to find a job here in 
Ellis because there aren't many 
places for high schoolers to 
work. In the end I'm making 
money and that's what 
counts," Bernadette Frickey12 

said. 



C:iQr&~15 

"M y favorite part of 51h 

quarter is getting to hang 
with my friends and play 

games." 

.Je<;gb T~'2 
"My favorite part of 
51

" quarter is eating 
the awesome food and 
playing table soccer." 

~&<;~lle WY"" '3 
"My favonte part of 51h 

quarter is getting to see 
my friends and gettmg 
to spend the night at 

someplace warm ." 

M AGICIAN AT WORK Abby Hafltger14 helps a young child 
ptck out a s uffed ammal at the St. Mary's Carnival 
Kids won a stuffed animal by ptcktng wtnntng ducks 
from a pond "I worked the duck pond for an hour 
and had loads of fun Then I worked the tin can alley 
whtch I also had a lot of fun working at," satd Hafltger. 
Photo by A <hle1gh Bunker 

MAKING THE Cur Cody Grubb ' 3 goes to work cutttng a 
ptece of wood at his after school job, working at Tno 
Home Center in Ellis. "I've worked at Trio for a year 
and a half. Doing delivenes wtth the trucks IS one of 
the best parts of the JOb Worktng for Tno has taught 
me to have responsibhttes and also how to manage my 
ttme," said JUnior Cody Grubb Photo by Luke Lohr~r 

~&<;~1 l(eller 14 
"My favorite part of 5th 

quarter is gettmg to play 
the new Xbox dancing 

game and spendmg time 
with my classmates." 

DARTING FoR THE LEAD Chris Browntng'5 concentrates on 
throwtng a dart at the board as his opponent, Chase 
Rutherford 13

, watts hts turn, hoptng that the dart falls 
short. "I wasn' t very good at first. but as the game 
went on, I tmproved By the end of the night, I was 
wtnntng games and starting to really ptck up the game 
I look forward to playtng more games of darts at 5'h 
quarter wtth my fnends tn the future." freshman Chris 
Browntng said . Photo by Luke Lohrmeyer 



1. G1v1NG A HAND Brayden Werth 13 helps Blake Hudson ' 3 during laser tag. This year the 
juniors got laser tag for the after-prom party. "We had laser tag for an FFA event and 
it was a huge success, so we thought we 'd g1ve it a try," Mr. Kohman sa1d . 
2. GeT TA STEPPIN' Brayden Werth 13 hot glues the stairs together for the portrait 
backdrop "It was difficult putt1ng 1t together when It d1dn't match," Werth said . 
3. PeRFECT MATCH Josh Tway" gets his BINGO card checked by Mr Kohman . Students 
were able to compete on an inflatable obstacle course, play v1deo games, watch 
a mov1e, or play BINGO for a chance to win $10 during the after-prom activities. 
4. FoLLOw Me Alex1s Rose leads a group of students in a train that went outside 
and around the tables. Rose lost the person in front of her so they were runnmg and 
trying to keep up with the others. 
5. SHow Me SoMe Moves Nancy Dinges11 and Abby Hafliger•• dance to the YMCA 
The maJority of the songs played were theme songs that people could dance to "My 
favonte part of dancing with Nancy was when you point and shake your hips in the 
YMCA," Hafliger said . 

Bebn,d tbe 
STUDENTS HAVE A BALL AT MARDI GRAS 

Busy, busy, busy. For weeks 
before prom, the juniors 
had meetings with the class 
sponsors to decide on a theme 
and decorations. 

"It was challenging figuring 
out what was needed and 
ordering it, but I think it turned 
out great," Mrs. Nilhas sa1d. 

To help cut down the work, 
the juniors worked on the props 
that they could during the 
week. This freed people up to 
help on other things. 

"I think they [decorations] 
turned out just how we wanted 
them to," Candace Bollig13 said. 

The theme that was chosen 
was Mardi Gras Masquerade. 
They had beads and masks to 
hand out to people as they 
walked 1n the doors. Some 
people decided to bring their 
own masks or ones that 
matched what they were 
wearing. 

"My mask was white 
and brown with feathers. 

Jasmine [Siaughter13 ], Taylor 
[McCiung13 ], and I went to 
Salina to get them," Nancy 
D~nges'2 said . 

A new activity this year for 
after-prom was laser tag. The 
students were really excited 
to try something new and 
different. 

"I liked watching Kyle 
WeberP jump over tables. 
He would either trip himself 
and fall or just hurt himself 
somehow," Gage Stropes12 said. 



To THE FRONT Josh Reilly 2, Brittany Dinkel '•, 
and Jaci D1ehl dance to "Crack That" by Soulja 
Boy. Diehl told Re1lly they needed to go to 
the front for the dance. " I wasn 't sure what 
to do, so I followed Brittany and Jaci because 
they knew what they were do1ng," Reilly sa1d 
Photo by 1111 Wood 

lAsT HuRRAH Kyle Weber 2 and Dylan Krause 2 

sing to "Oh What A Night" by Frankie Valley and 
the Four Seasons. They have done th1s at dances 
s1nce the1r freshman year, and it has become a 
tradition. The students Circled up around them and 
clap while they dance and smg. •It was probably 
the best one because everyone knows 1t's mme 
and Krause's song." Weber sa1d "It was fun like 
always. but it was bittersweet smce 1t was the 
last t1me," Krause said Photo by Bernadette Frickey 

THREE M usKETEERS Brittany Dmke114 and 
Christen Spmelli 14 lift up JJ Hernandez'2 

while dancing. Dunng a slow dance, they 
all danced together as JJ tried to dip 
them . "I mainly danced with Christen 
Spmelli because she is amazmg. We did 
our signature dance move which is the 
dip," Hernandez sa1d He tned dipping 
the girls and couldn't, so they picked him 
up to dip h1m. Photo byllll wood 

=-········· ~MaSk·· 
• Can you guess who these 
• masked g1rls are guys are? 
• 
: 1 ............................. v.:.:; w~yblack 
~ ~ · . With a black vest and a 
: j light purple tie because my 
• ~ date had a light purple 

• 
• 

• 

dress 

~······················ .. ·····~ . . . . 

• 

• • 
•••••••••••••••••••••• 

"My favonte memory from Prom was when 
Mrs. Wood was taking pictures while my 

boyfriend and I were dancmg. He kept 
asking why she was takmg pictures" 

"My favonte memory from Prom was 
runnmg and hidmg in the bathroom. I also 

liked laser tag because 1t was 
somethmg new" 



" 1. PIANO MAN Jared Herl accompanies the seniors as they sing the graduation 
song "R1ght Now." Herl practiced after lunch in the days leading up to 
graduation to perfect the song. 

2. DRUMMING AwAY Isaac Henman plays as part of the senior's graduat1on song. 
Henman plays drums 1n a band during his spare time. 
3. ARM IN ARM Jessie Stanton and JJ Hernandez walk together down the a1sle to 
become part of the graduatmg class of 2012 . 
4. IT RuNs IN THE FAMILY Kyle Weber hugs his family members weanng fake 
glasses as part of a family joke. " I wore those glasses because my uncle dared 
me to," Weber said . 

5. ALL STAND Ashleigh Bunker, JJ Hernandez, Heather Hollingshead, and Meny 
Rodriguez wait for the1r other classmates before the graduation ceremony. 
6. FINAUY DoNE Gage Stropes recieves his diploma from Superintendent Robert 
Young during the graduation ceremony 

s~~a r..-
SENIORS READY TO TAKE fliGHT 

Graduation-a day 
seniors look forward to 
for years-finally came in 
mid-May. Although the 
seniors have individually 
accomplished some goals, 
there are many more they 
plan to achieve. 

"My plans are to attend 
Barton Community College, 
get an associate degree 
in geology, then transfer 
to Manhattan to get a 

master's degree in Petroleum 
Geology," said JJ Hernandez. 

While some seniors are 
thinking about the future, 
some recall their first days at 
EHS. 

''I'm a lot more outgoing 
than I was as a freshman! I 
think that's because I was 
intimidated by the seniors, 
but I'm more talkative than I 
ever was," Jenny Hollern said. 

As the senior class 

graduates and start living 
a whole new life, they will 
always remember their 
memories together. 

"It's definitely going to 
be a big change going from 
being together every day to 
being separated across the 
state. We've been together 
so long that we've made 
some interesting but lasting 
memories, ones we'll never 
forget," Breanna Kroeger said. 



A~ !..opel: 
"''m going to miss sports 

and games." 

Jessie S.ta~ 
"''m going to m1ss 
cheering and all 
of my friends." 

MAGICIAN AT WORK Ben Leiker plays hiS gu1tar dunng 
the sen1or's graduation song. During h1s spare time, 
Le1ker plays gu1tar 1n a band Th1s IS the f1rst t1me a 
class has had mult1ple instruments played by the1r 
classmates dunng the sen1or song. "It was fun play­
mg w1th the band at graduation to show people 
that we actually can come together and create 
something good out of it." Le1ker said. 
Phntn by Robb1e Kmg 

BACK FoR THE LAsT HuRRAH Breanna Kroeger hugs 
Mrs. Madonn, who was the sen1ors' English 
teacher for the f1rst three years of the1r high school 
career. "It was n1ce to see Mrs. Madonn agam, 
and I was very excited when I heard she was going 
to be our speaker for graduat1on." Kroeger sa1d 
Photo by Thatcher Brown 

,;,; fie~~% 
"W hat I'm gomg to miss 
the most is M r Kohl." 

~~~CJ: 
"''m go1ng to m1ss seeing 

my friends everyday." 

" CATCH THAT M AGIC M OMENT" The seniors sing 
Right Now by Van Hafen as the1r graduation song. 
Adding to the song this year, Jared Herl played the 
p1ano, Isaac Henman played the drums. Ben Le1ker 
played the guitar, and Kyle Weber played bass. 
"It took us a long t1me to actually smg the song 
without anybody gettmg mto fights," Jenny Hollern 
sa1d. "And the mstruments were so much louder 
than us' But 1t all worked out pretty good 1n the 
end I thmk everyone was impressed by the boys' 
playing." Photo by Robb1e Kmg 
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Free Point & Back Off 

n lfll) I J Phone: 785-726-2571 ~ ::J Fax: 785-726-2572 
~ Locatedat m --~~ 800 Dorraoc , Elr , K 

Sere rl U 
Dale & Vickt Henderson 

£mbroidery • enp 'II ng O..nn 
Dfrect~o-Oarment prlnUng 

envyd-zines@hotmail.com 

1019 Washington P.O. Box 105 
(785) 726 - 3499 

Dean Fischer, Engineer 
, D. V. • 

P.O. Box87 
Hays, KS 67601-oG87 

Business: (785) 623-3969 
Cell: (785) 623-7057 

Residence: (785) 726-3365 78 

Become a BIG 
to help a L' 1 1tt e 

ellis.kansasbigs.org 
785-625-6672 

"The Big 
Brothers Big 

Sisters program is 
interesting and a 

lot of fun." 



tockton (7 5) 425-6715 

Hay (7 5) 625-6554 
Ru ell (7 5) 4 3-2161 

GREGORY E. SAINDON. P.A . 
AITORN YS AT lAW 

GREGORY E. SAINDON 

0 AVEE F. RAUB 

X:!4 Wa,hington • t 
P.O Bu IOH 

Phon· 7X'i-72{)-3Lll 
Fa 7 '\-?:!tl-3()24 

·-m:Lil : amdt npa(h ghta.net 

HAYS VETERINARY HOSPITAL P.A. 
1016 E. 8th St . - Hays. KS 67601 

Off1ce Hours 
8-6 M-F 
8-1 Sat 

t 

Steve Mosier, DVM 
Brandon Weidenhaft, DVM 

John Nelson, DVM 

CLOSED ON SUNDAYS 

Te1e. 625-2719 
or 625-7015 

Emergency Number 625-2719 

G RGI R 
fafla~t·r 

Homl' Ph. 17 51 to25-.'7.'1 

I Inc. 

P.O. Bo 507 
1- -424-7515 



Les Weber 
Sal m n 

Lifetime Dental Care 
Jeflre H Lowe . ODS 

h on arts s ouch 

Country Club Plaza 
2703 Hall St., Suite A-1 

Hays, KS 67601 
(785) 628-2424 

Home (785) 628-07 67 
Fax (785) 628-6186 

• 

All Your Insurance Needs Bill Wasinger 

07 W. 13th St. 
.0. Box 740 

, Kansas 67601 

tnvolved 1n sports 
and like to drink 

Powerade" 
-Logan Fuchsu 

(785) 625-3713 
FAX: (785) 625-17 48 

TOLL FREE: (877) 724-3537 





KeUie Graves, owner 

(785) 726-2565 

1021 Washington, Ellis, KS 67637 

1640 E Hwy 40 Bypass 
Hays, KS 67601 

Th 

Salon 81 6] 
H A IR NA ILS TANN ING . WAX I G . 

785-625-3075 
800-325-3075 

8 I 6 Wash1ngton 
E'lis. S 67637 
785.726.HELP 
785.726:4357 

Melanie Armbruster 
OWNER 'STYLIST 

Jeannie Ferland 
COSMETOLOGIST 

Kaylyn Schippers 
COSMETOLOGIST 

• Siding & Gutters 
• Windows & Doors 
• Awnings 
• Shutters 

GLEN E. NEUBURGER 
1507 E. 27TH • HAYS, KS 67601 

(785) 625-2418 •1 -800-225-6259 • Cell : (785) 623-1003 

LJ lf(l, PHARMACY 
2505 CANTERBURY 

HAYS, KS 67601 

DOUG STECKLEIN, PHARMACIST MANAGER 

(785) 625-2529 
(785) 628-DRUG (3784) TOLL FREE (877) 304-DRUG (3787) 



Brenda D chant 

1-800-430-387 5 
2717 Plaza Avenue Hays KS 67601 
(785) 625-3070 Fax: (785) 628-0354 

http ://www.gone ogo com ema 1· brenda n logo.com 

Mark Junk 
Owner 

HORIZO 
APPLIANCE & 
ELECTRONICS 
628-6131 1501 E. 27th Hays, KS 67601 

Horizon Pipe Testing, Inc. 
-Tubing & Casing-

John Fischer 
(785) 623-7706 

301 W. 2nd Street PO Box 163 
Elis, KS 67637 (785) 726-3773 

It's Just Not A WIN .. . Unless It's A GoodWIN 
109 W. 11th • Ha s. KS 67601 

Shawn Fischer 
(785) 623-07 45 

On A IOK WF Ll DOnF TH POII<., H 

I OUT THIE "io< HC>c:>l 'W'f'Afll 

.10 • ..... ~ J1 l~ ' f • I I t"' .. ._ o. ~ .. , 9 

ROMME INSURANCE AGENCY 

Save money. Live better. 

because 1t has 
everything." 

-Aiysha Werth 14 

DARRELL J. ROM ME 

1008 EAST 17TH STREET 

80 815 



27 0 t rnb 
Ha 

785-625-5694 * 

Carpet • Vinyl • Ceramic Tile • Wood Floors 
Laminates Counter Tops 

U 1rry & Rhonda Leiker 

78 . 2 • IC: 
<2443) 

785 259 1380 cell 
1110 E 22nd 

Hays, S 67601 
I r I 

LARRY R. GOOD, D.D.S. 

3005 Hall Street 
Hays, Kansas 67601 

Tel phone. {785) 625-6012 



785-7 43-2544 

f'LGW I 
q>ltohuo~,afliiiJ u~illt ro, iqu 

413 Barclay Av , WaKeeney, KS, 67672 WWW.L£Ati.NSPHOTOSCOM 
, FIIID US 011 FACEJOOK 

233 . 4th 
P .. Bo 307 
WaKeeney, K 67637 
Telephone (7 5) 743-6774 

Auto Glass and Windshield Repair 
Kit Repair 

Replacement 
Emergency Service 
24-Hour Availability 

Commercial 
Industrial 

Residential 
Electrical Contractors 

e & U ed otors 

7BS·7%6·J4SS 

"I like Don's 
Electric because 
they keep the 

electricity flowmg." 
-Seth Fuller •• 

207 E. 12th 
Ellis, KS 67637 

bruceh@gbta.net 





Business: 
(785) 628-0800 

Fax: 
(785) 628-0808 -----

A H 

700 E. 8th St. 
Hays, KS 67 601 

H P L 

'J\ 'PI 
You On 

rl Rozd 

"805 has a large 
array of motor 

vehtcles to tear up 
the streets with " 

Isaiah Hearn13 

ADAMS 1111 
BROWN Adorns Brow Be!on ond BaD offers o Wide range of semas 10 m t the needs of 

BERAN II• 
&BALL W 

Com tree So Bu ld 
Hays. .oruos 
785}-626-3046 

Cookies 
Graduation Cakes 
3-D Birthday Cakes 

ond , duals and bu s. 

• To• Plonnong & Preparation 
• Re remtn & Eltat PlonNng 

• Consulting Services 
• 8oo g 

• Payrol Prepare n 
• Auding 

www.obbb com 



1201 Washington 
Ellis, KS 67637 

(785) 726-3372 
ellisumc@gbto.net 

105 W. 2nd 
Ellis, KS 

785-726-2662 

LICENSED AND INSURED 

BLOCK CERTIFIED 

(785) 726-4472 
3 9 8 EMMERAM RD 

ELLIS, KS 67637 



u Uvestock Traasportatl 

Glenn Unrein 
Manager & Dispatcher 

P.O. Box 1056 
Hays, Kansas 67601 

Office: (785) 628-6231 
1-800-338-6231 

ot\d of 
Auto lex, nc. 

426 E. 8th. Street 
Hays, Kansas 67601 

(785) 628-1057 

Jim Dan Res: (785) 735-2672 

"Wolf Furniture 
Gallery has soft 

chairs. I love themi' 
·Tanner Keithley • 

1Oth and Monroe P.O. Box 138 
Ellis, KS 67637 

Toll Free: 866-726-3115 Phone: (785) 726-3115 



Ellis County Abstract & Title, LLC 

1917- Three Generations of Service- 2012 
Escrows Closings Abstracts Title Insurance 

110 E 12th 
Hays, KS 67601 
ecagmedaa-net.net 

FIRST 
care 

(785) 625-2316 
(785) 794-2690 

Fax (785) 625-6349 

105 W. 13th 
Hays, KS 67 601 
785-621-4990 
785-628-8719 (fax) 

Golden Q Sports 
Bar and Grill 
809 Ash St. 

Hays, KS 67601 
(785) 625 - 6913 

"I love 
the Golden Q's 

big, juicy 
Q - burger, 1t's 

Q -licious" 
- Brandon Hall11 





320 N 13m Sr. 
~~.KS 67672 

~__(785) 743-2182 

INSURANCE 

L WHITEY KOHL 
L WHITEY KOHL INSURANCE AGENCY 

113 WEST 8TH STREET 
HAYS. KANSAS 67601 

OffiCe 785-628-3276 
Toll Free 800-794-4763 
Fax 785-628-1250 

108 EAST 10TH STREET 
ELLIS, KANSAS 67637 

785-726-2575 

ESTERN 
OOPERATIVE 
LECTRIC 

Phone: (785) 743-5561 
In Kansas 800-456-6720 

E-mail: western@ruraltel.net 
Website: westerncoop.com 

635 s. 13th St. 
P.O. Box278 "Owned b_1 those ll'e sen·e. • 

WaKeeney, KS 67672 ~ 

A T~&qy'Coqmn,. ~ 

Tim KohlruS -Agent 
806 Washington Street 
Elli s, KS 
785-726-3711 

1204 W ASIIINGTON Sr. 
F.Ws, KS 67637 
(785) 726-4956 ----=:=::__ __ .--.J 

Peerless 
TIRES4LESS 

2000 Yin St. 
ll,lys, KS h7h01 

arm n Acosta 
M.ln,lg<•r 

(785) h2 -2822 
www.p<•<•rl( styr<'< o.< om 

Your Full 
Service 

Financial 
Institution 



heat 
Qatng 

Oongrotuloti~, 

0~ o/'20 12 Gr~tesl 

PRESIDENT Sharon (Schoenberger) Sommers 71 
VICE-PRESIDENT John LaShell '71 

SECRETARY Elaine King '62 
TREASURER Grant Merritt '59 
HISTORIAN JoAnn (Nelson) Schoenthaler '47 

SPECIAL CoMM. Edna "Loflin" Hansen '60 

City of 
Ellis 

815 Jefferson 
Ellis, KS 67637 
www.ellis.ks.us 
785-726-4812 

ttr<ttD 
~~ ~ 

0 & ~ 
Mexlc:an~ 

.=V«:>«:~s 

~5 Y A.RS ,,,,.., .... 

derma log , P. 

2714 Plaza Avenue 

Hays, Kansas 6760 

(785) 625-7546 
Donald K. Tillman Jr., D.O. 

atmosphere 
and the history on 

their walls ." 
- Katelyn Herl l 



KE E ER 
0RTHODO TICS 

ROBLRI 0. Kl f 1f R DDS MS 

8th Street 
Coin Laundry 
Alan Gabel, Manager 

Hays, KS 

-Anderson Wichman Attorneys at Law 

-Kathy's Kountry Kut 

-Lewis Toyota, Ford, Lincoln, Mercury 

1012 EAST 29TH 
HAYS, KA SAS 67637 
Pt 101 JE: 785.625.9714 

1024 Washington St. 
Ellis, KS 67637 

(785) 726-2646 
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Western Metal Company 
Post Frame and Metal Building Supply 

David (WD) Hook 

433 E. 8th St. 
P.O. Box 1758 
Hays, KS 67601 

785.726.1717 
1.800.770.2725 

FAX: 1.800.605.0333 

• tfG~(:lQb 
President 

Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Dava Gaschler 

Wanda Younger 

Rose Tway 

Trish Groff 

"Taco Shop's 
cheese is cheesy." 
-Ryan Downing13 

403 Ea t 12th St. 
Elli , KS 67637 
(785) 726- 3425 

124 West 9th St. Hays KS, 67601 
{785) 628-2700 




















