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When students return to school this fall, their smiles 
should be a little easier to see. According to the 

BEA’s new health and safety plan, approved by the Board of 
Education on July 27, face coverings are no longer required 
in district buildings. The plan codifies the lifting of the 
requirement that occurred on June 28, when the state mask 
mandate ended. 

Although the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) recommended on July 27 that everyone wear a mask 
in school, regardless of vaccination status, Pennsylvania 
Governor Tom Wolf stated that his administration was not 
considering the reinstatement of a statewide mandate on 
mask wearing. 

The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) 
mandated that all districts submit their updated Health and 
Safety Plans for safe reopening of schools by July 30, 2021. 
Required components of the plans included a description of 
how each district would implement COVID-19 prevention 
and mitigation policies according to the latest guidelines 
from the CDC,  ensure continuity of services, and maintain 
the health and safety of students and staff. As part of the 
plans, each district was required to include a description of 
how it would address nine specific issues such as masks, 
physical distancing, and contact tracing. 

According to Superintendent Scott Graham, the lifted 
mask mandate is just one step towards creating a school 
environment that will be “as normal as possible” during the 
2021–2022 school year. Other changes include a return to 
conventional cafeteria service and seating, in-person student 
teachers who have been vaccinated, and the use of school 
buildings by outside groups. During the summer, school 
buildings were used for Extended School Year (ESY), 

Summer School, and Camp Invention. Masks were optional, 
and lunches, provided through the district’s partnership with 
the YMCA program, were “grab-and-go.”

Another noticeable modification in the new plan is the 
elimination of the virtual and hybrid instruction options for 
students. For the 2021–2022 school year, BEA will return to 
its standard model of in-person instruction or enrollment in 
the Bald Eagle Area Cyber Academy. 

Virtual instruction will not disappear entirely, however. 
According to Mr. Graham, contact tracing and quarantines 
will still be required when district students or staff contract 
COVID-19. Classes will be live streamed only to students 
affected by COVID quarantines.

The district’s plan notes that policies are subject to 
change in response to updated state or federal mandates. 
A copy of the plan can be found on the main page of the 
district website (beasd.org).

Superintendent’s 
Message
Scott Graham
scott.graham@beasd.org
(814) 355-4860
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Looking Ahead 
to a New School 

Year

All BEA students will receive free breakfast 
and lunch for the 2021–2022 school year. 

In April, the United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) extended waivers 
providing for free meals to all students during 
the pandemic. The current waivers are in 
force until June 30, 2022.

Note: The information on this page was current as of  August 
6. Due to the constantly changing nature of the pandemic 
and state and federal regulations, it is possible that some of 
the information may be outdated by the time that the edition 
has reached your mailbox. Please check the district website 
(beasd.org) or Facebook page for complete details and the 
most recent updates.

William Jodon, Peyton Covalt, and 
Kason Fisher run during BEA's Eagle 
Olympics, held on May 4 at Alumni 
Stadium. See the back cover for more 
information about Eagle Olympics, 
Eagle Fest, and Spring Fest.

www.beasd.org

It has been a very busy summer 
leading up to the 2021–2022 school 
year.  Recently, the Board passed the 
district’s Safety Plan for 2021–2022.  
The major piece that most people are 
interested in is that masks will not be 
mandated by the district.  The governor 
has already come out publicly and 
stated the state will not be mandating 
masks.  While we will be monitoring 
the pandemic and its effect on our 
district and communities, we want to 
get back to a sense of “normalcy” with 
our students and staff.  Hopefully, we 
will be able to do so throughout the 
upcoming year.

The district has received over 
$3,000,000 in federal funding as part of 
the government’s response to COVID.  
We will be utilizing that money to 
help students with learning recovery, 
providing summer and after-school 
programs, adding staff to provide 
counseling and mental health support, 
as well as a second MTSS (Multi-
Tiered Support System) coordinator, 
who will be working with the middle 
and high schools, and an additional 
Reading Intervention teacher at 
Wingate Elementary.  Additionally, we 
will be looking at expanding our air 
filtration units in the offices and other 
larger areas in the school buildings, 
and we continue to look for ways to 
provide additional broadband coverage 
to those areas where there is poor or no 
coverage currently.

We have had several staff changes 
over the summer due to retirement and 
staff leaving for other opportunities.  
Both the elementary and middle/high 
schools will be welcoming several 
new faces this upcoming year.  As I 
am writing this article, we are still 
in the process of hiring staff for the 
upcoming year.  New teachers will 
participate in Induction Day on August 
10, and all teachers will participate in 
in-service days on August 16 and 17.  

After a break for the Grange Fair, all 
staff will report on Monday, August 30, 
and students will be back to school on 
Tuesday, August 31.

One of my personal goals this 
year is to be in the classrooms more.  
I also am looking forward to attending 
extracurricular activities.  I am hopeful 
my role as Pandemic Coordinator can 
be significantly reduced this year, and 
I can focus more on education and 
making personal connections with both 
students and staff.

As I stated last year, I have an 
“Open Door Policy” and will be 
keeping you informed of important 
information that is happening in the 
district.  Although sometimes people 
may not always like “the message,” 
I received positive comments about 
keeping the public informed of school 
and district issues last year.  Please feel 
free to contact me anytime, and I will 
respond to you as quickly as possible.

I was hoping that we could start 
the 2021–2022 year with COVID in 
our rearview mirror.  Unfortunately, 
that is not the case.  Please remain 
vigilant, and if your child is sick, keep 
them home.  The best way we can attain 
the goal of “normalcy” is everyone 
working together to make sure that 
we keep COVID out of our schools.  I 
was extremely pleased, overall, of the 
cooperation and understanding parents 
and especially students showed last 
year.  I was also very proud of our staff 
for putting forth a tremendous effort 
to keep schools open for business 
much of the year and taking on extra 
roles and duties to keep everyone safe 
and educate our students.  I would be 
remiss if I did not thank staff, students, 
and parents for all their hard work and 
sacrifices that were made last year.  

I am personally looking forward to 
the start of the new school year.  Enjoy 
the remaining days of summer and get 
ready for a great school year!

Free Meals for 2021–2022 
School Year

Right: Custodian Robert Lose puts the final touches on a classroom 
in preparation for the new school year.
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BEA’s district offices have fresh landscaping this year, thanks to 
BEA High School agriculture students. On May 5, Mr. Todd 

Biddle’s Horticulture students removed old plants such as hostas and 
daylilies, rehoming many of them to the school community. New 
plants such as Knock Out Roses and Green Velvet Boxwood were 
planted, following a design that students created using SketchUp 3D 
design software. 

Before the design was completed, students surveyed district office 
staff, asking for feedback on plant choices. Concerns about issues such 
as spider mites on spruces led to their replacement in the final design. 

Earlier in the spring, students  had prepared the property for the 
new landscaping. On April 14, Mr. Jade Thompson led Forestry and 
Horticulture students in cleaning up trees from the property. Due to 
the presence of power lines on the property, the trees had previously 
been cut by a professional company.

District Offices Receive 
Updated Landscaping

Vaccine Clinics

BEA Partners with YMCA 
Anti-Hunger Program

The Bald Eagle Area School District has a long-standing relationship 
with the Centre County YMCA Anti-Hunger Program. According to 

YMCA Anti-Hunger Program Director Mel Curtis, “There has been one 
goal since the partnership developed: To make sure children and families 
have the opportunity to receive food they needed. Through COVID, we 
have seen food insecurity grow drastically in families that never faced it in 
the past.”

 During the 2020–2021 school year, BEA administrators, teachers, and 
staff worked with the Anti-Hunger Program to provide Farmers to Families 
boxes of food to families in the district. These distributions occurred in the 
parking lot of the high school, starting shortly after the end of the school 
day. “These events were nothing short of amazing. We handed out over 
4,800 boxes of food to families in the events,” says Curtis. The program 
ended at the end of the Federal Fiscal Year in June. 

The YMCA annual summer  lunch program has continued at all BEA 
elementary schools, with grab-and-go lunches being offered this year. In 
addition, the program has offered special events called the “Free to be Me” 
summer tour. These events, a partnership with the Jana Marie Foundation, 
include games and activities and food from the “Travelin’ Table.” Curtis 
states, “Our goal is to create excitement for the children and get them 
active. We also provide snow cones for the children throughout the day.”  
The events have been held from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM. 

 Throughout the school year, the Backpack Program will continue in 
each district school building. This program provides backpacks of weekend 
food for students, including breakfast, lunch, and dinner items, as well as a 
snack for Saturday and Sunday. If schools are closed for an extended time, 
additional food is provided. According to Curtis, the program has been very 
successful since it was started within the district. 

On July 22, in partnership with Centre 
Volunteers in Medicine, BEA offered 

the second dose of the Pfizer vaccine or 
the single dose of the Johnson and Johnson 
vaccine to community members aged 12 
and older. First doses of the Pfizer vaccine 
were offered on July 1. According to event 
director Mrs. Annette Threeton, the district 
wanted to provide a location closer to home 
for those community members who wanted 
the vaccine. Around 40 people received 
vaccines.

This clinic was just the most recent 
in a series of steps taken by the district to 
help district employees and community 
members to receive immunization against 
COVID-19. On March 30, BEA offered its 
first on-site clinic for the community, in 
partnership with Boalsburg Apothecary. The 
clinic provided vaccinations to over 300 
community members in Phase 1A. Second 
shots were provided in a follow-up clinic in 
April.

In late winter and early spring, the 
district partnered with neighboring 
districts to help district employees receive 
vaccinations. On February 9, staff members 
who were in Phase 1A were able to receive 
the first dose of the Moderna vaccine at the 
Bellefonte Area High School, with a second 
dose provided in March. After Governor 
Wolf’s announcement that the state’s 
allocation of the single-dose Johnson & 
Johnson vaccines would go to school staff, 
unvaccinated employees were able to attend 
a clinic at Mount Nittany Middle School in 
the State College Area School District. 

Health safety and well being of students and staff:
• Purchase of
 •  Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
 •  Sanitation supplies as needed

Facility Improvements:
• Use of ESSER II (earlier COVID relief) funds for facility 

improvements
• Option to use ARP funds if needed

Technology:
• Update and replace Chromebooks, cases, headphones
• Virtual course software (Kami, Firewall, Google 

Workspace for Education Plus)
• Zoom license
• Connectivity for students experiencing homelessness 

and foster care students

Social Emotional Supports:
• Training for staff in restorative practices
• Addition of full-time Social Emotional Clinician
• Addition of School Counselor
• Addition of MTSS Coordinator for grades 6-12
• Addition of Reading Intervention Teacher

Academics: 
• Implement Summer School activities to enrich students 

in the area of Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts 
and Mathematics (STEAM)

• Provide after-school programs related to STEAM 
throughout the school year

• Provide after-school tutoring programs for Tier 2 
students in grades K-8

Board Vacancy

At its July 27 meeting, the BEA 
Board of Directors accepted the 

resignation of board member Mrs. 
Alesha Gavlock, effective August 
31, 2021. Applications to fill the 
vacancy were being accepted from 
Mountaintop area residents until 
August 10. The position expires on 
December 6, 2021.  

American Rescue Plan Funding
The American Rescue Plan (ARP) offered one-time funding from the federal government to address the many impacts 
of COVID-19 on pre-K through 12 education. Each district's allocation is based on the federal Title I-A funds received by 
the district in fiscal year 2020 under the Every Student Succeeds Act. The district's plan for the use of ARP Funds should 
consider both individual schools and districtwide activities based on student need. Bald Eagle Area School District's ARP 
allocation is $2,310,978.00, with 20% ($462,196.00) reserved for summer learning, enrichment programs, and extended 
school year activities.  The district's  plan was presented during a stakeholder meeting on July 19, 2021. BEA plans to use 
the ARP funds until September 2024, or until funds are exhausted.  

BEA's Plan to Use Funds, by Approved Categories
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Despite a delay due to heavy rains and 
lightning, the Bald Eagle Area Class 
of 2021 graduated on the evening of 
May 26. 

Class President Skylar Schulz, 
Valedictorian Meghan Ishler, and 
Salutatorian Sarah Holler spoke to 
their classmates under a light rain 
illuminated by the lights of Alumni 
Stadium.

In order to comply with CDC 
COVID guidelines, each student 
received  an allotment of tickets for 
guests, who sat in their own marked 
sections of the bleachers or stood in 
designated spaces along the track. 

Highest Honors     Grace Wagner
Highest Honors     Sunni Rice
Highest Honors     Amayah Fogleman
Highest Honors     Rachel Veneziano
Honors  Award    Julia Patcyk
Honors Awards     Zebulon Fry
Honors Awards     Hannah Ternent
Honors Awards     Alexis Skripek
Honors Awards     Georgia Cingle
United States Air Force Award  Meghan Ishler
U. S. Marine Corps Awards 
 Scholastic Excellence Award  Meghan Ishler
 Semper Fidelis Award  Elyssa Greene
 Distinguished Athlete Award  Zebulon Fry
 Distinguished Athlete Award  Sarah Holler
The Richard M. Sharp Memorial Award  Meghan Ishler
Good Citizen Awards   Zebulon Fry
     Rachel Veneziano
Attendance Awards     Everett Herr
     Julia Patcyk
Union Grange #325 Achievement Awards Ben Fischer
     Olivia Pytel
Clarence American Legion Auxiliary Award Alexis Skripek
Eleanor M. Bisbee Memorial Scholarship Ashlee Gill
The Bisbee Project Scholarship for Service  Dillon Barnyak
Wingate Community Service Awards  Jack Nesmith
     Autumn Bickhart
Our Lady of the Mountain-Knights of Columbus
     Council Awards    Zebulon Fry
     Sarah Holler
James K. Bickel Memorial Band Award  Tyler Williams
Mountaintop English Award   Amayah Fogleman
Mountaintop Social Studies Award  Zebulon Fry
Pizza Mia Entrepreneur Spirit Award  Ashlee Gill
Snow Shoe VFW Post 5644 Auxiliary Award Makena Baney
Bald Eagle  Soccer Award   Shane Eveleth
Gary Confer Memorial Awards  Ayden Jodon
     Elyssa Greene

Student Government Activities Scholarships Sarah Holler
     Skylar Shultz
Gerald R. Wiser Memorial Scholarship  Zebulon Fry
Military Appreciation Award (Marine)  Luke Roan
Military Appreciation Award (Army)  Dillon Barnyak
Military Appreciation Award (Army)  Justin Benner
Catholic Daughters of Americas-
     Court Rev. Patrick McArdle #448 
     Outstanding  Senior Award  Adrienne Basalla
"Pappy" Tom Tedrow Volleyball Award  Madison Eckley
Bellefonte Women of the Moose Chapter 151 
Community Service Award   Rebecca Dean
County Stars in FFA & Agricultural Program Ashlee Gill
     Kylie Swartz
FFA Achievement Awards   Everett Herr
     Ashlee Gill
D.A.R. Excellence in American History Award Sarah Holler
Art Award    Carter Rhoades
The Dr. Barry Bowe Memorial Award  Lucas McCloskey
Mays Korman Memorial Award - 
    Port Matilda Grange #1284   Kylie Swartz
WoodmenLife #691 American History Award Meghan Ishler
D.A.R. Good Citizen Award   Rachel Veneziano
Port Matilda, Worth, or Huston Township Award Julia Patcyk
     Grace Wagner
Howard Area Scholastic Award   Hannah Ternent
Robert G. Millward Memorial Award  Dillon Barnyak
The Doug Crater Memorial Award  Zebulon Fry
Mountaintop Scholastic Award  Sarah Holler
Allen T. Weaver Memorial Scholarship  Sarah Holler
Bellefonte Intervalley Area C of C 
     Business Award    Noah Williamson
Walter L. McClincy Memorial Awards  Zebulon Fry
     Rachel Veneziano
Carol Alexander Scholarship for Business 
     and Community Service   Skylar Shultz
Terry Alexander Scholarship for Carpentry 
     and Family Business   Tyler Bumbarger
Eagle Cheer Scholarship   Madilynn Spicer
Tiffany Bratton Memorial Scholarship  Madison Eckley
The Timothy Van Orman Award  Meghan Ishler
Nittany Leatherneck Semper-Fi-Award  Luke Roan
Norman B. Fisher Memorial Award for Baseball Kyler Cunningham
Gary Spain Coaches Awards    Kyler Cunningham
     Rachel Veneziano
Steven R. Dorman Memorial Athletic Awards Cooper Gilham
     Tyler Bumbarger
Timothy R. Gates Memorial Award  Cooper Gilham
Centre County Pomona Grange # 13  Gage Clymer
Katelyn Joy McMonagle Lahr Memorial Award Regina McCloskey
Howard Elementary School and Community 
     Service Awards    Mia Simoneck
     Myles Stover
Carolyn Connelly Memorial Scholarship Zebulon Fry
The Etters/Shope Award   Tyler Williams
The Dennis L. Hanscom Memorial Award Tyler Bumbarger
Jack Jones "Quiet Strength" Memorial Award Ayden Jodon

SALUTATORIAN
Sarah Holler

VALEDICTORIAN
Meghan Ishler

Graduation 2021 Graduation 2021
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Central Pennsylvania
 Institute of Science and Technology Awards

Special Awards
Raelyn C. McGonigal Kiwanis Club of Bellefonte Award
Aydin N. Auman  Arletta Walker Memorial Scholarship
Jared R. Nevel  Arletta Walker Memorial Scholarship 
Lorien C. Farber  NAHB Professional Women in 
                                 Building Council Award
Hunter S. Snoberger David B. Garver Memorial Scholarship
Alexander J. Hartley Outstanding Coop. Education Student

Automotive Science Technology
Darren S. Huyett  Outstanding Student Award
      
Carpentry & Building Construction Technology
Mattix J. Sumner  Col. Donald E. Antes Memorial Award
  
Collision Repair Technology
Cody T. Quick  Most Improved Award
Casey R. May  Outstanding Student Award

Culinary Arts/Food & Beverage Management
Jade B. Rockey  Outstanding Student 

Emergency Services
Justin L. Benner  Pleasant Gap Rotary Club Award

Heavy Equipment Operation Technology
Matthew M. McCloskey Ronald J. Gummo, Sr. Memorial Award
Noah T. Gasper  Dylan Thomas Swank Scholarship
Tyler R. Bumbarger Tyler Rogers Memorial Scholarship 

Horticulture/Landscaping
Benjamin D. Fischer  Outstanding FFA Student
Jack R. Nesmith    Outstanding FFA Student
  
Information Technology/CISCO  
Maddisen J. Hilgar  Women in IT Award 
Ratanathida Phiset  Women in IT Award
Alex J. Stimer  Excellence in Technology Award
   Outstanding Student Award

Precision Machine Technology  
Hunter S. Snoberger  Pleasant Gap Rotary Club Award
   Outstanding Student Award 

Cooper E. Cody Memorial Scholarships Gage Clymer 
     Elyssa Greene 
     Everett Herr 
     Mikayla Irvin 
     Casey May 
     Lucas McCloskey
     Olivia Ott
     Carter Rhoades
     Mia Simoneck
     Myles Stover
First National Bank Business Education Award Skylar Shultz
Bellefonte Knights of Columbus Council Award Luke Barnhart
Lycoming College Scholarship  Brynne Bisel
Leo T. Bomboy, Sr. Memorial Awards  Gabriel Millward
     Raelyn McGonigal
Class of 1962 Award   Mya Fox
Snow Shoe Lions Club Nursing Scholarship Georgia Cingle
Snow Shoe Lions Club Awards Regular  Sarah Holler
     Zebulon Fry
Snow Shoe Lions Club Awards CPI  Raelyn McGonigal
     Nathaniel Spicer
Howard Area Lions Club Leo Award    Raelyn McGonigal
Centre County Bar Association Award 
     for Civic Responsibility   Zebulon Fry
Kiwanis Leadership Award   Anastasia Frank
Ashley McClain Memorial Softball Scholarship Madison Eckley
Tyler Rogers Memorial Awards  Alexis Rogers
     Cole Parsons
South Hills School of Business & Technology 
     Excellence & Community Service Award Sarah Holler
BEA Football 1st and 10 Club Annual Senior 
     Academic Achievement Award  Gage Watson
The Rex G. McCloskey Drama Awards  Cassidy Smith
     Alex Hartley
John Philip Sousa Award   Meghan Ishler
Louis Armstrong Jazz Award   Joseph Lange
Fred Waring Director's Award for Chorus Cassidy Smith
National School Choral Award  Harley Parks
BEA Music Booster Club Choral Awards Cassidy Smith
     Harley Parks
BEA Music Booster Club Band Awards  Rebecca Dean
     Mia Simoncek
BEA Wrestling Club Award   Cooper Gilham
BEA Boys Basketball Booster Club 
     Howie Chambers Memorial Award  Everett Herr
Harvey "Cork" Cunningham Lady Eagle 
     Soccer Scholarship   Sarah Holler
Music Dept. Scholastic Achievement Award Meghan Ishler
Elks Academic Service Award  Sunni Rice
Outstanding Student in Environmental Science  Everett Herr
BEA Class of 1964 Memorial Scholarship Zebulon Fry
Reverend A. John Perna Achievement Award  Connor Roberts
2020–2021 BEA Football Scholar Athlete Zebulon Fry
Howard Chambers Jr. Memorial Baseball Award Dillon Barnyak
James H. Snyder Memorial Awards  Zebulon Fry
     Sarah Holler
Dennis Spotts Memorial Award  Everett Herr
Norman “Cork” Womer Awards  Ayden Jodon

Norman “Cork” Womer Award  Elyssa Greene
Scholar/Athlete Award   Sarah Holler
Soaring Eagle Award   Elyssa Greene
BEA Baseball Coaches Award  Myles Stover
Burl Flick Memorial Athletic Awards
 Baseball    Noah Williamson
 Bocce Ball   Connor Roberts
 Boys Basketball      Ayden Jodon
 Boys Basketball      Everett Herr
 Girls  Basketball      Sarah Holler
 Competion Cheer   Madilyn Spicer
 Girls Cross Country       Raelyn McGonigal
 Football    Kyler Cunningham
 Golf    Luke Barnhart
 Boys Soccer   Shane Eveleth
 Girls Soccer   Rachel Veneziano
 Softball    Madison Peters
 Boys Track   Zebulon Fry
 Girls Track   Sarah Holler
 Girls Track   Rachel Veneziano
 Volleyball   Lexi Skripek
 Wrestling    Cooper Gilham
Andrew R. (Andy) Jodon Memorial Scholarship  Tyler Bumbarger
Betty Alexander-Norfolk Memorial Scholarship Olivia Pytel
Mount Nittany Medical Center Scholarship Ashlee Gill
Lester J. Horton Memorial Scholarship  Kyler Cunningham
Howard Area Lions Club Memorial Scholarship Hannah Ternent
Port Matilda High School Alumni 
     1905-1956 Award   Anastasia Frank
     Edna Jane Kelly Anderson Memorial Kylie Swartz
     Arlene Lorraine Anderson Smith Memorial Grace Wagner
Howard Civic Club Award   Everett Herr
Principal’s Leadership and Service Award Meghan Ishler
Milesburg Lions Club Industrial 
     Technology Award   Sutton Thompson
Milesburg Lions Club Leo Club Award  Raelyn McGonigal
Timothy Borger Memorial Scholarship  Sarah Holler
Rex G. McCloskey Memorial Scholarship Award Mia Simoneck
Jacob Purcell Memorial Scholarship  Cooper Gilham
Centre County Sports Hall of Fame Awards Cooper Gilham
     Alexis Skripek
Connelly/McCloskey Education Scholarship  Skylar Shultz
Elks Past Exalted Ruler Community 
     Service Award    Grace Wagner
Kari Lynn Schlegel Memorial Band Award Aften Stimer
Marian & Herbert Reed Honorary Scholarship Meghan Ishler
Bellefonte Lodge 206 Loyal Order of Moose Inc Rachel Veneziano
Milesburg American Legion Scholarship Sydney Hill
The Bob and Donna Vallimont Scholarship Zebulon Fry
Bellefonte Lodge #268 of the Free and Accepted 
     Masons' Carl Fisher Memorial Scholarships Zebulon Fry
     Amayah Fogleman
Virginia Higgins Suhey Scholarship  Zebulon Fry
Cooper E. Cody Memorial Scholarships Hunter Snoberger
     Hannah Ternent
David B. Garver Memorial Scholarships  Meghan Ishler
     Sarah Holler
The Next Step Scholarship   Shane Eveleth

For the fifth year running, Bald Eagle Area School District has been 
honored with the Best Communities for Music Education designation 
from The NAMM Foundation for its outstanding commitment to 
music education.  Now in its 22nd year, the Best Communities for 
Music Education designation is awarded to districts that demonstrate 
outstanding achievement in efforts to provide music access and 
education to all students. 

To qualify for the Best Communities designation, the district answered 
detailed questions about funding, graduation requirements, music class 
participation, instruction time, facilities, support for the music program, 
and community music-making programs. Responses were verified with 
school officials and reviewed by The Music Research Institute at the 
University of Kansas.

Senior Awards Senior Awards

Music Program Wins  Recognition for Fifth Year Running
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There was a surprise for Port Matilda 
Elementary students on Thursday, 

May 27, the day before school let out 
for the summer.

As applause to the students for 
making it through a different and 
sometimes trying year, Port Matilda 
staff organized an outside carnival 
for the entire student body to enjoy. 
Preparations were kept secret until 
the morning of the 27th, when  the 
students walked into the school to find 
it decorated with balloon arches and 
a festive atmosphere.  According to 
Principal Skip Pighetti, “The students 
definitely had smiles behind their masks 
as they walked into the school.  This 

excitement was contagious throughout 
the day as the students anticipated the 
afternoon fun and games.”

 The event kicked off with students 
and staff lining the playground to cheer 
on the fifth-graders who would soon be 
moving on to middle school.   Later, 
each classroom  visited each of six 
stations in rotation:  relay races, paper 
painting with art teacher Miss Sydney 
Hoffman, a DJ spinning tunes, carnival 
games, lawn games, and a snack area. 

Port Matilda Administrative 
Assistant Bindy Bracken, states, 
“Congratulations Port Matilda on an 
astounding school year!! You earned 
some fun!”

Wingate Students and Staff Spread Their Wings at 
End of School Year

Wingate Elementary School 
students and staff had a 

chance to “spread their Eagle Wings” 
during  the last few weeks of school. 
Principal Mr. Jim Orichosky created 
the activity because he wanted the 
school community to end the year 
on a high note by highlighting their 
accomplishments, whether academic, 
personal, or social.

During the last week of April, 
students and staff members received 
paper eagle feathers on which they 
could record academic achievements, 
good deeds, and other success stories.  

According to kindergarten teacher 
Miss Angela Kellar, some of her 
students wrote about being kind to 
friends, being a good listener, and 
being a good helper. Other feathers 
mentioned novel moments such as 
jumping on the trampoline and trying 
new foods. The feathers were compiled 
into a set of wings on the cafeteria wall, 
where students celebrated the end of 
the year by having their pictures taken 
as they “spread their wings” in front of 
the display.

Mr. Orichosky explained the 
importance of highlighting the 

accomplishments of students and staff: 
“This was such a different school year 
with many ups and downs, but the 
students and staff made the very best 
of all situations. We wanted to make 
sure we ended this school year on a 
positive note because we knew each 
of these young Eagles flew so high this 
school year.  So we came up with the 
idea of taking all the positive things we 
could think of for the year and make 
Eagle wings out of them.  It really was 
a great year with so many good things 
that happened, and it was perfect to 
celebrate them at the end of the year.” 

Port Matilda Elementary Staff Surprise Students 
with Carnival

(Left) Miss Angela 
Kellar's students 
celebrate the end of 
kindergarten in front of 
a display of the Eagle 
Wings. (Right) Sam 
Linden, from Carrie 
Swanger's first-grade 
class, celebrates his 
accomplishments.

Avery Daye enjoys the games at Port 
Matilda Elementary's surprise carnival.

Howard Elementary Students Create Poetry with 
Professional Poet

On March 2, students in Mrs. 
Amber Buchanan’s fifth-grade 

class at Howard Elementary School 
participated in a poetry writing and 
art workshop with poet/mixed media 
artist Michael Nyers. Using the Zoom 
platform, Nyers led the students 
in creating blackout poetry, which 
involves redacting, or “blacking out” 
words in a page of printed text to create 
a poem. 

 During the session, Nyers explained 
the concept of blackout poetry and 
demonstrated the steps. Using books 
that had been discarded by the school, 
students searched for individual pages 
with words that could be combined 
into a poem. Mrs. Buchanan points out 
that the process required the students to 
think critically about how to put words 
together to create a poem that made 

sense. Students then created designs 
to black out the remaining words on 
the page. Most designs matched the 
topic of the poem. According to Mrs. 
Buchanan, students had a great time 
being creative, thinking critically, and 
learning about a new way to express 
themselves through a different type of 
poetry.

 The students enjoyed learning this 
new form of creativity.  Jack Nyman 
says, “Blackout poetry let me create 
a different story from a story that 
already existed.” Kaeleigh Brownson 
appreciates that the art form “takes 
something entirely unexpected and you 
can turn it into a masterpiece of words 
and drawings.”

 Nyers conducts workshops for 
children and adults. According to his 
website, he believes that blackout 

poetry can promote mindfulness and 
creativity, benefiting overall well-being 
and mental health.

Fifth-grader Tanner Pearce works on 
his blackout poetry.

Students at Mountaintop Area 
Elementary School and other 

elementary schools in the district 
had the opportunity to sharpen their 
reading, math, and STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math) 
skills this summer. 

According to BEA Federal Grants 
Coordinator Mr. Nevin Pighetti, the 
district set aside some of its federal 
COVID-19 relief funds to provide 
summer school programming, and any 
student receiving Tier 2 support in the 
district's MTSS program was invited.
Districtwide, 95 students attended, 
including 18 at Mountaintop Area. 
Students received lunch through the 
YMCA Summer Lunch program.

Mountaintop Area teacher Cortney 
Schall says, “Summer learning camp 

was an exciting and engaging three 
weeks! Every day the students had the 
opportunity to read, practice various 
math skills, and engage in writing 
activities. The students’ favorite part of 

the day was our daily STEM activities.”
Student Mackenzie Hilliard 

enjoyed attending the summer camp 

at Mountaintop Area: “I learned to add 
100s in math, and my favorite part was 
STEM.”

The new summer school program 
was not the only opportunity for 
students this summer.The district’s 
Extended School Year program, run 
by the Special Education department, 
served over 60 students at Wingate 
Elementary and the Middle/High 
School. 

July also saw the return of Camp 
Invention, which was held virtually in 
2020. Camp Invention is a weeklong 
day camp for students in kindergarten 
through sixth grade. This year, during 
the week of July 5, students created 
their own inventions to solve real-
world problems while learning STEM 
concepts.

Mountaintop Area Summer Learning Camp Just 
One of Several Summer Opportunities at BEA
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Knox Walker, a student in Ms. 
Crestani's first-grade class at 
Howard Elementary, took third 
place in the Centre County Young 
Author's Contest. Knox's book was 
The Happy Garbage Truck.

Jesse Blair a 
student in Mrs. 
Buchanan's fifth-
grade class at 
Howard Elementary, 
earned an 
Honorable Mention 
in Centre County's 
Library Young 
Author's Contest.

BEA senior Meghan 
Ishler qualified for 
Regional Band.

Hailey Bucha is the 
Northern Region 
FFA Star Farmer 
for Ag Production. 
Hailey won the 
award for her work 
raising rabbits.

BEA Agriculture student Michael 
Lewis took second place in the 
PSU Teach Ag Society contest. 
Michael also placed fifth in the 
state in the FFA Junior Prepared 
Public Speaking competition.

Mason Shay earned a 2021 Learning by Doing Grant. He has used 
the grant to purchase 23 Rhode Island Red hen chicks, materials for a 
coop, and bags of food for the chickens. To stay within budget, Mason 
focused on sustainability in his project, using recycled materials for 
50% of the coop’s siding and installing a solar light to help maintain 
egg production once daylight hours shorten. He hopes to sell eggs, 
using the proceeds to expand his flock and coop. Mason states that 
he is grateful for the grant and has found building the coop and raising 
chickens to be a rewarding experience.

Student Achievements

Alaina Cane, a sophomore at 
the high school, was selected 
as the BEA Hugh O'Brian Youth 
Leadership (HOBY) ambassador. 
HOBY ambassadors participate in 
leadership seminars to prepare for 
lives devoted to leadership, service, 
and innovation.

2021 
Learning 
by Doing 
Grant 
Winner

Americans are becoming increasingly concerned about food production. The world’s 
population is growing at an exponential rate while less land and resources are 

available to grow food. Much of our food is not produced sustainably or locally and has 
an extensive nitrogen, carbon, or water footprint.  The future of agriculture is challenged 
with the need to produce more food on less land. Innovative ways such as growing food in 
urban areas, greenhouses, and vertically are being explored.

Thanks to the hard work of two students, Cale Rice (Grade 9) and Calvin Dechow 
(Grade 11), with the help of Mrs. Tracy Boone and Mr. Todd Biddle, the district received 
an Ag and Youth Grant for a new hydroponics/vertical agriculture system at the Bald Eagle 
Area Middle/High School to help meet these challenges in agriculture while providing 
hands-on learning experiences for  BEA students. 

The project has the following goals:
• Educate students in the production of quality food under the supervision and regulations 

of the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture. Good agricultural practices (GAP) 
will be established and followed in the production of these crops.  Middle and high 
school students will have access to integrated, multidisciplinary experiences that 
involve STEM and College and Career Ready standards.

• Teach students to produce food using alternative methods and to become prepared for 
current and future careers in agriculture.

• Assist the district in developing a Pennsylvania Harvest of the Month program for 
our school lunch program.  The school cafeteria and Family and Consumer Science 
teachers will be supplied with fresh produce to be used for meals and student projects 
throughout the school year.

• Implement outreach to elementary students. The hydroponic and vertical agriculture 
initiatives can be used to help elementary students meet science standards covered in 
their Next Generation FOSS science units.

• Expand new Supervised Agriculture Experiences for students involved in the 
agriculture career pathway.
The commercially available systems used will be a ZipGrow Education Rack, a Tower 

Garden system, and a Crop King system.  The combination of these systems will expose 
students to the diverse ways to grow food vertically and hydroponically while fostering 
new and creative ideas for student-created expansion in the future. 

 Once the  system is operating, the value of students being able to choose and eat 
a produce product in their school cafeteria with the label “HomeGrown at BEA” will 
provide connection to learning and ownership of the program. Hydroponically grown 
greens may be utilized by our cafeterias as the base of salads, and other produce grown 
within the BEA Ag hydroponic project will add variety and fresh just-picked nutritive 
value to the school cafeteria food offerings.

Supplementing Middle/ High 
School Lunches with Fresh 

Hydroponically Grown Produce 
for the 2021–2022 School Year

Fifth-grade students in Bald 
Eagle Area elementary 
schools received guidance 
and encouragement for their 
transition to middle school, 
in a book of letters written 
by sophomores in Ms. Amy 
Nearhoof’s English classes 
and by members of the 
middle/high school staff. 

As a class project, Ms. 
Nearhoof’s students wrote 
letters sharing their own 
middle school experiences 
and offering advice on 
topics such as making new 
friends, handling a locker 
combination, and changing 
classes throughout the day. 

After sophomores 
submitted their letters to 
Ms. Nearhoof, the Honors 
English 10 class read each 
one and suggested edits 
to the original authors.
The final copies, along with 
letters from Principal Jack 
Tobias and other members 
of the middle/high school 
staff, were compiled into 
bound books, which were 
distributed to each fifth-grade 
student.

High School 
Students Offer 

Advice on 
Transition to 

Middle School

“The best advice 
I can give is that 
if you’re having 
trouble making 
new friends, join a 
sport or club that 
sounds fun to you.” 
Nate Fry
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Cooper Gilham will wrestle for Lycoming 
College.

(Top left) Mara Hockenberry was named Second Team All-State Outfielder. 
(Right) Alaina Cane finished in the top three of her two events at the District 6 
AA Swimming Championships. (Bottom left to right) Sarah Holler and Owen 
Irvin qualified for the PIAA AA Track and Field meet.

Lexi Skripek will play volleyball for Penn 
State.

BEA Athletes to Play 
at Collegiate Level

Brynne Bisel will play volleyball for 
Lycoming College.

Sports Highlights

Maegan King will play softball for Mount 
Aloysius College.

Howard Elementary Pollinator Garden
By Cale Rice, Todd Biddle, and 2021 Agriculture class

BEA's softball team took the Mountain League title. The team then took second 
place in the District 6 AAA playoffs and made it to the first round of the PIAA 
AAA tournament.

This past school year, the high school horticulture class, 
middle school agriculture students, and Mrs. Margaret 

Bonson’s fifth-grade class at Howard Elementary School 
completed a two-phase collaborative project focused on 
solutions to the national pollinator decline.    The first phase 
involved Michael Lewis, a ninth grade student, presenting 
four pollinator lessons to the fifth-graders.  In the second 
phase, the horticulture class helped the fifth-graders to plant 
and maintain their own pollinator garden.

In October, ninth-grade student Cale Rice began 
planning the Howard pollinator garden by creating a plan 
for completion of project tasks, including creation, approval, 
and implementation of the design. This process involved 
collaborative efforts with the Penn State Master Gardeners, 
the BEASD maintenance crew, agriculture teacher Mr. Todd 
Biddle, Superintendent Mr. Scott Graham, and stakeholders 
at Howard Elementary School.

The first step was to find a site for the garden with full 
sun and easy access to water. It also needed to be convenient 
for classes to walk to and far enough from the road to avoid 
getting covered by snow from plows in the winter. From 

there, Cale created a survey of potential plants and ideas for 
the visual layout, including the type of path that would run 
through the garden. He sent the form to all the stakeholders 
and to Pam Ford, Penn State Master Gardener, for feedback. 
After the plan’s approval, parent Jodi Rice, Cale, and Mr. 
Biddle went to Howard and created the basic layout with 
landscape fabric to suppress the weeds before the planting 
date. Then over the next week, the list of plants needed 
was compiled and ordered from various greenhouses and 
nurseries. 

On May 12, several middle and high school students, 
Mr. Biddle, and the Howard fifth-grade class began the 
planting process after the path and plants were laid out. 
Some of the older students directed fifth-graders in watering 
the plants, spreading the mulch, and cutting holes in the 
landscape fabric for the plants. A second planting date was 
held on May 26 to finish the annual plantings and to add final 
touches to the garden.

Like the middle/high school garden adjacent to the 
agriculture room, this garden is a satellite garden of the 
Snetsinger Butterfly Garden, Tudek Park, State College, PA.

The BEA Drama Club presented 
the 2021 Spring Musical, Disney's 

Freaky Friday, on April 22-24.
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Bald Eagle Area High School student Grace Stem has made 
her mark on wrestling, becoming the first girl to wrestle for 
BEA, spearheading an effort to have girls’ wrestling added 
to the district’s program, and recently traveling to Budapest, 
Hungary, to wrestle in the Cadet World Championships. 

Recently, Grace reflected on her journey as a wrestler.

Tell us about your trip to Hungary. 

This July I traveled to Budapest, Hungary, to wrestle in the 
Cadet World Championships. It was a unique experience, 
and one that I will remember for the rest of my life. Although 
I didn’t perform as well as I’d hoped, I’m still very thankful 
for the opportunity, and it was an honor to be a part of the 
team. Also, I’d like to thank the Bald Eagle Area coaching 
staff, BEA wrestling fans, and community for all their 
support. I couldn’t have done it without them. 

How long have you been wrestling, and how did 
you first get involved? 

This was my fourth year wrestling. I wrestled for a few 
months when I was in fourth grade, but broke my arm in my 

first match. My parents didn’t let me start wrestling again 
until eighth grade, and what got me back into it was a girls’ 
club Brad Patacky had started over in Philipsburg. The club 
only lasted for a short period of time; however, the interest 
stuck with me, so I started wrestling on the junior high boys’ 
team. However, my family has always been huge wrestling 
fans, so I suppose that’s where my interest initially came 
from. 

Do you currently wrestle on the school (boys’) 
team as well as on a girls’ team, individually as a 
girl, or all of the above? 

During the boys’ folkstyle season, I wrestle on the varsity 
team just like the guys. When the season is over, I wrestle 
individually in girls’  tournaments, and sometimes I am asked 
to wrestle for a girls’ team for some dual team tournaments. 
My dad coaches me when I wrestle in individual girls’ 
tournaments. 

Tell me about the process of getting girls’ wrestling 
sanctioned by the school district.

With the help of my coaches, and the support of Bald Eagle 
Area wrestling families, Coach Guenot and I presented the 
idea to the school board for approval. I am grateful for the 
support of the school board, and I want to thank them for 
making this happen. My hope is that many girls come out to 
try their hand at wrestling and see how rewarding and fun it 
can be. For my senior year at Bald Eagle, I plan to continue 
to compete against the boys during the season. 

What have been your major accomplishments?

2021 PA Girls’  State Champ, 4x All American, 2x National 
Champion, Cadet World Team Member

Grace Stem Makes Her
Mark on BEA Athletics

BEA 12th District in State 
to Adopt Girls’ Wrestling

At its June 17 meeting, the BEA school board approved the addition of girls’ wrestling to the sports 
offered by the district. BEA became the 12th district in the state to start a girls’ wrestling program. 
Wrestler Grace Stem, with assistance from BEA wrestling coach Ron Guenot, took the lead in gauging 
interest and presenting the case for the sport to the board.

“The BEA Wrestling Program is extremely excited for this adventure and for the opportunity to 
grow girls’ wrestling in our community as well as our state,” stated Mr. Guenot.   “We would like to 
thank the school board and administration for their support.  Wrestling is such an important part of 
BEA’s history, and we are grateful for the chance to add to that with a Girls’ Wrestling Program.”  

According to SanctionPA, an advocacy initiative for girls’ wrestling, 21 states have officially 
sponsored the sport. The PIAA requires that 100 schools form teams before they sanction the sport 
and create a state championship. 

What do you like about wrestling?

My favorite thing about wrestling is that you don’t have 
to be special to do it. You don’t need to be tall, or fast, or 
strong, boy or girl. The only thing wrestling requires is hard 
work. If you put in 100% effort, no matter if you win or 
lose, you’ve already succeeded. I also love how intense and 
difficult it is. There’s no other sport that tests your willpower 
like wrestling. 

How have others responded to you? 

I have had so much support from my family, school, peers, 
friends, and all of the wrestling community. I am so grateful 
to have everyone there for me as I continue through my 
wrestling career. From the very beginning, everyone has 
shown me nothing but love and kindness through the ups 
and downs. 

Are you involved in any other activities?

I focus most of my time on getting stronger and improving 
my wrestling. 

How did COVID affect your training and 
competing?

COVID was more beneficial than harmful for my training. 
While it did limit my competition through the summer 
and winter, it allowed me to focus more on improving my 
technique, and I was able to focus on lifting to get stronger. 

My club, M2, remained open through most of quarantine, 
with preventative measures, so I was still given the 
opportunity to train. 

What are your post high school plans?

After high school I plan to continue wrestling at the collegiate 
level. I don’t have any specific schools in mind as of now. 
My goal is to be an Olympic champion. 

Finesse Photography-Carlos Diaz

Finesse Photography-Carlos Diaz
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District Directory
 Administrative Offices
 751 S. Eagle Valley Road, Wingate, PA
    Superintendent of Schools  (814) 355-4860
    Business Office   (814) 355-5516
    Curriculum/Instruction Director  (814) 355-5731
    Elementary Director  (814) 355-3737
    Food Service   (814) 355-8068
    Plant Supervisor   (814) 355-4860
    Special Education  (814) 355-5731
    Transportation   (814) 355-5516
      

 Elementary Schools
    Howard Elementary  (814) 625-2423
    Mountaintop Area Elementary  (814) 387-6861
    Port Matilda Elementary    (814) 692-7429
    Wingate Elementary  (814) 355-4872
    

 Middle/High School
    Principal   (814) 355-4868
    Athletic Director   (814) 355-5721
    Attendance Office  (814) 355-5721
    Guidance Office   (814) 355-4629

 Central Pennsylvania Institute of
     Science & Technology  (814) 359-2793

 Board of School Directors
   Tina Greene, President and CPI Representative 
   Molly Hoover, Vice-President and PIAA Board Member  
   Timothy Nilson, Secretary 
   Mary Ann Hamilton, Treasurer and CPI Representative 
   Gary Heverly, PSBA Legislative Liaison
   Mark S. Kresovich, CIU10 Representative 
   Adam Frank
   Alesha Gavlock
   Jason Penland
     

Culinary Corner
Stephanie Gardner 

FCS Teacher

Spring 2021 has been a great semester for the foods classes.  The students 
of the Foods Around the World classes have had a very successful 

semester despite the COVID setbacks.  Out of the various destinations and 
ports of call studied, there were two favorites:  cannoli on our tour of Italy 
and General Tso Chicken on our visit to Asia.  Our students put their heart, 
soul and love of new food on display quite well.  As the year ended,  students 
learned a lot about culture, geography, availability of natural resources, and 
relinquishing fear of trying something new to good use.  I say goodbye to my 
seniors and hope that they will put the culinary skills to use in their future 
and new paths uncharted.

Gavin Eckley, Madison Perry, and Michael Snyder display a platter of cannoli.

Outgoing Miss BEA Skylar Shultz’s tenure as Miss BEA was unlike any other. 
With the school closure in the spring of 2020, the traditional speech assembly 
morphed into a Zoom session wth Miss BEA candidates presenting to teachers. 
The winning candidate was announced through a video sent by email rather 
than through another assembly.

Shortly after the video was released, a bouquet of roses was delivered 
to Skylar’s house, and Mrs. Diane Lucas, along with Skylar’s escort, Kyler 
Cunningham, arrived to present her with her crown. Kyler’s sister, Kayleigh 
Cunningham, a previous Miss BEA, crowned Skylar.

Traditionally, Miss BEA represents the district in events such as local 
parades and the Flaming Foliage Festival. Because COVID restrictions resulted in the cancellation of events in the 
region, Skylar appeared at school events such as Homecoming and Read Across America Day.

During her time at BEA, Skylar also served as Senior Class President, FBLA President, Vice-President of 
Student Government, and Treasurer of NHD. She also was a member of the History Club and SADD and managed 
the varsity softball team. Skylar will be pursuing a degree in Business Education and a minor in Business at Penn 
State. Her goal is to become a business teacher and FBLA advisor before earning a Masters in Education and 
eventually becoming a Principal and Superintendent.

Miya Barton Named Miss 
BEA

The 2021 Miss BEA, Miya Barton, was crowned in a ceremony in 
the Bald Eagle Area High School gymnasium on May 7, 2021. 

Skylar Shultz, the 2020 Miss BEA, returned to crown her successor. 
Miya is the feature twirler for BEA’s marching band and is a 

member of FBLA, Spanish Club, and BEA World Travelers. Outside 
of school, she is a twirler for Diamondettes Twirling Corps.

As Miss BEA, Miya will represent the school in local festivals 
and parades, with Preston Guenot as her escort.

(L to R) 2nd runner up Sadie Roberts, new Miss BEA Miya Barton, 
2020–2021 Miss BEA Skylar Shultz, 1st runner up Claire Andrews, 
2nd runner up Nicholle Henry-Price

Student Rep
Autumn Tobias

During the 2021–
2022 school 

year, Autumn Tobias 
served as the student 
representative to 
the Bald Eagle 
Area Board of 
Education. Autumn 
delivered monthly 
reports to the board, 
covering topics 
of importance to 
students throughout 
the district.

Autumn is quite active in the school 
community, serving in Student Government, 
in the special education rooms, on the Positive 
School Wide Committee, Leo Club, and SADD.  
She plays on the Girls’ Varsity Soccer, Girls’ 
Varsity Softball, and Unified Bocce teams and 
also runs the YMCA Backpack program’s Night 
at the Barn.

Autumn states that it was an honor to represent 
her fellow students to the Board: “This is a great 
position, because each month I was able to watch 
how adults sort through different problems in a 
professional manner that will prepare me for the 
future.”

Physical Education Teacher 
Jeffrey Jodon  was honored 
at the May faculty meeting at 
the Middle/High School. Mr. 
Jodon was retiring after 24 
years of service to the district. 

Physical Education 
Teacher Mr. Jodon 

Honored
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BEA Students Celebrate with Eagle 
Fest, Eagle Olympics, and Spring Fest

When COVID-19 restrictions 
resulted in the cancellation of 

Kent’s Fest at Lock Haven University 
and the Geri Ryan Special Olympics 
event at Penn State for the second year 
in a row, BEA administrators, faculty, 
and staff stepped in to create the 
district’s own events. Eagle Fest, Eagle 
Olympics, and Spring Fest ensured 
that Bald Eagle students still had a 
memorable end to the school year. 

Eagle Fest, held on April 22 in 
the high school gymnasium, allowed 
students to show off their talents, 
either individually, in small groups, 
or as whole classes.  Students from 
Miss Fleming’s and Miss Gilbert’s 
classes at Wingate Elementary, and 
Mrs. Brooks’s, Mrs. Orndorff’s, and 
Miss Milliron’s classes at the Middle/
High School participated, with Unified 
Partners from the Bocce team serving 
as event volunteers. 

The 18 acts included song and 
dance routines, poetry recitals, comedy 
acts, basketball acts, hula hoop 
routines, and more. Parents were able 
to attend in person, and the event was 
livestreamed. It is still available for 
viewing on the Eagle Ambassadors 
YouTube Channel. 

According to teacher Miss Erica 
Milliron, students loved being able 
to choose their own preferred style of 
performance, which does not typically 
happen at Kent’s Fest. She states that 

the students, staff, and administrators 
agreed that the event was so successful 
that it is likely to continue in the future.

The same classes participated in 
the Eagle Olympics, held on May 4 at 
Alumni Stadium,  in place of the Geri 
Ryan Special Olympics event normally 
held annually at Penn State. Students 
could participate in the 50 Meter 
Walk, 50 Meter Run, 100 Meter Walk, 
100 Meter Run, 4x100 Meter Relay, 
Running Long Jump, Standing Long 
Jump, Softball Throw, Distance Kick, 

and Target Kick. Student volunteers 
included students from Unified Bocce, 
National Honor Society, and Spanish 
Club.

Each student participated in two 
track events, one jumping event, 
and one throwing event, and had the 
opportunity to earn a medal or ribbon in 
each event. Parents were able to attend, 
and students enjoyed a picnic lunch 
provided by High School Principal 
Mr. Jack Tobias, Mr. Ron Hoover, 
and Special Education Administrative 
Assistant Mrs. Kathy Parsons.

Spring Fest is an annual field 
day event provided for elementary 
special education classes and Middle/
High School life skills classes by 
physical education teachers Mr. Don 
Peters and Miss Sara Rachau on May 
14. Students from  Miss Fleming’s, 
Mrs. Hamilton’s, Miss Gilbert’s, Mrs. 
Cain’s, and Mrs. Stover’s classes 
at Wingate Elementary and Mrs. 
Brooks’s, Mrs. Orndorff’s, and Miss 
Milliron’s classes at the Middle/High 
School participated. Tom Summers, 
husband of paraeducator Mrs. Chris 
Summers, helped to set up the event 
and to cook for the students. Although 
COVID restrictions precluded some of 
the usual events such as bounce houses 
and snow cones, students were able to 
enjoy bowling, basketball, and many 
socially distanced games and activities 
around the football field.

Brothers Matthew and Nathan Crane 
take a break from Eagle Olympics 
activities.


