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Lagunitas and San Geronimo Schools     ~    September 19, 2021 
Serving Forest Knolls, Lagunitas, San Geronimo, and Woodacre, California 

 
Quote of the Week:  “Quietness is an essential part of all awareness. In quiet times and sleepy times, a child can dwell in thoughts of 
their own, and in songs and stories of their own.”  (Margaret Wise Brown, 1910 - 1952) 
 

Important Dates* 
 
September 20 – 25  - Leadership Rainbow Colors Spirit Days (see below) 
September 20   - Supervisor Rodoni Office Hours 6:30 pm (see flyer below) 
September 21   - School picture day – Open Classroom 
September 22   - School picture day – Middle School and Montessori 
September 22   - Open Classroom parent meeting 5:30 pm (in-person) 
September 29   - Middle School parent group meeting 6 pm 
September 29 – October 5 - Conferences begin (minimum days with 2 and 2:10 pm dismissal) 
September 29 – 31   - Open Classroom Olema camping trip  
 
News and Information 
 
Our Middle School students experienced an incredible assembly with Ashanti Branch last week.  Graduate Paloma 
Russ worked on her 8th grade change project last year to bring Ashanti back to our school after a very successful 
visit several years ago.  The pandemic delayed this plan but we were pleased that Paloma was able to return from 
high school to introduce Ashanti to the students. 
 
Ashanti Branch grew up in Oakland with a lot of internal sadness and challenges at school with peers.  He shared 
his experiences being confronted by bullying students and his response to start physically fighting.  His message to 
students is about the damage that’s caused with it’s not seen as acceptable to show others who we are – our fears, 
our sadness, and our challenges.   
 
Ashanti began his nonprofit Ever Forward Club to address the harmful expectations society has on masculinity in 
particular.  His focus has expanded to include the masks we all metaphorically put on as we move through our 
daily lives.  He’s a powerful speaker and his message was direct and meaningful for our students.  For more 
information about the Ever Forward Club, click here:  https://everforwardclub.org/.  The workshop at Lagunitas is 
described here:  https://everforwardclub.org/millionmaskmovement. 
 
See the article in the Marin IJ about the program at Lagunitas here:  https://www.marinij.com/2021/09/19/west-
marin-event-teaches-students-self-expression-empathy/ 
 
The best part of my days at work is always visiting classrooms.  Our students are in turn heartwarming and 
hilarious.  This week, a 3rd grade student repeatedly asked me who the very first principal of our school district 
was.  By the end of the week, whenever I was near, he’d ask, “Have you found out yet?!”  So, I did some research. 
 

 
Classroom visitor 

    
Thank you for all the 

support to and from LEAP! 



Most of my research was easy because Owen Clapp put a history section on our Lagunitas.org website that 
describes the 1908 start of the Lagunitas School District after the dissolution of the small San Geronimo School 
District.  The earliest principal I could find was Isabel Cook who was a teacher and principal at Lagunitas starting 
in 1924.  She came to Marin County for this job.  She was top of her class at San Francisco State University.  
Isabel Cook was born and raised on a ranch in Amador County.  Her grave is there now. 
 
Prehistory is history before written records.  After trying to dig deeply into the 20th century history to learn more 
about Isabel Cook, I realize we will need a new word to describe history before the Internet.  I could find just the 
briefest mentions of Isabel Cook.  I learned that she held a number of administrative positions in Marin County.  
She was very well respected as she is described as the “finest and most beloved.”  Her nickname was “Cookie,” 
and her best friend was another educator named Alice Wells.  The two women were founding members of the 
Business and Professional Women’s Club of Marin.  Isabel Cook was involved in many educational and civic 
organizations in Marin County.   
 
Isabel Cook died prematurely after a brief illness at age 47.  It must have been such a shock to her school, 
colleagues, family and friends.  At the time, she was principal of Red Hill School.  Upon her death, the school was 
renamed the Isabel Cook School in her honor.  It is now the Isabel Cook Community Center near Red Hill 
shopping center on Sir Francis Drake Boulevard in San Anselmo.  The Isabel Cook Homes are also nearby.  Her 
brother, one of many siblings, stationed in as an air force civilian in Alaska, gave $100 each year to fund a 
scholarship in her name, in addition to her friend Alice Well’s name, for young people starting careers. 
 
Isabel Cook seems to have been a remarkable educational leader.  I’m hoping to find a picture of Isabel and learn 
more about her impact at Lagunitas.  If anyone has more information, please let me know!  In this day and age we 
are accustomed to having so much information about people available on the Internet.  Translating all this into 
something that will interest the 3rd grader who is awaiting my response will be difficult.  I’ll start with her 
nickname of “Cookie.”   
 
Rainbow Colors Spirit Week 
Our 8th grade student leaders in Katherine’s Leadership elective class are planning a district-wide Spirit Week 
starting on September 20.  Each day has a color.  Encourage your child to join in on the fun by wearing clothing or 
accessories of some sort in the color of the day. 

• Leadership Elective's Rainbow Spirit Week begins with RED (Tuesday is ORANGE, Wednesday 
is GREEN, Thursday is BLUE, and Friday is PURPLE)  (Tuesday is optional for Open Classroom and 
Wednesday is optional for Montessori and Middle School because those are school picture days.) 

While the student leadership group's plan is to bring us together by dressing in colors each day, the rainbow the 
week as a whole represents has much positive symbolism throughout the world.  There's the message of hope, 
solidarity, and the very important message of LGBTQ pride.  The best site I could find that includes historical 
context and multiple cultures, including the Aboriginal rainbow serpent, is 
here:  https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20200409-rainbows-as-signs-of-thank-you-hope-and-solidarity.   
 
Did you know that rainbows are actually full circles when seen from space? 

 

  
 
Have a great week! 

Laura Shain 
Principal 



 
Yard Supervision and Substitute Teachers Still Needed 
We continue to have two very urgent staffing needs at Lagunitas.  We need another noon student supervisor for the 
Open Classroom playground from 12 – 1 pm every day.  Even if you aren’t available every day, if you have any 
inclination to help with this job, please let me know.  The pay is approximately $18 per hour.  We also need 
substitute teachers!  The daily rate is currently $200/day (increase temporary due to Covid).  You do not need a 
teaching credential to substitute.  If interested, please look at the requirements and procedures here on the Marin 
County Office of Education website.  You can also start at the main landing page.   
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
LEAP 
Our district-wide foundation, LEAP, meets monthly to raise and distribute funds to the three programs.  LEAP 
depends on parent pledges each year, as well as funds raised from our special events.  Funds from LEAP are so 
important to our students.  They help support the arts, the classroom assistants, the Spanish programs, field trips 
and other special activities.  For details, go to Leap4Education.org. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Paloma introducing Ashanti Branch to Middle School students 

 

 

A virtual community

conversation open to all 

Monday, September 20, 2021
at 6:3opm

Guest:  Kristin Drumm to discuss the
Streamside Conservation Area

Office of Supervisor

Dennis Rodoni 

San Geroimo Valley & 
 Nicasio 

Office Hours

Meeting will be

held via Zoom 

www.zoom.us

  ID: 958 4067 2114 
 Passcode: 599912 

 Questions at

rkutter@marincounty.org

or (415) 473-3246



 
Dot Day in the Open Classroom 

 

 
 

Starry Night art in Montessori 
 

  
 

Open Mic Fridays on lower campus 
 

 
 

Follow us on the Lagunitas_School_District Instagram 

 


