
Office of the Superintendent 

735 West Main Street  Luray, Virginia 22835  

Phone 540.743.6533 Fax 540.743.7784  
www.pagecounty.k12.va.us 

 
Antonia M. Fox, Ed.D., Superintendent 

 
 

September 20, 2021 
 
Dear PCPS Faculty, Staff, and Families, 
 
PCPS made the difficult decision last week to temporarily close Shenandoah Elementary, Luray 
Elementary, and Luray Middle school for several days each.  During these closures, we are providing 
remote instruction to students with meal packages available for any family that would like 
them.  Opportunities for live instruction with students, recorded sessions and teacher office hours 
are being provided to students and will be with any school closure. 
 
Each day, PCPS is evaluating each of our schools. This means that we are looking at the number of 
positive COVID cases in both students and staff, the number of students and staff who are 
quarantined due to exposure to an individual who is COVID positive, the number of students and 
staff who are exhibiting COVID-like symptoms, and the number of students and staff out of school 
for any other reasons. This information provides us with student absenteeism and staff capacity 
rates. Staff capacity is the availability of teachers and other staff needed to effectively run school. 
When either or both of these get too high, it is likely that the only option is a temporary closure. 
 
While in-person learning is critical for students both academically and socially-emotionally, we must 
also balance the need to operate in a manner that is practical and affords as much safety as possible 
for everyone.   
 
School and Classroom Closures 
As we look to make decisions about school or classroom closure, our processes are different this 
year than they were last year. One primary reason things are different this year are the specific 
requirements outlined in Senate Bill 1303, which was passed last spring. Senate Bill 1303 requires 
all Virginia public schools to offer in-person instruction five days a week to each student for the 
2021-2022 school year. This bill does not afford school divisions the same ability it had last year to 
offer in-person learning in a hybrid style format. We also cannot close all schools and move to 
remote learning for extended periods of time.  
 
In consultation with the Lord Fairfax Health Department, PCPS does have the discretion to close a 
classroom, multiple classrooms, a school, some schools, or all schools for a short period of time to 
address transmission levels when conditions necessitate it. Classroom or school closures should only 
last as long as it is necessary to address the level of transmission of COVID-19 in the classroom or 
the school.  Based on the information we have at the time the decision is being made, PCPS will 
make decisions about specific schools or classrooms as needed, and communicate as quickly as 
possible. The length of time for the school or classroom closure will be determined at the time of 
the closure with the possibility of an extension of the closure.  
 



While the school is closed, students who were not previously placed on a quarantine by the school, 
students who are not symptomatic, or students who have not tested positive are not considered 
under quarantine. More information about the PCPS quarantining process can be found HERE.  
 
Additionally, if a school or classroom is closed, parents/guardians are advised to monitor their child 
for COVID symptoms and seek advice from a healthcare professional if needed. Additionally, parents 
are asked to notify the school should the student become symptomatic or test positive during this 
period.  
 
What to Expect Moving Forward with Respect to School or Classroom Closures 
As a division we recognize the uncertainty, disruption, and challenges the closing a classroom or a 
school brings to families, students, and staff. PCPS is committed to making the decision to close a 
classroom or school thoughtfully and communicating this information to families and staff as quickly 
as possible.  
 
If we need to close a classroom or a school for a short period of time, here is information that you 
need to know: 

1. We will communicate information as quickly as possible to everyone using the PCPS App, our 
Facebook page, calls from our telephone system, text messages, and/or direct email. 

2. A timeline for closure will be shared to include specific dates for return to school. If the 
closure needs to be continued, additional information will be shared. 

3. Instructional information will be shared with students and parents to ensure that learning 
continues, as well as pick-up times for instructional materials and meal packages. If any 
family cannot pick up materials or food, we ask that they call the school for assistance.  

4. Information about extracurricular and athletic activities will also be communicated, if they 
are impacted by a closure. As we make decisions about continuing with activities and 
athletics, PCPS works closely with the health department and others to weigh the social-
emotional benefits of these activities with the need to ensure the safety of everyone 
involved.  

 
Quarantining and Isolating of PCPS Students and Staff 
PCPS has developed information to outline what will happen if an individual is quarantined or asked 
to isolate due to being symptomatic, testing positive for COVID, or being exposed to someone who 
is positive for COVID-19. For a full review of details related to PCPS’s response to COVID-19 in the 
event of a positive case, exposure, or symptoms, please review this document.  
 
PCPS will continue to follow the VDH isolation and quarantining guidelines for students and staff. 
What is the difference between isolating and quarantining? 

 Isolation: Separates sick people with a disease from people who are not sick.  You should 
isolate yourself from others if you test positive for COVID-19.  

 Quarantine: Separates and restricts the movement of people who were exposed to a 
contagious disease to see if they become sick. 

 
Both isolation and quarantine include staying away from other people as much as possible. If you 
are sick, have COVID, or are in close contact (exposed) with someone who has COVID, please limit 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-z58UbURlOpjvQw5Lv2HaBunXf_MLL37rwHDGi2pdYY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-z58UbURlOpjvQw5Lv2HaBunXf_MLL37rwHDGi2pdYY/edit?usp=sharing


your interactions with other people as much as possible - this means you should stay home and 
restrict participation in activities that involve contact with other people. We know this can be hard 
and frustrating sometimes, but it will help decrease the spread of COVID-19. 
 
What Can Everyone Do Right Now? 
The VDH and CDC recommend several key prevention strategies. The more we do prevention wise, 
the more we are able to safely keep students and staff in school for in-person learning.  
 
One of the most important things everyone can do right now is stay home from school or work if 
sick, even if symptoms are mild.  Also, do not come to school or work if you test positive for COVID-
19 or someone else you have had close contact with has tested positive for COVID-19.  Layering 
strategies such as staying home when sick with other prevention such as washing your hands often, 
sneezing into a tissue, wearing a well-fitting mask, physically distancing yourself, cleaning high touch 
surfaces, and getting tested, if needed, will help us slow the spread of COVID-19 and other illnesses. 
The CDC and the VDH also recommend getting the COVID-19 vaccine, if able, as another layer of 
protection should you or those around you contract COVID-19.  
 
If you have additional questions, please feel free to submit them using this FORM. 
 
We recognize the challenges, the uncertainty, the frustration, and the exhaustion that comes with 
COVID-19. We are grateful to everyone for their continued patience, resilience and flexibility as we 
navigate our way through each and every situation. Thank you to all of our teachers, staff, students, 
parents, guardians, and others who impact a child’s life each day for their hard work, especially in 
doing the things that are hard or uncomfortable. Together, as partners, we can continue to help 
students meet with success this school year.  
 
With gratitude to all, 
 
Dr. Fox 
 

 

 

https://forms.gle/S5xFnpAPfwuRZugT6

