VOLUNTEER HOUR REQUIREMENTS 
FOR NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
To fulfill membership requirements for National Honor Society, a member must complete a total of 25 service hours throughout the year they are a member.  Below are answers to common questions.
WHAT ARE THE “TYPES” OF HOURS?
End of Junior Year SPRING/SUMMER HOURS:
These hours can be either sponsored or non-sponsored hours.  The reasoning behind this is to get members involved over the spring or summer and to help out our community. The Voluntary Action Center, sports camps, churches, Big Brothers/Sisters are often in need of help during that time and rely on this ten hour requirement from the members. These hours are due early in their senior year and leave the members with only 15 more hours to complete.
NHS SPONSORED HOURS:

These are the volunteer opportunities that the advisers have either presented to you as options, or requested of you for help.  In addition, any NHS sponsored events such as the Blood Drive, Food Drive, NHS fundraisers, peer tutoring, etc. count as sponsored hours.
NON-SPONSORED HOURS:

This constitutes the volunteering you do outside of NHS.  Examples would be church, mission trips, Big Brother/Sister, Special Olympics etc. Basically, it is the volunteering you do without requests from the advisers.  You may not count hours from other class or club activities – for example – clean up after a student council dance.
HOW DO I BREAK UP THE 20 HOUR REQUIREMENT?
End of Junior Year/Summer Hours: 
Exactly 10 are required.
You may do more than 10 hours over the spring/summer, but no more than 10 can count toward the 20 hour requirement.  If everyone completed all 20 hours over the summer, we may not be able to fill volunteer requests during the year.  With all members having 15 additional hours to complete, we have a lot of help available to the school and community.  
Sponsored Hours:  
At LEAST 7.5 but up to 15 hours of the remaining 15.  

The reasoning for this is that we have numerous requests for volunteer hours throughout the year.  By having each member give at LEAST 7.5 hours of their time to these requests, we have a much better chance of helping out everyone in need.   
Non-Sponsored Hours:  
UP TO 7.5 hours – no more - of the remaining 15.  

We understand that volunteering outside of NHS for church and other activities is important and do not want to discourage you from doing so.  In fact, we encourage you to volunteer as much as you possibly can – but no more than 7.5 hours will count towards the 15 remaining hours.  
SHOULD I BOTHER REPORTING VOLUNTEER HOURS I’VE COMPLETED BEYOND THE REQUIREMENTS?

The answer is YES.  If you volunteered for 20 hours over the spring/summer – report it even though only 10 will count.  If you volunteered for 80 non-sponsored hours – report it even though only 7.5 will count.  You are always welcome to request a print out of your hours to show an employer or attach to a scholarship application.  It represents what a hard worker you are.  It also helps advisers when choosing a Janet Dean Scholarship recipient.   
HOW DO I LOG MY HOURS?
After completing a volunteer activity, write down your name, the date, the activity, and the amount of time you spent. It does not have to be on any “special” paper as long as it has the necessary information. Have the supervisor (or person who requested help) sign that paper.  Turn the paper in to an advisor in an envelope with your name on it to have it added to your report.
HOW CAN I GET A CURRENT REPORT OF MY HOURS?
See Mrs. Landon to request a report and she will put it in your NHS mailbox.
  WHAT IF I MISS MY DUE DATES FOR HOURS?
There are 2 due dates throughout the year.  Those dates will be addressed at meetings and will be on announcements.  If you miss the dates you will be given the following points. 
 Reminder:  Five total points results in dismissal from NHS.

Missing due date for summer hours




=
1 point

Missing final due date before graduation (remaining hours/total of 25)        =
Dismissal from NHS
  I CAN’T FIND VOLUNTEER HOURS!  WHAT DO I DO?
See an advisor – they will help you.  Please do not wait until the last minute….or even the last week before a due date/graduation.

