
 

 

 

 

WEEKLY COMMUNITY UPDATES 

September 17, 2021 

 
Thank you for your continued patience and grace as we focus 

on the safe return to school this year. There are so many 

positive things to share with our unique school community and 

we will continue to identify opportunities to celebrate student 

learning and highlight educator practice.  

 

 

 
 
PRESCHOOL/ EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 

 
There were many smiles under our masks in preschool this week!  From unpacking in the morning, to exploring 

classroom books and choice centers, we are all very excited about what this new year will bring! 
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NUTRITIONAL SERVICES 

 
 

On behalf of Nutri-Serve,  welcome back to school. This year 

school meals are available for all students at no cost. Our 

dedicated staff is working diligently preparing meals for the 

students to enjoy which provides the essential energy to focus 

in class.  Menus will change monthly and we will continue to 

expand our selections.   

 

Please feel free to visit our website.  Nutri-Serve Breakfast & 

Lunch Menus will provide you with nutritional information on 

the items available for students. 
 

 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS

 
 

The Buildings & Grounds Team remains vigilant in our efforts to keep all of our schools safe and healthy for students and 

staff. Pictured below, custodians Loretta Olsewenski and Les DiPasquale give a thumbs up while installing new MERV13 

filters in the high school classroom unit ventilators.   
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GARFIELD ELEMENTARY

 
 

As the country reflected upon the 20th anniversary of the attacks on 9/11, Garfield 5th grade students began reading 

Jewell Parker Rhodes’ novel, Towers Falling.  The novel’s main character, Deja, is a 5th grader starting in a new school.  

When she receives an assignment about the two towers missing from the skyline of their classroom windows, Deja learns 

who she is, how her community can grow and heal, what happened on September 11, 2001 - and what it means to be an 

American.   

 

   

 
SHARP ELEMENTARY 

 

 
MARCH OF THE 

MONARCHS 

 

Mrs. Rossi brought in her 

butterflies! The class learned 

all about Monarchs, tagging 

and releasing two specimen. 

Students celebrated their 

release and were able to say 

goodbye.  

 
 

 
 

MAKING MATH FUN 
 
Mrs. Hogan’s 5th grade class finds different approaches to 
keep it fun and interesting! Building Base Ten Towers while 
exploring place value, reconnecting through partnership 
work,  and having fun! 
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TATEM ELEMENTARY 

 
 

 

READ ALOUDS ARE THE BEST 

 

2nd-grade teacher Ms. Lynch had a 

quick costume change in preparation 

for her read-aloud this week! As “Mean 

Jean the Recess Queen,” Ms. Lynch 

read Recess Queen and invited kids to 

write sticky notes about positive 

choices Jean could have made and 

then stuck them on herself!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWBIE ELEMENTARY 

 
 

Mark Newbie staff and students were excited to again come 

together and begin our new learning adventure for this year. 

Some things look a little different, but we are all glad to be 

working together.             

With many of our families walking to school, we held 

a safety assembly for our students.  Thank you to 

Safe Routes to School for providing our students with 

a lesson on pedestrian safety.  

 

 

 

 

THE ARTS ARE BACK! 

 

Mr. Hartung is back at it introducing the art of music. His passion 

for music is apparent as he encourages all students to 

participate and give it their best. He even encourages staff 

members to join in the fun.  
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ZANE NORTH ELEMENTARY 

  
SAFETY FIRST 

 

Zane North is taking a very cautious and safe approach to 

preparing students for any emergency that may arise. To 

introduce safety procedures homeroom teachers, Nurse Butler 

and Principal Santo reviewed the purpose and process of 

emergency drills. Class discussions allowed students to have 

an open and age-appropriate discussion regarding school 

safety. At the same time, students were encouraged to review 

family “fire safety” evacuation plans at home. Fire Prevention 

Week is October 3-9. For more information, please go to the 

National Fire Prevention Association website. Thank you for 

promoting the safety of our students both in school and at 

home.  

 

 

 

OAKLYN SCHOOL 

  

Meet Ms. Magro, one of our experts when it comes to social emotional learning (SEL) and building positive relationships!  

Ms. Magro was also the mastermind behind our new HAWKS Student Recognition Program!  She did a great job 

dodging the paper snowballs this morning during her Morning Meeting Greeting time.  Daily morning greetings are a 

fun way to set a positive tone for the classroom and provide students with a sense of recognition and belonging.  They 

also help students learn each other’s names while practicing their hospitality skills. 
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Ms. Magro’s students did a fabulous job participating in the Morning Greeting activity today!  Every student had a 

chance to select a snowball from the floor, including the name of one of their peers.  Then, they had the opportunity to 

welcome that friend to school today in their own words!  What a wonderful way to start the school day!   

 

    
 

COUNSELING/ COLLEGE READINESS 

 
 

 

WELCOME BACK 

 

The Collingswood Counseling Staff has been 

overjoyed with welcoming students back to the 

building! Stay tuned for more happenings from the 

Counseling Office but remember Fridays are Feel 

Good Fridays! So put on your dancing shoes and 

celebrate!  

 

Hispanic Heritage Month is this month. Please join 

us as we celebrate the tremendous contributions our 

families and staff bring to our diverse school 

community.   
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ATHLETICS  

 
Collingswood Athletics are underway for both Middle School and High School.  The first home football game is Friday 

Night at 7pm.  Middle school students will only be permitted to enter with an adult.  Registration is in the Parent Portal, 

if you are interested in joining a team for the fall, please register ASAP.  The Girls Soccer team had their Senior Night 

against Paulsboro and won 6-0.  Congratulations Seniors: Emma Baus, Ashley Butts, Muriel Celia, Besiana Duka, 

Madelyn Eife, Mina Guglietta, Regan Reilly, and Emily Waldron. 

 

 
 

COLLINGSWOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL

 

 

Middle school ELA is gearing up for the Collingswood Book Festival, 

including an author talk for grade seven, and an all-class read of Truth As 

Told By Mason Butte for grade six.   

 

 

 

MENTOR PROGRAM UPDATE 

 

Celebrity Chef Aaron McCargo (The Food Network, Big Daddy’s House), visited 

CMS and CHS to begin preliminary planning and discussions related to the 

development of a Mentoring Program and an after-school cooking program.  

Planning is being led by Collingswood School District Community Liason Angela 

Hooks.  
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CMS REMEMBERS: DAY OF SERVICE 

On September 10th, as part of Collingswood Middle School’s Annual Remembrance Activity, over 3000 flags – each 

labeled with the name of one of the victims of the 9/11 attack -- were placed on display by CMS students. On September 

13th, to honor and remember these heroes, CMS students had an opportunity to participate in an after-school 9/11 Day 

of Service.  Special thanks to Social Studies Teacher Mrs. Rodgers for organizing the Remembrance Activity and 9/11 

Day of Service.  We’d also like to thank other CMS Staff Members for their participation in  9/11 Day of Service Activities: 

 

• Ms.Rodgers, Ms.Fanelle - Police Station Service Activity 

• Mr. Koelsch, Mr. Skowronek - Fire House Activity 

• Ms. Earle, Ms. Niessner, Ms. Murphy - Knight Park Cleanup 

• Ms. Karetny, Ms. Whitecar, Mr. DeSantis, Ms. Gizzo - CMS/CHS Campus Cleanup and Planting 

• Ms. Winkler - 9/11 Remembrance Art Activity 

• Ms.Janco, Ms.Tinges – First Responder Thank You Card Making 
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COLLINGSWOOD HIGH SCHOOL  

 
Collingswood High School classes have started with a variety of engaging activities.  Ms. Baliban conducted her annual 

point-of-view/bias lesson for AP US History using Simpson’s characters.  The music & arts department are getting 

started on fall theatrical performances plus band activities (Mr. Lerch, Ms. Whitman).  Students in Mrs. Dominiak’s 

chemistry classes (pictured below) explored their classroom lab with a digital scavenger hunt to prepare for chemistry 

lab activities this year.    
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SUPERINTENDENT’S NOTE 

 
 

 

 

I HAVE A QUESTION, WHO SHOULD I CONTACT? 
 

In an effort to be responsive to the needs of students and their families, we wanted to provide contact information to the 

community. Please refer to the list below to address all questions or concerns to the appropriate staff member or administrator.  

  

Teachers: The primary point of contact for questions or concerns related to your child’s school is their classroom teacher. Our 

educators are standing by to address the ongoing learning needs of all students. 

  

Principals: Please direct unresolved questions or concerns related to your child’s school to the appropriate building leader. 

  

School Building Leader Email Phone 

Preschool/ Early Childhood Center Ms. Jennifer Johnson-Floyd jfloyd@collsk12.org 856.833.5291 

Garfield Elementary Mr. Mark Wiltsey mwiltsey@collsk12.org 856.962.5705 

Newbie Elementary Mr. Steve Smith ssmith@collsk12.org 856.962.5706 

Sharp Elementary Mr. Doug Newman dnewman@collsk12.org 856.962.5707 

Tatem Elementary Mr. Brian Kulak bkulak@collsk12.org 856.962.5704 

Zane North Elementary Mr. Tom Santo tsanto@collsk12.org 856.962.5703 

Oaklyn School Ms. Jennifer Boulden jboulden@oaklynschool.org 856.858.0335 

Collingswood Middle School Dr. Jack McMullin jmcmullin@collsk12.org 856.962.5702 

Collingswood High School Mr. Matt Genna mgenna@collsk12.org 856.962.5701 

 

Special Education Services: If your child already has an IEP, please contact your child's Child Study Team Case Manager. 
If you have questions regarding special education services in the district, please contact Dr. Elizabeth Whitehouse - 
ewhitehouse@collsk12.org. 

 
District Data and Performance: If you have questions regarding the district’s data collection practices or assessment 
information, please contact Mr. Winsor Yamamoto - wyamamoto@collsk12.org.  

 
District Academics/ Curriculum & Instruction: If you have questions regarding curriculum and instruction offered at the 
district level, please contact Ms. Jen McPartland, Assistant Superintendent and Chief Academic Officer - 

jmcpartland@collsk12.org. 
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