
Whether   you   have   chosen   it   or   have   been   transitioned   into   the   virtual   learning   model,   it   is   important   to   address   
some   of   the   norms,   practices   and   expectations   we   must   have   in   place,   to   maximize   the   success   of   each   of   our   
classrooms.    Teachers   will   be   working   to   establish   these   routines   with   students.   It   is   my   hope   that   parents   will   
help   their   children   follow   their   teacher’s   expectations.    The   following   are   some   things   I   would   like   parents   to   
consider:   
  

● Does   your   child   have   a   designated,   formal   learning   place?    We   strongly   encourage   you   to   create   a   
place   for   students   to   engage   in   their   learning   that   is   as   free   from   distraction   as   possible.    Their   learning   
place   should   have   their   technology,   books,   materials   and   other   resources   where   they   can   be   easily   
accessed.   

● Has   an   expectation   been   established   in   the   home   that   supports   distraction   free   learning   time?    Siblings,   
pets   and   even   parents   can   create   unintended   distractions.    Parents   might   consider   headphones   for   
their   online   learner(s).    Headphones   are   a   great   tool   to   use   to   limit   distractions   in   the   learning   
environment.   Your   intentionality   in   this   area   will   help   students   increase   success   during   virtual   learning.   

● Attendance   is   recorded   each   day,   just   like   in   the   regular   face-to-face   model.    Students   need   to   be   on   
time   when   attendance   is   taken   both   in   the   morning   and   afternoon.     

● Students   should   be   dressed   and   ready   to   engage   during   scheduled   learning   time.     
● Students   should   not   be   eating   during   class   time   unless   the   teacher   has   invited   the   class   to   eat.    Liquids   

and   technology   do   not   mix   well.    Keep   drinks   away   from   technology.   
● Appropriate   break   times   are   established   for   all   classes.    Please   expect   your   child   to   be   present   during   

learning   time.     
● Be   present   in   the   process.    All   students,   especially   elementary   aged   students   may   require   your   support   

and   attention   during   learning   time.    It   is   very   difficult   for   our   staff   members   to   ensure   engagement,   
organization   and   focus   when   we   are   not   in   their   physical   space.   

● We   are   more   present   than   ever   in   this   virtual   model.    Please   consider   your   environment,   language   and   
practices   when   you   can   be   captured   in   the   background   of   a   Google   Meet.    We   understand   you   are   in   
your   own   home.    We   are   asking   parents   to   be   aware   of   the   messages   that   may   be   sent   inadvertently   
during   learning   time.   

● Parents,   please   refrain   from   engaging   with   teachers   during   learning   time   on   a   Google   Meet.    We   are   
asking   parents   to   email   the   teacher   directly   should   a   question,   comment,   or   concern   need   to   be   asked   
of   the   teacher.    It   is   not   feasible   for   a   teacher   to   engage   with   parents   during   learning   time.     

  
Thank   you   in   advance   for   your   support   and   attention.    Together,   we   will   make   learning   time   in   the   virtual   model   
a   huge   success!   
  

Your   HVVA   team!   

  


