Superintendent
September Notes
Olympia CUSD 16

NEWS & UPDATES
Parents,
We have had a great start to the year! The kids and teachers have adjusted and are now in the
swing of things. I have been in multiple classrooms across the district over the past few
weeks and have seen some amazing things. Lots of smiles and high energy as I move
throughout the buildings.
While we have all our certified teaching positions filled, we are in desperate need of
paraprofessionals and substitute staff members (in all departments / areas). If you are
interested in employment or know of anyone that would be a good addition, please have them
visit www.olympia.org to complete an online application.
We have some alternate plans in place in the event that we don't have enough bus drivers for
extracurricular trips (which has already proven to be challenging). We know that schools
across the country and state are dealing with the same issues but given our geographic size,
our transportation challenges are magnified. We are trying to be creative and prepare for all
possible scenarios.
Some of you may have seen a recent Editorial written by Superintendent Jeff Hill from Morton.
The editorial spoke to the fact that the Governor's orders continue to dismantle local control
and the power of school boards. The letter requested that power be restored to the local
boards. Other superintendents across the State signed their name to that letter that was
delivered to the Governor and to the Illinois State Board of Education. I received some
inquiries as to why we weren't listed or why we had not signed the letter. As I explained to
those parents, there is no formal communication channel for superintendents around the
State and that letter had not been shared with me prior to me seeing it on social media. I have
since found out there are two different #makeitlocal lists and we were only on one of those
lists. We have and will continue to advocate for local control. If you have questions about why
our district is or is not represented on something you read, please contact me.
Finally, we have been working on details for Homecoming, Madrigals, and music concerts.
While these events may not look exactly as they have looked in the past, we are planning on

moving forward with these annual events. More information will be forthcoming from your
building principals.
Thank you!
Dr. O'Donnell
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