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Alma Public Schools has a new App
If you have not already, please download the new Alma Public Schools app from your Google or Apple store.
Once on the app, you can navigate between buildings in the lower right corner.  You can toggle between the
available information on the bottom left.  In addition, you will be able to set personal preferences within the app
settings.

Parent-Teacher Conferences
It is hard to believe that Parent-Teacher Conferences are already just around the corner.  K-12 will host
conferences on October 7th and 8th.  To meet the needs of all parents and guardians, we will offer masked
face-to-face, video, or phone conferences.  Each building will schedule conferences based on parent and
guardian preferences.

8th Grade Update
To be transparent and answer as many questions as I can, I want to outline what occurred at DLPMS in 8th
grade.

APS has made the commitment to monitor "internal" data when making COVID-related decisions and not
depend solely on county-level COVID numbers.  In addition, the Health Department declares an outbreak
based on three cases of school spread.

Our data on Monday showed that a single case on Thursday, September 9th resulting in contact tracing and
quarantine of 11 students expanded to four cases by Monday, September 13th thus extending the contact
tracing encompassing 1/3 of the grade level (excluding the 4 vaccinated students).  This data was the first time
in all of 2020-2021 where school spread seemed to be possible.

Based on the lack of success during the 2020-2021 virtual instruction, communication on remote learning was
distributed and teachers prepared for the possibility, beginning in August.  On Monday, this mitigation strategy
was implemented to curb the difficulty of teaching classes with so many absent, consideration of the age of the
students,  the likelihood of identified school spread, and the ability to instruct remotely in a way that would
allow for all 146 students to learn, have access and active engagement with peers.  The transition to remote
was an instructional-based decision that helped us stop the spread across the entire building.

Yesterday, with the addition of four positive 8th grade cases, the Health Department has declared 8th grade as
an outbreak with obvious school spread. Due to the remote learning mitigation strategy, APS implemented on
Monday, the Health Department requires no additional assigned precautions to address this outbreak.
Student-specific impacts have been discussed on a case-by-case basis. The entire grade level is scheduled to
return to face-to-face instruction on Tuesday, September 21, 2021.

Please feel free to reach out with any questions.
Stacey Criner
scriner@almaschools.net
989-466-7511
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Homecoming Week- Let’s show that Panther Pride September 26, 2021- October 2, 2021!
Sunday: Powderpuff Game at AHS 7:00 PM followed by spirit bonfire
Monday-Friday: Theme Pride Days (designated and communicated by building)
Friday: Parade 5:00 PM, Game Kick off 7:00 PM

Board of Education Meeting
At the Monday night Board of Education meeting, two key motions were approved.

First, Forest Trail Design, PLC was contracted to work with the district on ESSER-funded facility projects.  The
most impactful project is the possible addition of air-conditioning to most instructional spaces across the district
for the 2022-2023 school year.  ESSER funds are limited in use.  Ventilation is an acceptable use.

Second, the Response Protocol outlined in the July 27th Back to School Plan was removed.  I have attached
the revised Back to School Plan to the end of this newsletter.

District Goals
Public Act 48 of 2021, section 98b requires schools to establish educational goals expected to be achieved for
the 2021-2022 school year for each building.  Alma Public School has posted our goals on our website and
within the Superintendent Updates on the APS app. (See goals below)





Revised 9/13/2021
Alma Public Schools Back to School Plan 2021

What instructional model will Alma Public Schools offer?
As announced on May 19, 2021, unless we receive a directive from the state that requires
us to plan differently, the APS plan for the 2021-22 school year is a “normal” school schedule and instruction (5 days a
week of face-to-face instruction).  As has been our past practice, we will be happy to consider individual accommodations
for students with a medical exemption that requires learning in an environment other than face-to-face. We do not plan to
offer a virtual option for our general PreK-12 population. If you are pursuing a medical exemption for your child, please
contact your child’s building principal to discuss.

What instruction will be offered during quarantine?
Like all long-term medical leaves, students will be responsible for the knowledge of missed content and the completion of
necessary assignments and assessments.  This will be handled on a situational basis in communication with the
classroom teacher(s) and may include assigned tasks, watching required videos, and/or participating in live Google Meet
sessions.

What requirements have changed?
As of June 22, 2021, MDHHS has discontinued all gathering limits for residential and nonresidential settings and lifted all
requirements for student-athlete testing.

What MDHHS prevention strategies will Alma Public Schools continue?
Alma Public School will continue to;

● Promote vaccination against COVID-19 for eligible staff and students.
● Encourage COVID-19 Screening.
● Encourage students and staff to stay home if sick or COVID-19 symptomatic.
● Implement contract tracing and quarantine as instructed by the local health department.
● Promote handwashing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol

and cover coughs and sneezes.
● Routine cleaning to help maintain healthy facilities.
● Continue to utilize high-quality ventilation filters.

Will facemasks be required?
Face masks will be encouraged but optional for students and staff within the school buildings.  Masks will be a
parent/guardian choice within the school buildings.  Masks are required, per Federal Law, to be worn on all school buses.

Will children be required to get the COVID-19 vaccine to attend school?
According to MDHHS, the COVID vaccination is not required to attend school; therefore, the district will not collect
vaccination records at this time.  Michigan students are required to have these vaccines or a certified wavier to attend
schools:

● Diphtheria, tetanus, acellular pertussis (DTaP)
● Polio
● Measles, mumps, rubella (MMR)
● Hepatitis B
● Meningococcal
● Varicella (chickenpox)

Alma Public Schools will adhere to MDHHS, local health department, and CDC requirements.  Alma Public Schools will
reevaluate this plan according to community conditions and internal factors.


