
Friday Update 
August 13, 2021 
 

We are excited to have all our students back in our buildings this fall.  As many of you know, we have 
been doings some major renovations at Locust Elementary.  Although the project ran a bit longer than 
projected, we will have all the major components done and ready for students on August 23, 2021.  We 
will still be putting the finishing touches on a couple of areas.  The courtyard was enclosed to create an 
Innovation Center which will house our school library with direct access to our computer lab.  When 
completely done, the Innovation Center will have tables that can be moved to allow groupings to 
accommodate STEAM Activities.  It will also have a “state of the art” interactive board (replacing our 
SMARTBOARD) to allow for greater 3D capabilities. We anticipate moving into the new Innovation Center 
in late November.  Locust will now be 100% air conditioned with the exception of the gyms and some 
hallways.  We also installed new LED lighting in the renovated area. In the same renovation, we modified 
the front office and created a more secure entrance.  Finally, we have created an outdoor area that 
highlights the school bell from the historic Washington School and our flagpole.  On Monday, August 23, 
2021, in conjunction with the American Legion, we will be raising the flag and citing the Pledge of 
Allegiance with all students and staff at Locust School.   

Included in this Friday Update is a Quarantine Flow Chart outlining the process for close contacts.  For 
your reference, all classrooms have desks spaced at a minimum of three (3) feet.  In Pre-K, Kindergarten, 
and 1st grade, students will have an additional level of mitigation with a plexi-shield placed in the middle 
of the tables.  All students will eat in our cafeterias.  Students will be sitting on a diagonal and a minimum 
of five (5) apart. I am also including in the mailing information about the Opt-In process for SHIELD 
testing.  SHIELD testing is for early detection of COVID-19 in asymptomatic children.    

The Back to School Mailing with student schedules, busing information, menu, school calendars, AUP   
Form, information about SHIELD testing, and other start of school information will be mailed today.  
Please take the time to review all the information.   

Have a wonderful last week of summer vacation and we will see many of you at the various orientation 
evenings and supply drop off.   

 

Yours in Education, 

Dr. Lea Damisch, Superintendent of Schools  

 


