
Friday Update 
September 17, 2021 
 
Health Update 
We had three (3) confirmed cases of COVID-19 this week:  two (2) at Locust and one (1) at MCMS.  Per usual procedures, 
the IDPH guidelines were followed for quarantine and exclusions.  If your child is not feeling well, please error on the side 
of caution and keep your child home.  Please keep all students at home in the event someone in the household is being 
tested for COVID-19.  If you have any questions, please call our health offices:  Locust (815) 568-7632-Mrs. Weidner, 
Grant/MCMS (815) 568- 5720-Mrs. Turner.   
 
Hot Spots 
Through a grant that offers a reduced monthly rate with T-Mobile, we have about 40 Hot Spots available for families to 
check out to assist their students with their on-line assignments at no cost to families. These will be distributed on a first-come 
basis with priority given to our rural students.  If interested, please email JJ Redman:  jredman@marengo165.org  
 
SHIELD Testing 
Yesterday we had our first SHIELD screening.  A huge shout-out to our testers Miss Wright and Mrs. Rosch, our school nurses, 
Mrs. Weidner and Mrs. Turner, and our registrar, Mrs. Burns.  Together this team was able to test 95% of our students.  
Parents who signed up their students for SHIELD testing will receive information today (via email) as to how to log in and 
check your child (ren)’s results.  Results post in 24 hours.  To confirm the process of SHIELD testing:   
 

 Students are tested on a weekly basis.  Students are pulled from their classes to test.  Testing takes about 15 
minutes for most students.  Students are not to eat or drink for 60 minutes prior to the test.  We are working to set 
up our schedule to best accommodate this protocol.  A separate email will be sent to parents whose students are 
testing early at MCMS.  We will be asking those students to refrain from eating and drinking and we will provide 
them with breakfast after the test.   

 Students give a saliva sample, which is identified as theirs through a two-step authentication process which includes 
a QR Code from SHIELD which is then paired with a Bar Code placed on the sample tube.  A final additional step 
is taken to ensure the integrity of the process by verifying the birthdate of each student.     

 If you signed up for SHIELD, but would not like your student to continue to participate, please contact Kathy Burns, 
kburns@marengo165.org and we will remove your child’s name from the roster.  We are not testing PRE-K 
students, so any parents who enrolled their PRE-K student, their names have already been removed from the roster.   
 

If you would like more information about SHIELD, please reach out directly to me:  ldamisch@marengo165.org 
 
cePTA Fundrasier 
The last day to turn in your fundraiser is Tuesday, September 21.  Each school has a fundraising goal.  To make this more 
interesting the administration is getting into the spirit also.  For any school that reaches their goal—I will kiss a chicken.  If 
Locust makes their goal, Mrs. Lopez will be throwing candy off the roof.  If Grant makes their goal, Mrs. Schermerhorn will 
kiss a pig, and if MCMS makes their goal, Mr. Breakfield will also kiss a pig.   It is good fun for an excellent cause.  cePTA 
helps to offset many of field trips and teacher requests for special items in their classrooms.   
 
Community News 
Tonight is the high school Homecoming Football Game as well as The First National Challenge. The First National Challenge 
is a fundraiser for the high school Booster Club.  In addition, Octoberfest at Café 20 is still in full swing.  This is going to 
make parking a bit of a challenge around Grant/MCMS.  We oftentimes have students and community members use our 
Grant playground during the football games and over the weekend, so please be extra diligent due to the influx of 
vehicles.  If you are within walking distance of the school and want to come out and support The First National Challenge 
and our Marengo Indian’s Football Team, I would encourage you to walk versus drive.  Get those steps in!   
 
Settler’s Days is returning October 8-10.  For a complete roster of events go to https://www.settlersdays.com/.  The theme 
this year is very fitting, Happy-er Days!  Please come out and support this wonderful community event!   
 

As always, it is a privilege to serve as your superintendent.   

Dr. Lea Damisch 


