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DISTRICT POLICY
FOR THE IDENTIFICATION OF AND 

SERVICES FOR 
STUDENTS WHO ARE GIFTED

Information for Parents

Waverly Tigers



IDENTIFICATION

 “Gifted” means students who perform or show potential for 
performing at remarkably high levels of accomplishment when 
compared to others of their age, experience, or environment and 
who are identified under division (A), (B), (C), or (D) of section 
3324.03 of the Revised Code.

 The District uses a three-part approach to screen students who 
perform or show potential for performing at high levels of 
accomplishment in the areas of superior cognitive ability, specific 
academic ability, creative thinking ability, and visual and/or 
performing arts. 

o Stage I:  PRE-ASSESSMENT
 The pre-assessment part of the process involves 

gathering student data from a variety of sources 
including teacher, parent, and peer nominations, 
grades, portfolios, observations, review of student 
records, and outstanding products or 
performances, etc. All students are involved in the 
pre-assessment pool. 

 By using the pre-assessment process, the district 
ensures equal access to screening and further 
assessment by all district children, including 
culturally or linguistically diverse children, 
children from low socioeconomic backgrounds, 
children with disabilities, and children for whom 
English is a second language. 

o Stage II:  ASSESSMENT FOR SCREENING
 The screening stage examines the data gathered 

from the pre-assessment stage and determines if 
additional assessments are necessary.

 In making decisions about additional assessment, 
existing test data for students is not the sole 
determination criteria. School personnel examine 
all available information about a student to 
determine an evidence of possible giftedness 
exists from that student and conduct necessary 
additional assessments. 

 District determined cut-off scores, to move 
students from screening stage to the assessment 
stage, are lower than the scores necessary for 



identification. Parents must be notified within 
thirty days of the results of screening. 

o Stage III:  ASSESSMENT FOR IDENTIFICATION
 Assessment strategies provide additional data 

necessary for an identification decision and the 
delivery of services. Strategies from additional 
assessment include the individual and group 
testing requirements of Sections 3324.01-3324.07 
of the Ohio Revised Code, and as described in the 
Gifted Identification pamphlet. 

 Once additional assessment has been completed, 
the data obtained throughout the stages of 
identification are evaluated, the identification 
decision is made, and the student’s educational 
needs are determined. 

 The district ensures there are ample and appropriate scheduling 
procedures for assessments and reassessments using:

o Group tests;
o Individually-administered tests;
o Audition, Performance;
o Display of work;
o Exhibition; and
o Checklists

 Children may be referred on any ongoing basis, based on the 
following:

o Child request (self-referral);
o Teacher recommendation;
o Parent/guardian request;
o Child referral of peer; and
o Other (e.g., psychologist, community members, principal, 

gifted coordinator, etc.)

 Referral forms can be found in the school psychologist’s office, 
located at the Central Office in Waverly High School. 

 Upon receipt of a referral, the district will:
o Follow the process as outlined in this brochure; and
o Notify parents of results of screening or assessment and 

identification.



 The district shall provide at least two opportunities a year for 
assessment in the case of children requesting assessment or 
recommended for assessment by teacher, parents, or other children.

 The district selects instruments, from Assessment Instruments for 
the Identification of Children Who Are Gifted, that will allow for 
appropriate screening and identification of children who are 
culturally and linguistically diverse, children from low socio-
economic status, children with disabilities, and children for whom 
English is a second language.

 The district ensures that the use of assessment instruments are 
provided and administered in the child’s native language or other 
mode of communication, unless it is clearly not feasible to do so.

 Tests are selected and administered so as to best ensure that when a 
test is administered to a child with impaired sensory, manual or 
speaking skills, the test results accurately reflect the child’s aptitude 
or achievement level or whatever other factors the test purports to 
measure, rather than reflecting the child’s impaired sensory, 
manual, or speaking skills except where those skills are factors 
which the test purports to measure. 

 The district ensures that the use of assessment instruments have 
been validated for the specific purpose for which they are used.

 The district ensures that the use of assessment instruments are 
administered by qualified personnel in conformance with the 
instructions provided by the publisher of the assessment instrument.

 Parents must be notified within thirty days of the results of the 
assessment process.

 The district ensures that any child transferring into the district will 
be assessed within 90 days of the transfer at the request of the 
parent. Parents shall contact the building principal.

 The district accepts scores on assessment instruments approved for 
use by the Ohio Department of Education provided by other school 
districts and/or trained personnel outside the school district. 

 Appeal Procedure
o An appeal by the parent is the reconsideration of the 

results of any part of the identification process which 
would include:



 Screening procedure or assessment instrument 
(which results in identification);

 The scheduling of children for assessment;
 The placement of a student in any program; and
 Receipt of services.

o Parents should submit a letter to the superintendent or 
designee outlining the nature of the concern.

o The superintendent or designee will convene a meeting 
with the parent/guardian, which may include other school 
personnel.

o The superintendent or designee will issue a written final 
decision within 30 days of the appeal. This written notice 
should include the reason for the decision(s). 

SERVICES

 Waverly City Schools Criteria for Services: 
o Students must have a minimum IQ score of 127;
o Students must have Superior Cognitive Ability 

identification; and
o Students must have Specific Academic Ability 

identification in at least three out of five areas.
o The above selection procedures will be uniformly 

administered throughout the district.

 The District ensures equal opportunity for all district students 
identified as gifted to receive and services offered by the district.

 The Gifted Program will: 
o Be based on the Pull-Out Model for grades three through 

twelve using teacher directed activities in such areas as 
problem-solving, use of technology, research, and needs 
and interests of the students.

o Offer TAG students in grades nine through twelve the 
option of receiving gifted instruction/accelerated learning 
through independent projects (e.g, school newspaper, 
school TV broadcasting team, teacher problem-solving, 
etc.). 

o Offer TAG students in grades eleven and twelve the option 
of receiving gifted instruction/accelerated learning through 
mentorships.

o Offer TAG students in grade twelve the option of receiving 
gifted instruction/accelerated learning through advanced 
placement coursework.



o Offer students in grades three through twelve the 
opportunity to complete a talent/interest based TAG 
project as approved by the TAG teacher. Each student will 
be required to do a presentation of his/her project. The 
TAG teacher will assist in making arrangements for the 
presentation. 

 If at anytime, a student wishes to withdraw from gifted programs or 
services, the request should be written by the parent or child to the 
building administrator. If children request to withdraw, parents will 
be notified. 

 Appeals process for placement decisions (See above section: 
Appeal Procedure)

WRITTEN EDUCATION PLANS

 Description of services to be provided (See above section: Services)

 Students, TAG teacher, and parents will meet face-to-face, by 
phone, or by mail, to discuss goals for the student.

 Students’ progress is evaluated using rubrics, point system, self-
evaluation, and peer evaluation.

 The district ensures that each student receives a quarterly (every 
nine weeks) progress report, as per the online Written Education 
Plan (WEP) and/or individual progress report.

 TAG teacher, regular classroom teachers, and/or supplemental 
advisors are responsible for ensuring delivery of each service 
prescribed.

 Any work and/or tests missed by the TAG student will be made up 
by the student at the discretion of the classroom teacher.  

 Written Education Plans are reviewed annually. 

 The district ensures that a copy of the WEP is provided to the 
parents and staff responsible for providing the services listed. 

(Subject to revision)


