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This is my weekly update on the state of the district which focuses on a variety of issues relating to 
facilities, curriculum, activities, and programs occurring throughout our district.  There may be weeks in 
which I only focus on one or two topics, but I do want to keep you informed.   I welcome comments and 
feedback regarding this update or any of your concerns regarding our district. 
 

Changing the Culture: 
As we anticipate our students’ performance on the MCA IIs, there tends to be a lot of stress for all of us 
to insure that our students do their very best.  Through this entire testing process, however flawed one 
might think it is; there is a lot on the line for schools.  We have grade levels and schools that do very 
well on state tests, but we need everyone to do their best.  Certainly we want to be proud of our 
efforts.  I see great things happening in our classrooms, halls and auditoriums.  So why aren’t all of 
those efforts realized when we receive our MCA II results?  One reason is that students might not take 
these tests very seriously, especially in upper grades.  MCA IIs are high stake tests for schools but not 
for students.  Quite frankly, I think students know this all too well.   
 
My thought is that we make bold strides to change the culture in our schools and get students excited 
for the opportunity to show what they know.  One strategy to promote pride in our students to do their 
best is to add some excitement for our students to perform to their potentials.  I hope to capture that 
added spirit of excitement by using posters in all of our classrooms and halls to promote student pride 
in doing their best on MCA II tests. 
 
Wayne Misgen has an incredible talent to create artistic posters and I have asked him to use his talents 
to begin a campaign to promote student pride in the state tests.  He has created a few very cool posters 
and is looking for some additional ideas from you.  We will have posters available for all of our schools 
and classrooms very shortly.  But we need your help and your buy in.  We need to begin to change the 
culture in our schools and promote student excellence and pride when taking MCA II tests.   
 
Below are a few examples that Wayne has done.  Although most of these are aimed at high school 
students, we are still looking for more ideas for other grades.  If you have any catchy slogan let me or 
Wayne know and we can produce those for you.  “Know what you like but like what you know!” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Closing Comments:  
As always, I appreciate your replies and comments. 
 


