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Winter Weather: Beautiful and 
Dangerous 
Winter, we love it and hate it!  For 
schools, winter storms and bitter cold 
provide the possibility  for the coveted  
“snow day”.  But, last year was winter 

on overdrive.  We ended up with 9 snow days which required us to add 
days back into our schedule to comply with mandatory school 
attendance rules.  Hopefully, the projected forecast for much milder 
weather with average to above average snow fall will hold true.  If we 
do have inclement weather, we will be utilizing ParentLink to notify 
our staff, faculty and  parents about school closures with an emergency 
phone call.   A test call was sent throughout the District on December 
5th.  If you didn’t receive a call, contact Lori Johnson in the District 
Office.   The biggest advantage with ParentLink notification centers 
around the Proctor Public Schools App!  Anyone who has downloaded the Proctor Public Schools 
App, will now receive an instant push notification directly to that App.  In most cases, the push 
notification will be much quicker than the phone notification.  

STEM, What’s all the Hype?  

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) is 
more than a popular acronym in education.   STEM is 
more a way in which science, technology, engineering 
and math are integrated into relevant learning 
experience.  Although it isn’t necessary to incorporate 
each of the components of STEM, it is really more about 
being both interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary. The 
key to understanding STEM is that there is a common 
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thread which employs opportunities for students to apply knowledge they either know or that they 
are learning.  Whether you are an elementary teacher or a secondary teacher, implementing STEM 
strategies in your classroom will certainly allow your students to think about content area in a much 
different way.  Take some time to read up on all this hype. I highly recommended the December/
January Educational Leadership Magazine.  http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-
leadership/dec14/vol72/num04/toc.aspx 

Facilities 
We are nearing the completion of the final phase of 
construction at Bay View Elementary.  I am hopeful that the 
new addition will be ready for occupancy in early 2015.   

The School Board and I are still solidly behind efforts to replace 
or improve our aging ice arena with a new and efficient hockey 
complex and plans to enhance security entrances at Pike Lake 
Elementary.   

The plan for Pike Lake Elementary is to add an entrance into 
the office across the hall from the media center entrance.  This 
would change the flow of outside guest and visitors by directing 
them to enter the office to register and receive permission to 
enter the school.  We hope to have plans completed soon and begin the project as soon as we can 
without impacting learning.   

Digital Analysis 
In an email about three weeks ago, I mentioned that we were going to 
complete an analysis of our network.  Compudyne has completed that 
analysis and we will be reviewing a second analysis from Marco 
Technology this week.  The network speed coming into our buildings 
is very good.  The internal networks need to be stabilized.  I am 
committed to installing many more wireless access points at all of our 
campuses.  This will happen this school year. 

In order to promote digital engagement, we need a network with the capacity to deliver the type of 
instruction you want to use with your students.  Because of that, this scheduled network analysis and 
the expansion of our wireless capabilities are of a paramount importance to me.  I look forward to 
exciting results for you and our students when we return from the Holiday Break. 

Happy Holidays 
The Holiday Season is a special time of year.  It’s rewarding to see 
students, faculty, and staff across the District involved in fund raising to 
provide gifts to students in need.  I applaud all of your efforts.  Thank you 
for caring about our students and for helping our students understand 
the importance of giving.   Be safe, be kind and Happy Holidays!
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