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This is my weekly update on the state of the district which 
focuses on a variety of issues relating to facilities, 
curriculum, activities, and programs occurring throughout 
our district.  There may be weeks in which I only focus on 
one or two topics, but I do want to keep you informed!

Propane Powered Buses Are Coming The Proctor District

October  11 ,  2013

PROPANE BUSES  ON THE HORIZON

The start of the school year had 
our Transportation Department 
scrambling as we added new routes, 
and bus drivers.  But we are also 
dealing with an aging bus fleet.  
Over the past year, Transportation 
Director Curt Benassi, has been 
investigating upgrades to our bus 
fleet which included test driving a 
propane powered bus.  As we 
closely looked into this option, we 
got more and more excited about 
the benefits of propane powered 
buses.

Although miles per gallon 
efficiency is a little less on propane 
buses, the cost of fuel is half what 

diesel fuel costs.  Another benefit is 
how quiet these buses run.  Our 
students comment that while 
riding, they can hardly tell the bus 
is running.  During the cold 
weather months, the heaters 
generate a consistent, warm radiant 
heat throughout the entire bus.  
Remember those cold rides if you 
weren’t next to a floor heater?  That 
will never be a problem on propane 
powered buses. 

We purchased our first propane bus 
last month and all reports are 
extremely positive.  Kathy 
Bjonskaas is the lucky driver to be 
assigned our first propane bus.  

Propane Buses
New addition to our transportation fleet.

Jim Knight In-Service
Professional learning off campus

Apple Orchards 
Proctor Schools to add fruit orchards at 
Bay View and Pike Lake Elementary 
Schools

Rail Strong 
District-wide character development 
continues to promote respect
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Jim Knight Inservice for Teachers

Our teachers’ inservice with Jim 
Knight was held September 24th at 
UMD and with lots of positive 
comments and support.  As a 
District, we continue to embrace 
world class professional 
development and professional 
learning opportunities.  I want to 
extend another offer to provide any 
of our teaching faculty a copy of Jim 
Knight’s book High Impact 
Instruction.  Thanks for your 
engagement in this inservice and 
for helping to make this such a big 
success. 

Apples Orchards
This summer, Proctor Public 
Schools was awarded a $10,000 
State Health Improvement Grant 
to establish fruit orchards at both 
of our elementary schools.  The 
first orchard was planted at Pike 
Lake Elementary which consisted 
of 30 apple trees, 15 cherry trees, 8 
pear trees, and 6 plum trees.  The 
exact same number and variety of 
fruit trees will be planted at Bay 

View this spring.  The exciting part 
of this project is engaging kids in 
healthy eating habits and eventually 
providing our school with “farm to 
table fruit” in our cafeterias and 
our classrooms.

Rail Strong Character Development
Over the past couple of years, our 
District has made many deliberate 
and successful steps toward 
reducing bullying and building 
character in our student body.  We 
embraced a common slogan to 
capture what we wanted to achieve 

a few  years ago which was: “Success 
for Each, Respect for All”.  Along 
the way, we developed a district-
wide program that we proudly 
named Rail-Strong.  I am extremely 
proud of the efforts of our 
counselors, administrators and staff 
who have organized and planned 
important events which support the 
Rail-Strong campaign.  

Some of the events which support 
Rail-Strong are our 8th Grade 
Courage retreat which is organized 
by MaKenzie Johnson and our 4th 
Grade Kindness Retreat organized 

Mary Schultz.  Rachel’s Challenge 
was this year’s big district-wide 
event.  In addition we continue to 
promote our school in the media.  I 
hope you got a chance to see 
Lindsey Moen (Szmania) on 
Channel 6 this past Sunday talking 
about character development and 
our anti-bullying efforts.  She did an 
outstanding job representing our 
District.  I encourage all of us to 
promote our Rail Strong efforts 
throughout the entire year.

In Closing

I want to take a moment to thank 
Jon Larson for all of his years of 
service to our students.  Recently, 
Jon resigned from his role as our 
Bay View Family and Community 
Liaison to accept a position with 
the University of Wisconsin 
Superior teaching and supervising 
student teachers.  

Have a terrific weekend and try to 
get out and see some fall leaf colors 
before it’s too late.

SCHOOL MATTERS
Committed to being visible, available and involved

S U P E R I N T E N D E N T  U P D A T E

P
a
g

e
 2

John Engelking
Superintendent of Schools October  11 ,  2013

8th Grade Courage Retreat Oct. 1, 2013

Lindsay Moen on Channel 6 NBC Affiliate

Matt Lind’s class helping with the orchard


