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This is my weekly update on the state of the district which focuses on a variety of issues relat-
ing to facilities, curriculum, activities, and programs occurring throughout our district.  There 
may be weeks in which I only focus on one or two topics, but I do want to keep you informed.   
I welcome comments and feedback regarding this update or any of your concerns regarding 
our district. 
 
Bay View Construction Project and the November 6th Election: 
This week certainly has been an exciting time for us at the Proctor School District and for the en-
tire country.  For our District, three candidates asked the voters to support their efforts to serve 
our schools, our District employees, and our communities as your school board representatives.  I 
applaud their willingness to give back to our community and I congratulate: Ted Peterson, Jim 
Hanson and Jennifer McDonald who have earned the support of our community.  Certainly, we 
couldn’t be more pleased with the election results regarding the Bay View referendum.  There are 
so many people who helped in our informational campaign that I don’t know if I’ll ever ade-
quately demonstrate my appreciation.  But, first and foremost; I would like to thank Wayne Mis-
gen, Diane Morin, Jon Larson, Jack Johnson, Jolene Aho and the Bay View P.I.E. Organization 
and Larry Shelton.  They were always available, always took charge and never said no.   
 
The election also ushered in a democratic controlled Minnesota legislature, the re-election of 
President Obama and the defeat of two Minnesota constitutional amendment questions.  However 
you lean in the political spectrum, we all need to accept these changes and look forward to living 
in an amazing country and an amazing state.   
 
Technology: 

In my last update to you, I described my thoughts about “Digital Natives” and how 
schools need to create environments that allow students and teachers broader access 
to information and create environments in which students (our digital natives) feel 
comfortable and relevant.  Over the past couple of years I have promoted just those 
types of environments.  I want to assure our teaching staff, that I am dedicated to 

helping you feel comfortable in these changing digital environments and have put into action 
some resources to assure that our faculty has support and resources.  Educators also need to ac-
cept that this will require some professional learning on their own, but together we’ll be success-
ful. 
 
Dean Dahlvang has decided to leave Proctor Public Schools and take on a new challenge in his 
life.  His last day will be November 14th.  Dean was one of the first staff members I met at Proc-
tor Public Schools.  He impressed me then and continues to impress me with his understanding of 
technology, his vision for education and his dedication to our students.  Not only did Dean help 
build our technology program, but he coached and mentored our students.  His sense of humor 
and his uncanny wit helps to round out Dean’s engaging personality.  I personally will miss talk-
ing with Dean during the early morning hours and sharing stories I could only tell Dean.  Some-
times you hear the comment “everyone is replaceable”, I don’t feel that way about my friend and 
colleague Dean Dahlvang.  We’ll make changes but I will always remember what Dean meant to 
our Schools and the impact he had on our District. 
 
Closing Comments:  
I welcome your feedback and comments.  Have a terrific weekend.   


