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This is my weekly update on the state of the district which focuses on a variety of issues relat-
ing to facilities, curriculum, activities, and programs occurring throughout our district.  There 
may be weeks in which I only focus on one or two topics, but I do want to keep you informed.   
I welcome comments and feedback regarding this update or any of your concerns regarding 
our district. 
 
 
Open Enrollment and School Choice: 
Two weeks ago, I was at home watching some television when the phone rang (yep, I still have a 
land-line).  It was about 5:00 pm and our caller ID announced it was WDIO Chan-
nel 10 Television.   “Oh, Oh!”, I thought.  Answering the phone is always an anx-
ious moment for me when the press is on the other end of the line.  The caller was 
Paige Calhoun, who reports on education and she asked if I had a bit of time to dis-
cuss open enrollment and to get my perspective on school choice.  I said, “How 
much time do you have?  This is a huge topic”.  Paige mentioned that she was cov-
ering a story on a Minnesota think-tank who said the practice of open-enrollment 
for schools is hurting rather than helping. The Group Minnesota 2020 calls the system "market-
based" education. The group concluded that open enrollment has forced schools to compete by 
focusing far too much time and effort on test prep.  After some discussion, I was quoted as stating 
that open enrollment compels schools to do there very best and that open enrollment and school 
choice makes it extremely difficult to plan school budgets. 
 
We all know that No Child Left Behind and its the punitive consequences has resulted in too 
much test prep.  In fact, my biggest argument with No Child Left Behind is that a focus on test 
scores comes at a cost. Very often, that cost is less time for our students to be creative and to ex-
plore their interests and passions and less time for our students to explore divergent thinking.  We 
need understand that cost and promote a balance. 
 
Because we live in such close proximity to a number of districts, open enrollment continues to be 
a challenge for our schools.  Ideally, most of our 2,300 resident students should attend our 
schools.  But that is not the case.  Instead, we are required to follow state laws which make open 
enrollment part of the educational landscape.   This week, I closed open enrollment for our 7th 
grade class after our class size hit 151 students.  With our dedication to excellence in education 
and a focus on success, Proctor will continue to be a District that attracts families and students.    
 
 
 
Closing Comments:  
I hope you enjoy the Super Bowl Weekend.  I’m picking “a good game”.   As always, I appreci-
ate your comments and feedback.   Or you can just take the opportunity to reply with any of your 
thoughts regarding our District.  
 

Paige Calhoun, WDIO 


