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This is my weekly update on the state of the district which focuses on a variety of issues relating to 
facilities, curriculum, activities, and programs occurring throughout our district.  There may be 
weeks in which I only focus on one or two topics, but I do want to keep you informed.   I welcome 
comments and feedback regarding this update or any of your concerns regarding our district. 
 
Special Election for an Operating Levy: 
On November 8, 2011 Proctor Public Schools is asking voters to renew our current $1.00 Operating 
Levy.  By law, I can’t campaign for or advocate the passage of this Operating Levy (often referred to 
as a referendum) using any school resources, including email.  What I can do is factually explain the 
financial implication for the District to keep this referendum in place for another 10 years. 
 
If you are a Proctor School District Resident, you should have received a mandatory mail notifica-
tion which announces our Special Election and the question on the ballot.  Because this is only a 
$1.00 referendum, I get lots of questions about “Why just a buck?”  In fact, I recently was inter-
viewed by PBS and the Minneapolis Star Tribune  in which the questions centered on just that. 
 
I could go on for quite some time explaining why just a dollar referendum, but let me “cut to the 
chase”.  One dollar per pupil brings approximately $2,000 to our District in direct tax.  You may be 
asking  yourself why our student enrollment is just under 1,800.  That’s just the reality of school 
choice and open enrollment.  Because our referendum of $1.00 is relatively low in comparison to 
other school districts, we are able to receive equity revenue.  In direct equity revenue from the State 
of Minnesota, we receive approximately an additional $8,000 per year.  This is an important portion 
of our general fund.  I would encourage our residents to get out and vote in the Special Election on 
November 8th.   
 
Polling Locations and School Sites: 
Our voting places for this special election are: 
• Grand Lake Town Hall 
• Proctor High School- Field House Entrance and in our main hall by the gym 
• Bay View Elementary- Designated area of the main floor gym 
• Pike Lake Elementary-  Main Hall doors facing Martin Road 
• Solway Town Hall 
As you can see, there will be District voters in our schools.  For some residents, it is one of the few 
times they see our buildings.  I welcome this opportunity to allow our tax payers to see their schools 
and for students to see the democratic process unfold. 
 
Please do what you can to help our residents with directions or information while they are on our 
campuses.  We will also have some different doors open to allow voters to access polling booths as 
indicated in the list above.  So, be aware of this as well.  Additionally, use this opportunity to pro-
vide some teachable moments for your students.  
 
Closing Comments:  
Have a terrific long weekend.  I might put up some outdoor lights (I usually wait until the weather is 
so cold that I need medical attention for my frost bitten fingers). I think I’ll try something different 
this year.   I do appreciate your comments and always welcome your feedback.   


