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This is my weekly update on the state of the district which focuses on a variety of issues relating to facili-
ties, curriculum, activities, and programs occurring throughout our district.  There may be weeks in 
which I only focus on one or two topics, but I do want to keep you informed.   I welcome comments and 
feedback regarding this update or any of your concerns regarding our district. 
 

Apple TV and iPad Initiatives: 
I continue to be encouraged by the technology tools that we now have available to us. Stra-
tegically placing iPads in the hands of teachers and students throughout the District is 
aimed at truly analyzing the impact that these digital devices have on learning.  Over the 
course of this experiment and during the past year, I have been encouraged by the shear 
volume of educational content that is available for iPads.  Additionally, our special educa-
tion department is beginning to see positive results on students with learning disabilities 
and in our early childhood programs in children with Autism.   
 

To your left is a picture of something that has been lacking with the first generation of iPad 
use in our classrooms. It is the ability to display an iPad on a bigger screen.  The picture on 
the left is “Apple TV” displaying my iPad.  The small box to the front left of the TV is the 
Apple TV device.  That’s right, a small Wi-Fi enabled television receiver that sends high 

definition signal to a high definition television or a high definition projector.  The device is $100 and could prove to 
help teachers and students display the content and applications on the iPad 2.  Yep, you need the iPad 2.   
 
I am expanding our focus group project a bit more this year and will be placing iPads in the hands of a few more stu-
dents and teachers in the very near future.  The expansion of this project is limited by budgetary restraints and I 
would also like to expand Apple TV into a few classrooms.   Our secondary focus group consisting of teachers and 
students have provided outstanding insight into understanding how iPads influence learning and I thank our partici-
pants for their dedication to this project.  Kathy Swanson and Liz Proepper have also been influential in helping us 
expand iPads into special education and Title I programs respectively. I also look forward to continued and expanded 
success in our early childhood special education program. 
 
Although I am cognizant of the fact that technology does not equal good teaching, I am convinced that we need to 
reach kids through environments in which students interact everyday.  
 
Snow and Emergency Closings: 
This is a reminder that winter is just around the corner and we might have weather events that causes us to delay or 
cancel school.  In the event of a delay or closure, you will be notified using our automated calling program, “Alert 
Now.”  If you have changed your phone number since last year, please notify Ashley in the District Office.  During 
the winter months, I monitor weather events and situations with our transportation department and local government 
agencies to make the best decision for the safety of our students.  Because our District is so large, sometimes weather 
conditions vary greatly from one end of the District to another.  All of these conditions are weighed into my decision 
to cancel or delay school.  Decisions to cancel or delay school are made by 5:30 am and at times is a joint decision 
by area superintendents. 
 
Closing Comments:  
Last week I included in my update an outstanding editorial regarding standardized testing written by senior, Lindsy 
Wayt.  I received lots of very complimentary comments from members of our staff who were especially impressed 
with how refreshing it was to see this perspective and about how well written it was.  Thanks for you comments. 
 
The District is running a Special Election to renew a 10 year $1.00 per resident student referendum on Tuesday, No-
vember 8, 2011.   This is an important part of our operating budget and I encourage residents of the Proctor District 
to get out and vote.  We will be using Bay View, Pike Lake and the Proctor High School as polling sites.   
 
I appreciate your comments and feedback. 
 
 


