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This is my weekly update on the state of the district which focuses on a variety of issues relating to 
facilities, curriculum, activities, and programs occurring throughout our district.  There may be weeks in 
which I only focus on one or two topics, but I do want to keep you informed.   I welcome comments and 
feedback regarding this update or any of your concerns regarding our district. 
 

Calendar 2010-2011: 
 

I am working on next year’s calendar and have begun putting together a calendar committee to provide 
input and suggestions as we begin to plan next year.  One of our discussions centers on the February 
Break.  As you know, this year our District did not have a February Break because Labor Day and our 
first day of school fell very late in September.  This year, Labor Day is late once again.  To balance a late 
graduation with a February Break will again be the challenge.  Personally, I would prefer an earlier end 
of the school year.   We are planning our first calendar committee meeting on March 10th at 3:15 in my 
office.  The committee will consist of two teachers, our Activities Director, our Staff Development 
Coordinator, and our principals. 
 
As long as I’m discussing calendars, I thought I would mention the four day week.  This seems to be 
controversial, but more and more schools are beginning to look at this as a cost saving solution.  My 
view is that it must have academic merit before one looks at cost.  The Lake Superior School District 
may adopt a four day week calendar next year and Duluth is currently investigating the option.  I have 
been involved in studying this in the past, but at the present time I am not advocating moving toward 
this option.  In any event, it certainly gets folks talking.  
   
Commendations: 
 
Marcy Lyle is spending her last day as our secondary schools’ secretary today.  We all will miss her so 
much.  I was walking down the hall this morning chatting with an undisclosed staff member who told 
me, that in all the years that Marcy had been here, she had never seen her other than upbeat.  That 
says a lot when you have to deal with the issues that Marcy deals with.  Stop by and say hi to Marcy 
today, wish her well and give her that smile that she always has for us.  Good Luck Marcy and stop and 
see us often. 
 
Wow – a state bound Mirage Hockey Team!  For the first time, the Mirage Girls’ Hockey Team made the 
trip to the Girls’ State Hockey Tournament.  This is something very special and I could not be more 
proud of our Girls’ Team and their outstanding coaching staff.   
 
Closing Comments: 
Have a terrific weekend.  The sun will be shining, the snow will be melting and when we return to 
school it will be March.  Pretty nice forecast! 


